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STRAWHAT BIZ BEST IN YEARS 





NBC-TV's ‘Spec’ Ripley: ‘Who Do 


You Play to 


NBC-TV’s upcoming Max Lieb-+ 


man-Leland Hayward color spec- 
taculars, teeing off with the Betty 
Hutton show on Sept. 12, will be 
carried live to the Coast, rather 
than kinnied, with the network last 
week getting Oldsmobile’s okay on 
the transcontinental transmission. 
Previously NBC had broken down 
the resistance of all the other 
“spec” clients on the N. Y.-to-L. A. 
live pickups (Ford, RCA, Speidel, 
etc.). 

Despite assurances that a fast 
three-hour kinescope (can be 
brought in on the compatible color 
“specs,” (as with most of the major 
black-and-white productions), NBC 
would rather “go live” to the Coast. 
For one thing, it will give the net- 
work access to properties to which 
film companies hold rights which 
would not be obtainable on the 
“kine circuit.” (Union regulations 
have stymied all attempts thus far 
to kine such properties.) Secondly, 
NBC doesn’t want to take chances 
on transmitting a color kine that’s 
short of perfection—and that 
Phase of it is still in the laboratory 
stage. 

All of which means that the Sun- 
day spectaculars originating from 
New York at 7:30 o’clock will be 
seen at 4:30 p.m. on the Coast; the 


’ Saturday night 9 to 10:30 “specs } 


will hit the Coast at 6 o’clock and 
the Monday night at 8 attractions 
at 5 in the afternoon. One exec 
confessed: “What kind of an. audi- 
ence we're going to. get at 5 Mon- 
day afternoon for productions cost- 
ing up to $300,000 and in one of the 


(Continued on page 30) 





Robeson, Ferrer, Hagen 
‘Othello’ Insert Lopped 
Off WNBT Festival 


A routine inclusion of a Paul 

Robeson recorded excerpt from 
Othello” was cancelled at the 
llth hour by WNBC, N. Y., which 
had Scheduled the work for July 
25 as the finale of a four-week 
Shakespearean Festival” on_ its 
mage “Anthology” Sunday. se- 
of the present ats ay aueee 

, n 

a. from the fiv'tnak etaey 
+ eg errer as Iago and Uta 
n as Desdemona. Robeson has 


ng ret ¢,_Persona non grata” 
the “Othe ‘overnment, Although 


llo” aspect was highlight- 


fd by sever 
ah here newspapers, WNBC 


Plaints recs oS, 0° Listener com- 

ey S resulting from the cancella- 
Hast 43 

hoe ily substituted were songs 


* on the Bard’s works it 

me rest of the format as is. want 

NEe 1s a joint effort of the 

on agship and the Poetry ,Cen- 
of the 92d St. YM-YWHA. 


Monday Aft. at 5? 








From Gavel fo Baton 


In One Easy Defeat 
Seattle, Aug. 3. 


Vic Meyers, for 16 years lieu- 
tenant governor of Washington 
before going down to defeat at 
the last general election, is back 
with a baton. He’s conducting his 
orchestra Fridays and Saturdays 
at the Trianon Ballroom, largest 
in the town. John Savage, the 
owner, was also owner of the old 
Butler Hotel night spot in the early. 
years when Meyers rose to promi- 


nence in that field, prior to his 


entry into the political arena. 

In those years the Meyers band 
won a radio popularity contest and 
toured the nation. He abandoned 
music in 1932 when he was elected 
in the first Roosevelt landslide’ on 
the Democratic ticket. He now 
has 12 musicians in his band. As 
lieutenant-governor, he was the 
best emcee (presiding officer) the 
state senate ever had. 


Billy Rose Mulls. 
Vegas Operation 


Billy Rose is still considering an 
offer to take charge of the shows 
and nitery operations of the newly- 
projected Dunes Hotel, Las Vegas, 
which will be built: by Gottesman 
& Zaret, of Miami Beach. 

Rose had been approached to 
study the blueprints and to iron 
out any kinks in the new operation. 





‘| Another talk will be held later 


with the hotel management. 


However, Rose will hold all im- 
mediate plans in abeyance until he 
returns from a European trip. He 
leaves some time next month. 


Rose’s last nitery operation was 
the Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., 
which he closed a couple of years 
ago. He recently resumed writing 
his daily syndicated column, 
“Pitching Horseshoes,” 


State Dept. Wants Print 
Of ‘Pope Leo XIII’ Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

U. S. State Department has asked 
the Academy of Arts and Sciences 
for a copy of the film, “Pope Leo 
XIII,” processed from Mutoscopes 
made 50 years ago, to be shown at 
the Edinburgh Film Festival late 
this month, Processing was recent. 
ly done by Primrose Productions 
of Los Angeles. 


Department has also asked for 
two selections from the Academy’s 
paper print collection: ‘Coronation 
Ceremonies” and “48th Highland- 
ers Regiment,” made by Biograph 
in 1903. 





-in is Horton Foote’s 


LOTSA B.0. MARKS 
AT MIDSEASON 


Current strawhat season looms 
as one of the best in years. That’s 
indicated by the click midsummer 
barn reports. 

Generally bullish biz is being 
done by most of the haylofts, with 
new b.o. records constantly being 
chalked up. Also, comparatively 
few professional operations have 
folded so far this season. Of a 
total of 141 barns bonded by Actors 
Equity, only four have thrown in 
the towel. Equity also reports that 
16 new theatres have bowed this 
summer. 

Although rustic impresarios had 
registered pre-season beefs about 
the lack of star availabilities, a 


(Continued on page 59) 


Roger L. Stevens: 
1-Man Show Biz 


Roger L. Stevens is becoming a 
one-man theatre. Although the fall 
legit season doesn’t begin for an- 
other month, the realtor-producer 
already is partnered in at least 
eight upcoming shows. 

Latest play to get a Stevens tie- 
“Traveling 
Lady,” whith he acquired early 
this week for fall production by 
the Playwrights’ Co. It was former- 
ly held by the Theatre Guild. 

A member of the Playwrights, 
Stevens will also be involved in 
that group’s productions of Robert 
Anderson’s “All Summer Long” 
and an as yet uncompleted script 
by Maxwell Anderson. 

Stevens is also president of the 
Producers Theatre, which has 





‘| several shows lined up for produc- 


tion next season. These include 
Jay Presson’s “Stars in a Person’s 
Backyard,” Clifford Odets’ “The 
Flowering Peach” and a “Saint 


(Continued on page 60) 














OK for Sight & Sound 


The annual “Miss America” 
contest from Atlantic City will 
be telecast for the first time in 
its history. An hour and a 
half live coverage of the beau- 
ty contest finals will be spon- 
sored by Philco nationally via 
ABC-TV on Sept. 11. 

Disclosure of the Philco one- 
shotter was made by Raymond 
George, merchandising veep, 
at the closing session of a two- 
day distributors meeting in 
New York. Bess Myerson, a 
former “Miss America” and 
now femcee of CBS-TV’s “Big 
Payoff,” and ABC veep and 
commentator John Daly will 
play hosts for Phitco, Tenta- 
tive. slotting on the web is 
10:30-midnight. 


Newest Gripe: Pictures Too Good: 





Holdovers Corrode 


Theatre ‘Habit’ 








Hero of ‘Lost Boundaries’ 
Hit by Malpractice Suit 


Keene, N. H., Aug. 3. 
Dr. Albert Johnston, 53-year-old 
Negro doctor here, whose real life 
story was the basis for the Louis 


deRochemont film, “Lost Bounda- | 


ries,” has been named in a $100,000 
suit filed in Cheshire County, 
Superior Court here. 

The plaintiff is Fred Royce of 
Gilsum, who claims that his 14- 
year- old daughter, Marie, suffered 
a burn on. the abdomen during 
treatments by Dr. Johnston and 
subsequently required a surgical 
operaticn. 

Dr 
tioner here fcr 20 years, became 
the central character in “Lost 
Boundaries” in 1947 when the 
screen story revealed how his fam- 
ily had iived as white people for 
fear of prejudice before their true 
race had becu disclosed to their 
patients 


1 World's Fair 
For Hollywood? 


* Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
This town will have a $100,000,- 
000 World’s Fair in 1957 if plans of 
Frank Sennes, operator of the Mou- 
lin Rouge, go through. As one of 
the directors of the newly organ- 





ized Hollywood World's Fair, Inc., | 


Sennes’ is * seeking cooperation 
from the motion picture and tele- 
vision industries in the project, de- 
signed to attract tourists from all 
over the globe to Hollywood. 

@ther directors are Jerome 
Weber, Murray Stravers and Ray- 
mond Leheney. 
for a 1,000-acre site for the exposi- 
tion which, Sennes said, will last 
about a year. Coin for the fair will 
be raised by a stock issue. 


Fred Allen Absent 
From 754-55 Lineup 


Conspicous by his absence when 
the fall tv curtain goes up will be 
Fred Allen. It’s one of the few 
times in a career dating back to 
radio's early days’ as ‘one of the 
medium’s standout 
that the September. kickoff gong 
won't find Allen reporting for 
work. 

Allen’s 
“Judge For Yourself’ Tuesday 
night tv entry wound up as a cas- 
ualty prior to last season’s windup. 
Packagers 





hour quiz-panel show for Allen's 
reentry into tv next season, but 
couldn't land a sponsor. Program 
idea has since been shelved. 





Johnston, a medical practi- | 


They are lcoking | 


personalities | 


Old Gold -sponsored | 


Goodson & Todman| 
subsequently prepared a new half-| 


+ Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 


Some exhibitor leaders here feel 
ithat maybe pictures are getting 
{too good for their own good. It’s 
| resulting in -too many holdovers 
jand too much day-and-dating of 
|pictures, limiting the public’s 
\choice of film entertainment toe 


| frequently and thus having the 
itendency to send people to their 
itv sets and other forms of enter- 
| tainment, these leaders point out. 


| In Minneapolis currently, for ex- 
j}ample, there are only two new of- 
|ferings downtown and one of them 
jis a reissue. On the other hand, 
|one screen offering is in its 16th 
week, another in its fifth, still an- 
}other in its third and two are in 
their second weeks, making a total 
|of five holdovers. 


j 


| The theatres having the hold- 
lovers are sitting pretty, of course, 
ifor the time being, but for the 
‘long pull they may be hurt, local 
film circles feel. It’s bad for the 
public and it may have a “corrod- 
ing” effect on the theatregoing 
“habit,” so that the cumulative ef- 
fects on exhibition may be harm- 
ful, they point out. 

While the current attendance 
downtown does average high be- 
, cause the holdovers are attracting 
| large crowds, nevertheless, it’s also 
pointed out, many people who'd 
otherwise come into the loop are 
kept from doing so because they've 
already seen the continuing pic- 
| tures and there’s such a restricted 
i choice of new fare and so little of 





“Such a condition, while tempo- 


rarily desirable and profitable, isn't 
| healthy for exhibition for the long 
| term,” declared a prominent cir- 
(Continued on page 63) 


| 
Europeans Like Yank Films 





| Which Dare Kid Selves; 


Russians Lack Humor 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

| Hollywood’s strongest competi- 
| tion in the European market comes 
| from Russia, but American product 
is better by far. That is the opinion 
expressed by Henrik Rechendorff, 
Danish film critic, currently visit- 
ing Hollywood as a guest of the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers. 

“The American film,” he said, 
“is the only one known that regu- 


|larly, systematically and continu- 
|ous!y dares to kid both itself and 
the American people. This easy 
assurance won the hearts of Eu- 
ropean filmgoers, and will hold 


them as long as it continues. Don’t 
worry about the American film 
until it takes itself with exaggerat- 
ed importance, as does the Russian 
'film, and regularly begins to 
preach a doctrine. When that hap- 
pens, look out.” 
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MISCELLANY 


2 
Venice 


Festival (Aug. 20-Sept. 6) 
Draws Yank Importers—And Cracks 





Annual trek of foreign language + 


film importers to the Venice in- 
ternational film fest is about to 
get under way once more, but the 
indies aren’t exactly énthusiastic 
over their chance of picking up 
any bargains. 

Feeling prevails in N. Y. that, 
even though Venice remains along 
with the Cannes festival an impor- 
tant showcase and, as one importer 
put it, “a good place to take the 
European producers’ temperature, 
its importance as an actual mar- 
ket place for foreign pix is dimin- 
ishing. 

“You can see there what you're 
not going to buy,” cracked one of 
the indies in a_ kidding-on-the- 
square mood. 

Trouble as the N. Y. importers 
see it, is partly due to the prize | 
system under which the various | 
pix get awards. “It’s just the) 
wrong atmosphere for making a 
deal,” was one comment. “If a 
film nabs prize, the producer's 
ego swells to the point where he 





will refuse to make any deal at’ 


all unless on terms that are fantas- 
tic. They try to play one poten- 
tial buyer against the other, always 


McCall, Franklin Deny 


Ties to Communism 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Mary McCall Jr., former prexy of 
the Screen Writers Guild, appeared 
as a voluntary witness before the 
California Senate Un-American 
Activities Committee and denied 
charges that she was a Communist 
or a Red sympathizer. She de- 
clared the present setup is based 
on “faulty and incomplete infor- 
mation” and urged that the De- 
partment of Justice be permitted 
to- supply clearances for the “pro- 
tection of the innocent.” 

Another witness, Paul Franklin, 
former prexy of the Radio Writers 
Guild, also denied any connection 
with Communism. | 

Final session of the House Com: | 
mittee on Un-American Activities | 
|in Southern California will be held 
‘here in November. Object of the 
session is to wind up the com- 
|mittee’s Red hunt in these parts. 
William Wheeler, investigator 
!for the committee, said one or two 
| witnesses may be called but the 
_chief purpose is to clean up loose 





raising the price and never really ¢"ds of previous hearings. 











HORACE* HEIDT 


Currently On Tour 
Under Personal Management 
. WALTER PLANT 


Style Buyers Give. 
Paris Cafes Lift 


Paris, Aug. 3. 
U. S. buyers in town for fall 
fashion collections bounced Paris 











Somehow it’s shrugged off if it’s Cicero, or Phenix City (Ala.) 
or some incest-ridden backwoods community in. Arizona. More 
so if it’s the brothel belt in Marseilles, Casablanca, Port Said, 
Suez, Saigon, Havana, Shanghai or kindred exotic-sounding, 
faraway cesspools. Then it almost assumes a romantie aura. 
But! the hoodlumism, perversion, Skid Rowism,, B-girl stuff, 
reefer roughs and all the other petty and grand vices which 
have grown rampant in the Times Square andj Eighth Avenue 
sectors of Manhattan bring the nasty side right to our doorstep, 


It is to the great credit of Chief Inspector Stephen P. Ken- 
nedy that he did what he did just this past weekend in rounding 
up New York’s midtown vagrants, hustlers, hoodlums, and the 
dope-peddling, reefer-happy bums, 


But that’s not enough. It should be kept up until the show- 
case showplace of the world’s greatest city is made attractive 
and palatable again.- That comes only from: a healthy respect 
of the law. a 


Fire Island’s Cherry Grove or Greenwich Village’s haunts of 
the third sex are mere tomboy havens compared to wha’ hoppens 
nightly on 42d St., in that block between 7th and 8th Aves. It is 
a camping ground of queers at their worst. And a coincidental 
hoodlum element has made it an adventure to stop into one of 
the many Army & Navy outlet stores on that block even in the 
middle of so-called theatre hours. - 


*-The property and economic damage must be countless. And 
it isn’t limited to West 42d St. The entire Times Square ‘belt, 
from 6th (pardon, the Avenue of the Americas) to 8th Ave., 
from 42d into the 50s, in certain unstrategic corners, are rife 
with reefer peddlers, bums, hustlers, molesters of decent women, 
and out-and-out juvenile delinquents. School and church stoops 
in the several Times Square blocks have become unofficial HQ 
for winos who make the Bowery bum look like a gent—at least 





intending to sell to either. It’s a 
waste of time, in a way.” 
Nevertheless, many of the in- 
dies continues to make the Venice | 
trip as a convenient means of look- 
ing over “the cream of Europe’s 
film crop. Among those going are 
Tom Brandon, Edward R. Kingsley 
and Richard Davis. Importers say 
that Venice is a fine occasion for) 
renewing old acquantainces, but | 
not for doing business. 


Outsmart Themselves 
Example is cited of how festivals 





like Venice work, in a way, to the | 


detriment of Continental pro- | 
ducers, too. 
guarantee was offered’ by 


offer was considered, but then the 

picture was entered at Venice and 

won a prize. Immediately, the pro- 
(Continued on page 54) 


2 First Prizes, 3 Second 
Place Awards to Yanks 
At Prelim Venice Fete 


Venice, July 27. 

Yank entries walked off with 
two first prizes and three seconds 
in the documentary and children’s 
films sections of the Venice Film 
Festival, which just ended here 
Documentary grand prize went to 
Australia’s “The Back of Beyond,” 
directed by John Heyer for Shell 
Film Unit. Pic is story of trip by 
a mail truck across Aussie waste- 
lands. 

U.S. winners were topped by 
“Time Out of War” in the tele sec- 
tion of the _ festival. Medium- 
lengther by Denis Sanders for his 
senior thesis at UCLA, Los An- 
geles, was previously shown in the 
U.S. on “Omnibus.” Other Yank 
kudos went to “Christopher 
Crumpet,” first prize for cartoons 
while three second prizes were 
given “A Is for Atom,” “Dental 
Radiography,” and “How. to Make 
a Mask,” last-named in the chil- 
dren’s film section. 

The 26. participating nations 
showed a total of 98 pix at these 
two preliminary fetes prior to the 
festival opening here Aug. 22. 











_nitery trade out of its midsummer 
doldrums dur¥ing the past week. 
But with the main fashion galas 





Maldita Winner 


Tax Relief Bait 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 
San Sebastian. Aug. 3. 
Although this was. technically 


Last year, a high cash | the second manifestation of this | 
an | film festival at the Spanish resort | 
American for an Italian film. The! town of San Sebastian, this year’s | 


fete, which wound Saturday (31), is 
considered the first because last 
year’s affair was primarily a film 
| week and testing ground. This year 
|} it entered the annals, with the 
| blessing of the International Assn. 
of Producers, as the third “B” fes- 
tival or an international festival 
without any prizes. However, fete 
| authorities got up an internal prize 
|fpr the best Spanish film, of the 
four entered by making up a jury 


of six foreign journalists and six | 


local seribes. This kudo went to 
“Sierra Maldita” (“Cursed Moun- 
tain’), directed by Antonio Del 
Amo and starring Ruben Rojo and 
Lucia Rosales. Fest preemed July 
24 and man an eight-day cycle of 
15 pix from eight countries ‘U. S.., 
England, France, Mexico, Argen- 
tina, Germany, Ital¥, and Spain). 

Charles Delac, prexy of IAP, was 
on hand and nixed an attempt of 

(Continued on page 10) 


Jantzen Filmusical 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
In the same idiom as “The Good 
Humor Man” and “The Fuller 
Brush Man,” vet screenwriter Ken 
Englund has collaborated with 





Portland (Ore.) ad agencyman Rob- | 


ert Smith on “The Girl In The 
Fishbowl (alternate titie with “The 
Jantzen Girl’). Title speaks for it- 
self, keyed-to the w.k. northwest 
swim suit manufacturer. a 
Jerry Wald is eyeing it for Kim 
Novak, and Ed Muhl has it under 
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consideration as an exploitation the idea of which is reportediy 
picture at Universal. | laid out. 
= | 
8/4 if} ‘LOCATIONS’ UP TO DATE 
Order Form Rossen Film Shoots In_ Spain, 
Greece, India, Iran 
One Year | “Authentic background abroad 
Two Years ‘are a definite plus in terms of the 
audience,” states indie filmmaker | 
i eu eo @ eee eeoeeeeeeeeeeeee | 


os en. ccc MN. co cok 


Two Years—$18.00 


-| planned to shut down their boites 


"In Sebastian Fest; 


row ove’ nitery ops who had 


dur.ng August and call it a sum- 
mer are making no changes in 
their shuttering schedules. 
Weekend saw closing of up- 
stairs supper club of Regence Res- 
taurants in Palais-Royal section, 
Club St. James, smart Champs- 
|Elysees midnight meeting place, 
|and Bohemian Fiacre in Saint-Ger- 
|main-des-Pres. Standard deluxe 
‘tourist favorites which offer en- 
| tertainment or floor show=such as 
Lido, Monseigneur, Nouvelle Eve, 
Eve, Dinarzade, Casanova, She- 
herazade and Carroll’s—are_ re- 
maining open and expect to do 


(Continued on page 10) 


Loesser-Hoyt Map Tent 
Shows From Pic Tuners; 





sidewalk beds. 


down there there are the 25c and 50c flophouses—instead of 


The Broadway Assn., the Times Square property owners, out- 
of-town and in-town visitors to the Bruadway belt have com- 
plained with such frequency—and until now ineffectually—that 
they have became cynical about the whole thing. “Somebody’s 
getting paid off,” was the characteristic—and perhaps realistic 
—conclusion. Else how could the panderers to the hoppy’s hunt- 
ing grounds operate? Not to mention the bookies, the grifters 
and the other flotsam of the night who converge on certain cor- 
ners and make beachheads in certain cafeterias and bars which 
seemingly are known semi-official bases for their operations. 


It-may be only coincidence that powerful new realty interests 
involved in the lease (and right-to-buy) the Hotel Astor—truly 
the crossroads of the world—came into the Times Square pic- 
ture coincidental with Chief Inspector Kennedy’s crackdown, 
capably assisted by Police Inspector George Neary. 


The Times Square cleanup is the finest spotlight warning to 
the ruffians that New York’s “finest” 'can mean business, given 
the proper impetus. Chief Inspector Kennedy rates one of those 
fabulous free feeds in the grand ballroom of the Astor for which 
that Gotham landmark is so justly famed. He’ll probably get it, 
too, if the hotel’s Robert K. Christenberry has his say. He has 
more than a casual stake in everything, not only as president 
and managing director of the hotel’s management company but 








‘Andersen’ as First 


Weirdies Still 


Legit edition of “Hans Christian | 
Andersen,” for production in mu- | 
sical tent theatres, is being adapted 
by Frank Loesser, who supplied 
the songs for the Danny Kaye film 
romance about the Danish story- 
teller. Composer-lyricist intends 
to co-produce it with strawhat pack- 
ager-agent Howard Hoyt, for sum- 
mer bookings next year. 


Project is reportedly the first of 


as head of the Broadway Assn. Abel. 





Jessel Mulls ‘Anna Held’ 
Biopic With Top Paris 


George Jessel, just returned 


e 
Haunt Times Sq. 
y} , : i Seva Lonaea, 
espite Raids ics per e Plan, Ph) re ie el 
‘ } 





,a series from film musicals by 
Loesser and package-produced in 
| partnership with Hoyt. 
|would likely be “Dancing on a 
|Dime,” Paramount release 
| which Loesser supplied the lyrics 
ito tunes by Burton Lane. 
as known, Loesser has no immedi- 
ate plans for similar versions of 
his two stage musicals. ‘‘Where’s 
Charley?” and “Guys and Dolls.” 

Loesser is currently completing 
‘an operatic adaptation of the Sid- 
ney Howard drama, “They Knew 
What They Wanted,” which he in- 
tends to produce 
with his wife, Lynn Loesser. 


son Kanin on a musical comedy, 











Robert Rossen. “The world is get- 
ting smaller and the public wants 
to see if,” he adds. 

Rossen is now preparing “Alex- 
ander the Great” for shooting this 
fall at various global points. Pic, 
which United Artists will dis- 
tribute, will be locationed mainly 
in Spain and Greece but second- 


and Iran. 
of writer, director and producer, 


left for Rome over the weekend 
|after a brief N.Y. 
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|| 154 West 46th Street. 
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se samaprneniem rai asamnenrN 


(CY gyent 


|; with UA execs, He'll,go to. Madrid 
| later. this weekiy “se + 


ite paral 


ate) 2 Titte 


Another | ‘ , . 
‘trict last weekend, which resulted | Written_ by Miss Held’s daughter, 
for | 
persons, haven’t dented the popu-| 
As far | 
‘any extent. 


in partnership | 
After 
that, he will collaborate with Gar- | 


cussed an “Anna Held” biopic with 
Irvin Marks, Paris. agent handling 

The raids by the N. Y. City | the property. It’s a French biog- 
police in the Times Square dis- | '@Phy, recently published in Paris, 


Liana Sarrera. 


Miss Held was a famed pre- 
characters to | World War I star of the “Ziegfeld 
The area bounded | Follies,” later married to Flo Zieg- 
by Sixth to Eighth Aves. and | feld, whose “milk bath” exploita- 
from 42d to 49th Sts. hasn’t dimin- | tion madé her the personification 
ished in assorted weirdies despite | of Parisian naughtiness. 

the well-publicized raids. It’s true | Jessel has Yvonne Menard, the 
that they have scared off a few of No. 1 stripper of the Folies Ber- 
the rounders below 16 years of | gere, in view for the title role. 
age, but the vets in the area are | Miss Menard is due to make her 
still about. | American debut for Lou Walters 
_ The honkytonks are still enjoy-|this fall. She will play the 
ing boomtime business, there are Latin Quarters in Miami Beach and 
still a large number of assorted |New York for Walters. Jessel, by 
characters patrolling the streets,| coincidence, has nitery commit- 


in a roundup of more than 100} 


lation of assorted 


,and none of the brassy glitter of | ments with Walters for several IQ 
the area has surrendered to the | weeks which will coincide with Miss 


wave of activity by the police. The |Menard’s debut in Florida and on 


Stripper, Yvonne Menard 


unit lensing also is set for India | 


Rossen, who has the triple-role | 


| Various bistros, well-populated by | Broadway. 


| servicemen, have lost few of their 
| feminine habitues. The girls with 
| tin cans soliciting for dubious 
(Continued on page 54) 
| 





John Carroll Sues Over 
Shamrock Hotel Punch 


Dallas, Aug. 3. 

John Carroll, motion picture 
,actor, is asking $205,000 damages 
| through a local district court for 
| Injuries he claims resulted from a 
| punch from insurance executive Bo 
Howard in the Shamrock Hotel, 
| Houston. 


_Carroll from behind and without 
provocation. Howard's blow is al- 


| 
| 


i] 


| 


The suit claims Howard attacked | Piece 





Anti-Commie Art Arthur 
Clarifies Past Stand 


Hollywood. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Correction, please! As a veteran 
anti-Communist and one of the 
early leaders of the fight against 
Communists in Hollywood, I find 
it disconcerting to be erroneously 
chronicled in Variety of 28 July 
54 as one who “admitted associa- 
tions which later, to their dismay, 
were listed as ‘Red fronts’ in 4 
headed, ‘Chide California 
Anti-Red Committee.’ ” 

My appearance last week before 


|leged to have dislocated Carroll's the California Senate Committee 
| jaw, injured his neck and spinal; was an anti-Communist review! 


' back injury and left him with 
} brain ‘cohcussion, / * ** . 


‘ 


visit to confer | cord, aggravated a World War II successful steps taken by Holly 
a wood to combat Communist—intl!- 


Holly- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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i 
ODLUM TALKS END 


ward Hughes has placed a 
$23 000,000 price tag on RKO, 
which he now owns in its entirety. 
The property includes all studio 
and production facilities, the 
worldwide distribution network 
and the complete library of old 


product. ; 

The price was projected in nego- 
tiations with Floyd Odlum, head 
of Atlas Corp., on the Coast last 
week. The proposed deal collapsed 
and Odlum returned to N.Y. over 
the past weekend. Authoritative 
sources believe, though, there’s 
still a 50-50 chance that Odlum and 











Hughes will get together again and 


complete a firm deal. 


Hughes a few months ago bought / 


all the RKO assets at the price he’s 
now asking. The seller was RKO 
Pictures Corp., which is a holding 
company. Steckholders have the 
privilege of selling their shares in 
this outfit, whose only holding now 
is the cash which Hughes paid, at 
$6 per share. _ 

Odlum and Hughes were in near 
agreement on the price but 
couldn’t come to terms on “proce- 
dure.” The proposed transaction 
had as its basis a payoff on a long- 
term installment plan and was 


plenty intricate, “It would take me, 


two hours to explain it and even 
then I doubt if I would be under- 
stood,” said an informed spokes- 
man. 
Since 1948 

It was from Odlum’s company 
that Hughes bought voting control 
(about 25%) of RKO in 1948. He 


(Continued on page 10) 


Geoffrey Shurlock Looms 
As Code’s Chief Ranger; 
Breen to Be ‘Chairman’ 


Joseph I. Breen will become 
chairman of Hollywood’s Produc- 
tion Code this fall. It’s a newly 
created post that will mean less 
responsibility and work for the vet 
exec. Succeeding Breen as admin- 
istrator of the Code, it’s apparent, 








will be Geoffrey Shurlock who 
now has the second-in-command | 
Spot. 


RT OF MEH 





Speaking of Heat 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

RKO claims it established 
a new heat record during the 
production of “The Con- 
queror.”. For seven weeks on 

’ location in Utah the tempera- 
ture ranged from 103 to 118 
es. 

When the troupers returned 
to Hollywood they ran into an- 
other heat wave, above 90 de- 
grees. 


Drive-ins Delay 
Widescreen Switch 


~ Until Next Year 


Drive-ins, now at the height of 
their season, are showing consider- 





able interest in widening their 
screens. 8 
However, say the equipment 


dealers, most of the ozoners are 
apt to hold off any changes until 
next year. Reason is that the 
drive-ins’ operators are in no mood 
to shutter for a week or so to al- 
low installation of the expanded 
screen. 


A number of the bigger situa- 
tions made the switch earlier this 
year at the same time when they 
experimeated with stereophonic 
sound. However, the majority— 
and there are a little more than 
4,100  ozoners now operating 
throughout the country—didn’t go 





for the fancier sound and thus also | 


didn’t acquire a wider screen. 


KROGER BABB’S TAX JAM 


U. S. Seeks $300,984 From Film 
Man and His Wife 








Washington, Aug, 3. 

Kroger Babb, Wilmington, O., 
motion picture producer and pfro- 
moter, and his wife filed a petition 
here last week seeking relief from 
the Government’s attempt to col- 
lect $300,984 in taxes and penalties. 

Babb runs Hallmark Productions 
and Hygienic Productions, film 
producing companies which are 
incorporated in Ohio but which do 
business in California. 

The Internal Revenue Service is 
seeking to collect $232,714, includ- 
ing $76,055 in fraud penalties from 
Babb and his wife, Louella, for the 
years from 1948 to 1950, and $68,- 
270 including $20,169 in fraud pen- 
alties from Babb for the years from 
1942 to 1945. 

Babb told the U. S. Tax Court 
that the alleged deficiencies are 
based ofi efroneous determinations 
by the tax agency—that he and his 
wife had underdeclared their in- 
comes in 1948-50 by $273,708 and 
that he as an individual had $110,- 
000 in taxable income in 1942-45. 
The Babbs deny any intent to 
evade taxes and contend the fraud 
penalties are in error and should 
be set aside. 


Bolivia’s Odd Selection 
System for Features; 
Tax Aid to Building 


Washington, Aug. 3. 
A new Bolivian decree, which 
went into effect on July 1, has 
given control of imported motion 
pictures to the Sub-Secretary of 





Cost of expanding the viewing Press, Information and Culture, to 
surface depends on the kind of job | assure cultural and artistic quality, 
that’s required. One operator: ac- | according to the U. S. Department 
tually built a wide screen in front | of Commerce. 


of his old one, 
expense. 


at considerabie | 
Depending on whether quired to submit a list of features 


Each Bolivian distributor is re- 


a wooden or steel frame is used | —title, producer, stars, date of re- 
in adding the wings, costs may run lease in country of origin, reviews 


anywhere from $2,000 to $50,000. 
Wider screen doesn’t represent 
much of a lighting problem, it’s 
said. 


CINERAMA AS YANK ~ 





in trade press, ete.—The Sub- 
Secretary then culls from this list 


'and makes foreign exchange avail- 


FLASH IN SYRIA SEPT. 2 


Under a special arrangement 
worked out by the Dept. of State 
and U.S. Information Agency with 


Title of chairman is somewhat of | the Stanley Warner Corp., Cine- 
a misnomer in that there’s actually | rama will be part of the official 


no Code board of directors. As aj U. 


S. Government representation 


matter of fact, Eric A. Johnston, ! at the-International Trade Fair to 
president of the Motion Picture! be held in Damascus, Syria, Sept. 2 


Assn. of America, 


a couple of|to Oct. 1. The Near East showing 


months ago said “we might make! will be the first overseas presenta- 
him chairman” in a reference to| tion of the videscreen medium. 
Breen’s future but the statement | Later in the fall it is set for regu- 
was made in jocular fashion. Now| lar commercial showings in five 
Johnston and the film company | cities abroad. 


presidents (the Code operates with- 


in the MPAA framework) are seri- | manufacturing 


ous about the title. 


; Reason for the switch in status’ equipment and technical services| !" . at 
is simply that Breen has reached | hin SW will furnish the print of | Sion. Torrid spots such as K.C., Chi, | 
business career “This Is Cinerama,” the first pic- 
wants to take things| ture 
with | projection equijment will be flown 
Ss. Air] 


the point in his 

Where he 

easier. Under a new deal 
> ’ j 

MPAA, he's to be “chairman” for 

a term of about five years. 


ee 


| 


| 


Cinerama Inc., the equipment 
and installation 


firm, is providing the necessary 


in the medium. Sound and 


to Damascus by the U. 
(Continued on page 16) 








- FALSE ECONOMY 


Periodic cracks are heard, born of realistically bitter truth, 
aes the Broadway legit houses give their customers the “hot 
Qt In more ways than one. (And then wonder why the public 
sents the general attitude of the legits). Public spleen runs 

€ gamut from discourtesy at the boxoffice—usually when the 
pind has a smash—to such petty economy as turning off the 
ooling plant once the curtain is up, the customers are in, and 


they have no 
evening, 


choice but to sweat it out for the rest of the 


Well, the legit house manager has no copyright on this kind 


Of pettiness, 
They’re 


pulling the same thing in some of the film houses 


around Manhattan. If it’s being repeated in other key cities, 


What 
liverj 
in se 
to gi 


tall coo] one at the elbow. 


a fine way to help Hollywood which, it so happens, is de- 
ing the most consistently potent brand of boxoffice pictures 
asons! Such chiseling on audience comfort is a surefire way 
ve the customers a “hot foot” back to their tv sets, with a 


The distribs Should police this kind of practise. Usually it’s 


eaniced that once the final show 
Mers are left for the final two 


“break” is in, the trapped cus- 


hours to sweat it out, or else. 


Abel. 





| conditioned 
places of refuge from the blister- | 


| 





able for the approved films. 

In order to promote construc- 
tion of new theatres, the Bolivian 
government is waiving import 
taxes on construction materials, 
supplies and equipment for film 
theatres, for the next five years. 
Existing theatres can benefit for 
any new equipment they wish to 
import. 


El Director de Aqua 


Hollywood, Aug, 3. 

Down Mexico way, where 
Robert Webb is_ directing 
“White Feather” for Panoram- 
ic Productions, he learned 
something about the film in- 
dustry. As shooting got under 
way a member of the Mexican 
crew unpacked a water cooler 
and spent the whole day turn- 
ing the faucet whenever a 
worker wanted a drink. 

Officially he is known as 
“El Director De Agua.” 


Some Jitters Felt 
Re Overdoing Of 
Super-Colossals 


Swelling number of “super col- 
lossal” attractions in the making 
or the blueprint stages has sales 
execs worriedly contemplating how 
much of this type entertainment 
the public will stand for. 

Latest addition to the growing 
roster of spectacle-type pix is Met- 
ro’s: “Ben Hur’ which is that com- 
pany’s latest bid 








ever made.” Film, made once be- 
fore.in silent version, is to have 42 
speaking parts and will use 97 sets. 

With Cecil B. DeMille working 
on “The 


Pharaohs” 
and 20th-Fox getting ready to 
launch “The Egyptian” and _ al- 
ready thinking of a sequel, observ- 
ers see the “massive” approach 
growing into a cycle of unprece- 
dented proportions. 

“Someone is going to get stuck 
at the end of the line,” one sales 
topper commented this week. He 
thought that, after five pix em- 
ploying the lavish touch, the pub- 
lic would revolt against a steady 
diet of super-spectacles accompa- 
nied by the inevitable flood of su- 
perlatives. 





Robe” in mind, tend to endorse 
the trend as a b.o. stimulant. At 
the same time, one theatreman 


wood hadn’t learned from past ex- 
| perience to avoid swamping the 
! (Continued on page 16) 











National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Upbeat Continues; ‘Caine’ Champ for 5th 
Week in Row, ‘Living’ 2d, ‘Cinerama’ 3d 


Launching of new product in 
the face of continued heat waves 
in many 
still is paying off with smash biz 
in most principal key cities this ses- 


N.Y. and Philly indicate that air- 
cinemas served = as 


ing heat rays. 


“Caine Mutiny” (Col) continued | 


champ for fifth week in a row al- 


though some competitive pix are | 


starting to edge closer. “Living It 
Up” (Par), third last round, is 


soaring to become a great second- | 


place winner.® The Martin-Lewis 
comedy, playing in 14 representa- 
tive keys, ranged mostly from fine 
to smash or wow. 
“Cinerama” (Indie) 
to third spot as compared 
fifth a week ago. 
Wind” (M-G) (reissue), second last 
round, is winding up fourth. 


“Magnificent Obsession” (U) is 
capturing fifth place although 


mainly holdover or extended-run 
currently. It is playing in eight 
key cities covered by VARIETY. 


“Apache” (UA) is pushing up to| 


sixth position, with most play- 
dates rated stout to great. 

“Knock on Wood” (Par) is tak- 
ing seventh spot as compared with 
ninth in the preceding week. ‘Gar- 
den of Evil” (20th) will wind up 
in eighth place. “Francis Joins 


sections of the country | 


is climbing | 
with | 
“Gone With | 


( “Coins in Fountain” (20th) and 
|“High ard Mighty” (WB) are run- 
'ner-up productions, both having 
| been high on the list in former 
| weeks. 

“7 Brides for 7 Brothers” 
| setting a new high for a second 
week at N.Y. Music Hall, is headed 
for a straight-film record at the 
Chi MeVickers. “Waterfront” ‘(Col 
hung up a new al!-time mark open- 
ing session at the N.Y. Astor, and 
seems in for a longrun. 


is brisk in L.A. and fine in N.Y. 
“Adventures of Robinson Crusoe” 
(UA), robust in Washington, 
shapes fine in Denver and good 
both in Frisco and L.A. “Duel in 


| Sun” (SRO) (reissue), big in Provi- | || 


dence, also is very solid in Bos- 


ton. 

“Susan Slept Here” (RKO, 
socko in Philly, is lively in Buffalo, 
okay in L.A. and nice in N.Y. 


“Pushover” (Cob), also a new entry. 
looms fine in Boston, fairly good 
in N.Y. and mild in L.A. “Valley 


| 


is fairish in L.A. 
| “Genevieve” (U) shapes good in 
K.C. and okay in Minneapolis. 
|**Hobson’s Choice” (UA) looms 
| loud in Pitt, fine in N.Y. and fat 
|in L.A. 
| “Man With Million” (UA), 
in Boston and Chi, looks bright in 
| Balto, and good in N.Y. and Wash- 


‘ington. “Arrow in Dust” (AA) is ||| 


Wacs” (U) is finishing ninth while | okay in Philly. 
“Ring of Fear’ (WB), just getting 
started, is 10th. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 8-9) 


ON THE BLOCK? 


Wall Street Journal last Thurs- 
day (30) blew the lid off one of 
the most spectacular deals project- 
ed in modern big business, involv- 
ing Howard Hughes’ complete em- 
pire and a talked-about purchase 
price of $400,000,000. That it was 
more than a pipe dream was con- 
firmed by Spyros P. Skouras, presi- 
dent of 20th-Fox, and a key figure 
in the gigantic transaction that 
was being mulled. 

Skouras called the financial daily 
following appearance of the news 
story. He is said fo have admitted 
that such a deal was in the con- 
versation sage but asserted “pub- 
licity killed it.” 

Skouras’ role was that of master 

agent, that is, he was the one 
bringing the principals together. 
On the buying side was a syndi- 
ate comprising Lawrence Rocke- 
feller, William Zeckendorf, head of 
Webb & Knapp, and Aristotle S. 
Onassis. 





in the race to| 
make “the greatest motion picture | 


Ten Commandments,” | 
Warner Bros. having “Land of the | 
and “Helen of Troy” | 


Exhibs, with the same of “The | 


thought it astonishing that Holliy- | 


(M-G), | |! 


“Broken Lance” (20th), also new, | || 


of Kings” (M-G), good in Detroit, 


oke | |) 


| The properties included RKO 
| Pictures, Hughes Tool Co., Trans- 
| Continental & Western Airlines, 


(Continued on page 10) 





| Lichtman’s ‘Let’s Go’ On 
Panoramic Stresses Aid 
To L. Goldstein’s Estate 


Al Lichtman, 20th-Fox director 
of sales, this week urged his field 
force to push Panoramic Pictures 
releases to the limit so as to allow 
the Panoramic setup to break even 
or show a profit. 

In an all-branch letter, Lichtman 
said: “The only way that Leonard’s 
‘Goldstein’s) estae and Bobby 
Jacks can get out on this Pano- 
ramic deal is for us to roll up the 
biggest possible gross on every one 
of their pictures as, at the present 
time, they are in the red with all 
of these pictures.” 

He added that both Go!dstein and 
Jacks “had good contracts with our 
,; company and good salaries which 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Technicolor Breaks Into Sun; 
~ Kalmus Recalls Previous ‘Slumps’ 
~ When Industry Cycles Changed 


Temporarily hard hit by the in-+ . 
dustry’s switch to the wide screen, 
Technicolor has now licked its Reaper as Author 
problems and the volume of both Holly wood, Aug. 3. 
Owing to a last-minute stay 


print orders and profits is once 
again on the rise. of execution that saved _ kid- 
Herbert T. Kalmus, Techni prexy naper Caryl Chessman, at least | 
temporarily, from the gas | 


and general manager, told VARIETY 
Monday (2) that the drop in Techni chamber, Columbia is readying 
two endings for ‘Cell 2455,” 








| He had written Secretary of State 


Arnall Waits on State; 
Prefers Not. to Seek 
Out Congressional Aid 


Ellis G. Arnall, Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
prexy, is still seeking a clear-cut 
statement from the U.S. State Dept. 
on its attitude towards “subsidies 
and another exchange of letters 
between him andthe Department 
is in the offing. 

Pending that exchange, Arnall 
refused last week to make public 
State’s letter in reply to his own. 


John Foster Dulles, on July 2, ask- 
ing him for a statement of ap- 
proval or disapproval re the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn.’s recent 





earnings for the first half of 1954 
was a recurring phenomenon every the prisoner's autobiography. 
Film will show one ending if 


time the industry underwent a 
cycle of change. Stating that “im-| he jis executed and another if 


bibition dye transfer CinemaScope | he lives. | 
prints with either magnetic or op- | Picture is slated to start 
tical photographic sound track are Sept. 8, with Wallace Mac- 


being manufactured in an increas- 
ing volume,” Kalmus predicted | 
that the second half of 1954 would 
exceed the corresponding 1953 pe- 
riod in terms of profits. 


Sears directing. 
Lab showed a net of $763,025— 
equivalent to™39c per share—for 


Name 4 To Seek 
the second half of 1953. Net for the 
first half was $1,608,709, or 84c per| 6 F | 9 
Master Formula 








share. For the first half of 1954, 
Techni’s earnings dropped _ to} 
$622,784, the equivalent of 32c per | 


ay declared that, for noe For Overseas 


year ended June 30, 1954, Techni | 
had been experiencing “the effect 
on its business and profits of a) 
cycle of evolution through which 
the motion picture business has 
been passing.” He added _ that 
Techni had passed through several 


Committee to seek a masier 
‘of remittances and permits abroad 
has been appointed by Eric Johns- 


ton, Motion Picture Export Assn. 


such cycles during its 35 years.’ prexy. Group includes Arthur 
“With each one Technicolor has Loew (Metro), Sam _ Schneider | 
experienced a temporary diminu- (WB), Abe Schneider (Col), and} 


tion of print volume and profit and Arnold Picker (UA). 
subsequent recovery to higher 
levels than ever before.” 

By the end of last year, Techni 
capacity stood at 650,000,000 feet 
a year, Kalmus said. When the lab 

(Continued on page 11) 


Talk of Studio 
Merger Again Up 


Spiralling production costs have 
again renewed talks of a possible 
conselidation of studio facilities of 
two or possibly three of the major 
studios. While it may never come 
off, the studios are carefully ex- 
ploring the situation. Three com- 
panies, the largest users of one of 
the new film processes, are said to 
be weighing the possibility of a 
consolidated studio operation. 

With all studios making less pic- 
tures and with the increasing em- 
ployment of location shooting both 
here and abroad, there is not a 
Single studio that is using its facil- 
ities to capacity. Nevertheless, the 
fixed costs continue. Under a pool 
arrangement and the employment 
of key personnel, it’s felt that with 
proper scheduling of productions 

, a single large studio could be op- 
erated successfully. 


CORONET FILMS MUST 
BARGAIN WITH IATSE 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

Upholding the findings of its 
trial examiner, National Labor Re- 
lations Board today direcied the 
Coronet Films Division of Esquire, 
Inc., at Glenview, Ill. to bargain 
collectively with Local 476. IATSE. 
exclusive represensative of 
Coronet’s studio production em- 
ployees, including electricians, car- 
penters, property men, sound 
mixer, recordist, boom man, set 
designer and animation employees. 

Excluded from the order are 
Coronet’s cameramen, assistant 
cameramen, film editors, assistant 
film editors, truck driver, office 
clerical help, commissary and 
sales employees, producers, direc- 
tors and other supervisors. 


RKO Slows Its ‘Window’ 


RKO has postponed 


was made at the last presidents’ 


ments left up to Johnston. Stipula- 
tion was that both large and small 
outfits should be_repped. 





' formula to settle recurring disputes 
over the divvying of funds and 
licenses has plagued MPEA for a 
long time. When an MPEA com- 


problem of divvying up costs of 
running the MPEA’s foreign of- 
fices, Johnston felt that the time 
might be ripe for another try at 
reaching an understanding on the 
basic formula. 

MPEA 
constantly running into the alloca- 
tion question. They recently re- 
solved the problem of Pakistan 
remittanees. Still pending is the 
division of Italian licenses—even 
though most companies have a fair 
idea of what’s coming to them— 
and Formesan import permits. 
Need for some master arrangement 
was pointed up sharply earlier this 
year when, being unable to agree 
on an allocation, the distribs al- 
most lost out on five Japanese 
licenses which Tokyo had alloted in 
bulk, with fractional parts dded. 





Foresee Fox-Reisini 
Link in Subscription TV 


Tieup between Matty Fox and 
‘Nicholas Reisini whose Robin In- 
i ternational is to handle Cinerama 
abroad has _ insiders 





tion may not eventually branch out 
into the field of subscription-tv. 
There’s considerable interest 
abroad in toll-tv, and Fox has ob- 
tained the rights to Skiatron’s Sub- 
scriber-Vision system of pay-as- 
you-see. Fox has a staff of econ- 
omists and lawyers currently at 
work on prepering an application 
to the Federal Communications 
Commission for a commercial per- 


as 


to be filed within another month 
or two. 


Meanwhile been 


there have 
ain and Italy. Reisini 
has excellent foreign government 
contacts and would be in a good 
position to survey that field for 
| Fox and to make the necessary ar- 
rangements. 











its 


reissue 


of “The Window.” starring Bar- Walton, Branson Quickie 
bara Hale and Arthur Kennedy Edward L. Walton, exec. as- 
to avoid conflict with Paramount's sistant to RKO president James R. 
current “The Rear Window,” new Grainger. and Walter Branson, 
Alfred Hitchcock entry 


RKO's general manager of foreign 


RKO pic had been scheduled for distribution. are due back in N. Y. 


re-sale carly this month. It's now tomorrow (‘Thurs.) after a quickie 

set for September when it will be Coast hop 

packaged with “Every Girl Should They winged west yesterday to 
as. +s “Nea * ’ < ; . -- 

Be Married, Cary Grant-Béelsy see Grainger and C. J. Tevlin 


Drake costarrer. about upcoming releases abroad. 


Donald producing and Fred F. | pepsin Tig 


formula for the equitable division | 


Decision to form the committee | 


meet in N. Y. with the appoint- | 


Problem of arriving at an overall | 


mittee managed to solve the thorny | 


member companies are | 


wondering | 
whether the Reisini-Fox associa- | 


mit for Subscriber-Vision. It ought ! 


nibbles from abroad, notably Brit- | 
reputedly | 


French film agreement. : 
Arnall said last week that he in- 
tended to return to Washington at- 
ter Sept. 1 to further press for a 
clear-cut ruling from various gov- 
‘ernment agencies on the question 
He said he had found 


7. 
¥ 


Fall Tests Other Than'Sports Crucial 
To Theatre Television Promoters 





15% of U.S. Longhair? 

With 22 theatres in 24 cities 
already signed for the Oct. 5 
theatre telecast of the opening 
night of the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic Orchestra direct from 
Carnegie Hall and with nego- 
tiations taking place for 
others, Edmund L. Dorfmann 
anticipates a lineup of 30 
houses for the musical event. 
“We're not shooting for the 
moon,” Dorfmann said _ this 
week. ‘“We’ve made a study 
of the serious music field and 
we have a good idea of our 
market.” 

According to Dorfmann, 
longhairs constitute about 15% 
of the -pepulation of the large 





/a sympathetic hearing in the capi- 
,tal when he discussed the issue 
| during a two-day visit there. 
Arnall spoke with the Federal 
| Trade Commission, the State Dept. 
and the Justice Dept. as weli as 
with a number gf Senators and 
|Congressmen. He commented that, 
unless he was given satisfaction in 
_his quest for a ruling on grants to 
‘foreign industries by the U.S. in- 
dustry, he might have to take the 
matter up with various Congres- 
sional committees. “I hope I 
won't Hfave to do that,” he stated. 
The SIMPP prexy maintains that 
the disposition of $390,000 under 
the French accord represents «a 
| subsidy to the French film industry. 
MPEA denies this, declaring that 
the money—part of a disputed 


over to the French government 
with no stipulation whatever as to 
what is to be done with it. 

Present indications are that the 


French will set up a special office | 


which will dispense the coin. to 
French producers as_ production 
loans when they sell their pix 
abroad. However, the French are 


also planning to set up an Ameri- | 


can office to promote their pix in 
the same fashion as Italian Films 
Export. 





UA Takes Pic Made By 
Mississippi Theatreman 


United Artists will put into re- 
_ lease shortly a feature produced at 
a cost of $160,000 by a Mississippi 
| theatreowner and a group of back- 
ers in his local area. Film, “Jesse 
James’ Woman,” stars Don (Red) 
Barry, Peggy Castle and Jack Beu- 
tel 


| The exhib is A. L. Royal of Jack- 
son, Miss. He and a local busi- 
ness man, Tom Garraway, formed 
a stock corporation, Panorama Pic- 
tures, and about 180 persons 
| bought shares. In addition to his 
acting role, Barry has billing as 
‘producer and director. 

| Film was lensed in Technicolor 
,in Mississippi and the preem, 
; Slated for next month, probably 
| will be in Jackson. 

| Columbia, meanwhile, has in 
current release another feature 
concerning the much-picturized 
outlaw. This is “Jesse James vs. 


Barbara Lawrence. 





| 48 HORSES INTO TRAINING 





| Take Months To Ready Beasts For 
‘Ben Hur’ Chariot Roles 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Karl Tunberg completed the 
. screenplay for Metro’s remake of 
“Ben Hur,” and the studio ordered 
shooting for next spring. Business 
manager Henry Henigson is cur- 
rently in Europe seeking locations 
and facilities. Sam Zimbalist will 
produce, 

Studio has already started round- 
ing up 48 horses for use in the 
climactic chariot race. They will 
require months of training before 
they are ready for filming. 

' 


| Jane Russell to Europe - 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Jane Russell's first starrer for 
United Artists release. will be 
“Gentlemen Marry Brunettes,” to 
be produced on locations in Lon- 
don, Paris and Monte Carlo, start- 
ing around Sept. 1, under the 
Russfield-Voyager banner. 

Robert Bassler will produce, 
Richard Sale will direct, Jeanne 
Crain will co-star and Jack Cole 
; Will handle the dante direction, 





$750,00 reserve fund—was handed | 


the Daltons,”’ with Brett King and | 


key cities. 


! res meaner anaes 
| 


No Easy Out For 


| 


Yanks Re France 











Theatre tv, which has been strug. 
ee cal six years to -become an 
impor iow entity, hope 
to achieve 1) Reena this fall 
The medium, which has offered 
b.o. events at infrequent intervals 
and which was almost. forgotten 
during the. industry’s technica} 
revolution, is set to put its best 
foot forward starting in Mid-Sep. 
tember. Theatres will be offered 
a variety of events designed to 
appeal to various shades of audi- 
ence tastes. 


Already set for the nation’s thea. 
tres with closed-circuit equipment 
ere the opening njght of the N. y, 
Philharmonic Orchestra on Oct. 5, 
the opening night of the Metro. 
politan Opera on Nov. 7, and Sat- 
urday afternoon telecasts of Notre 
Dame football games. Potential 
attractions are the returr heavy- 
weight .championship match be- 
tween Rocky Marciano and Ezzard 
Charles on September 15, the 
ANTA Album, and a Broadway 
play, possibly “Seven Year Itch.” 

Although no deal has yet been 
set, the heavyweight clash appears 
a certainty for the closed-circuit 
medium. Both James Norris, head 
ef the International Boxing Club, 





87, Turnover Tax 


Conversion of American film dis- 
| tributors’ offices in France into ac- 
| tual branches of the home organi- 
zation appears to be the only way 
in which the companies’ Paris sub- 
sidiaries would be exempt from the 
8° French turnover tax, it now ap- 
| pears. } 

Warner Bros. at the moment is 
the only outfit whose French office 
has such branch status. The rest 
maintain local companies as sub- 
sidiaries. Branch status would im- 
ply that remittances go direct to 
the American company and not to 
any international affiliate. 

The Motion Picture Export Assn. 
tax committee, which went to 
| France some months back to study 
the threatened French tax, is cur- 
rently studying the situation and 
preparing a series of alternatives 
for the companies to follow in 
France. 

It’s pointed out that the branch 
setup, while having the advantage 
of being tax exempt, would also 
have certain disadvantages. If, for 
instance, someone in France want- 
/ed to sue, he could sue the Ameri- 
| can distrib directly. 
| The French tax, which. applies to 
; both income and_ remittances, 
{would cost the American compa- 
|nies close to $10,000,000. Figure 
|/includes retroactive assessments 
,and penalties. U. S. position in 
| talking with the French is that the 
| distribs don’t owe a penny. How- 
; ever, it’s felt that some .compro- 
| mise may be necessary in the long 

run to settle the question of what 
| the French consider is a debt owed 
|them. Even with the penalties for- 
| given, the assessments still» run 
into tall coin. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Greta Garbo 
George Jessel 
Leonard L. Levinson 
Kaye Lyder 
Gerald Marks 
Michael O’Shea 
Murry Weinger 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Cubby Broccoli 

I. Robert. Broder 
Fred Clark 

Harry Cohn 
Alfred E. Daff 
Edith Fellows 
Frank M. Folsom 
Adrienne Garrett 
Harold Gordon 

T. Edward Hambleton 
| Dick Hughes 

Elia Kazan 

Louis L’Amour 
Ralph Levy 

June Lockhart 
George R. Marek 
Louis B. Mayer 
Kevin McCarthy 
Worthington Miner 
Harold J. Mirisch 
Dennis Morgan 
Chester Morris 
Milton R. Rackmil 
James Sauter 
Richard Stapley 
David Tebet 

Paul’ Winchell 
Estelle Winwood 











~——— 


and Al Weil, Marciano’s manager, 
‘strongly favor the medium based 
on the results it achieved for the 
| first Marciano-Charles meeting on 
June 17 of this year. It was the 
most successful event yet pre- 
sented on theatre tv, drawing an 
estimated gross of $450,000 for 61 
theatres in 45 cities. 


Should these events click, it's 
felt that the medium at last emerge 
from the chicken-and-egg stage. 

Bunching of a number of events 


(Continued on page 10) 


New Titles For. 
~ Oldies Multiply 


A few of the more prominent 
film titles of yesteryear are being 
changed as Samuel Goldwyn’s oldie 
films now make the reissue rounds. 
It’s said that local distributors and 
exhibitors are to make clear to 
the public that the pix are vintage 
even though the nomenclature is 
being disguished. 

“Dead End” is now being billed 
“Cradle of Crime,” “Nana” has be- 
come “A French Coquette,” ‘Bar- 
bary Coast” has been switched to 
“Port of Wickedness” and ‘‘Come 
and Get It” has been re-labeled 
“Roaring Timber.” This last, in- 
| cidentally, was the title of a 1939 
Columbia release but Col never 
registered it. 








Europe to N. Y. 


Richard Burton 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Betty Garrett 
Charles Goldsmith 
Ram Gopal 
William Holden 
Jean Kerr 
Walier F. Kerr 
Vivien Leigh 

E. R. (Ted) Lewis 
Brenda Marshall 
Robert Merrill 
Robert Montgomery 
Richard Myers 
Alec S. Nyary 
Tom O’Brien 
Donald Oenslager 
Sir Laurence Olivier 
Larry Parks 

Alan Schneider 
Leu Walters 


N. Y. to Europe 
Robert. Bassler 
Earl Blackwell 
Tom Brandon 
Pietro Bullio 
Marge and Gower Champion 
Pierre Crenesse 
Chris Cross 
Eddie Fisher 
Donald Flamm 
Gloria Fokine 
Victor Francen 
Anita Loos 
Cathleen Nesbitt 
Sam Rosen , 
Herb Rosenthal 
Robert Rossen 
Gabriel Soria 
Sam Spiegel 
Elizabeth Winston 
Darryl F. Zanuck 
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~Skouras-0’Brien Exchange 


Harvard Club 4uncheon in N.Y. yesterday (Tues.) for Tom 
O'Brien from Pritain heard 20th-Fox prexy Spyros P. Skouras 
assure the British visitor that there were no artificial hindrances 
to the circalation of British films in the U.S. and that, in fact, 


they're to be treated “equally as 
maintained it was “unjust and 


well as American films.” Skouras 
unfair’ to believe otherwise. 


Responding to Skouras, O’Brien told the foreign managers and 
others he could never understand those who hold U:S. interests 
want to destroy the British industry and that it was vital for 


Hollywood to have other pix tha 


n its own on the screen. “Giving 


the audience a choice of only American films would be disastrous,” 


he held. 














British 100% Convinced Yank 
Exhibitors Slough Their Produc 


The British film industry takes 
“the unanimous view” that British 
features aren’t getting a fair deal 
in the U.S., Tom O’Brien, general 
secretary of the National Assn. of 
Theatrical & Kit >matograph Em- 
ployees, declared in N.¥. Mon- 
day (2). 

“We are all perfectly aware that 
American distributors and exhibi- 
tors don’t push our pictures and 
in fact tend to play them down 
wherever possible,” he added. 

O'Brien thought in this connec- 
tion that establishment of an_in- 
formation center on British films 
in the U.S.ewould be a project o 
merit and should be discussed by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica and the British Film Producers 
Assn. 

BFPA prexy Robert Clark, in his 
presidential address some_ time 
back, suggested that the British 
create an export center in London 
to promote the foreign distribution 
of British films. Only the Italians 
—via Italian Films Export—are at 
present actively engaged in pro- 
moting their pix in the U.S. IFE 
has also gone into distribution. The 
French are said to be planning to 
open a promotional office in N.Y. 
in the fall, 

O'Brien recalled that the J. 
Arthur Rank Organization does 
have an office in N.Y. and he ob- 
served that he could see where an 
info office might be difficult to 
run without complaints from indi- 
vidual producers who might think 
their product’s been sloughed off. 

The British labor leader charged 
that, while British pictures are for 
the most part suitable to the US. 
market, the “unfairness” of the 


(Continued on page 11) 


U MEN HEAD FOR TOKYO 
FOR 5-DAY SALES MEET 


Universal's Far Eastern sales 
reps will attend a fiveday meet 
in Tokyo starting Aug. 16. 

Sessions will be presided over by 
Americo Aboaf, U foreign sales 
topper. Total of 25 delegates from 
11 different countries will attend. 
Charles J. Feldman, U v.p. and 
general sales manager, currently 
vacationing in the Far East, has 
been invited to be the meet’s guest 
of honor. 

Accompanying Aboaf from N. Y. 
will be Fortunat Baronat, U direc- 
tor of foreign publicity. They leave 
Aug. 6. Repping the company’s 
Far Eastern headquarters at the 
convention will be Arthur G. Doyle, 
Far Eastern supervisor; Wally Orr, 
Managing director for Japan, and 
Paul Fehlen, head auditor. 








Metro Cartoon Plant Starts 


Work Again Sept. 20 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Metro cartoon producer Fred 
Quimby has set Sept. 20 as the date 
for two additional units to start 
work, Cartoon studio resumes op- 
eration on that day after its annual 
Mas vacation. 
of ditions will signal resumption 
Bea the ‘Droopy” and “Barney 
na Series which were held up 
; hi e the cartoon sequences of the 
ure musical “Invitation to the 
Dance were being made, requir- 
4 the efforts of the entire staff. 
Ph erspecta Sound will be used 


new ve: . 
“ W Year, Four are being made in 
‘nemaScope, 


16 cartoon releases for the | 





GRASSROOTS REACTION 
| If Artie Shaw Why Not a Tommy 
Manville ‘Biopic’? 








Omaha, Aug. 3. 

Proposed feature film on Artie 
Shaw’s life last week drew criti- 
cism on the Omaha World-Herald’s 
editorial page. In the letters-to- 
the-editor column, W. A. Lerner 
of Sutherland, Neb., wrote: 

“Shades of Henry VIII! Just 
what has Artie Shaw (and his sev- 
en wives) contributed to the sum 
total of American life that a film 
biography is pianned in Holly- 
wood? 

“If it is the number of marital 
rifts that prompted this film then 
| certainly the love life of Tommy 
| Manville has been overlooked by 
| the producers” 


Exhibs’ Prejudice Agin’ 
Foreign Features Dates 
To Long-Ago Burns—Roth 


Exhibs “are their own worst ene- 
mies” via their refusal to take a 
chance on foreign pix, according to 
George Roth, Atlantic Pictures 
Corp. topper. 

Just back from a midwestern 
swing, Roth said he nevertheless 
had found a definite improvement 
in the status of foreign films, par- 
ticularly the British. He saw a ten- 
dency for arteries to spring up, 
catering to both the small section 
of the specialized audience and the 
foreign language groups. 

Mistake exhibs are making is 
that, having possibly been burned 
once, years ago, they refuse to give 
imporis another chance, Roth as- 
serted. “They forget that times 
and the audience have changed. 
They only want to play it safe, and 
in so doing, they overlook a lot 
of good bets.” 

Roth fcund Alec Guinness the 
one foreign star of sufficient b.o. 
appeal for his pix to rate circuit 
bookings. He thought Italian Films 
Export was doing a good promo- 
tional job, which reflected in the 
success of some of its pix. 

He concedes Legion of Decency 
ratings of foreign pix is a strong 
booking and b.o. deterrent in many 
spots. 


MANNY REINER EXITS 
GOLDWYN PRODUCTIONS 


Manny Reiner, vet in distribu- 
tion, has bowed out as foreign 
manager of Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions. The parting is by “mu- 
tual consent,” James A. Mulvey, 
president of the company, stated 
yesterday (Tues.). 

Reiner joined Goldwyn in Febru- 
ary, 1953, and traveled abroad ex- 
tensively in the post. He was for- 
merly associat.d with Metro, Para- 
mount and Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization. Also active in tv, he 
was a v.p. of Prockter Television 
Enterprises and sales manager of 
Louis G. Cowan, Inc. 

Successor at the Goldwyn office 
will not be named for some time, 
it’s understood. Outfit’s ‘Hans 
Christian Andersen” has played 
the foreign market and Goldwyn’s 
next, “Guys and Dolls,” will not 
be ready until some time in 1955. 
| Reiner hasn't disclosed his fu- 














‘ture plans, 
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BRITISH LABOR’S PEACE ENVO 





BUT WARNS IATSE: 
‘DON TBE GREEDY 


By FRED HIFT 


Unless the IATSE recognizes 
Britain’s right to compete fairly 
for the American tv dollar via film 
production, British labor will sup- 
port retaliatory moves against 
Hollywood releases in Britain, in- 
cluding a _ possible ban against 
U.S. films. 

That’s the message which Tom 
O’Brien, general secretary of Brit- 
ain’s Nationa! Assn. of Theatrical 
& Kinematograph Employees and 
one of that country’s most re- 
spected labor spokesmen, brings 
with him as he sets out for a round 
of discussions in N.Y., Washington, 
Cincinnati and the Coast. 

O’Brien, who arrived in N.Y. 
Monday (2), armed with a mandate 
to speak for all of Britain’s four 
showbiz unions, made no bones 
about British labor’s reaction to 
Hollywood Films Council moves to 
stop what Hollywood unionists 
term “runaway” U.S. tv pix pro- 
duction in Britain. 

At the same time, O’Brien has a 
practical solution on what he calls 
the “misunderstandings” between 
the two international labor groups. 
He will propose the éstablishment 
of a permanent liaison committee 
that would serve to “iron out” dif- 
ficulties as they arise. Looking 
further ahead, the British labor 
leader said he could visualize such 
a committee to branch out to take 





in reps of other foreign unions. 
Such closer contact, he thought, | 
would serve a useful and profit- | 
able purpose. Anglo-American re- | 
lations are uppermost on his mind, 
however. 


Here As Friend 


“I’ve come here as a friend,” | 
O’Brien stated, “but my American | 
colleagues might as well under- 
stand this clearly: International 
trade is a matter of give and take. 
If they want American films to be 
shown outside this country, they 
must be preparéfi to make conces- 
Sions like everyone else. 

“It so happens that Britain still | 
is Hollywood's most important for- | 
eign market. The reported high 
level of employment in Hollywood 
is entirely due to the remitted 
earnings of American pictures in 
Britain. The American unions must 
decide once and for all whether 
they want to confine Hollywood 
product to the U.S., or whether 
they wish it to find a market in 
Britain. If we are discriminated 
against—and the Hollywood Films 
Council's position is completely | 
contrary to American trade prin- | 
ciples—we shall have to protect | 
ourselves.” | 

O'Brien declared flatly that “we | 
can do without American pictures, 





body, 


With Free Coinvertibility, O'Brien 
Thinks U.S. Production in Britain 
Ought to Be 10 Features Annually 





PREJUDICIAL DISMISSAL 


Anthony Sued RKO 
Alleged Plagiarism 





Joe for 





Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Writer Joe Anthony’s $2,500,000 
plagiarism suit against RKO Radio 
Pictures and RKO Keith Orpheum 
Corp. was dismissed, with pre- 
judice, by Ernest Tolin in Federal 
Court. Understood a_ settlement 
has been made. 

Anthony claimed RKO’s “The 
Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer” 
contained parts of his own story, 
“Sister Eve,’ which he had sub- 
mitted to the studio. 


If National Allied Lags, 
Berger’s Bunch Plans 





Attack on q Terms ‘ the country’s economy. 


Minneapolis, July 27. 

Plans are being prepared by 
North Central Allied to go it alone, 
if necessary, in a move to have the 
federal and state governments reg- 
ulate the selling of films to small 
town and subsequent run theatres, 
according to the independent ex- 
hibitors organization’s president, 
Bennie Berger. 

It will do so in case the parent 
national Allied States, 
“doesn’t succeed in getting the dis- 
tributors off their high percentage 
horses or, failing that, 
bring about federal intervention,” 
Berger warns. 

“We'll give national Allied a rea- 
sonable amount of time to obtain 
the sorely needed relief for the 
small exhibitor and if it doesn’t 
produce I'll ask my board of direc- 
tors to approve our own fight,” 
asserts Berger who says he has 
sounded out the directors and is 


|assured of their favorable action. 





United States and Germany 
End Double Income Tax 


Washington, Aug. 3. 
A tax convention with West Ger- 
many has been sent to the Senate 
for ratification by President Eisen- 

hower. ) 
Convention, similar to those with 
many other nations, would end the 
paying of double income taxes 
where nationals of one country 
earn money in another. Thus, U.S. 


if need be. It would take some ad- film companies and actors who roll 


justing, but we can do it. Mind| 


you, I’m not in favor of such ac- | 


up income in Germany would pay 
the U.S. income taxes but would 


tion, but it could become neces-| not be required to pay any to Ger- 


(Continued on page 63) 


} many. 








Eric Johnston in Crossfire 


Verbal brickbats which British and American film labor are 
tossing at oneanother find the Motion Picture Assn. of America 
uncomfortably squeezed in the middle, an innocent bystander with 


a lot at stake. 
Whichever way the producers 


turn, they’re the ones apt to 


suffer final punishment. There’s no question, however, that MPAA 
cheers are meant for the British who're fighting the Hollywood 


AFL Film Council's “isolationist” 
tion of tv pix in Britain. 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston is 


stand against “runaway” produc- 


a great and practicing believer 


in the principle of free trade, and he has made it clear to the 
Hollywood unions that this policy embraces the right of foreign 
nations to compete freely in the American market. 


Fight is strictly between the 


American IATSE, speaking via 


the Films Council, and the British showbiz unions whose spokes- 
man, Tom O’Brien, is currently in this country. ; 
If the Films Council has its way, and manages to keep American 


producers from lensing tv films 
apt to suffer the consequences. 


in Britain, MPAA members are 
O’Brien made it clear in N.Y. 


Monday (2) that, if driven in a corner, the British unions would 
support a move to boycott American films. That would cost the 
producers a minimum of $22,000,000 a year, and likely a lot more. 
The Hollywood unions take the position that the reduction in 
production skeds has reduced employment, and that a further 
drain of jobs via British tv pic production is unwarranted. 
In this uneasy situation, MPAA is doing its best to stay neutral 


and befriend both sides. 
Washington luncheon next week 
wil? be discussed, 


Johnston will be host to O’Brien at a 


at’ which time mutual problems 


doesn’t | 


+ If and when Britain agrees to 


free convertibility of American 
film earnings, the U. S. industry 
should be made to promise to pro- 
| duce a minimum of 10 features in 
| Britain, according to Tom O’Brien, 
a member of Parliament and gen- 
eral secretary of the British Na- 
} tional Assn. of Theatrical & Kine- 
;matograph Employees. 

| O’Brien, who arrived in N. Y. 
| Monday (2), pointed out that Hol- 
|lywood takes out between $17,- 
000,000 and $20,000,000 from Brit- 
lain every year. “I don't think it’s 
| unreasonable to ask the American 
industry to produce aé_e certain 
number of films in our country,” 
he observed. “It should be done 
| voluntarily. I don’t favor force in 
|such matters.” 


| The British labor leader and 
| past president of the Trade Union 
;Congress safa@ film coin converti- 
| bility had been discussed in Lon- 
don, but that it was closely tied 
“The 
; question is likely to come up this 
j}autumn,”*she stated. “I’m in favor 
of it since Britain and Hollywood 
must live together, but I don’t 
think we are ready for it yet.” 
It’s been reported on various oc- 
casions that, when the British film 
|agreement talks start in Washing- 
ton in September, the Motion Pic- 


(Continued on page 62) 


20 YEARS WITH METRO, 
FRED QUIMBY GOES ON 


; Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Fred C. Quimby, Metro’s short 
subject production chief and car- 
toon producer, has been signed to 
a new long-term contract by the 
studio. New pact came on the occa- 
sion of Quimby’s 30th anni with 
the company. 

Simultaneously with the signing 
of Quimby’s new pact, M-G an- 
| nounced the formation of two new, 
live-action short subject units, one 
of which will be for the production 
of dramatic subjects, while the 
other will feature situation come- 
dies. 

Quimby organized the M-G 
shorts department in 1924. The 
cartoon studio was created under 
his supervision in 1937. 











‘Local Video Artists Play 


Film Houses on 50% Terms 


Columbus, Aug. 3. 

Television and film exhibitors 
are getting along like lambs in this 
‘area with country performers Bil- 

ly Scott of WLW-C here and Helen 

| Harris of WLW-D, Dayton, giving 
30 to 40-minute stage shows at 
conventional houses and drive-ins 
for 50° of the gross with news- 
paper ad costs deducted. 

Scott and Miss Harris furnish 
| 14 to 22-inch showcards, newspaper 
| publicity, stills, a trailer and plugs 
on their own video shows. 


Bischoff-Allied Talking 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
In line with its new policy of 
lining up wellknown directors, pro- 
ducers and stars Allied Artists is 
negotiating a deal with Sam Bis- 
choff to produce number of pix. 
Steve Broidy, confirming discus- 
sions, said Bischoff is one of sev- 
eral top producers with whom ne- 
gotiations are on. 








Zanuck to Europe Again 

Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction topper, arrived in N. Y. 
from the Coast Saturday (31) and, 
after a day of confabs with the 
homeoffice brass, left for Europe. 
He was there just recently. 

He'll be back in N. Y. Aug. 24 
to attend the gala preem of his 
personal production, “The Egyp- 
tian.” 





| 
| 
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Sabrina 


Seck romantic comedy with 
Humphrey’ Bogart, Audrey 
Hepburn, William Holden. 
Hearty b.o. possibilities. 








Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Paramount re'ec: ce of Billy Wilder pro- 
duction. Stars Humphrey Hogart, Audrey 
Fepburn. Willicm Velden; features Walter 
Hampden, John Williams, Martha Hyer, 
Joan Vohs. Direc.ed by Wilder. Screen- 
piay. Wilder, Semuel Taylor and Ernest 
Lehman; from the play “Sabrina Fair 
by Taylor: camera, Charles Lang; editor, 
Arthur Schmidt: score, Frederick Hol- 
lander. Previerved July 28, 54, Running 
time, 112 MINS. 
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The Black Shield of 
. Falweorth 
(C’SCOPE—COLOR) 


Actionful swashbuckler with 
Tony Curtis, Janet Leigh and 
good boxoffice outlook. 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Universal release of Robert Arthur, 
Melville Tucker production. Stars Tony 
Curtis, Janet Leigh, David Farrar, Bar- 
bara Rush. Herbert Marshall; features 
Torin Thatcher, Daniel O’Herlihy, Patrick 
O’Neal, Craig Hill, Ian Keith, Doris Lloyd, 
Rhys Williams. Directed_ by Rudolph 
Mate. Screenplay, Oscar Brodney; based 
on the novel “Men of Iron” by Howard 
Pyle; camera (Technicolor), Irving Glass- 
berg; editor, Ted J. Kent; music super- 
vision. Joseph Gershenson. Previewed 
July 27. ’54. Running time, 98 MINS. 
i) eee eee Tony Curtis 
Lady Anne . Janet Leigh 
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(Aspect ratio: 1.75-1) 
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A slick blend of heart and 


chuckles makes “Sabrina” a sock | 
romantic comedy that should catch | 
on at the boxoffice and rate hearty | 


ticket sales. Word-of-mouth poten- | 
tial is strong and will figure .im- 
portantly in building grosses. 

The picture has been loaded with 
the Academy Award-winning names | 
of Humphrey Bogart. Audrey Hep-.| 
burn and William Holden. When 
paired with a stout piece of enter- 
ainment these can keep ticket 
windows humming. Also, the Oscar 
angle is presumably exploitable in 
pushing sales. 

Picture uses the Cinderella 
theme that featured Samuel] Tay- 
lor's play, “Sabrina Fair,” excel- 
lently. It has been reworked and 
broadened into a class, adult com- 
edy that will be liked by the 
masses. Billy Wilder, an Oscar- 
holder himself, produéed and di- 
rected. and did the nifty scripting 
with Taylor and Ernest Lehman. 
Script is long on glibly quipping 
dialog, dropped with a seemingly 
casual air. and broadly played sit- 
uations. The svlendid trouping 
delivers them with a style that will 
keep audiences on the alert. 


Leavening the chuckles are tugs | 


at the heart, and this turning on 
of sentiment upon occasion is a 
large factor in making this picture 
sterling entertainment. 

Basically, the plot’s principal 
business is to get Miss Hepburn, 
daughter of a chauffeur in service 
to an enormously wealthy family, 
paired off with the right man. 
She’s always been in love with 
playboy Hoiden, but ends up with 
Bogart, the austere, businessman 
brother. The change of heart is 
spotted by the audience before the 
players let on they are aware of 
it, too, and before the climax is 
reached. viewers are in for plenty 

of fun. The filim is 112 minutes in 
* running time, but none of them 
seem long after Wilder once gets 
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Universal has come up with a 
romantic swashbuckler for its ini- 
tial CinemaScoped offering and 
the payoff through this company’s 
general market looks good. It 
teams Tony Curtis and Janet Leigh 
to attract the younger ticket buy- 
ers, and backs the pairing with 
plenty of derring-do action. 


Film is shaped expertly to mar- 
ket demands under the co-producer 
function of Robert Arthur and 
Melville Tucker. The escapism in 
the Oscar Brodney screenplay is 
broadly developed under Rudolph 
Mate’s direction and there’s enough 
good costumed entertainment to 
give the picture appeal to all who 
want light, fast-moving filmfun in 
a fanciful vein. 

“Men of Iron,” novel by Howard 
Pyle, furnishes the basis for Brod- 
ney’s script, which details the con- 
spiracy against the throne of King 
Henry IV which the Earl of Alban 
has cooked up, and how the threat 
is put down by Curtis, son of a 
cashiered knight, with the help of 
Herbert Marshall, the Earl of 
Mackworth, and Dan O’Herlihy, son 
of the king. In downing the traitor. 
Curtis regains a noble position and 
the hand of Miss Leigh, the daugh- 
ter of the Earl of Mackworth. 


In leading up to the climactic 
fight between Curtis and the evil 
earl played by David Farrar, foot- 
age works in plenty of details on 
feudal life. These scenes are prin- 
cipally concerned with the training 
for knighthood of Curtis, up to 
this point raised as a peasant with 
| his attractive sister, Barbara Rush. 
| Scenes will appeal to the youthful 
| and action-minded, as will the wall- 
climbing courtship carried on be- 
tween Curtis and Miss Leigh, and 





going with his story. The initial 
lag sets things up for a fast pace 
thereafter. 

The fun is in the playing. Bogart 
is sock as the tycoon with no time 
for gals until he tries to get Miss 
Hepburn’s mind off Holden. The 
latter sells his comedy strongly, 
wrapping up a character somewhat 
offbeat for him. Miss Hepburn 
again demonsirates a winning tal- 
ent for being ‘‘Miss Cinderella” and 
will have audiences rooting for her 
all the way. 

The talent is not all among the 
stars. Walter Hampden, playing 
the father of the ill-assorted sons, 
smacked over many laughs, only 
one of which is his struggle to get 
the-last olive out of a bottle. John 
Williams scores as the chauffeur 
who sends his daughter to Paris to 
become a cook and is doublecrossed 
when she returns a_ fascinating 
Jady. Martha Hyer, Holden’s 
fiancee, and Joan Vohs, a giggling 
blonde who would like to be, con- 
tribute femme charms. The sup- 
porting performances are equally 
smart. 

_ Film_abounds with lush produc- 
tion values, all expertly put on the 
screen by Charles Lang’s photog- 
raphy. The background score by 
Frederick Hollander is another fine 
point in blending laughs and heart. 

Brog. 





Sam Katzman’s 4 Films 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Sam Katzman started his 1955 
Clover Productions program at 
Columbia by assigning writers to 
four films. To date he has lined 
up 14 properties and expects to 
acquire four more for production 
before the end of December. 

Scripters and their assignments 
are Curt Siedm2zk on “The Crea- 
ture with the Atom Brain”; Berne 
Giler on “Dressed te Kill”; Robert 
E. Kent on an untitled western, 
and Ray Buffum on a juvenile de- 
linquency yarn. 


Miss Rush and Craig Hill, a trainee 
friend of Curtis. Climax is a rous- 
ing sequence of bloody dueling 
| that comes off well. 

| The above named players bring 
| their roles off in the proper spirit 
jand other worthy contributions 
come from Torin Thatcher, the 
tough Sir James under whom the 
;embryo knights, train; Patrick 
O’Neal, the wicked earl’s brother: 
|O’Herlihy, the Prince Hal; Ian 
Keith, the king; Doris Lloyd, flut- 
tery lady-in-waiting, and Rhys 
| Wiliams, guardian of Curtis and 
| Miss Rush in their earlier life. 


Irving Glassberg used the 
|CinemaScope cameras and_ the 
| Technicolor tints excellently to 
show off the good art direction and 
settings. Music supervision by 
Joseph Gershenson permits’ the 
score to compete too often with 
the action drama. Brog. 





The Vanishing Prairie 
(Color—Documentary) 





From Walt Disney, another 
fine exploration of nature in 
the raw. 





Buena Vista Films release of Walt 
Disney production; associate producer, 
Ben Sharpsteen; director, James Algar: 
screenplay, Algar, Winston Hibler, Ted 
Sears; narrate 
McHugh, James R. Simon, N. Paul Ken- 
| worthy Js., Cleveland P. Grant; added 
| photography, Lloyd Beebe, Herb Crisler, 
| Dick Borden, Warren Garst., Mur! Deusing, 
| Olin Sewall Pettingill Jr, Stuart V. 
| Jewell, Bert Harwell; editor, Lloyd Rich- 
| ardson; music editor, Al Teeter; anirna- 
| tion effects, Joshua Meador, Art Riley: 
| special process, Ub Iwerks: music, Paul 
| Smith; orchestration. Edward Plumb, 
| Joseph Dubin; filmed with the coopera- 
, tion of the US. Department of the 
Interior, National Par Service, Wind 
Cave National Park. Yellowstone Nationa! 
Park. Fish and Wildlife Service. Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, and the Crow Indian 
Tribe. Previewed NY. July 2, 4. Run- 
rung tume, 71 meine. 








in “Vanishing Prairie.” Walt 
ineney hat a wholly satisfactory 
tollow up to “Living Desert 


«which was hia first True Life Ad- 


truly a remarkable pictorial exami- 
nation of wildlife in the wide open 
spaces of mid-U.S. It’s an uncanny 
study of the everyday behavior of, 
arid the fight for survival among, 
prairie dogs, bison, cranes, coyotes, 
mountain lions, various rodents 
and birds. 

“Prairie” will follow the market- 
ing pattern which was cut with 
“Desert” and there’s every reason 
to believe it will chalk up similarly 
good returns. : : 
The billing of the series is fit- 
ting, for the new pic, like its prede- 
eessor. is a genuine adventure 
dealing with animal existence. The 
audience is given an inches-away 
view of a 200-pound prairie feline 
in exquisitely agile movement, 
pursuing a young deer to provide 
sustenance for her cubs. This and 
other close-ups are provided by 
deft use of long-range cameras and, 
doubtless, much long waiting by 
the lensmen for the right material 
to present itself. : 

Glimpses of the prairie dogs, of 
the rodent family, are particularly 
intimate for the spectator is taken 
right through the labyrinthine 
tunnels which these creatures gnaw 
through the ground and maintain 
as their protective homes. 
The specific secter covered lies 
between the Rockies and the Mis- 
sissippi. The Technicolor mirroring 
is a decided plus that distinctly 
reveals the beautiful contrasting 
hues in the terrain and, of course, 
the four-footed and winged deni- 
zens of the area. : : 

For the most part the film is 
“light.” That is, there’s not much 
of the horror inherent in life-or- 
death struggles between the ani- 
mals. As a matter of fact, there’s 
much underlining of comedic 
values, such as ducks coming in 
for pratt-sliding landings on an icy 
lake. Also, the musical score is 
cleverly in syne with the move- 
ments of the animals on view and 
this has delightfully humorous 
effect. . ‘ 

One scene not for the lily-livered, 
though, focuses on a bison yielding 
a new calf. The actual birth is 
clearly and fully in view and the 
stark rawness of it is strong spec- 
tacle. ( 

The commentary is always infor- 
mative and sometimes amusing. All 
concerned with “Prairie” (see 
credits above) have contributed to 
a film project that is both an edu- 
cational experience and a fine 
entertainment. Gene, 


El Grite Sagrade 
(The Sacred Call) 
(ARGENTINE) 


Buenos Aires, July 20. 

AAA release of Eduardo Bedoya’s ye 
duction. Stars Fanny Navarro with r- 
los Cores, Eduardo Cuitino, Aida Luz, An- 
tonia Herrero, Alba Castellanos, Luis Me- 
dina Castro, Nina Brian. Directed by Luis 
Cesar Amatori. Edited by Atilio Rinaldi 
and Ricardo Nistal. Screenplay, Pedro 
Miguel Obligado; camera, Francis Boeni- 
ger; editors, Atilio Rinaldi, Ricardo Nis- 





tal; music, Tito Ribero. At Gran Rex 
Theatre, Buenos Aires. Running time, 
116 MINS. 





The producers aimed at making 
an epic historical romance out of 
this story based on true incident 
during Argentina’s emancipation 
period, but, despite heavy outlay 
(for a pic here), they only succeed- 
ed in making a corny soap opera 
on celulloid. The antiquated han- 
dling creaked at the ballyhooed 
preem. This has scant interest for 
U. S. audiences although television 
might be interested from an edu- 
cational standpoint. Pic was disap- 
pointing on its opening here. 

Handling is so ancient that char- 
acters even resort to such patent 
devices as calling each other by 
full names and patronymics, Rus- 
sian-style, so audiences will catch 
on to their identities. Moreover, 
yarn is told in flashback by the 
heroine, Mariquita Sanchez de 
Thompsor y Mendeville. She de- 
scribes to a granddaughter, rebel- 
ing against parental discipline, her 
own struggle against rigid Spanish 
custom in opposing ‘her parents to 
wed Martin Thompson; the dawn- 
ing of patriotism when a British 
invasion spurred them to defend 
their native soil; eventual revolt 
against the tyrants, emancipation 
of the slaves and the final arrival 
of independence. The picture’s 
long footage winds up with Presi- 





by Hibler; camera, Tom | 


dent Sarmiento, head of a Feder- 
|ated Republic, honoring the aged 
Mariquita Thompson at Govern- 
ment House. 

Treatment here turns a nation’s 
| birth-pangs into a heroine’s per- 
sonal sob story, with deep histori- 
|Cal overtones colored by present 
| political ideologies. The onus of 
| “enslavers” is tossed towards Brit- 
_ain rather than Spain, overlooking 
the historically-recorded fact that 
| Officers who led the British inva- 
| sion made fast friends of the colon- 
lists and urged them towards eman- 
'cipation. The impact of Napoleonic 
wars on Argentine development is 
'earefully avoided. 

Choice of Fanny Navarro for the 
role of Mariquita segued from her 
status as president of the Enter- 
tainment Guild. Carlos Cores was 


of Martin Thompson when actor 
Carlos Thompson deserted for Hol- 
lywood, However, he acquits him- 
self ably in naval uniforms which 
enhance his fine physique. Aida 
Luz shows rare charm as the wife 
of General San Martin while Edu- 
ardo Cuitino is suitably sonorous 
as Fray Cayetano Rodriguez, a 
signer of the declaration of inde- 
pendence. Luis Medina Castro as 
the villain is leery enough for a 
performance in “East Lynne” -of 
the 1800’s. , 
Perhaps the most interesting 
side of the pic is the reconstruction 
of old Buenos Aires. In some cases 
interior sets are faithfully repro- 
duced from old prints' while props 
are borrowed from museums for 
greater authenticity. But the whole 
has been assembled with neither 
taste nor imagination. Nid. 


Varietease 
(COLOR) 


Beautiful Productions presentation of 
Irving Klaw production, directed by Klaw. 
Stars Lili St. Cyr. Camera (Eastmancolor), 
Daniel Cavelli; editor, Les Orlebeck;: 
music, Metis; song, “Broken Toy” by Ben 
Blosser and Irma Hollander. Previewed 
ae Sef July 29, ’54. Running time, 65 

‘ e 

Cast: Lili St. Cyr, Cass Franklin, Monica 
Lane. Betty Page, Bobby Shields, Baré & 
Rogers, Christine Nelson, Twinnie Wal- 
— Shelley Leigh, Chris La Chris, Vicki 

ynn, 





While beauty is represented in 
the form of Lili St. Cyr, Irving 
Klaw’s immodestly-named Beauti- 
ful Productions offers a film that 
nowhere approaches the billing. 
This is a burleycue film, strictly 
for the skid row joints that play 
this product. It’s a hodgepodge of 
strips, musical numbers, and ex- 
tremely unfunny comedy routines. 
_Klaw has two versions of this 
film, one for states with censor- 
ship boards and another for the 
non-scissors wielders. Except for 
Miss St. Cyr’s final disrobing num- 
ber, the version shown at a New 
York screening offers nothing that 
would offend the Helen Hokinson 


set. 

Photography, sets, editing, per- 
formances (except Miss St. Cyr’s) 
are all substandard. Holl. 





La Chair Et Le Diable 
(The Devil And The Pulpit) 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 


Paris. July 28. 

Jeannie release of Isarfilm-SAFA pro- 
duction. Stars Viviane Romance; features 
Rossano Brazzi, Peter Van Eyck. Writ- 
ten and directed by Jean Josipovici; cam- 
era, Michel Kelber; editor, Denise Reiss. 
At Raimu, Paris. Running time, 90 MINS. 
Mylene Viviane Romance 
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As writer and director, Jean Jo- 

sipovici is at fault for fashioning 
this heavyhanded, bucolic love mel- 
odrama. Lack of character defini- 
tion, familiar proceedings and a 
plodding pace make this less than 
palatable for both domestic and 
foreign chances. 
_ This concerns an itinerant Ital- 
ian worker who comes to work on 
a farm in Southern France. A hot- 
blooded ladies’ man, he is taken 
by the taciturn, voluptuous wife of 
his boss. This leads to the ensuing 
btragedy. The farmer disappears 
after a fight with the worker, and 
when a body is found in unrec- 
ognizable state the wife and worker 
are accused’ of murder. He is ex- 
ecuted and the wife imprisoned. 
Then the farmer turns up, and the 
townspeople run amuck and stone 
farmer, his wife and servant to 
death. 

This grisly affair is handled with- 
out any imagic knowhow and is 
fiat in rhythm and pace to make 
this story unbelievable and preten- 
tious in unfoldment. Viviane Ro- 
mance has brooding sensual looks, 
but is not up to the hauteur of the 
high thespic range of the proud 
brooding woman, while Rossano 
Brazzi and Peter Van Eyck, as the 
worker and husband, are too stilted 
and pompous in playing. Rest of 
the familiar village types are ade- 
quate, but lensing reeks of the stu- 
dio and editing does not relieve 
the redundant pacing of this down- 
beat opus. Mosk, 


Crainquehbille 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, July 20. 


Pathe release of Calamy production. 
Stars Yves Deniaud. Directed hy Ralph 
Habib; screenplay, Jean Halain, from 
novel by Anatole France; dialog, Andre 
Tabet; camera. Andre Germain; editor, 
Madeleine Bagiau. At Imperial, Paris. 
Running time, 90 MINS. 
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Film is the third celluloid round 
for Anatole France’s novel of a 
miscarriage of justice and the re- 
sults of man’s indifference to man. 
The Jacques Feyder version, in 
1925, still remains the most mov- 
ing and humane version which, 
though silent, eloquently depicted 





the life of a small merchant made 
the victim of a misunderstanding, 


j venture feature. This new entry is 4 stop-gap ehoice for the mfale Jead | and almost dying of poverty and 





c when he- 
pies ery m he becomes ’@ soci) 


Present version has updated the 
story, but more comic playing robs 
it of its motives, and it emerges, in 
its new form, as a lachrymose, un- 
even tale that seems dated and 
anachronistic. This is okay for gen. 
eral situations here, but has little 
for U.S. chances due to its stilted 
downbeat tale and uneven direc. 
tion and thesping. 


Crainquebille has a vegetable 
pushcart, and is an affable, kindly 
old man known and liked by all his 
clients. A disagreeable policeman 
does not get along with the old 
merchant, who is the champion of 
the kids playing in the crowded 
streets, and when a disagreement 
occurs the cop arrests the old man 
on the charge that he had been 
insulted. Pic then goes through 
his trial and two-week imprison- 
ment due to the hurried court 
activities, and then the lack of 
comprehension of the old clients 
who boycot him and almast drive 
him to suicide, from which he is 
saved by the undefstanding of a 
little boy. 


Director Ralph Habib has not 
been able to transfer the feeling 
and probing humanity of the origi- 
nal into this, and it emerges a 
folksy bit that is primarily local in 
appeal. Yves Deniaud makes the 
old man a crusty figure, but never 
taps the pathos inherent in the 
misunderstood peddler. Christian 
Fourcade of “Little Boy Lost” 
(Par) overdoes the waif attitudes, 
and the rest of the cast is ade- 
quate. Lensing and editing are par 
but production smacks of too much 
economy, and the _ supposedly 
steaming street scenes reek of 
studio, and are out of keeping with 
the pace and theme of iy * of 

osk, 





Mano Dello Strangiero 
(The Stranger’s Hand) 
(ITALIAN) 


Rome, July 13. 
Dear Film release of a Rizzoli-Milo pro- 
duction. Stars Alida Valli, Trevor thew. 
ard, Richard Basehart,. Richard O’Sullivan, 
Eduardo Ciannelli. Directed by Mario Sol- 
dati. Screenplay, Giorgio Bassani, Guy 
Elems, from an 1 story by Graham 


Greene; camera, Enzo Serafin; music, 
Nino Rota; editor, Tom Simpson. At the 
Bérnini, me. Running time, 100 MINS. 
Roger Court ......... Richard O‘Sullivan 
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Spy meller focusing action on a 
small boy in a Venice locale has 
suspense values for general appeal 
plus good performances, especially 
by Richard O’Sullivan, as the mop- 
pet. For the U. S., cast names plus 
the Graham Greene authorship 
will help. Pie was shot in English 
so no dubbing problem involved. 

The kid (O’Sullivan) is skedded 
to meet his father (Trevor How- 
ard), an intelligence officer, in 
Venice. Before meeting, latter is 
detoured and captured by Slavic 
terrorists “and set for secret de- 
portation to the East. Bulk of film 
shows boy’s efforts, aided by a 
friendly secretary (Alida Valli) 
and her sailor friend (Richard 
Basehart), to find his _ father. 
Search makes for colorful location 
sequences- and enough under- 
played suspense to hold audiences 
until the windup, which sees the 
liberation of the father just as ship 
is set to leave harbor. 

Plot is just a shade coincidental, 
and some of action, especially con- 
cerning the terrorist group’s do- 
ings, is not clear, possibly because 
of the producer’s attempt to play 
neutral. Involved also is Eduardo 
Ciannelli, as the terrorist doctor, 
often torn between East and West, 
and the reluctant leader of the 
gang. 

Pic #7 vaguely reminiscent, in 
feeling, of “Fallen Idol,” also au- 
thored by Greene, but lacks the 
latter’s depth of handling, despite 
a good, unmannered performance 
by O'Sullivan. Howard is good as 
the kid’s father. Miss Valli and 
Basehart have relatively little to do 
in helping the search, with focus 
on the kid. 

Direction could have been a bit 
tighter for the genre, and some- 
times lags for some moralizing by 
the author, but general suspense 
values hold. Enzo Serafin’s cam- 
erawork presents an unusual, off- 
season aspect of Venice, in keeP- 
ing with pic’s mood, and is effec- 
tive. Good musical score by Nino 
Rota backdrops appropriately: 

a ° 
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‘Winds’s’ 3d H’wood Preem 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Something new in film history, 
a third Hollywood premiere, 'S 
slated for Aug. 10 when “Gone 
With the Wind” will be screened 
with trimmings at the Egyptian 
Theatre to celebrate its Annivel- 
sary Jubilee. ‘ ; 

Picture was first exhibited 1” 
1939. 
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Tried Films, Specs, Opera, Ice; 
House of Many Policies, Center 


Never Quite 


By GENE ARNEEL _ ; 

Wrecking crews are ‘ dropping 
the final curtain on one of the 
great victims of circumstance in 
show business history—N.Y.’s Cen- 
ter Theatre. Since its erection in 
1932 the house has been regarded 
as the sole red-ink property in the 
Rockefellers’ mammoth—and. stili 
expanding — Rockefeller Center. 
Films, legit, ice shows and opera 
had been tried without abiding 

cess. 
The villain of the piece is Radio 
City Music Hall, for whose welfare 
the Center had to be “sacrificed.” 

Opening Dec. 29, 1932, the Cen- 
ter’s o-iginal film policy was, right 
off, plenty upbeat. RKO’s “Animal 
Kingdom” teed off and the first 
week's take was a profitable $71,- 
000. Two days earlier, the Music 
Hall had bowed amid the most 
elaborate opening night trappings 
of the era. Over 6,000 persons, er- 
mined and black-tied, showed up 
to view this architectural and show 
world marvel of the “new age.” 
Even before the rent was paid, the 
Hall lost $180,000 in cash in its 
first 16 days. 

‘Palladium’ Policy at Hall 

Both the Hall and Center were 
RKO operations and represented 
an annual rental item of $1,000,000. 
The Center was to be a first-run 
film house; the Hall was designed 
as a bigger and better version of 
London’s’ Palladium, operating 
grand-scale vaude on two a day. 

The Hall’s modus operandi was 
largely the brainwork of S. L. 
(Roxy) Rothafel. He was to oversee 
both situations for RKO. At the 
time, Martin Beck was acting as 
liaison between RKO and Roxy. 

In addition to setting the first- 
run policy, Roxy endowed the Cen- 
ter with its first name—his own. 
Despite the fact that there was a 
Roxy Theatre (and still is) within 

(Continued on page 16) 


CLAIMS VS. CRITICISMS 
ON PROPAGANDA FILMS 


Washintgon, Aug. 3. 
Andrew W. Smith, former film 
Industry executive who is now op- 
erating head of the United States 
Information Ageney’s film service, 
filed a report with his chief, Theo- 
dore C. Streibert, last week. His 
facts and interpretations were 
promptly challenged from New 
York by Eugene W. Castle, another 
retired industry figure, who is 
chief spokesman for the viewpoint 
that American film propaganda is 
a flop and should be abolished as 
an economy measure. 
Smith praised the American mo- 
tion picture industry for helping 
the Info Agency, to reach “an ad- 
ditional 200,000,000 persons weekly 
around the world.” Castle branded 
this statement an “appropriation 
of the entire weekly audience for 
Holiywood’s non-propaganda_ en- 
tertainment movies.” Castle con- 
ee ae U. S. propaganda pic- 
res are shown via mobile trucks 
plese sroups in rural areas of 
screign lands. “It is eommon 
howledge,” said Castle, “that for- 
eign exhibitors will not show 
Propaganda films of ary foreign 
eoncrnment, including our own.” 
at report to Streibert, as 
a1 mane to the press, referred to 
Hi Prints with soundtracks in 40 
in suages which were distributed 
sed “cent months through the over- 
on facilities of Warners, RKO, 
on Ox and Paramount. He also 
a Poles Are Stubborn Peo- 
len a fine example of a picture 
_ Y produced at low cost with 
Sala me Studio cooperation. 
tins mith: “Motion pictures are 
One-of our most dramatic 
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Hoare in From London 


For Selznick Conferences 


Thomas J. Hoare, foreign sales 
v.p. for Selznick Releasing Organi- 
zation, arrived in N. Y. from Lon- 
don late last week for confabs with 
Frank I. Davis Jr., SRO president. 

They’re taking up plans for the 
worldwide reissue of Selznick’s 
“Duel in the Sun” and other pix 
set for re-sale. These include “‘Re- 
becca,” “Tom Sawyer,” ‘“Spell- 
bound” and “Since You Went 
Away.” ; 


22 of U's 30 Pix 
Due For Tin 


With increasing emphasis on 
higher production values and di- 
versification of subject matter, 
Universal’s lensing sked for the 
fiscal year starting Nov. 1 so far 
calls for 30 pix, 22 of them tinted. 

Nearly half of the program will 
consist of high budgeters which 
bring the overall production invest- 
ment way beyond prior levels. Al- 
though it has five CinemaScope pix 
already set, U is keeping an open 
mind on other widescreen pro- 
cesses such as Vista-Vision, etc. 

U program was worked out on 
the Coast at the annual exec pro- 
duction meets presided over by U 
prexy Milton Rackmil. Meets were 
also attended by board chairman 
N. J. Blumberg; exec v.p. Alfred 
E. Daff; Edward Muhl, v.p. in 
charge of production; David A. 
Lipton, ad-pub v.p.; James Pratt, 
‘studio exec manager, and Morris 
Davis, business manager. 

Based on the success of “Walk- 
ing My Baby Back Home” and U’s 
upcoming “So This Is Paris,” the 
studio execs decided to spice their 
sked with at least four romantic 
comedies with music. Cast will in- 
clude bright new personalities, with 
pace and freshness to be the key- 
note. Among the very high bud- 
geted productions will be “Song 
of. Norway,” “Away All Boats,” 
“The Galileans,” “All That Heaven 
Allows” and “New Heaven, New 
Earth.” 


LOVEY ‘TOM AND JERRY’; 
AT LEAST TEMPORARILY 


Metro’s “Tom and Jerry” car- 
toon, marked for 15 years by may- 
hem and near murder, perhaps has 
taken a lesson from the current 
anti-violence protests from parents 
and teachers. 

For the first time since the series 
started, all will be sweetness and 
light. Jerry will not smack Tom in 
the teeth with a well-driven golf 
ball or dump cantaloupe ‘“gre- 
nades” on him from a kitchen table. 
In the upcoming “Tom, Jerry and 
the Kid,” the cartoon characters 
will join forces in a careful, cor- 
rect and tender treatment of a 
new-born baby. 

Metro, however, hasn't indicated 
whether this is a permanent or 
temporary truce. 











Sam Rosen to Europe 


Sam Rosen, executive veepee of 
Stanley Warner, left Sunday (1) 
for Europe to survey additional 
cities for Cinerama theatres. He'll 
visit Stockholm, Oslo, Copenhagen 
and Dublin. 

In a deal with Robin Interna- 
tional, world-wide trade firm, SW 
has already made arrangements 
for the showings of Cinerama in 
London, Paris, Rome or Milan, and 
Dusseldorf in Western Europe. 

Rosen will also have a look at 
the film production centres of Lon- 





don’ and Rome. 
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| average run of films at this Goth- 


|ly playing 





BUT BIZ BAGKS NO 
ACADEMIC CHAIRS 


This September will witness a 
noticeable increase in the number 
of colleges offering courses in vari 
ous phases of motion pictures. In 
quite a few of the institutions of 
higher learning, the students of 
films will be able to receive bache- 
lor degrees for their celluloid 
learning. A few will offer master’s 
degrees. For example, the City 
College of New York will for the 
first time this year offer film stu- 
dies leading to a master’s. 

While the nation’s colleges and 
universities have over the years 
shown an increasing interest in the 
study of films, the industry, as a 
whole, has maintained an ostrich- 
like attitude toward film education 
and has made little use of the 
young men and women who have 
devoted their college days to the 
study of motion pictures. Individ- 
uals connected with the industry in 
various capacities have taught and 
lectured at the colleges, but the 
industry as such has lent little sup- 
port in the form of endowments or 
financial aid. 

Unlike other of the nation’s 
leading industries, which endow 
chairs and support research pro- 
grams, the film biz has remained 
on the outside. While at gradua- 
tion time, scouts representing the 
country’s top firms descend on the 
college campuses to snap up the 
bright young graduates, the film 
biz is noticeable by its absence. 
This has continued to depress edu- 
cators, since they feel the courses 
in the history of films, writing, 
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‘Mutiny’ Leads July Gross Raage — 
Closely Tailed by ‘High & Mighty’; 
‘Apache’ and ‘Demetrius’ Strong 





Par’s ‘Rear Window’ Gets 


Venice Fest Acceptance 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Added starter in the Venice Film 
Festival, which gets under way 
Aug. 22, is Paramount’s “The Rear 
Window.” Entries closed some time 
ago but the selection committee 
accepted the picture after viewing 


|a print. 
Other American entries are “The | for topflight pix in July is found in 





production and direction have un- | 


covered potential Hollywood talent. 


While the industry is only in-| 


terested in the b.o. draw of its 
product, the development of films 
(Continued on page 10) 


CINERAMA PRODUCTIONS 
BUYING IN ITS BONDS 


Cinerama Productions, the com- 
pany which turned over the rights 
to the widescreen medium to Stan- 
ley Warner, is seeking to buy up 
its Series “A” bond issue before 
the due date of Dec. 1. In a letter 
to bondholders mailed this week, 
the company said it would accept 
offers of any amount up to but not 
exceeding 90c. on the $1. 

The. Series “A” issue was for 
$600,000, of which $123,660 has 
been recovered via purchases on 
the open market at prices from 77c 
to 87c on the $1. 

Decision to accept offers from 
its bondholders was made at a 
board of directors meeting last 
week. Board chairman Louis B. 
Mayer presided. Mayer came to 
New York from Kentucky where 
he had been on thoroughbred rac- 
ing business. He returned to the 
Coast on Saturday (31). 








Caine Mutiny,” “Three Coins in 
the Fountain,” 


and “On the Waterfront.” 


Metro Tees Off 





27 in Next 12 Mos. 


Continuing its- accelerated pro- 
duction pace started in April, 
Metro will produce 27 pictures 
during the next 12-month stanza. 
Eight of the new pix are slated to 
go before the cameras within the 
next 60-day period. 

Company has total of 52 story 
properties completed or in various 
stages of writing. The projects in- 
clude a number of stage plays and 
bestseller novels which the studio 
acquired recently. 

Stage plays include two current 
Broadway hits, “Tea and Sympa- 
thy” and “Teahouse of the August 
Moon,” while a third, “The Tender 
Trap,” is scheduled for fall open- 
ing in New York. 


Among recently purchased nov- | 
els which will be brought to the | 
“The | 
Cobweb,” “The Female,” “Bhowani 
Junction,” ‘Charlemagne,” “Black- | 
board Jungle,” “Digby,’ and “The | 


screen are “Mary Anne,” 


Power and the Prize.” 

In addition, the company’s pro- 
gram includes such classics as 
“Ben Hur,” “Quentin Durward,” 
“Green Mansions” and “In Mie. 
souri,” based on Mark Twain’s 
‘Huckleberry Finn.” 





Barney Balaban’s Honor 

Barney Balaban, Paramount 
president, will be honor guest at a 
“Guardians of Israel” dinner in 
N. Y. Sept. 26 under the auspices 
of the Metropolitan Council of 
B’nai B'rith. This marks the first 
time the Council is singling out an 


individual for a salute. 


“Executive Suite” | 


+ Despite murderous heat in the 


midwest, film business over the 
country last month was unusually 
strong. Many exhibitors foresaw 
the start of the fall biz upbeat for 
first-runs getting under way earlier 
in the sturdy b.o. upbeat in July. 
The strength last month together 
with a further climb expected in 
August also is reported reflecting 
the full effect of the 10°> Federal 
admission tax. 

Some idea of how big trade was 





| the fact that the first four biggest 
grossing films amassed better than 
$4,552,000 in the four weeks cov- 
ered by the past month. This com- 
pares with $3,500,000 for the four 
top-ranking pix in June (ordinar- 
ily a bigger month). 


“Caine Mutiny” (Col), which 
started out the month in first 
place, continued No. 1 for four 


straight weeks to become July box- 





? 

July’s Golden Dozen 
1. “Caine Mutiny” (Col). 
2. “High and Mighty” (WB). 
3. “Gone With Wind” (M-Q). 
4. “Cinerama” (Indie). 
5. “Garden of Evil” (20th). 
6. “Apache” (UA). 
7. “Student Prince” (M-G). 
8. “Demetrius” (20th). 
9. “Johnny Dark” (U). 
10. “Knock on Wood” (Par). 
11. “Coins in Fountain” (20th). 
12. “Hell Below Zero” (Col). 











| office champ. Showing was made 
| despite the fact that only in the 
| final stanzas of the month did the 
pic really get extensive bookings 
(13 for last week of month). The 
big meller had seven playdates 
opening week out to any extent. 

“High and Mighty” (WB), a 
C’Scoper, captured second place, 
showing sustained strengh to go 
' three and four weeks in some keys. 
~ (Continued on page 10) 


—_—_— 


‘PRODUCERS GUILD PANEL 
MULLS QUALITY, VIDEO 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Quality films are the industry’s 
best public relations, producers de- 
;cided at second of their Screen 
| Producers Guild new series of 
| roundtable luncheon meetings with 
press. Meeting, chaired by Carey 
Wilson, also discussed cashbox tele- 
vision as source of revenue with 
Jerry Wald contending that quality 








Balaban, now in Europe on a_/ Pix can be enjoyed best on large 


homeoffice within the next 10 days. 





‘Mutiny’ Smash Around U.S.A. 





But Feels Legit Version in N.Y. 


tually the feature and the play are | public relations vein by improving 
far apart in content. “Mutiny” on | customer comfort, service to match 
stage concerns only the trial of | fine product. 


Stanley Kramer’s production of 
“The Caine Mutiny,” Columbia re- 
lease, while doing smash business 
across the country, is not so stand- 
out at the Capitol Theatre, N. Y. 
Pic is doing much better than the 


am location but still the b.o. per- 
formance is weaker than in any 
other key city. 

Conclusion being drawn is that 
the current legit play, “Caine Mu- 
tiny Court Martial,” is hurting the 
film in N. Y. Stage version, at the 
Plymouth Theatre, is now in its 
28th week and has been consistent- 
to capacity business 





“Capt. Queeg” and a brief dinner- 


| vacation, is due back at the Par| screen before large audience and 


| that tv can never match this, Frank 
| P. Rosenberg foresaw closed chan- 
| nel televising of theatrical films as 
eventually replacing many present 
nabe theatres. He opined that pres- 


|} ent 18,000 theatres may dwindle to 
| 8,000 but those left will be show- 
| cases catering to need of people 


| 
} 


| 
| 


to go out for deluxe entertainment. 
Rosenberg also suggested exhibi- 
tor also contribute something in 


(See VARIETY’'s editorial this is- 


party scene at the climax. The pic- | sye—Ed.) 


ture reproduces the entire Wouk 
story. In the film, the court mar- 
tial is on view for only 10 minutes. 

Press reviews of the “Caine”’ 
play were all rave and possibly in- 


stilled in some New Yorkers the from Universal has now 








U’s 5th C’Scoper 


Number of CinemaScope pix due 
risen to 


idea that this is the version to see. | five. Latest U film to be tagged 


At any rate, it seems to have taken 
some of the play away from the 
film. 

This was not the case in San 
Francisco, however. Legiters went 


($33,500 weekly plus a couple hun-| three weeks at the United Nations 


dred extra dollars via standees). | 
Film at the Cap winds its sixth | 


week tonight (Wed.) with a gross| Both did splendidly. Earl Long, | 


of slightly under $40,000. As stated, 


Theatre, S. F., concurrent with the 
run of the pic at the St. Francis. 


manager of the St. Francis, placed 


this is hefty but still slower than’ an ad in the U. N. Theatre’s pro- 
the torrid money pace of the film) gram advising, ‘Now see the whole 
| in other situations. 

While Herman Wouk’s novel is; proach to the legit customers ap- 
the basis of the two versions, ae-! parently paid off. 


story at the St. Francis.” This ap- 


for C’Scope treatment is “To Hell 
and Back,” starring Audie Murphy. 

Rise of C’Scope films on the U 
sked is significant since the com- 
pany was cautiously slow in adopt- 
ing the widescreen medium. While 


“Black Shield of Falmoth” and 
“Sign of the Pagan" have been 
completed, not a single of U’s 


C Scopers is yet in release. 
Other two now in the making, 
include “Chief Crazy Horse” and 
“Captain Lightfoot.” It’s also be- 
lieved ‘likely that U will make 





“The Galileans” in C’Scope. 
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H.0.s Lift L.A; Lance’ Lusty $23,000, 
‘Susan’ Okay 186, ‘Crusoe’ Hep 9146, 
‘Obsession’ 13446, ‘Apache’ 106 in 2d: 


a 





Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 


Holdovers are dominating first- 
runs locally this week, with only 
four new bills, two on the good 
side, opening to bolster trade. Best 
fresh pic is “Broken _ Lance, 
sighting brisk $23,000 intitial round 
on Chinese showcasing. Also good 
is “Robinson Crusoe,” with $9,500 
at the Ritz. ; 

An okay $18.000 is promised by 
“Susan Slept Here,” playing two 
spots, while “Valley of Kings 
looms fair $19,000 in two also. 

“Caine Mutiny” is still topping 
holdovers although showing a 
definite tendency to drop decidedly 
each frame. Good $40,000 is ex- 
pected in third frame in two 
houses. Neat $13,500 is seen for 
second round of “Magnificent Ob- 
session” at Warner Beverly. Second 
week of “Apache” likely will be 
okay $10,000, also one site. “Stu- 
dent Prince” in third week one 
location still is a healthy $10,000 
plus. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (FWC) (1,905; $1-$1.80) 
—‘“Broken Lance” (20th). Brisk 
$23,000. Last week, “Demetrius” 
(20th) (6th wk-9 days), $10,000. 

Fox Ritz (FWC) (1,363; $1-$1.50) 
—"“Adventures Robinson Crusoe” 
(UA). Good $9,500. Last week, 
— Evil” (20th) (4th wk), $2,- 

00 


Egyptian, State (UATC) (1,538; 
2,404: 70-$1.10)—"‘Valley of Kings” 
(M-G) and “‘Red River Shore” (Rep) 
(State only). Fair $19,000. Last 
week, Egyptian, “King Richard” 
(WB) (3d wk), $9,200; State with 
H'd Par. 

Warner Downtown, Hawaii (SW- 


G&S) (1,757; 1,106; 70-$1.10)— 
“Susan Slept Here” (RKO) and 
“Spanish Main” (RKO) (reissue) 


(‘Downtown only). Okay $18,000. 
Last week, “Ring of Fear’ (WB) 
(2d wk), $6,000. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 90- 
$1.50) —‘“‘Magnificent Obsession” 
(U) (2d wk). Neat $13,500. Last 
week, $18,500. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) 42.296; 90- 
$1.50)—“‘Apache” (UA) (2d wk). 


vv 


Broadway Grosses 


—_ 


Estimated Total Gross 


Caine’ Mighty — 
$79,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 

Curious and unusual current 
Loop lineup includes only two 
newcomers, one a reissue. But what 
a newcomer the debuting ‘Caine 
Mutiny” is . It should be around 
here a long time based on its terri- 
fic opening week at Orpheum. “The 
Egg and I,” the other new entry, 
also stacks up well for an oldie 
at Lyric. 

There hasn’t been any other stan- 
za in months in which holdovers 
were so predominant. Extended- 
runs comprise “Cinerama” in its 
16th week, “High and Mighty” 
racking up a fifth, “Gone With 
Wind” on third round plus “Garden 
of Evil,” “Living It Up” and “Gen- 
evieve,” latter three in their 
second cantos. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (S-W) (1,140; $1.75-$2.65) 
—‘‘Cinerama” (Indie) (16th wk). Its 
continued boxoffice stamina amaz- 
ing. Last week, with only regular 
number of shows, another of its 
very best. Smash $20,000. Previous 
week, $26,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(3d wk). Broke house record for 
two successive weeks. Huge $9,500. 
Last week, $10,000. 


Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-75)—“Egg 








Oke $10,000. Last week, $18,900. 


Los Angeles, Iris, Loyola (FWC) | 
(2,097; 814; 1,248; at gee — 
e- | 


in Fountain” (20th) (2d wk). 
dium $18,000. Last week, $29,700. 

Los Angeles Paramount, Holly- | 
wood (ABPT-FWC) (3,200; 756; 70- | 
$1.10)—*“‘Pushover” (Col) and “Law 
Vs Billy Kid” (Col) (2d wk). Modest 
$11,500. Last week, $20,200. | 





Orpheum, Wiltern, Vogue (Met-| Sweeping everything in front of | wk). Nifty $9,000 on top of $18,- 
(2.213; 2,344; it, with long lines all day. The 000 opening stanza. 

$1.25 tariff after 5 p.m. seemingly | 
“Captain Kidd, Slave Girl” (UA)! meeting no resistance. Gigantic | “Knock On Wood” 
(2d wk). S.ow $14,000. Last week, | 


ropolitan-SW-FWC) 
885; 70-$1,10)—“Dial M” (WB) and | 


$24,500. 
Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) 
(2,752; 2,812; 95-$1.75) — “Caine 


Mutiny” (Col) (3d wk). Good $40,- 
000. Last week, $56.500. 
Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,430; $1-$1.50)—"“Student Prince” 
‘M-G) (3d wk). Neat $10,000. Last 
week, with State, $24.600. 
Four Star (UATC) (900; 90-$1.50) 


—‘‘About Mrs. Leslie” (Par) (5th 
wk). Slow $3,000. Last week, 
$3.800. 

Fox (FWC) (965; $1-$1.50) —/ 


“High and Mighty” (WB) (4th wk). | 


Okay $5,460. Last week, $8,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631: 80-$1.50) 
— “Hobson’s Choice” ‘UA) (7th 
wk). Up slightly to $1,800. Last 
week. $1,600. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364: 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
(66th wk). Into current: frame 
Aug. 1 after solid $33.500. 


‘Caine’ Sturdy $20,090, 
Pitt; ‘Wind’ Hotsy 176, 





‘Garden’ Lush at $12,000 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

Holdovers getting the big play 
this week, with second stanza of 
“Caine Mutiny” at Harris and third 
of “Gone With Wind” at the Penn 
the front-runners. Both are hold- 
ing up fine. “Hobson's Choice” at 
Squirrel Hill is strong in second 


week, too. “Garden of Evil.” into | 


Fulton following nine-week run of 
“Three Coins in Fountain,” doing 
well enough to hold. But “About 
Mrs. Leslie.” despite excellent 
campaign, is not getting far at the 
Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 65-$1.10)— 
“Garden of Evil” (20th). Okay $12.- 
000. Holds. 
Fountain” (20th) (9th wk), $7,000. 
Harris (Harris) (2,100: 65-$1.25) 
—“Caine Mutiny” ‘Col) (2d wk). 
(Continued on page 16) 


| Radio City (Par) (4.100; 85-$1)— 


Last week, “Coins in| 


and I” (U) (reissue). This oldie 
making a notable b.o. reappear- 
ance. Modest $5,000. Last week, 
“Knock on Wood” (Par) (3d wk), 
$4,500 


“Garden of Evil” (20th) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, $11,000. 


This Week .......... $607,800 a (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 
(Based on 21 theatres.) eign Clasreme” (Indie) (26th 

Last Year .......... $608,800 | wk). Lusty $17,500. Last week, $18,- 
(Based on 23 theatres.) #500. 


‘APACHE’ ST. LOO ACE, 
$19,000; ‘FRANCIS’ 176 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 


Break in torrid hot weather over 
weekend, is boosting turnstile ac- 
tivity here currently, grosses being 
up generally from last stanza. 
“Apache” looms as standout of new 
pix, with sturdy takings at Loew's. 
“Garden of Evil” looks fine at the 
St. Louis while “Gone With Wind 
is fast on moveover to Orpheum 
after four weeks at Loew’s. “Cin- 
erama” continues to attract hun- 
dreds of out-of-towners. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-69)—“Liv- 
ing It Up” (Par) and “Paris Play- 
boys” (AA). Opened today (Tues. ). 
Last week, “Francis Joins Wacs” 
(U) and “Fireman, Save My Child’ 
(U), fine $17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Apache” (UA) and “Scarlet Spear” 
(UA). Sturdy $19,000. Last week, 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (4th wk). 
$15,000. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (1,500; 75-$1) 
—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Fast $10,000. Last week, “The 
Westerner”(UA) and “Dead End” 
(UA) (reissued), $6,500. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
82)—"One Summer Happiness” 
(Indie). Good $3,500. Last week, 
“Sins of Rome” (RKO), $3,000. 

Richmond ‘St. L. Amus.) (400; 
82)—"Personal Affair’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 
$2,000. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
69)—“‘Garden of Evil’’ (20th). Fine 
$15,000. Last week “High and 
Mighty” (WB) (3d wk), $11,500. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
82)—“Personal Affair” (UA) (2d 
wk). Fast $3,000, after $2,500 last 
week. 


‘Knock’ Bangup 
$12,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug.3. 


Biz is moderate at first-runs here 
this stanza, weekend break in siz- 
zling heat wave and overstocking 
of action films slowing trade. 
“Knock On Wood” is strong at 
Indiana to lead town, with “Liv- 
ing It Up” still good in second 
week at Circle. “Hell Below Zero” 
is only modest at Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 








RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,890: 85- 
$1.25)—“Caine Mutiny” (Col). | 


$29,000. Last week, “Ring of Fear” 
(WB), $6,500 at 75c-$1. 


| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 75-$1)—| 


|““High and Mighty” (WB) (5th wk). 
| Will take its place among top box- 


|office performers here. Tall $6,- 


000. Last week, $7,500. 


' 
,ing It Up” (Par) (2d wk). Tough 
opposition from “Caine Mutiny” 
and “Gone With Wind” has hurt 
this one, but still stout at $9,000. 
Last week, $15,000. 

Wor'd (Mann) (400; 85-$1.20)— 
“Genevieve” (U) (2d wk). Fair 
| $3,000. Last week, $3,200. 


| 
\ 


| State (Par) (2,300: 65-85)—“Liv- | 


Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 
60-85)—"“‘Living It Up” (Par) (2d 


Okay $2,500. Last week, | le 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,836,500 
(Based on 25 cities, and 220 

theatres, chiefly jirst runs, tn- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,336,900 
(Based on 21 cities and 194 

theatres.) 


‘Susan Stout 176, 
Philly; ‘Living’ 126 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

The heat wave and lack of new 
product is hurting first-run biz 
currently although recently it has 
been better than usual for this time 
of year. Lone newcomer to score 
is “Susan Slept Here,” very big 
at the Midtown. “Gone With Wind” 
and “Apache” look to hold close 
to opening week pace, latter being 
especially fine at the Mastbaum in 
second frame. “Living It Up” looms 
smash in third session at the Stan- 


Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (S&S) (625; 89-$1.30)— 
“Valley of Kings” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Tidy $8,500. Last week, $11,500. 

Boyd (SW) (1,450; $1.25-$2.60)— 
“Cinerama” (Indie) (43d wk). Good 
$12,500. Last week, $13,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 75-$1.49)-— 
“Demetrius and Gladiators” (20th) 
(4th wk). Fair $10,000 for last five 
days. Last week, $15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) *t1,200; 65- 
$1.49)—“‘“Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue) (4th wk). Sturdy $20,000. 
Last week, $21,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,360; 75-$1.30) 

(2d wk). Great 


—‘‘Apache” (UA) 
$27,000. Last week, $40,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 74- 
$1.30)—“Susan Slept Here’’ (RKO). 
Rousing $17,000. Last week, “Gar- 
den of Evil” (20th), $8,500 for 
fourth week. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 99- 
$1.80)—“‘Caine Mutiny” (Col) (5th 
— Strong $19,000. Last week, 


Stanley (SW) (2,900; 74-$1.30)— 
“Living It Up” (Par) (3d wk). 
Smash $12,000 or over. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Arrow in Dust” (AA) and “Drag- 
onfly Squadron” (AA). Okay $9,000 











Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 60-85)— 
(Par). . Hefty 
$12,000. Last week, “‘Ring of Fear” 
| (WB), $7,000. 

Keith’s ‘(C-D) (1.300; 60-85)— 
\“Conquest of Everest” (UA) and 
\*“Man Between” (UA). Moderate 
| $5,000. Last week, “Heidi” (UA) 
j;and “White Mane” (Indie), $7,500. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 60-85)-— 
| “Hell Below Zero” (Col). Sluggish 
| $7,000. Last week, “Apache” (UA) 
‘and “Gypsy Colt” (M-G), $8,000. 
| Lyrie (C-D) (1,600; 35-70)— 
\“Southwest Passage” (UA) and 
|“Black Glove” (Lip). Oke .$6,000. 
Last week, “Appointment For 
Murder” (‘IFE) and “Dark City” 
(Indie), $5,500. 





{ 


| 





| Kansas City, Aug. 3. 

| Town is loaded with holdovers, 
;}seven of the eight first-run situa- 
tions currently playing pix on ex- 
tended-runs. Only 


Fox Midwest first-runs, making it 
a big week in three houses. 
and Mighty” in fifth week at the 
Missouri. “Knock on Wood” in 
third round at Paramount and 
“Garden of Evil’ in third stanza at 
Roxy are most unusual holdovers 
in these key downtown houses. 
are doing well above average biz 
even at this late date. “Genevieve” 
is in its 16th week at the artfilm 
/ Kimo still is hoiding near the $2.,- 
000 mark. Bullish biz is ascribed 
by managers to rash of strong 
product and super heat wave which 
sends patrons to theatres to cool 


off. 
Estimates for This Week 
Kime ‘Dickinson: (504: 85-$1\— 
| “Genevieve” (U) (16th wk). Ram- 


i bles on with pleasant $1.900, and | 
i will hold again. Last week, same. | 


Midland ‘Loew's) (2.500; 0-75)— 


“High | 


All | 


HL.0.s Pack K.C.; Francis’ Fancy 186, 
‘Obsession’ Sock 156, ‘Apache’ 76, 2d 


|‘‘Apache” (UA) and “Gypsy Colt” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Oke $7,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

| Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 75-$1)— 


000. Last week, $7,000. 

Orpheum ‘Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
75-$1) — “Magnificent Obsession” 
(U) (2d wk). Great $15,000, and 
continues on. Last week, $21,000. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
70-90/—“*Knock On Wood” (Par) 
(3d wk). Fancy $8,000, and likely 
'to go a fourth. Last week, $12,000. 
Roxy ‘Durwood) (879; 65-85)— 
“Garden of Evil” (20th) (3d wk). 
Nice $5,000, and stays. Last week, 
| $7,500. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- 
da ‘Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 
1.217: 65-85) — “Francis Joins 
Wacs” (U) and “Fireman, Save My 
Child” (U). Big $18,000. Last week, 
“Johnny Dark” ‘U) and “Princess 

j}of the Nile” (20th), ditto. 

Vogue ‘Golden) (550; 75-85)— 
“Fantfan Tulip” (UA) (2d wk). Nifty 
$1,800. Stays on. Last week, $2,000. 


or near. Last week, “Gorilla at 
Large” (20th) and ‘‘Desperado” 
| (AA), $7,000. 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Man With Million” (UA) (5th 
wk). Fair $4,000 or less. Last week, 


$4.500. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.30)— 
| “Student Prince” (M-G) (5th wk). 
| Good $9,000. Last week, $9,500. 
| Trans-Lux World (T-L) (604; 99- 
$1.50)—“French Line” (RKO) (8th 
| wk). So-so $2,800 in final 6 days. 
Last week, $3,000. 


‘SUSAN’ SHARP $15,000, 





Buffalo, Aug. 3. 


BUFF; ‘LIVING’ DITTO 


Boston, Aug. 3. 
Aé a result of last week’s terrific 
biz, believed to be the biggest mia. | 
summer week in years, all down. | 
town deluxers are holding over this 
stanza. Biggest surprise is “Gone 
With Wind,” which spurted way 
over expectations in first week at 
Orpheum and State, and is holding 
up big in seeond frame. “Living it 
Up,” in second week at the Met is 
nice while “Magnificent Obsession” 
in second at the Memorial shapes 
fancy. “Duel in Sun,” in for nine 
days at Paramount and Fenway, is 
excellent. “Caine Mutiny” in fifth 
week at Astor still is in the chips, 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 85-$1.25)— 
“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (5th wk), 
Still very good at $16,000 following | 
$20,000 in. fourth. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (800; 
50-$1)—"“Man With Miliion” (UA) 
(5th wk). Oke $4,000 following $5,- 
000 for fourth. i 

Boston ‘(Cinerama Productions) ° 
(1,354; $1.20-$2.85) — “Cinerama” | 
(Indie) (31st wk). Holding nice- 7 
ly at $12,500. Last week, $13,000. ~ 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1) — 
“Scotch on Rocks” (Indie) (3d wk), 


ond. 


“Duel in Sun” (SRO). 
stint should hit solid $9,000. PF: 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 50-$1)— © 
“Magnificent Obsession” (2d wk). 


first 


—“Living it Up” (Par) (2d wk). © 
Fine $17,000 after $29,000 for first. © 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 65-$1) 
—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (2d ° 
wk). Tall $20,000 looms following 
$34,500 for first week. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) 
—‘“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Hefty 
$19,000 in 9-day stand. : 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 60-95)—_ 
“Pushover” (Col) and “Law Vs. 
Billy Kid” (Col) (2d wk). Nice $8,- 
500 following $12,000 in first. 

State ‘(Loew’s) 

“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| $11,000 after $19,000 for | 
rst. 





L’ ville; ‘Wind’ Rousing 


. Louisville, Aug. 3. 
After a couple days of respite, © 


Ftowm is again in the throes of a 


heat wave, with temperatures 
nudging the 100 mark. Judging 
from the strong biz this week at 
the downtown houses, strong prod- 
uct and cool theatres must be the 
lure for patrons. The Kentucky 
with “Magnificent Obsession” and § 
Rialto with “Saskatchewan” shape © 
biegest at the wicket this week. 7 
“Obsession” is especially sock. © 
“High and Mighty” in fourth at — 
the Mary Anderson and “Gone © 


State continues sturdy. 
Estimates for This Week 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,000: 50-75) 7 


—‘‘Magnificent Obsession” — 
Looks like a big winner for the 
Switow Bros.. with wham $13.000. - 


issue), $6,000. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.200; 
75-$1)\—“High and Mighty” 





Strong, new product and hefty 
holdover fare will boost biz at 
first-runs here currently. “Susan 
Slept Here” shapes lively at Cen- 
tury while “Witness To Murder’- 
“Prisoner of War” combo looms 
brisk at the Buffalo. “Living It 
Up” and “Magnificent Obsesssion” 
both are great in second session at 
Paramount and Lafayette, respec- 
| tively. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,000; 50-80)— 





newcomer is “High and Mighty” (WB) (5th wk).| “Witness To Murder” (UA) and 
“Francis Joins the Wacs” in four | Tapering some to satisfactory $5,-| “Prisoner of War” (M-G). 


| Bright 
$12,000 or better. Last week, 
| “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (4th wk), 
$12,000 at $1 top. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Living It Up” (Par) and “Dragon- 
fly Squadron” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Great $15,000. Last week, $24,500. 

Center (Par) (2,000; 50-80)— 
“Ring of Fear” (WB). Fair $10,000 
or near, Last week, “High and 
Mighty” (WB) (4th wk), $8,000 at 
$1 top. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 80-$1)— 
“Magnificent Obsession” (U) (2d 
wk). Socko $13,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 

Century (Buhawk) (3.000; 50-80) 
—‘Susan Slept Here” (RKO) and 
“Silver Lode” (RKO). Lively $15,- 
000. Last week, “Gambler from 
Natchez” (20th) and “Rocket Man” 
(20th) (5 days), $6,000. 





“Hells Half Acre” (Rep). Fine hot ~ 


| weather fare with $12,000. Last 
| week, 3 


“Johnny Dark” (‘U) and 
“Miss Robin Crusoe” (U), same. 
State (Loew’s) 


-) 
ot 


'(3d wk). Holding up sturdily 
| $10,000. Last week, $16,000. 


‘Apache’ Noisy $13,000, 
Seattle: ‘Living’ 12¢® 


Seattle, Aug. 3. | 

Seafair Celebration helping eS 
pecially at film boxoffice here this” 
round, with sailors from fleet &° = 
ing to shows. “Living It Up” looms” 
standout, with smash takings 197 
second round at La 
“Apache” looks loud, playing (ay*" 





“High and Mighty” and 
on extended-runs. 
Estimates for This Week 


$4,000. Last week, “Weak anc” 
Wicked” (AA) and “Double Com: 
fession” {AA), $2,200. 54 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.829; 65-7 
(Centinued en page 16) 





Fat 186, 24 


nee 


Fine $6,000 following $7,000 in sec- + 


Fenway (NET) (1.373; 50-90)— | 
Nine-day | 


Fast $18,000 following $26,000 in ~ 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 50-90) _ 


(3,500; 65-$1)— | 


‘Obsession’ Wow $13,000, © 


a eee) 


106, 2d, ‘Saskatch’ 126 | 


With Wind” in thizd week at the © 


Sure of h.o. Last week, “Tangany- — 
ika” (U) and “Egg and I” (U) ‘res | 


(WB) 7 
\(4th wk). Going: for bumper $8- © 
| 000. Last week, $9,000. 4 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; @ 
| 50-75) — “Saskatchewan” (U) and | 








(3,000; 65-86'— 
'“Gone With Wind” (M-G) ireissue) § 


Coliseum. 9 


date at Liberty and Music Bo% = 
“Caine | 
Mutiny” both are continuing b's © 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; Com 
90)\—“We Want Child” (Lip). Good™ 





W 


H.0.sHelp Hub; Wind’ Hot 316, Duet Chi 
Fast 286, ‘Obsession’ 
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(hi Boffo; Living’-Crew Cuts Huge 
77,000, Knock’ Giant 456, ‘Brides’ 
Wow 416, ‘Obsession’ Smash 396, 3d 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 

It will be a boff week for the 
Loop because of the happy circum- 
stances of warm weather, plenty 
of pedestrian traffic, four standout 
new pix and three hefty holdovers. 

“Living It Up” with the Crew 
Cuts heading the stageshow at the 
Chicago looks to be a terrif $77,- 
000, Oriental should ring up a tre- 
mendous $45,000 with Knock. on 
Wood.” ads 

“7 Brides for 7 Brothers” is 
Janding a wow $41,000 at the Mc- 
Vickers record since vaudfilm days. 
“Mrs. Leslie” will reach okay $13,- 
000 at the Loop. ; s 

“Magnificent Obsession” is still 
smash in third week at the United 
Artists. “Caine Mutiny” is okay in 
fifth round at the # State-Lake. 
“Cjnerama” enters its second year 
at the Palace with a great $33,000. 

Estimates for This Week 
hicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
Be gsm It Up” (Par) with Crew 
Cuts topping stage bill. Smash $77.- 
000. Last week, “High and Mighty 
(WB) (3d wk), $41,000. 

Loop (Telem’t) (600; 90-1.25)— 
“Mrs. Leslie” (Par), Just okay $13,- 
000 looms. Last week, “Julius 
Caesar” (M-G) (4th wk), $8,700. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65- 
$1.25\—"7 Brides for 7 Brothers” 
(M-G’. Record $41,000. Last week, 
“Paid to Kill” (Lip) and “White 
Fire” (Lip), $14,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 65-87)— 
“Man With Million” (UA) (6th wk). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, $6,000. 
“Valley of Kings” (M-G) opens to- 
day ‘Tues.). 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Knock on Wood” (Par). 
mendous $45,000. Last week, ‘‘De- 
metrius and Gladiators” (20th) (5th 
wk), $16,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
—‘Cinerama” (Indie) (53rd wk). 
Sockeroo $33,000 after last week’s 
$35,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Francis Joins Wacs” (U) and 
“Gypsy Colt” (M-G). Big $22,000. 
Last week, “Hell Below Zero” (Col) 
and “Saracen Blade” (Col) (2d wk), 
$20,000. ‘ 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.80\—""Caine Mutiny” (Col) (5th 
wk). Solid $40,000 after $35,000 
last week. 

Surf (‘H&E Balaban) (685; 95)— 
“Scotch on Rocks” (Indie) (3d wk). 
ale after previous week’s 

700. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98- 
$1.25: — “Magnificent Obsession” 
(U) (3d wk). Still a giant with $39,- 
000. Last week, $42,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,198; 98- 
$1.25\—“Garden of Evil” (20th) 
(4th wk). Firm $16,500 after last 


week’s $18,000. 
(697; 98)—‘‘Mo- 


World (Indie) 
ment of Truth” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Neat $3.100 after opening week's | 


$3,500. 


Ring’ Stout $10,000 In 
Port; ‘Obsession’ 96, 2d 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 3. 

Biz continues stoutly at nearly 
all first-runs despite the heat. 
Caine Mutiny” and “Magnificent 
Obsession” still are big for hold- 
overs. “Knock On Wood” opened 
smash at the Paramount. “Ring Of 
Fear _also looms fine at the Lib- 
erty for a newie, 

Estimates for This Week 





Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 90- 
4 <»)—— “Magnificent | Obsession” 
' (2d wk). Lofty $9,000. Last 


Week, $13,700. 
Guild (Indie) (400; $1)—“Tanga- 


etka’ (Indie). Oke $2,000. Last 
nx, litfield Thunderbolt” (U), 
gy aberty _(Hamrick) (1,875; 90- 
-)'—"Ring of Fear” (WB) and 


guiding Shotgun” (WB). Stout $10.- 
- . Last week, “Student Prince” 
M-G) ‘2d wk), $8,800. 
|Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; $1- 
st <2) — “Demetrius and Gladia- 
rs” (20th) (6th wk). Slim $1,500. 
Last w eek, $2,000. 
g Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
ee High and Mighty” (WB) 
sn Loud $6,500. Last week, 
s)/,4ramount (Port-Par) (3,400: 90- 
~9’—"Knock On Wood” (Par) 


and “Missing Pa ” 

f ssenger (Par). 
pockeroo $14,000 or =, Last 
meek: Paid To Kill” (Indie) and 


Jn Cornell-The G 4 
Fielding stageshow, ote Jerry 
$1.25) —qurets | (Farker) (890; 90- 
ik), Ho e Mutiny” (Col) ( 
Wk’. Hot $7,000; Laist week, $9,200. 





Tre-- 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, ; 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


‘Coins’ Great 286, 
Mont]; ‘Wood 166 


é' Montreal, Aug. 3. 

Town is filled with new films 
but few of them are doing much 
at the wickets. “Three Coins in 
Fountain” shapes far ahead of pack 
with socko total at Palace. “In- 
discretion of American Wife” is 
fair at Cap. ‘“‘“Knock on Wood” still 
is great in fourth Loew’s stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 60-$1) — 
“3 Coins in Fountain” (20th). 
Socko $28,000. Last week, “Royal 
Tour” (20th), $15,000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 45-75) — 





“Indiscretion American Wife” 
(Col). Fair $13,000. Last week, 
“Men Fighting Lady” (M-G), 
$16,000. 


Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 40-65) — 
“Silver Lode” (RKO). Slight $8.- 
000. Last week, “Gorilla at Large” 
(20th), $9,000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,847; 50-85) — 
“Knock On Wood” (Par) (4th wk). 
rene $16,000 following $20,000 in 
third. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,789; 34-60) — 
“Tron Glove” (Col) and “Paris 
Model” (Col). Modest $7,000. Last 
week, “Monster Ocean Floor” 
(Indie) and “Cat-Women” (Indie), 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 40-65)— 
“Walking Dead” (Indie) and “Beast 
with Five Fingers” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Okay $7,000. Last week, 
“Top Banana” (UA) and “Algiers” 
(UA), $5,000. 


Heat Hurts D.C. Albeit 
‘Crusoe’ Lively $10,000; 
‘Caine’ Robust 216, 4th 


Washington, August 3. 

Holdovers and heat are keeping 
down the average along town’s 
mainstem. Despite the lure of air- 
conditioning, the natives shun mid- 
town during this sizzling weather. 
Result is a general biz dip. The two 
new entries, “Adventures of Rob- 
inson Crusoe” at Metropolitan, and 
“Beauties of the Night” at the Du- 
pont, both shape pleasing. “Gone 
With Wind” continues strong in its 
third session at Loew’s Capitol. 
“Caine Mutiny” still is stout in 
fourth week at RKO Keitii’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 70-95)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(3d.wk)., Fancy $21,000 after $27,- 
000 last week. Looks good for at 
least another round. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 60-80) 
—‘Prisoner of War” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $6,000 after $8,000 last week. 

Dupont (Lopert) (372; 65-$1)— 
“Beauties of Night’? (UA). Solid 
$6,000. Holds. Last week, ‘“Cap- 
tain’s Paradise” (Indie) (10th wk), 
$3,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 75-$1.25)— 
“Caine Mutiny’ (Col) (4th wk). 
Stout $21,000 after $25,000 last 
week. Stays. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 60-80) 
—‘‘Adventures Robinson Crusoe” 
(UA). Fast $10,000. Last week, 
“Ring of Fear” (WB), $7,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 65-95)— 
“Apache” (UA) (2d wk). Fine $14,- 
000. Last week, below hopes with 
See aes, but still solid b.o. May 

old. 


Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1)— 
“About Mrs. Leslie” (Par) 2d wk). 
Pleasing $6,000 after $7,000 last 
week. Stays. ' 

Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘“‘Cinerama” (Indie) (38th wk). 
Amazing upswing to rebust $18,500 
after $16,500 last week. Holding on. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 70-$1)— 
“Man With Million” (UA) (3d wk). 
Good $6,000 after $8,000 last week. 
Continues. wo +a) 








v4 | sion was $15,000. «+ - 


‘Wind’ Boffo $26,000, 
Toronto; ‘Living’ 14G 
Toronte, Aug. 3. 

Biz at the major houses current- 
ly is big, with reissue of “Gone 
With Wind” leading the city for 
socko trade. “Knock on Wood” 
also is great in second week. Of 
newcomers, “Living It Up” is fancy 
opening round, with “The Maggie” 
also in opener. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 694; 698; 
40-70) — “Rails into Laramie” (U) 
and “Fireman, Save My Child” 
(U). Light $11,000. Last week, 
“Yellow Tomahawk” (UA) and 
“Riders to the Stars” (UA), $15,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,354: 60-80) — 
“The Maggie” (Rank). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, “Kidnappers” (Rank) 
(15th wk), $4,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-85) — 
“Knock On Wood” (Par) (2d wk). 
Great $14,000 or over. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,090; -60-80) — 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
Smash $26,000. Last week, ditto. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,318; 70-$1) — 
“Garden of Evil” (20th) (2d wk). 
Big $12,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386: 50-85) — 
“Living It Up” (Par). Fine $14,000. 
Last week, “‘Secret of Incas” (Par), 
$10,500. 

University (FP) (1,559: 50-80)— 
“Princess of Nile” (20th). Neat 
$9,000. Last week, “Front Page 
Story” (IFD), $7,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,745; 65-80)— 
“Francis Joins Wacs” (U) (2d wk). 
In four days, oke $5,500. Last 
week, $10,000. 


‘Caine Crisp 336 
Cops Cincy Coin 


i 
Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 

“Caine Mutiny,” Cincy’s areeiait’ 
boxoffice upheaval since “The| 
Robe,” is the only newcomer this | 
week and has downtown deluxers | 
surging to a great midsummer | 
plane.. Along with continued, 
strength of holdovers, it is clear | 
that chilled cinema chambers have | 
not been hurt by prolonged terrific 
heat spell. “‘Living It up’ is banner | 
moveover at Grand. “Gone With! 
Wind” continues lofty at Palace | 
and “3 Coins in Fountain” war- 
rants further tenancy at Keith’s | 
with sock frame. “Cinerama’’ is | 
hugging a high level at Capitol in 
seventh session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,100; 75-$1.25)—‘“Caine 
Mutiny” (Col). Wham $33,000, Cin- 
cy’s biggest grosser since “The 
Robe.” Holds indef, Last week, 
“Living It Up” (Par), at 50-84 scale, 
$19,000. 

Capitol (Ohio Cinema Corp.) (1,- 
376; $1.20-$2.65)\—*‘Cinerama”’ (In- 
die) (7th wk). Holding to lofty | 
$29,000 pace, marked up in sixth 
stanza. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-84)— 
“Living It Up” (Par) (m.o.). Tall 
$8,500. Last week, “Knock On) 
Wood” (Par) (m.o.), $7,500. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“3 Coins In Fountain” (20th) (4th | 
wk). Strong $8,500 after $7,500! 
third round. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 85-$1)—)| 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) | 
(3d wk). Great $15,000 in wake of | 
$20,000 second week. 


Prov. Perks; ‘Duel’ Hep 
106, ‘Francis’ Lusty 86, 














New Pix Bolster B'way, Conquer Heat; 
‘Waterfront’ Record 686, ‘Susan’ Trim 
20G, ‘Lance Loud 686, ‘Brides’ 182G, 2d 


Six nesv, stalwart bills, preemed 
in the past week, are boosting 
Broadway -first-run business to 
probably the best level since the 
really hot weather set in. This 
upsurge in the face of a record 
heat wave was figured as stemming 
from the yen of many patrons to 
seek relief via the aircondition- 
ing in the cinemas. Rain Monday 
(2) and a cloudburst yesterday 
(Tues.) morning did not appear to 
alter the strong overall tone. The 
N.Y. State American Legion .con- 
vention, opening last’ Friday, 
helped some houses. 

The big news is the new all-time 
high registered by “On the Water- 
front” opening week at the Astor. 
Pic wound up initial stanza with a 
huge $68,000, considerably ahead 
of “Battleground,” which held the 
old mark—$59,500. Upped prices 
contributed to the high figure, with 
lines every day. 

“Susan Slept Here” looks to 
climb to a fine $20,000 or there- 
abouts initial round at the Vic- 
toria. “Francis Joins Wacs’’ with 
vaude is pushing to a sock $25,000 
or close at the Palace. 

“Broken Lance” shapes comfort- 
able $68,000 for first week ending 
today (Wed.) at the Roxy. It holds 
until “The Egyptian” preems Aug. 
24. “Pushover” likely will reach 
fair $13,000 at the Globe. Sixth 
newcomer, “Ring of Fear,’ was 


days), $7,000 but proving a very 
stout holdover in previous sessions, 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79-$1.80) 
—‘‘Apache” (UA) (4th wk). Cur- 
rent frame winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) likely will hit sturdy $19,- 
000 or close after $21,000 in third 
week. Stays indef at this gait. 

Normandie (Normandie eatres) 
(592; 95-$1.80)\—‘“Le Plaisir’ (In- 
die) (bth wk-8 days). Winding 
very big run here today (Wed.) at 
oke $4,000. The 10th week was $4,- 
500. “Adventures of Robinson 
Crusoe”. (UA) opens’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.) as Trans-Lux takes over 
operation, which actually became 
effective Aug. 4. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Francis Joins Wacs’’ (U) and 
vaudeville. This round finishing to- 
morrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
socko $25.000. Last week, “Silver 
Lode” (RKO) with 8 acts of vaude, 
$21.000. 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3.664; 70- 
$1.75)—“Ring of Fear’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Landed mild $33,000 in first 
week and stays only three extra 
days. In ahead, “High and Mighty” 
(WB) (4th wk), $34,000, for an ex- 
cellent longrun, one of best here in 
seme time. House brings in “Duel 
in Jungle’)? (WB) Saturday (7). 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568: 90- 
$1.80) —‘“‘Hobson’s Choice” (UA) 
(8th wk). Continued with nice $7.- 
500 in seventh round ended last 





only mild $33,000 opening round 
at the Paramount, and will be re- 
placed Saturday by “Duel in 
Jungle.” 

Still champ is “7 Brides for 7 
Brothers” with stageshow which 


is registering the biggest second | 


Sunday (1). Sixth week was $9,200. 
| Stavs on for several weeks longer. 
| Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
| fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.75)—‘7 Brides 
|For 7 Brothers” (M-G) and stage- 
| show (2d wk). Holding at remark- 


| able $182.000. which is best second 


week at the Music Hall with a ter- round ever at Hall. First week hit 


rific $182,000. It continues on in- | $187,000, figured as biggest open- 


definitely. 
“Living It Up” is heading for a 


wow $38,000 in second session at | 
the Criterion after $54,000 open- | 


ing week. Both are very big figures 
for this house, with a longrun 
plainly indicated. “Caine Mutiny”’ 


rent (6th) frame. ““Apache” still is 
big with $19,000 at the Mayfair. 

“Gone With Wind” finally wound 
up its extended run at the State 
yesterday (Tues.) with $11,000 for 
four-day 10th week. Pic amassed an 
amazing total for an oldie. ‘““Mag- 
nificent Obsession” opens today 
(Wed.). : 

The’ Rivoli .reopens’ tonight 
(Wed.) with “Rear Window” at a 
benefit preem. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; $1.25- 
$2.30\—“‘On Waterfront” (Col) (2d 


| ing week at this house but not the 


| highest at Hall. Opens third week 
| tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.40) 
| ‘Broken Lance” (20th). ~ First ses- 
sion endirg today (Wed.) looks to 
‘reach solid $68,000. Holding, of 


|eontinues sturdy at the Capitol | course. In ahead. “Garden of Evil” 
with $36,000 in prospect for cur- | 


(20th) (8d wk-6 days), $32,000. 
“Lance” will continue until preem 
hm “The Egyptian” (20th)"on Aug. 
| 24. 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
| “Magnificent Obsession” (U). Opens 
|today ‘Wed.). Last week, “Gone 
|} With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) (10th 
wk-4 days). fair $11,000 after $17,- 
| 000 for ninth full week, to conclude 
|a highly profitable extended-run 
‘here. Total for run was amazing 
for this time of year on an oldie. 
Sutton (R&B) (561: 90-$1.50) — 
| ‘Man With Million” (UA) (6th wk). 
| Fifth round ended Sunday (1) was 


j 





wk). Soared to record $68,000 or | Ho to $7,000. Fourth week ~ was 
near. Tops old high of $59.500, | Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453: 
held by “Battleground” (M-G). | ¢1-$1.50)—“Vietory at Sea” (UA) 


Holds, natch! 


5 days), $5,000, but winding a nice 
run here. Tilted scale for *‘Water- 


front’ makes this huge money pos- | 
sible, house getting $1.25 at open- | 


ing Friday and $1.85 starting at 
5 p.m. Seale moved up all along 
line, with $2.30 the Saturday top. 
Looks in for run. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; 99-$1.55)— 
“The Cowboy” (Lip). Opened okay 
on Monday (2). In ahead, ‘“Daugh- 
ters of Destiny” (Indie) (4th wk), 


mild $2,600 after $2,800 for third. | 


Capitol (Loew's) (4.820; 85-$2.20; 
—‘Caine Mutiny” (Col) (6th wk). 
This session winding up 


In ahead, “‘Indiscre- | ke ‘ : tea 
tion American Wife” (Col) (5th wk- | a : a Third stanza ended Sun 


was okay $4,000 after 
| $6.200 for second week. Will stay 
|a few days past the fourth session 
“Her 12 Men” (M-G) on Aug. 11. 
(T-L) (540; 
| $1-$1.50)—“Lili”” (M-G) (74th wk). 
| The 73d frame concluded Monday 
(2) held with good $5,800. The 72d 
| week was $6.300. Stays. 

| Wictoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
| $1.75)—“Susan Slept Here” (RKO). 
Hitting fine $20,000 or near in first 
| week ending today (Wed.). Holds 
over. In ahead, “About § Mrs. 
| Leslie” (Par) (4th wk-9 days), $11.- 


| Trans-Lux 52nd St. 


| 


today | 22° including preview of “Susan 


(Wed.) looks to hold at solid $36.- | 


on Wednesday (28) night. 


‘Flame’ Bright $11,500) o00‘cr near after $46,000 in fiftn| g, Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1.600; 


Providence, Aug. .3. 

Misty weekend toned down beach | 
biz and helped swell theatre at- 
tendance to give most stands a 
happy start. Loew’s is tops with 
“Flame and the Flesh. But com- 
paratively bigger is Albee’s “Duel 
in Sun,” very big. Third round of 
“Caine Mutiny” at Strand still is 
hot. Majestic is also better than 
average with “Francis Joins Wacs.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; ©50-70)— 
“Duel in Sun” (RKO). Heavy ra- 
dio and tele exploitation helping 
to big $10,000. Last week, “Sins of 
Rome” (RKO) and “Overland Pa- 
cific” (AA), $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 50-70)— 
“Francis Joins Waes” (U) and 
“Tanganyika” (U). Peppy $8,000. 
Last week, “Ring of Fear” (WB), 
$8,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,200; 50-70)— 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) and 
“Witness to Murder” (UA). Strong 
$11,500. Last week, “Indiscretion 
American Wife” (Col), over hopes 
at $10,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65- 
$1.25)—"‘Caine Mutiny” (Col) 3rd 
wk). Still hot $10,000, Second ses- 





week. Stays. 

—‘“‘Living It Up” (Par) (2d wk).| 
Present round finishing up tomor- 
row (Thurs.) heading for wow $38.- 
000 after $54,000, over-hopes open- | 
ing week. Continues indef at this 
rate. Competition of ‘“‘Waterfront” 
almost across street not hurting ap- 
parently, with the Martin-Lewis 
pic still hotsy. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—‘Mr. Hulot’s Holiday” (GBD) 
(8th wk). Seventh stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) was big $8,600 after 
$10,000 for sixth. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Pushover” (Col). Initial session | 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) is head- | 
ing for good $13,000. Holds. In) 
ahead, “Hell Below Zero” (Col) (2d | 
wk), $7,500, including preview of 
*“Pushover.” 

Guild (Guild) (450: $1-$1.80) — 
“Malta Story” (UA) (3d wk). Third 
round finishing tomorrow (Thurs.) 
looks like fast $8,300 after $11,500 
for second. Continues, 

Holiday (Rose) (950; 90-$1.65'i— 
“Desire” (Par) and “Shanghai Ex- | 
press” (Par) (reissues). Opened | 
Monday (2). Last week, “Smart | 
Money” (WB) and “Roaring Twen- 
ties”’ (WB) (reissttes) (4th wk-10 








| 
Criterion (Moss) (1.700; 50-$1.85) | 


(61st wk). The 60th stanza ended 
Sunday (1) was $40,000, remarkable 
for second year here. The 59th 
week was $39,000. Stays. 


‘Valley’ Lush $13,000 In 
Det.; ‘Wind’ Strong 286 
In 3d, ‘Fear’ Fat 126, 2d 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 

In the main, holdovers are hold- 
ing down Detroit grosses in first- 
runs this stanza. Lone exceptions 
are “Gone With Wind,” still hot 
in third week at the United Art- 
ists, and “Cinerama,” very strong 
in 72d week at Music Hall. Only 
two newcomers, “Valley of Kings,” 
good at the Adams, and “Yellow 
Tomahawk,” which has no zing at 





'the Broadway-Capitol. “Caine Mu- 


tiny” holds fairly steady at the 
Madison in fifth week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
$1.25)—“‘Garden of Evil” (20th) and 
“Man in Hiding’ (UA) (3d_ wk). 
Oke $20,000. Last week, $26,000. 
_ Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
(Continued on page 16) 
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134 American Pix Out of 188 Films 


~ Released First 


,* 


Half of Yr. in Arg. 


| 





Buenos Aires, July 27. + 


The first half of 1954 had 188 
film releases in Argentina, of 
which 134 were American and 21 
native productions. The balance 
were European — 11 being from 
Spain, seven British, four each 
were French, Italian and Russian, 
two German and one Mexican. 

The breakdown by companies 
shows that WB released the largest 
number with 23. Columbia was 
next with 21, RKO, 16; UA, 14, 
Paramount and Metro, 13. each, 
20th-Fox, 12, Universal, 11; Re- 
public. nine; and Allied Artists six. 

In 1953 there were only 59 
American releases, 25 Argentine 
and 43 European. 

Of the 38 tinters released this 
year, 25 were Technicolor. Cine- 
maScope and 3-D boosted grossto 
to an unbelievable heig'it  al- 
though limited to only two theatres 
here. This has delighted all ex- 
hibitors since it has proved that 
the public is able and ready’ to 
spend more on film entertainment 
— and this fact should persuade 
the government to lift ceiling 
prices. This is confidently ex- 
pected to happen soon. 

In the first 12 of what up to now 
is a 16-week run, “The Robe” has 
grossed around $607,683, more 
than ever has been grossed by any 
picture in this country. This, of 
course, had the boosted admission 
scale of $2 instead of the customary 
35c. “House of Wax” (WB), in 3-D, 
kept almost even with “The Robe” 
for a time, but later fell behind 
and grossed $254.472 in the same 
number of weeks. 


The following were the _ top 
grossers up to June 30 for flat 
version product: “King Solomon’s 
Mines” (M-G), $124,970, 16 weeks; 
“Adorables Creatures” (Difa), 
$124.591, 22 weeks; “Quiet Man” 
(Rep), $121.773, 15 weeks; “Anna” 


(Italsud), $83.605, 12 weeks; “Nous aa dias an canis 
societies. 


Tous des_ Assassins” 
$83,122, 24 weeks; “Altri 
‘Italsud), $72,335, eight 
weeks; “Sous le Ciel de Paris) 
*Difa), $7).737, 18 weeks; “El 
Grito Sagrado” (AAA), $70,980, six 
weeks; “Tales of Hoffmann” (Lon- 
don), $70,534, 11 weeks: “Le In- 
fedeli” (Italsud), $69.391, 11 
weeks; “Grand Concert” ‘Artkino), 
$63,885, nine weeks; ‘“Violetas Im- 
periales” ‘Suevia), (reissue), $58,- 


Sommes 
(Difa), 
Tempi” 


74. 17 weeks: “Breaking Sound 
Barrier” ‘London), $55,752. five 
weeks; and “Singin’ in Rain” 


(M-G), $54,625, eiggt weeks. 











NEW CINERAMA FILM 





Magazine Deadlines Earn Sneak 
View of 2nd Negative i 


| 
; 





Aimed for magazine breaks to) 
coincide with the picture’s opening | 
in the early fall, Stanley Warner 
unveiled “Cinerama Holiday,” the 
second film in the widescreen 
process, for mag_ editors and | 
writers this. week. Film, a rough} 
working print, was shown at the| 
Warner Theatre, N.Y. during the | 
late afternoon. 

According to a SW spokesman, | 
there is still a great deal of editing 
and revising that will have to be 
done on the Louis de Rochemont 
production. No specific date has 
been set for the official opening 
either in New York or in other 
cities with theatres equipped for 


| mmm Continued from page 7 





July Toppers 





Both “High” and “Caine” grossed 
more than $1,000,000 apiece, ac- 
cording to reports from VARIETY 


| correspondents in 24 representa- 


tive key cities. 

“Gone With Wind” (M-G), out 
on reissue for fifth time, captured 
third position, fully living up to 
its initial promise indicated late 
in June. It was second-place win- 
ner one week. -Pic is not only get- 
ting a new group of folks who 
never have seen it, but is attract- 
ing another segment of patrons who 
are intrigued by the chance of see- 


| ing it on widescreen and with im- 


proved sound. 

“Cinerama” (Indie), which was 
second in June, wound up fourth, 
obviously feeling the competition 
of fresh product but not losing a 
single city where it originally 
opened—and adding Dallas. ‘Gar- 
den of Evil” (20th), another Cine- 
maScope production, captured fifth 
spot, hitting third in two different 
weeks. : 

“Apache” (UA), new Burt Lan- 





Cinerama. 
Like “This Is Cinerama,” first | 
film in the process, “Cinerama 


Holiday” is essentially a travelog. 
However, it has a thin story line 
br detailing in narrative fashion 
the reactions of an American and 
European couple in _ witnessing 
scenic splendors. 








Campus & Culture 
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as a true art form continues to oc- 
cupy the attention of many groups. 
This is pointed up by the increas- 
ing number of societies devoted to 
the serious study of pix as an art. 
In recent years, these groups, many 
of them non-profit orgs, have been 
springing up throughout the coun- 
try. 

In New York City alone, five dif- 
ferent film societies are flourish- 
ing successfully. Their membership 
varies from 50 to 5,000. The most 
successful is Cinema 16, the parent 
Cinema 16 
has a membership of some 5,000 
and holds screenings and lectures 
in a local high school and on Sun- 
day mornings in an east side art 
house. The other groups, such as 
Film Forum, Film Directions, 
Group for Film Study, and Theo- 
dore Huff Memorial Film Society, 
also employ schools and concert 
halls. These groups not only show 
historical Hollywood films but also 
exhibit documentaries und experi- 
mental films and shorts. A new de- 
velopment has been the addition 
of lecturers on film history and 
techniques. 

Outside of New York, the film 





Style Buyers 
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fast biz, even during the year’s 
slowest nionrth. 


study groups center around the 


universities. For example, the U. | 


|of Minnesota during the last week 
, of June was host at American Film 
| Week. 


| of 


More than 50 films were! 


caster starrer, wound up sixth with 


|a burst of speed final three weeks 


month. “Student Prince” 
(M-G), which was seventh in June, 
took the same place last month. 

“Demetrius and Gladiators” 
(20th), one of three C’Scope films 
'20th had going in key cities last 
month, was eighth. It had finished 
third in June. “Johnny Dark” 
(U) finished ninth despite not be- 
ing in C’Scope, depending on its 
story and magnet of its stars to 
rack up big money. “Knock On 
Wood” (Par), which was fourth in 
May, did a comeback with fresh 
bookings to cop 10th position. 

“Coins in Fountain” (20th), also 
a C’Scoper, which was No. 1 in 
June, still had enough stamina to 
take 11th spot. “Hell Below Zero” 
(Col) rounded out the Golden 
Dozen for the past month. “Man 
With Million” (UA) was runner-up 
pic. 

‘Obsession,’ Living’ Big 

“Magnificent Obsession” (U) 
shapes as one of big, new grossers, 
based on its initial playdates. It 
was fourth in final week of July. 
“Living It Up” (Par) also looms as 
a p@Qtentially great rmoneymaker, 
predicated on biz opening week 
when it wound up third (final week 
last month). 

“7 Brides For 7 Brothers” (M-G), 
also new, looks also in champ cate- 
gory, judging from its terrific 
opening week at the N. Y. Music 
Hall, where it now jis in the sec- 
ond smash week. “Ring of Fear” 
(WB) opening session out on re- 
lease was inclined to be spotty, be- 
ing good in some keys and fair to 
so-so in others. 

“Susan Slept Here” (RKO), an- 
other new entry, looms promising. 
It was fine opening round in Frisco 
and looks strong in first week at 
N. Y¥. Victoria. ‘‘Pushover” (Col), 





|sereened and workshops on vari- | 2/80 a newcomer, was nice in Bos- 


Paris legit list is now as flat | ous aspects of motion pictures were 
as the new clothes fashion dictator | h¢!4- A guest lecturer was Rouben 
Christian Dior has ordered for the Mamoulian. The college groups us- 


gals. International Dramatic Fes- 
tival of City of Paris concluded 
with performances by Israel’s Habi- 
mah Theatre troupe in “Golem” 
and Ashman play, “Michal, Daugh- 
ter of Saul,” Friday (30) and 
Marcel Marceau and his _ panto- 
mime players exited from the 
Renaissance same night. 
Remaining shows—all of which 
will play through August—are 
Folies-Bergere show, “Real Mad- 
ness,” Casino de Paris show, “Gay 
Paris,” Capucines’ intimate revue, 
“Paris Galant '54,” and only slightly 
revised version of same house’s 
last summer show, “White Horse 
Inn” at Chatelet (reopening after 
brief holiday), Mogador’s operetta, 
“Lovers of Venice,’ “Ah, Les 
Belles Bacchantes” at Daunou and 
“Jupon Vole” at Varieties, both 
miniature musicals by Robert 
Dhery, Palais-Royal’s bedroom 
farce, “Folly of Cambrai.” 
Also Grand-Guignol’s 
dose of horror, 
Hell,” Bruyere’s 
frolic, “If I Ever 
Roussin’s longrunner, 
Child Appears” at 
“Quiet Corner,” 
comedy which 


“Swine Go to 
light summer 
Catch You,” 
“When the 
Nouveautes, 
Michel Andre 
won 





vival of “I’m Here and I'm Stay- 
ing” at Ambigu, revival of “Angel’s 
Cooking” (“My Three Angels”) 
at Caumartin, revival of “13 at 
Table” at Wagram and revival of 
“I’m 17” at Monceau. Miho Hana- 
yagui Japanese Dancers continue 
at Marigny and at Mayol there is 


a characteristic nude show on tap. } 


typical | 


the Tristan | 
Bernard prize, at the Michel. re-| 


/ually work in close cooperation 
| with the local art house operator 
|to avoid a conflict in the pictures 
|shown on the campus and at the 
| theatre. 





Ohio State Huddle 
Columbus, Aug. 3. 

Ohio State University’s depart- 
| ment of photography will play host 
to the eighth annual conference of 
| the University Film Producers As- 
| sociation on its campus here Aug. 
| 16-20, 

The five-day program will be 
built around the theme of “The 


| Film Maker as a Communicator of | 


| Ideas.” The organization is for per- 
| sons connected with production of 


'motion pictures in educational in- | 


| stitutions and its purpose is “to 


|develop the potentialities of the’! 


/medium and its allied media, such 
}as sound recording and television. 
_in order to improve instruction 
/and communication.” 


members. President is Herbert E. 
Farmer, U. of Southern California: 
vice president is O. S. Knudsen. 
Iowa State, and secretary-treasurer 
is Harry C. Webb, U. of Minnesota. 
Only speaker listed in the pro- 
gram who is direct from commer- 
cial television is Boris D. Kaplan. 
film supervisor of “Omnibus.” who 
will be a member of a panel speak- 
ing on “Films for Televisipn.” The 
rest of the participants are from 
college and university film depart- 
ments and from fiim supply com- 
panies and allied businesses, 


The organization has 35 active | 
and associate member colleges and | 
15 companies listed as sustaining | 


|ton and brisk in L. A. opening 
| weeks. “Gambler From Natchez” 
| (20th) was rated fair in Buffalo. 
|“Sins of Rome” (RKO), likewise 
inew, was good in St. Louis and 
| fair in Providence on teeoffts. 


“Tanganyika” (U) was’ good 
|}enough to take a runner-up spot 
|one week last month. “Long 


Wait” (UA) was in like category. 
‘Francis,’ ‘Lode’ Okay 

' “Francis Joins Wacs” (U), a 
fresh entry, racked up some fine 
;coin in keys covered by VARIETY, 
| but, per usual for this series, was 
landing much bigger coin in 
{smaller cities. “Silver Lode” 
(RKO) was inclined to be uneven 
but registered some surprisingly 
satisfactory trade in a number of 
key cities. 

“Adventures of Robinson Cru- 
soe” (UA), too, was a bit spotty. 
However, it registered very solidly 
in locations where given extensive 
bally. “French Line” (RKO) added 
some sizable coin during the month 
as did “Johnny Guitar” (Rep), 
which had been fourth in June. 





Terry Moore Too Tired 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
There'll be a Moore in cast of 
“Annapolis Story” for Allied 
Artists but it won’t be Terry Moore. 
Actress changed her mind after 
telling 20th-Fox she'd like to star 
in film. Subsequently she declared 
she was too tired from personals. 
Studio had okayed loanout after 
she had originally said she’d do 
it 


Meanwhile, Allied has signed 
Alvy Moore, seen in “Susan Slept 
Here.” as male co-star with John 

j} Derek. 


Marciano Return 

Negotiations should be com- 
pleted this week for the Rocky 
Marciano-Ezzard Charles re- 
turn heavyweight match on 
Sept. 15 te be presented via 
theatre tv. 

Both TNT and BOT are bid- 
ding. TNT has presented all 
previous title. bouts of Inter- 
national Boxiitz Club, so tuiay 
have inside track. Bout. will 
originate from the Yankee 
Stadium, N.Y. 


Continued from page 2 ae 














local journalists to give a prize to 
the best foreign film. Prizes to lo- 
cal pix could be given in abun- 
dance, but only the accepted “A” 
fests (Cannes and Venice) had the 
right to give foreign prizes. On this 
score, Delac told Variety that the 
IAP had definitely decided to hold 
only one major competitive festival 
next year to start with Cannes in 
1955, and the Venice fete allowed 
to take place provided no prizes 
were given. He feels this will make 
prizes mean something with top 
films channeling into the big festi- 
vals, and others taking their places 
as merely publicity and _ tourist 
manifestations. 


Main attraction of this fest for 
entered countries was the stipula- 
tion that all officially entered films 
would be relieved of the Spanish 
distribution tax, and be allowed 
full remittance on the film’s earn- 
ings without any strings. This led 
to MPEA drawing lots for the U.S. 
entry, with Universal winning and 
sending “Black Shield of Fal- 
worth,” a CinemaScoper. France, 
always cognizant of foreign mar- 
kets, was on hand with a Unifrance 
booth to hand out propaganda, 
and one official entry “Le Grand 
Pavois” (“The Big Boat”) and two 
unofficial entries in oldie “Juliet- 
ta” and new Fernandel pic, “Le 
Mouton A Cinq Pattes’” (“The 
Sheep With Five Feet’). Spain, 
making this a self-service fest, had 
four entries, ‘‘Viente Del Norte” 
(“North Wind’), “Sierra Maldita,” 
“La Patrulla”’ (“The Patrol’) and 
“La Danza De Los Deseos” (“The 
Dance of Desire”. 


Screenings were held in an im- 
provised theatre, with the result- 
ing drawbacks of uncertain projec- 
tion and bad sound. Lack of promo- 
tion also led to the houses being 
filled only for rare pix which bene- 
fitted by word-of-mouth such as 
“Faiworth,” ‘‘Maddelena” and ‘“‘No 
Way Back.” If one of the aspects of 
the fest was touristic, this segment 
was sadly neglected. Festival was 
run under the auspices of the sin- 
dato Nacional Del Espectaculo, 
which is a non-political org, hous- 
ing most show biz under its juvis- 
diction. 

Plan Second Fete Next Year 


Prexy Manuel Echarri feels there 
will be-a_ second fete next 
year, and that it will improve as 
soon as experience is built up here. 
This year, there were only about 
60 scribes here and the budget was 
a slim $24,000. 


For the newsmen, this was pri- 
marily a junket with beach and 
bullfights more a worthy port of 
call than the fest itself since the 
pix were rated ordinary and per- 
sonalities were at a premium. 
Reaping most attention was Gloria 
Swanson here with her old friend 
Lois Wilson, silent film star and 
present VARIETY mugg in Spain. 
U.S. actor Peter Damon, appearing 
in Hispano pix, and Vic Rueda, his 
manager and public relations rep 
of the Castelana Hilton also were 
around. French had some second- 
line starlets in Dora Doll, Jacque- 
line Plessis and Nicole Maurey. 
Spain, of course, turned out with 
the most, but strictly local, stars 
such as Maria Piazzi, Lucia Rosa- 
les, Jose Suarez and Lola Flores. 
Germany gave this a neat turnout 
with Marika Rokk and Ingeberg 
Koerner plus a few producers and 
distributors with eyes on the Span- 
ish market. 


_ This Variety mugg served on the 
jury and the selection was a Hob- 
son's choice with “Maldita” win- 
ning for it was the one Spanish 
film which showed some semblance 
of style and feeling for imagery 
and movement. This tale about a 
primitive section of Spain, where 
hill people do not mingle with val- 
ley people because of ancient 
prejudice, has two of them inter- 
marrying and finally breaking the 
curse when a child is born. It has 
some fine lensing in the mountains, 
interesting folk customs and a hor- 
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Theatre TV Crucial 
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Reinet 
during the September to Novem- 
ber period. will prove an advantage 
to the theatres since the local loop 
charges can be written off against 
several attractions. .The Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph local 
loop usually cost about $500 per 
theatre and is good for one month. 


With only one event scheduled in a 
30-day period, each theatre had to 
pay the complete sum for only one 
attractica. 


There remains three active pro- 
moters in the theatre tv field— 
Nate Halpern’s Theatre Network 
Television (Metopera and_ the 
championship fights), Milton 
Box Office Television 
(Notre Dame football games and 
possibly the ANTA Album and a 
Broadway play), and Edmund L. 
Dorfmann’s Television Co. (the 
Philharmonic Orchestra). The 
number of theatres equipped to 
show closed-circuit events  stiil 
ranges between 100 and 110. How- 
ever, the largest hookup yet ob- 
tained was the 61 for the June 
fight. However, this lineup was 
bolstered by nine drive-ins which 
installed temporary equipment just 
for the fight. 


Odlum Talks End 


= Continued from page 3 ae 


paid $8,250,000 for 929,020 shares. 
Despite the company’s consistent 
losses since that time, Hughes 
would still come out with a profit 


if he were to receive the $23,500,- 
000 for 100% ownership._ 


The original purchase from 
Odlum and the 100% buyup repre- 


sented a total cost to Hughes of 
$31,750,000. : 

In selling his stock in the thea- 
tre end of RKO to Abert A. List 
last year, Hughes received the 
equivalent of about $5,000,000, thus 
reducing his investment to $26,- 
750,000. A sellout now to Odlum 
at the quoted price would lop this 
down to $3,250,000. 

The big differential lies in 
Hughes’ stock in the holding com- 
pany. Like all other stockholders, 
he’s entitled to sell at $6 per share 
and he owns 1,262,120 shares. In 
round numbers, this comes to $7,- 
575,000. Peddling this would mean 
the airman would walk away from 
RKO with a profit of $4,325,000 if 
Odlum or someone else takes over 
the picture company at $23,500,000. 
This is not including the $1,000,000 
plus which Hughes picked up when 
the Ralph Stolkin syndicate for- 
feited their down payment in their 
ill-fated deal for control of the 
company. 

Odlum controls about 40° of 
the holding company, Hughes 50° 
and the remaining 10% is held by 
outside stockholders. This opera- 
tion, which is actually-only a cor- 
porate shell, did not come up in 
the Hughes-Odlum talks. 




















Hughes Empire 
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Hughes’ aircraft manufacturing en- 
terprise and a brewery in Dallas. 


Rockefeller and Zeckendorf are - 


not strangers, the latter having 
been instrumental in the transfer 
to the City of N.Y. of the Rocke- 
fellers’ property where the United 
Nations buildings were constructed. 


Zeckendorf has since gained con- 
siderably more prominence via 
other king-size realty trading. Most 
recent was the lease taken on the 
Hotel Astor. 


Onassis is no second stringer, 
either. He’s built a reputation as 
magnate in the shipping field and 
presumably was mainly interested 
in Hughes’ airline’ business, the tw® 
fields being somewhat akin. 

On the Hughes side, some time 
ago the airman-producer, etc., was 
reported interested in setting uP 
some kind of Hughes Foundation, 
which would function somewhat 
similarly as the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation. Provision for this would 
be an adjunct of any full-scale di- 
vestiture which Hughes would 
make. 

If the deal is really dead, it will 
mean a loss of $5,000,000 to 
Skouras, This is the amount, its 
understood, which the film exec 
would collect as his finder’s fee. 


ty ee 
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BOT Suggests 
Arbitration In. 
Eady Fund Row 


London, July 27. — 

A letter from the Board of Trade 
last Thursday (22) to the four pix 
industry associations suggested 
that, failing agreement between 
the parties concerned, the two dis- 
puted issues (the rate of the Eady 
levy as from Aug. 1 and division 
of the entertainments tax conces- 
sion) could 
tion. The British Film Producers 
Assn. originally approached the 
government two weeks back asking 
‘for action on its beef against the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. It 
contended that the CEA had not 
implemented its pledge that any 
tax concession should be divided 
to benefit the production industry 
and theatre owners; also, by in- 
troducing lower rates of payment 
as from Aug. 1, it was robbing the 
Eady pool of a substantial portion 
of its income. 

The Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. on July 21 circularized its 
members to pay the Eady levy as 
from Aug. 1 on the lower scale, 
that is $6,450,000 annually and 
about $1,400,000, less than is cur- 
rently operating. The J. Arthur 
Rank Organization, which resigned 
from the CEA recently, also re- 
ceived the instruction although it 
is believed it will continue pay- 
ments at the old rate. Then on 
Thursday (22), Board of Trade 
prez, Peter Thorneycroft, said he 
had arranged for a letter to go to 
the four associations concerned in 
which he assumed that, in default 
of an early agreement, they would 
proceed to arbitration. 


Idea of a third party to settle 
the dispute is not entirely new, and 
trade opinion is- that the govern- 
ment is loath to act in an internal 
industry dispute. The government 
has not indicated acceptance of any 
direct connection between the tax 
concession and the Eady money. 
As far as the tax is concerned, so 
long as the CEA believe settlement 
can be effected within the industry, 
it is unlikely to form part of an 
united industrial plea to the gov- 
ernment to share out the .extra 
coin. Whether any extra coin goes 
into the Eady pool as a result of 
the tax concession is an issue the 
government expects the industry 
to decide for itself. 





Paris 1st-Run Cinemas 


In Shakeup for Fall 


Paris, July 27. 
New regrouping of the most im- 
portant first-run film theatre tan- 


Jem is se ——] j ae abe » . 
com is set for early fall—likely "| cipal antagonist on that same edi- 


September. The original combo, 


the Gaumont Palace,.Marignan and | 
a 9.000-seat setup, will | 


Berlitz, 
have 


the Paris replacing the 


Marignan. The latter house joins | 


— a big first-run on the boule- 
ards, 


The Colisee stays day-date with | 


the Marivaux after alterations on 
the latter are completed. These 
combos are primarily for French 
and Italo pix, but are now reopen- 
ing tor U. S. film bookings, with 


2(0th-Fox first in. It will open in| 
at | 


August 
the Gau 
Berlitz. 


Dick Haymes’ 2d Slap 


Pac Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

fae pecial immigration hearing of- 
seed Ralph Farb again ordered 
— Haymes deported to his na- 
A Argentina on Monday (2). 
a naer has 10 days in which to ap- 
Ruling cleared district immigra- 
tion officer Herman R. Landon of 
charges | that Haymes was “en- 
rapped” into law violation when 
'e Went to Hawaii and reentered 
- S. illegally, 


with “Prince Valiant” 
mont Palace, Marignan and 





Jack Warner Bullish 
7a Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Fn sardless of the competition of 
ip bp the Warner studio is 
tog best position of its history, 
een L. Warner told some 30 
— ar aac and district man- 
S a , , 
Sonclane 1e close of a two-day 
thamong the pictures viewed by 
“Drs ee = “A Star Is Born,” 
~ 4snet,” “Battle Cry” and clips 
from films still to be completed , 

itt. e octet, 
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be submitted to arbitra/ 








lyour wife! 


Meet on Merchandising 


Merchandising plans for 20th- 
Fox pix,, and particulariy “The 
Egyptian,” set for release during 
the second half of 1954 will be 
mulled at a two-day sales meet in 
N. Y. tomorow (Thurs.) and. Fri- 
day (6). care 

Sales reps, including the nine 
domestic and Canadian division 
and assistant division manager and 
32 domestic branch managers, will 
be welcomed by 20th prexy Spyros 
P. Skouras. Sessions will be under 
the aegis of Al Lichtman, 20th di- 
rector of sales, and William C. 
Gehring, exec assistant sales man- 
ager. 

Screening of “The Egyptian” 
will be a part of the briefing. 


Rogers and Autry 
Video Rights Case 





To US. Top Court: 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Roy Rogers and Gene Autry are 
taking their cases against Republic 
to the United States) Supreme 
Court to determine whether or not 
a motion picture company has a 
right to rglease films to television 
without permission of the stars in- 
volved. U. S. Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals recently denied their 
motions for a rehearing of a State 
Supreme Court decision in favor 
of Republic. Their petitions to 
the highest court must be filed by 
Aug. 31. 

“We think the case of sufficient 
magnitude to test befcre the high- 
est court in the land,” said Fred 
Sturdy, attorney for Rogers. 


Spokesman for Autry said: “In 
the Autry case there were findings 
by the Appellate Court that there 
certain restrictions on Republic’s 
rights. We feel a clarification of 
the restrictions must be resolved 
in this case, or a subsequent one.” 

Meanwhile Republic is readying 
the films for release through its tv 
subsidiary, Hollywood Television 
Service. 


Amer em oem 











Anti-Commie 
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tration. In the course of my testi- 
mony—to illustrate the shortcom- 


ings in the so-called “Tenney Re- 
ports’—I pointed out a mention of 
me in the 1949 Report as a member 
of the editorial board of the 
Screen Writers Magazine, while 
Gordon Kahn was editor, which 
did- not include the vital addition- 
al information that I was his prin- 


torial board. 


I did not at any time refer to 
“associations” with groups which 
“later were listed as Red Fronts.” 
This iS an error which appeared in 
an early edition of the L. A. Times 
and which subsequently was picked 
up (in pa¢et) by both Associated 
Press and the VARIETY reporter. 
The Times corrected the error in 
the next edition—and the follow- 
ing day made a point of mention- 
ing the “anti-Communist policy” of 
MPIC which I had outlined. The 
AP also issued a correction. 


I was glad to appear before the 
Committee to urge that it develop 
a system of correcting errors in 
the Tenney Reports which injured 
people who had been mistakenly 
mentioned or who, quite innocent- 
ly, had been side-swiped by Red 
front organizations. But I was not 
one of the latter group. And the 
mention of me in VARIETY, which 
gave that impression, must have 
startled many of my friends among 
exhibitors throughout the country. 

In view of the radioactive nature 
today of any reference to alleged 
Communist sympathies, past or 
present, I trust that you will find 
space to clarify this lapse—which 
probably would have been avoided 
entirely had I been able to get 
down to the Hearing room earlier 
in the day. 

No doubt both Al Lewis and 
Jesse Lasky Jr.—two who fell in 
the ‘‘mistaken identity” category— 
would agree that even when you go 
to a Hearing® to say that you've 
never been married, the headlines 
still read as though you're admit- 
ting that you've stopped beating 


_, Arh Arthyr, , 
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Techni in Sun 
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wrestled with the problem of ap- 
plying its imbibition dye-transfer 
process to CinemaScope, the work 
volume diminished. In July, how- 
ever, with Techni engineers on top 
of the problem, reiease print man- 
ufacture rose 25% and the lab 
added 150 to its staff. Kalmus said 
it would be some time before ca- 
pacity would again be achieved and 
no Coast lab expansion is imme- 
diately planned. 

Techni prexy cited two prior 
cycles of change in the Techni 
business. “At the time of Douglas 
Fairbanks’ ‘The Black Pirate,’. 
Technicolor prints were made on 
Eastman Kodak raw positive stock 
by cementing the red and green 
components together back to back 
to form a two-component positive,” 
he recalled. Techni did good busi- 





ness with the two-color product 
but it was eventually supplanted 
with the new Technicolor two- 
component imbibition (dye trans- 
fer) process. The transition to this 
method was characterized by four 
steps: 

(1) Uncertainty on the part of 
customers (2) Extraordinary ex- 
penditure by Technicolor (3) Sharp 
reduction in Techni volume of 
print orders and profit (4) Subse- 
quent recovery by Technicolor to 
volume and profits greater than 
ever. These same conditions re- 
peated themselves when the lab 
switched to the three-component 
print, which completely super 


,seded the two-component print. 


“The new forms of screen pres- 

entation again called for new types 
of color motion picture prints,” 
Kalmus said. “And so in this cur- 
|rent cycle of change, Technicolor 
has already experienced the first 
phase, uncertainty on the part of 
| the eustomers; the second phase, 
extraordinary expenditure, and the 
third, sharp re€uctions in volume 
and profits.”” With the rising print 
production curve, Kalmus saw the 
fourth and final stage in the cur- 
rent cycle completed. 

The Techni topper denied that 
the move away from the use of the 
Techni three-strip cameras had ad- 
versely affected the lab’s 1954 half- 
|year profits. “We never made 
| profits on those cameras,” he said. 

Even as Techni begins to process 
imbibition prints of CinemaScope, 
VistaVision and others, the major 
studios still retain a part of the 
printing business. C’Scope pix are 
lensed with Eastman color nega- 
tive and prints on Eastman color 
stock are made on their own by 
Metro, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox 
(at De Luxe). However, both M-G 
and 20th are turning over certain 
pix to Techni for’ imbibition 
printing. 

Important angle is that Techni- 

color prints done in the imbibition 
method are still a good deal cheap- 
er than those done on Eastman 
color positive. Techni price is 
5.25¢ per foot whereas the East- 
man color per foot tab comes to 
between 6.25c and 6.50c. Metro 
figures it at the latter rate. East- 
;man color rawstock comes high 
'and there is no likelihood of a re- 
| duction in the near future. 
| Kalmus stressed the great im- 
provement achieved in Techni 
print quality. He also said con- 
struction of Techni’s Paris plant 
was about to get under way and 
| that it would be approximately one 
'year before the French lab would 
| begin to start processing prints. 




















British Convinced 
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distribs and exhibs kept them from 
getting decent playing time. “There 
is a distinct reluctance on the part 
of our American friends to show 
our films,” O’Brien averred. 

Asked whether he knew the rea- 
son, he replied that “it’s probably 
that they’re afraid we might cut 
down on the earnings of American 
pictures.” However, O’Brien admit- 
ted he didn’t really fathom the 
reason for this alleged American 
attitude. 

American company execs, in- 
formed of O’Brien’s comments, re- 
signedly replied that he was in 
error; that British films had made 
great strides in the U.S. since the 
war and that it was unreasonable 
to attribute their slow but steady 
progress to an organized American 
attempt to hold them back. One 
foreign department spokesman 
opined that O’Brien was primarily 
speaking for home consumption 
and that his statement had to be 
viewed in that light. 





senting streets and temples in an- 


| Patrick, a looker in its makeup de- 


ithe Black Lagoon.” 





Greater Skill Needs 


in Booth 


Cue 20th Reel on ‘Know-How 
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Damascus and Lana Turner 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Shooting started yesterday on 
Metro’s “The Prodigal,” one of the 
biggest spectacles ever filmed in 
Hollywood. Outdoor sets, repre- 


cient Damascus, cover an area of 
405,000 square feet, while interior 
séts-occupy four sound stages. 

Charles Schnee produces, Rich- 
ard Thorpe directs and Lana Tur- 
ner and Edmund Purdom head the 
cast which includes more than 
4,000 extras. 


Bert Lytell Tour 


Presages More 
Film Pitchmen’ 


Film biz is discovering the value | 
of the “pitchman” and at the same | 
time is beginning to let the public 
in on some of the _ behind-the- 
scenes activities in picture making. 

Companies, determined to drum 
up interest in their big pix, are | 
supplementing their regular ad- 
pub campaigns with the “personal 
touch” by sending out gabbers to 
plug the product. These envoys do 
a job not only by praising the film 
but, more important, by telling the | 
public something of the hows and | 
wherefores of production. 
’ This is quite a departure for! 
Hollywood which, over the years, | 
has concentrated more on stars’) 
chest measurements, ignoring —)} 
possibly deliberately — the audi- | 
ence’s curiosity about how a film! 
is put together. 

Latest to join this new type lec- | 
ture circuit is Bert Lytell who has | 
just hit the road as advance man} 
for 20th-Fox’s “The Egyptian.” Ac- 


cording to 20th, Lytell—who does | 








1 
| 


not appear in the film—was picked | 


because he’s a personality with a| 


Concerned over the _ careless 
manner in which its CinemaScope 
pix are being projected in some 
houses, 20th-Fox will produce an 
“educational” reel aimed primarily 
at projectionists. 

Company has been getting re- 
ports from its engineers that even 
in some of the first-runs the pro- 
jectionist equipment needed ad- 
justment and that, in many in- 
stances, projectionists weren’t pay- 
ing sufficient attention to the show 
to make sure the picture is in 
focus and the sound is properly 
faded in and out. 

While 20th execs stress that, in 
no way, are they trying to tell ex- 
hibs how to run their theatres, 
they nevertheless argue that flaws 
in projection quality, resulting in 
fuzzy images and_ unbalanced 
sound, might serve to scare off 
what they consider is an audience 
newly won via C’Scope. Subject 
came up for discussion at a meet 
of the 20th brass in N.Y. last week. 


Upshot is the decision to pro- 
duce a film that will graphically il- 
lustrate to both exhibs and their 
staff the importance of dishing up 
the perfect picture. Reel will con- 
tain instructions on the proper 
physical presentation of a C’Scope 
pic, including the technical as- 
pects of correct focusing and han- 
dling of stereophonic sound. 


20th execs admit that they can 
not control the human angle in- 
volving a projectionist used to do- 
ing things a certain way and easily 
won over to a new procedure. At 
the same time, they feel that an 
educational pointer including a 
comparison of a C’Scope scene 
properly and improperly presented 
might serve to alert theatre staffs 
to the importance of getting the 
best possible picture on the sereen. 

Al Lichtman; 20th director of 
sales, last week wouldn’t go be- 
yond an acknowledgement of 20th’s 
plans to make a demonstration 
reel. He said it should be ready 
within a couple of weeks. 

20th isn’t the only company to 
have had the experience of poor 
projection and fuzzy images which, 
with the new camera lenses, should 
no longer be necessary. Universal, 


solid reputation. Apart from that,| jn g tryout showing of “Black 
he liked the picture, and he’s a fast cpielgd of Falworth” in the mid- 


and amusing talker. j 


Lytell, who carries with him a 
number of painted miiniature sets 
from “The Egyptian” to illustrate | 
his talks, is set to address clubs 
and other groups in 26 cities. He'll 
be in each town only a day, and 
will manage to cram in radio, tv 
and newspaper interviews in addi- 
tion to other chores. 

His kind of work isn’t meant to 
supplant the star p.a.. which still 
rates high in the publicist’s book. 
However, he and others are hitting 
a new angle, and the companies 
feel it pays off in many different 
ways. | 

Outfit that got the ball rolling} 
on this type promotion was Uni- | 
versal which is still hard at it, | 


sending out not only stars and star- | 
lets, but also producers, directors, | 
writers and studio technicians. U 
grabbed plenty of space, for in- 


stance, when it toured Millicent 


partment, who had designed the 
horror mask for “The Creature of 
For “Madenifi- 
cent. Obsession,”’ U’s Bill Thomas, 
the fashion designer on the film, 
and men from the hairdressing and | 
music department beating the pub- 
licity bushes and getting plenty re- 
sults. 

Charles Le Maire, wardrobe di- 
rector for “‘The Egyptian,” goes on 
tour Aug. 15 to tell audiences in 
western cities about the job of cre- 
ating and designing the costumes 
for the CinemaScope spectacle. 

In the past, 20th had Francis X. 
Bushman out on similar tours for 
“David and Bathsheba” and Metro 
had Fritz Goodwin discoursing on 
Shakespeare and the arts in con- 
nection with “Julius Caesar.’”’ Same 
outfit had Morgan Hudgins lectur- 
ing in connection with “Quo Vadis” 
and ‘“Mogambo.” Hudgins was the 
unit man on both pix. Paramount 
sponsored a wide swing by Henry 
Wilcoxon for “Samson and Deliah.” 

Reasoning is that, apart from 
adding to the cultural value of 
films, these speakers address them- 
selves to a more mature audience 
which responds more readily to an | 
intelligent and yet entertaining dis- 
cussion of entertainment and how 





eats meade i Sk 


west last week, had a similar ex- 
perience when the stereo sound 
wouldn’t work right. The print 
was shipped into N.Y. and run off 
with perfect results, proving that 
the fault was in the projectionist’s 
handling. 

Stereo sound is admittedly more 
delicate to balance and requires 
the constant attention of the man 
in the booth who must fade in and 
out at the right moment. Apart 
from the educational reel, 20th 
may resort to other means, such 
as an ad campaign, to put its mes- 
sage across. 20th execs stress that 
they're acting not only for them- 
selves, but for-the erftire industry 
in encouraging improved projec- 
tion. 


Indie Prods, With Rank 
To Film Bestseller 


London, July 27. 

London Independent Producers 
in association with the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization are to film the 
bestseller, “Above Us, the Waves,” 
by C. E. T. Warren and James 
Benson. The Admiralty is cooper- 
ating in making the film which 
depicts the attack by midget sub- 
marines on the German battleship 
Tirpitz. 

Pic is due to start rolling at 
Pinewood in September, and will 
be produced by Bill MacQuitty and 
directed by Ralph Thomas. Script 
is by Robin Estridge. A number of 
sequences already have been shot 
during the naval exercises. 


Fred Schwartz’s Aussie 
Co-Production Coming Up 


“Long John Silver,” first film 
financed by a syndicate headed by 
Fred Schwartz, Century Circuit 
topper, has been set for national 
release during the Christmas holi- 
days. 

Produced by Joseph Kaufman, 
the picture was made in Australia 
under a co-production arrangement 
with an Australian company. Film 
was directed by Byron Haskin and 
Robert Newton and Connie Gil- 
christ. 
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Wait-&-See Stance of Ital. Pix Prods. 
As Costs Rise; Expect New Govt, Move 


eee na, 27. 
x “and - little un- 
a abet sum up the 
certainty P > : 
cituation in Italian film circles to- 
day, despite reassuring statements 
‘cued regularly by both produc- 
tion men and responsible govern- 
ment officials. Last year’s confi- 
dent co-ahead attitude on produc: 
tion has changed to a more cau- 
tious wait-and-see, and a general 
readjustment 1s noticeable.. The 
jump from artisan to producer is 
not without growing pains. Costs 
are up, especially in the thespic 
field with not only imported actors, 
put Italians as well asking and 
getting inflated wages. Color is 
now a must for any self-respecting 
production, hence more costs. And 
films have become one of Italy’s 
top exports, and must play to a 
wider range of customers and taste. 
Main reason for the present un- 
certainty has been-the delay ..in 
government approval or even con- 
sideration of the new protective 
film legislation, With the.old law 
set to expire in December, pro- 
ducers have been reluctant to go 
out on a limb with new productions 
before knowing clauses of the new 
legislation. (Allowing an average 
six-month span from plan‘to screen, 
pix shot now would be affected by 
new law or a lack thereof). ~Re- 
peated reassuran¢es by govern- 
ment officials have eased the pres- 
sure somewhat, and some pro- 
ducers have announced a go-ahead 
in production, Oe 
The new Italian film legislation, 
as proposed, is said to include 
many changes. While the old set- 
up called for a 10% tax rebate on 
approved pix (practically all) and 
an added 8% for exceptional ones 
(an overlarge number was consid- 
ered in this class), the new law 
would give a. flat 14% to all ap- 
proved ~ pix, © with ~substandard 
product getting no rebate at ail. 
Documentaries, a sore point be- 
cause of tremendous amount of 
speculation facilitated by the old 
law. would receive a cut in subsidy 
(previous 
stricter controls, and ehanges are 
also in the wind. for the similarly 
protected semi-monopolic news- 
reel setup, 2 = 3 
While many studios are waiting 
for legislation and/or returns on 
next season’s releases, many of 
them expected. to be in. the big 
category, others such .as Venturini 
Productions and Titanus have al- 
ready announeed their production 
skeds for the next year. 


Eady Receipts in Dip; 
$7,060,000 in 10 Months 


London, July 27. 





In the first 10 months of the | 


current Eady year, up to the end 
o: May 
Was paid into the British produc- 
tion poel for division among Brit- 
Is quota films. Receipts have 
dipped by 0.25% on the previous 
year. 

Distribution is being continued 
On a monthly basis with an aver- 
age shareout equalling 32% of the 
Cistributors’ gross. This percen- 
tase has dipped gradually from 


* downwards, mainly owing to 
a increased rentals earned by 
rilsh pix in the U.K. It is com- 


puled that rentals earned by Brit- 


‘ims have jumped by about 
foure  ompared -with last year’s 
sure 





More Nabe Pix Houses 


Hurt Dublin 1st-Runs 


Dublin, July 27. 
more neighborhood 
‘ due to open in new hous- 


ing are ee : A 
gh as here, there is now a ring 
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drop in } 
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iz at downtown first-run 


penton looms as a result. Trish 

on Sroup will open 1,500-seat 

Whitebal Grand next weekend, 
all 
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Ineve, i) OWners or small circuits. 
“ased transportation costs and 


high cate pri 
gh cate prices are checking the 
Suburbanit 
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was 3% and 5°%) and) 


| Wakefield in the lead. 


last, just over $7,000,000 | 


Spots around the city. A. 


Ansermet to Baton For 
- Sadler’s Wells Ballet 


London, July 27. 

~ Sadler’s Wells Ballet returns to 
Covent Garden Opera House Aug. 
31 for a four-week season. Ern- 
est. Ansermet; Swiss conductor 
once associated with in Presair 
Diaglilev, joins the cOmpany as 
guest conductor, and will direct a 
number of performances in Edin- 
burgh and London, 

Ballets in the repertory include 
a revival of Fokine’s “The Fire- 
bird,” danced by Margot Fonteyn, 
Michael Soames and_ Frederick 
Ashton, “Le Lac des Cygnes,” 


— 


nered Hat,” “Sylphides,” ‘Les Pa- 
tineurs,” “‘Coppelia,’’.‘‘Daphnis and 
Chloe,” “Homage to the Queen” 
and “Mile. Angot.”’ 


Prior to the. London ‘season, the 
company will do a week at the 
Edinburgh’ Festival, giving eight 
performances, commemorating the 
25th anniversary of Diaghilev’s 
death. - 


Dublin Legit Busy 





Dublin, Aug. 3. 


Current week is top of the tour- 
ist season here, with the Dublin 
‘Horse Show a_-stellar daytime at- 
‘traction. Abbey Theatre, seeking a 
,heftier slice of tourist coin, is doing 
|a split week, with Bryan Guin- 
'ness’s “A Riverside Charade” play- 
/ing three days, followed by revival 
of John McCann's comedy, “Twenty 
| Years A’Wooing,” and an oldie by 
; Lennox Robinson, “‘Crabbed Youth 
iand Age.” 
| Gaiety is presenting a new re- 
| vue starring Irish comedian Jimmy 
O'Dea. Pike also opens a new re- 
/vue, “More Follies,” with Milo 
| Q’Shea in the lead. 
| staging the pre-London tryout of a 
|new comedy “A Horse, A Horse,” 
|} by -L. du Garde Peach, with Hugh 
Longford 
| Productions at the Gate continues 
T. S. Eliot’s “Family Reunion.” 





with “Doctor in the House,” now in 
its third month at the Metropole, 
taking top coin. Other houses 
have maintained biz, greatly aided 
by the recent spell of bad weather. 
Five-day visit by seven vessels of 
ithe U. S. Navy last week boosted 
i bistro and terpery biz, but meant 
little to picture houses’ and 
legiters. 








OVER 500 PIX SET FOR 


Berlin, July 27. 
Total number of both domestic 
and toreign films to be released 


here during the season of 1954-55 | 


| will be about 530. Most of these 
| films, 226, are again of American 
; origin. List also consists of 66 
' French (incl. coproductions), 47 
Italian, 15 English and 12 Swedish 
, pix. 

| Number of German films set for 
this season amounts to 130, This, 
however, is not too certain as to 





Minister has interpreted claims on 
, the federal government guarantee 
} Of 60,000,000 Deutsche 
| being limited to DM 20,000,000 a 
| year Local industrialists feel that 
‘this may result in a reduction of 
the local film production. 

| Most of the U.S. films to be re- 
| leased here during this season are, 
as against former years, lates! pro- 
ductions. Most of the leading US. 
distribs are also selling non-Amer- 
| ican product, such as RKO, United 
| Artists, 20th-Fox and particularly 
Columbia. Latter is releasing five 


films besides -its 29 Hollywood fea- 
tures. American firms which now 
as before are dealing exclusively 
with own product are Warner Bros., 
| Metro and Universal. Local outfit 
Gloria has seven American (Re- 
| public) films on its list. A consider- 





er Hollywood studios. 


“Sleeping Beauty,” “Giselle,” “La | 
Boutique Fantasque,” ‘Three Cor- 


In Top Tourist Wk. 


Olympia is! 


Films on view are unspectacular, | 


last reports. The Federal Finance | 


marks as | 


German and four other foreign | 


Vienna ‘Socialists Prep 
Govt. Pix Credit Idea 


Vienna, July 27. 

Afier dropping the idea to sup- 
port the proposal to form an inter- 
national production pool at the 
congress of the International! 
Federation of Film Producers 
Assns. at Locarno, Switzerland, the 
Socialist Party, occupying the vice- 
chancellorship and several cabinet 
posts, again has come forward with 
its pet idea te grant government 
eredits to expérienced outfits.” 

Idea is six years old and was 
tried out once. Due to the unsatis- 
factory work by director G. W. 
Pabst, with the pic, “Mysterious 
Depths”—greatest flop ever here 
—plan was discontinued and the 
revolving credit was lost. 

Socialists want to earmark 
$800,000 for this purpose. Deputies 
Max Mark and Kar! Flossmann are 
sponsors and fidpe to obtain sup- 
‘port from their coalition partners, 
the conservative Peoples Party. As 
the budget for 1955 is being out- 
lined roughly at present, chances 
are even for acceptance. 


Mex Walkout-Lockout 
Ends But Headache For 
Film Industry Lingers 


Mexico City, Aug. 3: 

Although the labor ministry ac- 
tion ended the six-day strike-lock- 
out which cost exhibitors and dis- 
tributors around $500,000 and 
cinemas quickly resumed operation 
and the exchanges reopened, peace 
does not yet prevail between ex- 
hibitors-distributors and the Na- 








tional Cinematographic Industry 
Workers Union (STIC). Latter 
|started the trouble by striking | 


} 
|pay hike demand was nixed. 


| With the intention of fighting to. 


|a finish, most other exhibs closed 
| their theatres in an effort to once 
ifor all time end “exploitation by 
| rapacious STIC leaders.” 
istry ruled the lockout ihegal and 
the whole strike collapsed. The 
ministry is figuring out just how 
much more wages exhibitors-dis- 
tributors, including eight Ameri- 
‘can’ in the latter category, must 
pay_the unionites. At any rate the 
employers must pay full wages dur- 
ing the layoffs, the first general 
|industry strike in the history of 
the Mé@xican pic trade. 
jthe ministry ruling. Exhibs-dis- 
|tribs organized a committee to 
|earry on their fight against STIC 
| chiefs. 





|tors-distributors the exhibs took 
| most of the rap. Cinemas resumed 
ito about normal hiz. Patrons didn’t 
iflock to them as some had ex- 
| pected. 





j 


Brit. Film Lab-Techni 
Wage, Hour Row Settled 


London, July 27. 
| Announcement of the arbitra- 


"54-55 GERMAN DISTRIB tretnaicians and the Film Labora. 


{tory Assn.-Technicolor dispute was 
made Monday (26). ACT got a 
15° wage inncrease for all grades, 


tion was made in the 44-hour work- 
|ing week of FLA members’ em- 
| ployees, but Technicolor technical 
grades had their working week re- 
duced from 45 to 44 hours. 

| Announcing the decisions, ACT 


| pointed out that Technicolor rates | 


in their previous agreement were 
slightly higher, therefore from: the 
first paid week in August, the 
| working week will be reduced 
| without alteration in wage: rates. 
_ Dispute had been going on for 
some six months. Earlier this 
year it had involved a shutdown 
of laboratories for over a week 
| and the setting up of a Ministry of 
Labor committee of inquiry. 





ah 


Prep for Mozart Year — 


Vienna, July 27. 
Preparations for the 1956 Mozart 
‘Year in Salzburg (the composer’s 
200th birthday anni) are going 
| ahead on a big scale. It was de- 
| cided, besides the standard works 
lof Mozart to produce his less- 
played “Titus” and “Idomeneo.” 
The city also apprepriated a 





only three new cinemas are | @ble number of other domestic dis- | large sum for reconstruction of the | 


gasse. 


against a few houses when its 35° | 


The min- | 


That was | 


Of :the $500,000 loss to exhibi- | 


retroactive to June 14. No reduc- | 


Anni to Be Held in: ’56. 


West End Boosted by Bad Weather; 
Dial’ Sock 126, Seagulls’ Nice 116, 
‘Walk’ Big 96, Ud, ‘Night’ 9,6, 3d 





H’wood Leads Austrian 
Market; 104 Pix in 6 Mos. 


Vienna, July 27. 

Although the first six months of 
54 show Hollywood dominating 
the Austrian market, 
| producers are getting the bulk of 
|b.o. revenues. Their films draw 
} more. 

Of the 212 films played in the 
1,143 houses of thé country, 
were U. S. products, (49.2%). West 





and the United Kingdom 
'France divide third honors with 
13 each. Austria itself contributed 
a mere half dozen. 

Six out of 10 nabe houses show 
American pictures, most of them 
oldies, and 3-D has finished its 
sensational period. 

Metro ranks first among the dis- 
'tributors with. 36 films; AFEX is 
|secona with 18. Only Austrian dis- 
| tribs of noteworthy turnover are 
Sascha and _ International, with 
| Sascha in the lead as far as qual- 
‘ity is’ concerned. 


W.Berlin Nixes 








Berlin, July 27. 
The plan of Nati Mistral to ar- 
range bullfights in the local 100.- 
000-seat Olympic Stadium, was 


nixed by West Berlin authorities. | 
Miss Mistral, Spanish actress, is | 


| star of Circe Espanol, now playing 
| here. < 

| The local Tierschutzverein (So- 
ty to Animals) had sharply pro- 
| tested against it, claiming there’s a 
law in Germany which declares 
| bullfights illegal (offenders may 
face a two-year term). Also, an- 
other plan of Miss Mistral, to stage 
| Portuguese bulifights (without kill- 
ing or injuring the animals), was 
nixed by the Society. Latter, inci- 
dentally, revealed’ that ‘several 
| other bullfight groups had previ- 
ously applied to the Society for the 
same reason, Some offered the So- 
ciety up to 100,000 marks ($25,000) 
if it would okay these fights. The 
Society pointed out it is against 
| bullfights in any case. 

Meanwhile, the Circo Espanol is 


appearing for an indeterminate pe- |; 


riod at the Funkturm, the usual 
| tenting place for circuses coming 
to Berlin. In addition to Miss Mis- 


tral, this Spanish circus has more ; 


j}than 100 performers and animals 


4 ITALO, 3 JAP FILMS 
SET FOR VENICE FETE 


Rome, July 27. 

Four entries will represent Italy 
at the Venice Film Festival this 
year, selection committees has an- 
nounced. Pix chosen for this feter 
which runs Aug. 22-Sept. 7 are 
“La Romana” (‘The Woman of 
Rome”), from the Alberto Moravia 
novel. with Gina Lollobrigida and 
/Daniel Gelin (Minerva Film _ re- 
lease), ‘“‘La Strada” (Ponti-DeLau- 
lrentiis), with Anthony Quinn, 
| Richard Basehart, Giulietta Ma- 
| sina; “Senso (Lux Films), .starring 
'Alida Valli and Farley Granger, 
and “Sesto Continente,” directed 
by Folco Quilici. 

Last two are color films and 
both are extra-quota invitees of the 
|festival for exceptional values. 


| 





1 ~The festival committee has an- 


} 


nounced that three Japanese films 
have been accepted for showing. 
They are “The Seven Samuri,” 
i"*Sango Daju,” 
Osaka.” 


Gibbs’ London Concert 


London, July 27. 

Georgia Gibbs is to be topliner 
|at a concert at Royal Albert Hall, 
| London, Sunday Aug. 22. Singer Is 
coming over to start a week's 
variety at the Glasgow Empire fol- 
lowing day. 

British support will include the 








in construction or con- 'tribs are handling pix out of small- | Mozart museum in the Getreide- | Ronnie Scott orch, Ken Moule 
ated in other areas. 


Seven and Tommy Whittle Quartet. 


. London, July 27. 

Despite general complaints, West 
End pix biz, as a whole, has been 
much better in this off season than 
generally at this time of year. In- 
clement weather and the influx of 
tourists from England and abroad, 
who as soon as the bad weather 





European | 


Bullfight Deals 


| ciety for the Prevention of Cruel- | 


and “Treé .of 


hits crowd the cinemas, both con- 
tributed to this improvement. | 

Best intake comes from “Dial M, 
For Murder” at the Warner. A big 
hit as legit play here, it is still 
' smash in second week with $12,000, 


104 | “Seagulls Over Sorrento,” is nice 
/ $11,000 in second week at the Em- 
Germany’ ranks second with 48, | pire. 

and | 
| money-spinner ‘with “Night Peo- 


Odeon, Marble Arch, has a 
ple,” still big in third session at 
| $9,500. Also in the money is ‘“Ele- 
| phant Walk,” (Par), at the Plaza, 
| fast with $9,000 for second round. 
| Likewise garnering coin is “Flight 
|of White Heron” at the Carlton 
| with $7,500 for eigthh week. 

Interesting revival is™ ‘Blue 
Angel” which is staying at the 
Royal, Edgware Road, for a second 
stanza, unprecedented for this spot. 
Popularity of film probably stems 
at least partly from Marlene Diet 
rich’s hit at the Cafe de Paris, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (20th) (1,128; 55-$1.70)— 
| “Flight of White Heron” (20th) (8th 
| Wk). Started at smash $9,500. Now 
nearer $7,500. “Three Coins in 
Fountain’ (20th) follows Aug. 6. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)— 
| “Seagulls Over Sorrento” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Helped greatly by its legit 
rep of record four-year run in 
West End. Nice $11,000 after $12,- 
000 - opener. “Valley of Kings’ 
(M-G) to follow. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—“Dance Little Lady” (Renown) 
(3d wk’. Steady $5,600. which is 
javerage at house. “Susan Slept 
Here” (RKO) skedded for July 29. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 50-$1.70) — “Beautiful 
Stranger” (BL) (2d wk). Crix rap- 
ped this, and biz is slow. Duil $2,- 
500 after $4,500 first week. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217: 50- 
$1.70) — “Sabaka” (UA) and “Al- 
giers” (UA) (2d wk). Fair $3,500. 
“Them” (WB) succeeding July 30. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70\—“Far Country” 
(GFD) (2d wk). Heading for okay 
$9,500. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (20th) (2.- 
200; 50-$1.70) — “Night People” 
(20th) (8d wk). Opened to big in- 
, take and still solid near $9,500 curs 
|rently. Staying until Aug. 11. 
“River of No Return” (20th) due 
next. 

Plaza (Par) ,(1,092: 70-$1.70)—~ 
“Elephant Walk” (Par) (2d wk), 
Fast $9,000 after $11.200 opener, 
grins It Up” (Par) follows Aug, 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 30-$2.15)—“EFx. 
ecutive Suite” (M-G) (3d wk). After 
four weeks at ‘the Empire, this is 
doing nicely here, Fine $3,000 or 
near looms. 

Royal, Edgware Road (Gillan) 
(420; 32-50) “Blue Angel” (Renown) 
(reissue) (2d wk). Capacity at $1.- 
900 for this border-line West End 
spot. 

Studio 1 (APT) (600; 30-$1.20)-—~ 
“Living Desert” (Disney) (11th wk). 
Steady $3,300 and healthy for this 
bandbox house. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70)—~ 
“Dial M for Murder” (WB) (2d wk), 
Despite 2-D policy this has proved 
sock with holdover week a ound 
wh Expected to stay several 
weeks longer. “High and Mighty” 
(WB) in next, isnt | 








Franco-German Feature 


x Wiesbaden, July 28. 

Double Destiny,” a Franco-Ger- 
man coproduction based on Jean 
Giraudoux’s play “Siegfried,” has 
wound up shooting here and in 
Paris. Feature made in both 
French and German versiens. is 
produced by Stuart Schulberg and 
Gilbert de Goldschmidt. 
| Victor Vicas, who recently di- 
rected “No Way Back” for the pro- 
ducers, also megged “Double Des- 
tiny,” a worldwide Columbia re- 
lease. Film is being produced for 
Trans-Rhein Film of Wiesbaden 
and Madeleine Films of Paris. De 
Goldschmidt and Schulberg are as- 
sociated with N. Peter Rathvon’s 


, European enterprises. 
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Wr 
ss 
Woescreen: 


4 David O. Selznick’s Production of Margaret Mitchell’s 
_ Story of the Old South “GONE WITH THE WIND” 
> in Technicolor « starring Clark Gable « Vivien Leigh 

Leslie Howard « Olivia de Havilland « A Selznick Inter- 











national Picture « Directed by Victor Fleming « Screen 
Play by Sidney Howard « Music by Max Steiner. 











The phenomenal grosses of 
"GONE WITH THE WIND” in 
its 5th release are a Miracle 
of All-Time Show Business! 


FOR INSTANCE! 


“GONE WITH THE WIND” 


in the first 90 engagements of 


its fifth release tops its second, 


third, and fourth release and 
even exceeds the first (orzgznal) 
release in the following cities: 


Philadelphia, Boston, Cincinnati, Detroit, Evans- 


ville, Pittsburgh, El Paso, Omaha, Birmingham; 
Nashville, Chattanooga, Austin, Texas, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, Green Bay, Wisc., Charleston, 
South Carolina, Washington, D. C., Augusta, Ga. 


“GWTW" GOLDMINE! 


133% of “SHOW BOAT” 


178% of “LONG, LONG, 
TRAILER” 


128% of “MOGAMBO” 


CHOICE OF SOUND: PERSPECTA 
STEREOPHONIC OR OPTICAL 1-CHANNEL 
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UA's 1955 Goal: $50,000,000 


United Artists’ spectacular rise’ from minor-league status to. its 
present state of monetary importance was detailed by Arthur Krim, 


president, and board chairman 
Friday (30). aes 
Company's gross business in 


Robert Benjamin in N.Y. last 
1951—the first year under the 


Krim-Benjamin regime—amounted to about $18,000,000. .It hit 


close to 


000,000 in 1951 and climbed to $37,000,000 in 1953. 


Krim estimates that the total revenues for 1954 may go as high 
as $45,000,000. Because of the heavy stakes in new product, the 
prez stated that if the 1955 gross “isn’t over $50,000,000 we will 
not be getting the returns we are supposed to get.” 


‘Sue Me’ Motto. 
Of Some Exhibs 
If % Pix Flop 


An adaptation of the “sue me” 
line can best deseribe the attitude 
of a group of exhibs in their deal- 
ings with the distribs. Charging 
that the percentage terms current- 
ly being demanded for pictures are 
way out of line, these exhibs, hun- 
gry for product to fill their thea- 
tres, are signing for any terms 
asked by the distribs. After the 
picture is played, then comes the 
day of reckoning. 

The exhibs in essence, say “try 
and collect at your terms.” Fre- 
quent hassles result and, in many 
cases, adjustments are made. The 
hassles, however, are increasing 
and are beginning to reach the 


point where many lawsuits may re- 
sult. Certain exhibs are becoming 
more stubborn and many cases are 
reported where a_ satisfactory 
agreement cannot be’ reached. 


In many sections of the country 
it has long been the practice of 
granting exhibs an adjustment of 
the stipulated film rental at the 
conclusion of the run. If a partic- 
ular picture flopped, the distrib 
would make an adjustment pre- 
venting a loss or, in some cases, 
even affording the exhib a profit. 
This practice, while occasionally 
frowned upon, induced mary ex- 
hibs to sign pacts at terms highe 
than they could afford to pay. 

This procedure has become an 
established trade custom and was 
implicit regardless of whether it 


was included in the contract. The 


exhib beef now is that certain dis- 
tribs have specifically renounced 
the adjustment and demand that 
the contract terms hold regardless 
of the result. 

According to Allied board chair- 
man Abram F. Myers, “there was 


however, no reduction in the con- | 
tract prices to compensate for the | 


elimination of this beneficial trade 
custom; on the contrary, prices 
have quite generally been in- 
creased. .. « 





PARAMOUNT LINEALLY 


40—AND CELEBRATES 


Paramount is mapping plans for 
a sales drive this fall to tie in 
With the 40th anniversary of the 
company’s formation, that is, or- 
ganization of the predecessor out- 
fit which, via a series of mergers, 
led to Paramount as it is today. 
The Par Pictures formed in 1914 
by W. W. Hodkinson was set up 
to distribute features made by 
Adolph 
others, 


Drive, being billed “Paramount’s 
40th Anniversary—A Salute to the 
Future” will run 14 weeks begin- 
ning Aug. 29. Within that span the 
W eek of Sept. 5 will be designated 

Paramount Week,” during which 
the push will be on for maximum 
billings. “Par Week” has: been a 
Standard part of the gompany’s 
annual campaigns and traditional- 
ly peak levels of sales are reached 
curing it. 

Monroe R. Goodman, assistant to 
. Ww. Schwalberg, president of 
Par Film Distributing, is drive co- 
ordinator, “Drive captains” and 
aged aides are to be named short- 
, to head up the sales activity in 

‘ al areas. According to Good- 
Man, special material is being pre- 
pared to assist the field branches 
'n the kingsize sales move, includ- 
'ng banners, sales kits and blue- 
Prints for special events. 


COLORFUL EXPLOITATION! 


Lion Cub Gets Loose In Unoccu- 
pied Portland Theatre 








Portland, Ore., Aug. 3. 


“The Ring of Fear” became a re- 
ality today (29) when the action 
moved from the screen to the au- 
ditorium 6f the Liberty Theatre in 
one o* the greatest lion hunts seen 
in these parts. . 


Clyde Beatty gave a lion cub to 
the Portland Zoo when his circus 
played here last month. Liberty 
Theatre manager Harold Lorrimer 
arranged to have the four-month- 
old cub on display during the play- 
ing time-of Clyde Beatty’s “Ring 
of Fear.” Intending to feed the 
lion in the lobby, the cub leaped 
over Lorrimer’s head and quickly 
found its way into the auditorium. 
Secretary Katherine Marshall 
called the police but they didn’t 
believe her. During the explana- 
tion period, Lorrimer and _ his 
stage hands, searched the theatre 
with flashlights and spotlights, fi- 
nally cornered lion in check room. 
Police finally arrived and the thea- 
tre was late in opening. Unex- 
pectedly, event got plenty of pub- 
licity. 


Caution Exhibs; 
Ads Mustn't Sin 


Columbus, Aug. 3. 


Robert A. Wile, executive secre- 
tary of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio, declares in the 
current ITO builetin that “There 
are valid reasons why newspapers 
have rejected some ads from the- 
atres” and points cut to members 
that the ad censorsnip probiem 
has already been encountered in 
Cleveland and tnat it may spread 
unless ads are made to conform 
with Betier Business Bureau 
Standards. 

“There have been few new ideas 
in motion picture advertising in 
many years,” While writes. “It 
has keen truly said that the titles 
could be changed on many ads and 








the illustration could serve for 
any number of cther pictures. The 


' 


Wile cautioned exhibitors to 


watch what the producers gave} 
them and to use only what will not | 


offend good taste. ‘Above all,” he 


said, “be sure your ads don’t mis-| 


jrepresent a_ picture. That can 
| hurt you more than anything else.” 


White Furs for White 
Christmas—PR Tieup 


The motion picture industry and 
fur industry, both of which suf- 
fered serious postwar slumps, are 
|combining forces for a joint pro- 
/motion. The fur biz, which was 
‘hurt greater than the picture in- 
dustry, has only recently embarked 
'on a public relations program 








Zukor, Jesse Lasky andj aimed at reviving the sale of fur | 


coats. 

One of its first efforts, arranged 
| through the Lynn Farnol PR office, 
| is a tieup with Paramount based 
/on the latter’s picture, “White 
| Christmas.” The fur industry, 
| repped by the Associated Fur 
Manufacturers, has worked out a 
national cooperative promotion 
with Paramount in connection with 
the holiday release of the Irving 
Berlin musical. Contests will be 
‘run in a selected group of cities, 
focussed on the idea of white furs 
as gifts for Christmas. 


Chas. Goldsmith in U.S. 


Charles Goldsmith, newly-ap- 
pointed managing director of 





M-G-M Pictures Ltd., arrived in 
New York over the weekend from 
England. 

He'll vacation in Gotham before 
returning to his London post early 
in September. 





exhibitor who has no art depart- | 
ment of his own is forced to rely | 
|} on what the distributor gives him.” | 


‘BRIGADOON’ CAMPAIGN 
CUED BY ‘7 BROTHERS’ 


With “Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers” launched, Metro is lin- 
ing up a similar campaign for its 
musical successor, . “Brigadoon.” 
Highlight of the “Brides” cam- 
paign .was the word-of-mouth 
buildup via mass screenings in all 
key cities. The picture was shown 
to large segment of opinion makers 
throughout the country in what is 
believed to have been the largest 
number of pre-opening screenings 
ever held. 

It was not only shown to exhib- 
itors, ‘press and radio-tv reps, civic 
and social leaders, governmental 
and municipal officials, but to em- 
ployees of rival film companies at 
special invitational showings. Not 
only did Metro pick up beaucoup 
good will via this method, but the 
word-of-mouth proved an impor- 
tant pay-off. As a result, it’ll be 
tried again for “Brigadoon.” Pic- 
ture goes into national release on 
Sept. 24 and follows “Brides” into 
the Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 
probably after Labor Day. , 


Guatemala Tax Ended; 


U.S. Ahead in 35m But 
Mexico Topping 16m 


Washington, Aug. .3. 
Hollywood pictures are being 
shown in Guatemala City once 
more, due to cancellation of the 
municipal tax on gross receipts of 
film distributors. 


Tax was levied at 20%, effec- 
tive June, 1953, according to Na- 
than D. Golden, director of the De- 
partment of Commerce Motion 
Picture Division. It was reduced 
to 10% last April, and then can- 
celled on July 11, 1954. Reason 
for eliminating the bite was its 
failure to yield the expected rev- 
enue, according to Guatemalan” of- 
ficials. 

Golden discloses further that 
while U. S. films do 65% of the 
business in the 35m theatres of 
Venezuela, the Mexican films are 
far ahead in the smaller 16m in- 
stallations located in smaller 
towns. Argentine and Spanish pix 
are also cutting in on this native 
biz. 


Myerberg’s Bi-Oral Sound 


_ Hollywood, Aug. .3 











the feature film, “Hansel wand 
Gretel,” has developed  Bi-Oral 
| Sound, a new form of motion pic- 
ture sound recording which will be 
used for the first time this Fall 
when his picture is released. 

At- a demonstration before a 
group of sound engineers Myer- 
berg described Bi-Oral as consist- 
ing of two magnetic strips placed 
on the outside of the sprocket holes 
of the film played simultaneously 
through the right bank and left 
bank of speakers by means of a 
, CinemaScope magnetic pickup. 


Michael Myerberg, producer of | 


$40,000,000 Production Investment 
For UA’s 48 Between Now and Aug. 0 


+ Hitting into a film situation char- 
acterized by exhibitor cries of 
“Shortage,” United Artists has a 
lineup of 48 films set for release 
from September through August, 
1955, representing a production in- 
vestment of $40,000,000, Arthur B. 
Krim, president, stated Friday (23). 
Pictures will be sold at the rate 
of four a month. 

Krim, who was flanked by UA 
board chairman Robert S. Benja- 
min and v.p. Max E. Youngstein at 

. “me” a press meeting, said the plan is 

weer Sf tenebema: ” Fh. to include ‘one “blockbuster” in 
each month’s sked. The term, he 

said, referred to a film which will 

gross $2,000,000 or more in do- 

mestic (U.S. and Canada) rentals. 


Cal's Film Cos. | 3 


§ ? | September will be a “major 
one I a | turning point” for UA, commented 


the prez, “for our program from 
that time on exceeds anything in 





He Remembers Clara 


Omaha, Aug. 3. 

Inquiring photog of the 
Omaha World-Herald last week 
asked a trio of persons what 
was the best ‘film they ever 
saw. The answers: 

Housewife: “Magnificent Ob- 
session.” 

Girl cashier: ‘High Noon.” 

Frank B. Heintze, state treas- 











Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 
Film companies have’ gone 
“greed mad” and unless they mend 
their “avaricious ways” immediate- | 





| Krim said he “anticipates” the re- 
| lease of 96 features. 
He added: “We are extremely 
+1 , : | bullish about our future and the 
ly, exhibitors’ wrath will descend | : 
upon them as never before in the | = rd _ rie ce and a are 
industry’s history, warns Bennie | @C™OnStrating It by pouring all our 
Berger, North Central Allied| resources into bigger product.” In 
aalined : | line with this, he reported that 
P . ‘ sins : = four films going into production 
slices Aptis messes ar | Witin, We, Diet aight west, here 
: ~|an aggregate ,000,000. 
rectors, national Allied States is | Theme — 2 An Prefer 
agi acer Fs me’ semi — abe rig Robert Bassler produc- 
o effec - -let- 1 tion in CinemaScope starring Jane 
rentals, the hope is expressed that | Russell and Jeanne eles Paul 
distributors will not give Allied | Gregory’s production of “Night of 
“the usual brush-off” and a pledge | the Hunter,” which Charles Laugh- 
-4 — hear — — eo ton will direct with Robert Mitch- 
e loca will exten € | um starring; “Not As a Stranger,” 
utmost cooperation in shelping to) which Staniey Kramer will nt 
bring about federal and state in-| duce and direct with Mitchum, 
tervention.” Olivia De Havilland and Frank 
Declaring that small-town and , Sinatra in the leads, and Hecht- 
subsequent-run exhibitors “have | Lancaster's “The Gabriel Horn” 
never been so badly off” at any, starring Burt Lancaster, who'll also 
time since motion pictures’ inau- |, direct. 
| Blockbusters 








gural, Berger says that C’Scope, 
'whilé a blessing fer many big thea-| These are included in the 12 pix 
‘tres, actually has harmed “the lit-| (one a month) which Krim feels 
'tle fellows” and caused ~ them) rate in the “blockbuster” class. UA 
|“more financial misery” than ever. | set the financing 100° for the four. 
| Further, the company has a finan- 
cial participation in about 95° of 
the entire release program, Ben- 








Terrell Morse’s Charges 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. jamin noted. 

Breach of an oral agreement was Other eight which got the tall- 
charged against Selznick Releasing ,™oney billing by Krim are: Joseph 
Organization, Inc., in a suit filed Mankiewicz The Barefoot Con- 
| in Superior Court by Terrell Morse | tessa,” with Humphrey Bogart and 
'who asked $3,920.47. Ava Gardner; “Purple Plain,” pro- 
1 | duced by John Bryan under the 

J. Arthur Rank banner with Greg: 
ory Peck; Hecht-Lancaster’s ‘‘Vera 
Cruz,” with Laneaster and Gary 
Cooper; Rank’s “Romeo and Juliet,’ 
which was shot in Italy, mainly in 
Verona, with Laurence Harvey and 
no : ) '| Susan Shentall; Robert Rossen’s 
addition to $114 vacation money | «ajexander the Great.” to roll in 


'and travel expenses. He also claims | the fal] in S ai xr > " 
,to have spent $328.74 in prepara- | global tra a heme eee 
,tion for the journey. ting Bull,” C’Scope, with Dale 
Robertson, Mary Murphy and J. 
, Carroll Naish; “Way West,” from 
Hecht-Lancaster, and Ilya Lopert’s 
“Summertime” (an adaptation of 
the legiter, “Time of the Cuckoo”), 





| Plaintiff said he was wrongfully 
| discharged as production manager 
on “Terminal Station,” released 
| here as ‘“‘Indiscretion of an Ameri- 
'ean Wife.” He contends he was 
| hired to work in Italy at a mini- 
|mum of $2,850 for six weeks, in 





| Harold Sprawls named director 
'of sales promotion and public re- 
‘lations for the Texas Industrial 
‘Film Co. of Houston. 





Special Laws Favor Italy's Newsreels 


But Move to Remove Advantage Is On—Telesio | 
In U.S. to Promote Vidpix | is the now-adopted practice of lay- 
| 


with Katharine Hepburn and Ros- 
sano Brazzi. 

Youngstein, who returned to N.Y, 
from an extensive tour of Europe, 
| Stated the company now has a full- 
| scale ad-pub program in work that 
| provides for “pre-planning and 
pre-selling.” He said an example 


| ing out sets of publicity stills from 
the shooting scripts of films in ad- 


the past.” Over the next two years,- 


* Current moves to drastically cut ; rangements, goes through with the 
'“bonus” payments to Italian pro-| reduction in the bonus rates, the 
5 


: | cepnale are | Producers feel they’ed balance 
| ducers Of snarts and nevareels are | their end by obtaining compulsory 
being countered with proposals for ; showings. 
a law that would make it Ganda | INCOM has produced something 
| tory for exhibs in Italy to sked at; like 200 documentaries—more than 
least one short or newsreel a week. | half of al! of those turned’ out in 
| This was reported in N. Y. this | Italy—and in addition lenses three 
| week by Giovanni Telesio, general | weekly newsreel issues, one of 
|sales manager of INCOM, largest them in Ferrania color. Outfit also | 
‘Italo producing outfit of documen-!has tried its hand at feature pro- | 
| taries and newsreels. He’s here in| duction (‘Bellissima’) and is turn- 
connection with the making of a/ing out material for the U. S. In-| 
color reel on the maiden voyage |formation Agency. It’s currently | 
of the new Italian liner, Christoforo | expanding its studio space in Rome. | 
Colombo. Telesio said one of the purposes | 

As explained by Telesio, the eco-| of his U. S. visit was to scout the 
/nomics of an Italian shorts produ- possibility of producing tv pix in| 
cer go something like this: If he) Italy. “We can make them a lot| 
gets approval from a special gov-| cheaper than in the U. S.,” he de- 
ernment committee, his reel is eli-| clared. He’d also like wider dis- 
gible for the bonus which, at the | tribution of Italo shorts and docu- | 











moment, consists of 3% of the over- | mentaries in this country. 
all admissions tax. However, it’s| The “Colombo” short, for which 
general knowledge that, in order | an IMCO crew of five made the trip 
to get the booking, the producer | across, is being lensed in Ferrania | 
| has to kick back as much as 1'2°% | color, with Pathe News in N. Y.| 
| to the exhib. |helping out. Ferrania color stock | 
If the government. which ob-| was shipped to Pathe for that pur- 
viously doesn’t care for such ar-. pose. 


vance of production. 

¥oungstein also related that 
Richard Condon, UA's special rep 
abroad, is working with all indie 
producers in Europe. Condon co- 
ordinates the bally whipped up by 
the filmmakers and. UA as well, 
and helps in unit personnel as- 
signments, 


Cheesman’s RCA Berth, 
Succeeds Bernie Sholtz 


Camden, N. J., Aug. 3. 

William E. Cheesman has been 
named field sales representative 
for RCA theatre products in the 
eastern and northeastern regions, 
succeeding Bernard Sholtz, one of 
the industry’s pioneer field sales 
reps who retired after being RCA 
rep in the same area for 25 years. 

Product manager for RCA the- 
atre carpet and chairs for the last 
three years, Cheesman now is in 
charge of sales of theatye sound 
systems, projectors, speakers and 
screens in an area that includes 
such theatre centers as New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, 





; Pittsburgh and Buffalo, 
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(Continued from page 8) 


tron 20,000. Easily sticks for 
fhird ay First week, $26,000. 
Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 65-$1.10)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Oldie still blistering at close to 
$17,000. Probably holds again. Last 
week, $22,000. ere 
Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 65-35)— 
aigipbegets Choice” (UA) (2d wk). 
Best thing this nabe arty has had 
in Jong.time, and will be around 
for awhile. — loud $3,500 after 
4,000 first week. 
$ Stanley (SW) (3.800; 65-85) — 
“About Mrs. Leslie” ig he ~ 
ompaign but they aren’t buyin : 
Won't a more than $9,000 if that. 
Last week, ‘Knock on Wood” (Par), 


13,000. 
: (SW) (1,365; $1.25-$2.65) 


Warner 
<—_“Cinerama” (Indie) (34th wk). 


Long-running pic now doubling its | 


biz of last spring. Looks like $13,- 
500 this week on top of $14,000 
last week. 


‘Crusoe’ Brisk $10,000, 
Frisco; ‘Ring’ Oke 146 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

With two new bills and surge of 
Legionaires whose parade brought 
thousands to Market Street, first- 
run biz opened briskly but faded 
after the Legion left and the torrid 
heat wave took over. One new film 
“Ring of Fear’? at Golden Gate 
looks okay while “Robinson Cru- 
soe” at United Artists’ shapes 
good. “Caine Mutiny” in fifth 
frame is holding strongly at St. 
Francis. “Cinerama” still is stout 
in 3lst Orpheum stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; $1- 
$1.25)—“Ring of Fear” (WB) and 
“Operation Diplomat” (Indie). 
Okay $14,000 or close for first 
week ending today. Last week, 
“Susan. Slept Here’ (RKO) and 
“Queen of Sheba” (Lip), $12,700. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1-$1.50)— 
“Garden of Evil” (20th) (3d wk). 
Light $13,000 or near. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Warfield (Loew’~) (2,656; 75-$1) 
—‘‘Student Prince” (M-G) (3c wk). 
Good $12,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-90)— 
“Living It Up” (Par) and ‘Private 
Eyes” (AA) (3d wk). Okay $8,000 
in 4 days. “About Mrs. Leslie” 
(Par) and “Man of Conflict” (In- 
die). Opens today (Tues.). Last 
week, $15,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.50) 
—‘“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (5th wk). 
Strong $18.000. Last week, $19,000. 

Orpheum (Cinerama Theatre, 
Calif.) (1,458: $1.75-$2.65)— “Cine- 
rama” 
500. Last week. $30,000. 





United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207: | 


70-$1) — “Adventures Robinson 
Crusoe” (UA) and “Gog” (UA). 
Good $10,000. Holds. Last week, | 


“Apache” (UA) (4th wk), $6,200. 
Stagedoor (A-R) (400; 85-$1.35) 


—‘‘Hobson’s Choice” (UA). Fat $6.- | 


000. Last week “Immortal City” 
(Indie) (2d wk). After $3,600 in 
first. 

Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; $1)—| 
“Kon-Tiki’” (RKO) and “The In- 
former” ‘RKO) (reissues) (2d wk). 


Nice $3.200. Last week, $3,200. 
Vogue ‘(S. F. Theatres) (377: $1) 

—“Mr. Denning Drives 

(Indie) and “Lady 


Last week, $3,200. 


‘Leslie’ Good $6,500, 





Omaha; ‘Canyon’ Oke 4G | 


Omaha, Aug. 3. 
muggy weather and the 
are 


Hot, 
product 


is “Mrs. Leslie’ at the Omaha. 


Picture Grosses 








HEAT BOPS BALTO BUT 
LIVING’ FINE 106, 2D 


Baltimore, Aug. 3. 

With temperature over 100 and 
a plethora of holdovers, current 
week’s biz is sluggish. Schwaber 
chain opened a new artie, the 
Cinema, with “Seven Deadly Sins 
converting former: nabe, the Linde, 
into a first-run. “Caine Mutiny 
continues big in third week at 
Hipp. “Living It Up” is also hold- 
ing. nicely in second round at 
Keith’s. Double bill of “Dead End” 
and “The Westerner” is okay at 
Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 25- 
|65-95)—"‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
| (reissue) (3d wk). Slow $6,500 after 
$8,200 in second. 

Cinema (Schwaber). (466; 50-$1) 
|—_"‘Seven Deadly Sins’ (Indie). 
| Latest addition to local arties. Okay 
| $4,500. 





Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
50-$1.25)—“‘Caine Mutiny” (Col) 
(3d wk). Strong $11,500 after $16,- 
600 for second. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 30- 
46-80)—“Living It Up” (Par) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,000 after $16,000 
opener. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 50-$1)— 
“Heidi” (Indie). Starts tomorrow 
(Wed.) after “All Quiet Western 
Front” (U) (reissue) but fair $2,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-44-70)— 
“Outcast” (Col). Opens tomorrow 
(Wed.) after ‘““Black Horse Canyon” 
(U) did mild $2,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 35-$1)— 
“Demetrius And Gladiators” (20th) 
(4th wk). Weak $6,000 after $7,500 
in third. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (420; 50- 
$1)—“‘Man With Million” (UA) (3d 


wk). Bright $4,800. Last week, 
same. 
Stanley (WB) (3,200; 30-80)— 


“Dead End” (WB) and ‘‘Westerner” 





| oldies, Last week, “Ring Of Fear” 
| Tes $7,000. 


(Indie) (31st wk). Stout $29.- | 


blamed for slashing | 
biz this week. Only good new entry $1-$1.25)—“Living 


|(WB) (reissues). Oke $8,000 for 


Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-80) 
|—“Broken Lance” (20th). Starting 
|tomorrow (Wed.) after “Champagne 
| Safari” (UA) and “Silver Lode” 
(RKO) did drab $6,500. 


‘Ring’ Rich at $12,000, 
Denver; ‘High’ 19G, 3d 


Denver, Aug. 3. 

“High and Mighty” still is big at 
the Centre, and winds a fourth 
| session. Trade ranges from fair to 
| strong currently although weather 
| makes outdoor activities the main 
| draw. “Ring of Fear” is rated fine 
jat Paramount. “Caine Mutiny” 
continues big in third Denver week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin ‘Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
“Adventures Robinson Crusoe” 
(UA) (2d wk). Nice $4,000. Last 
week, $4,500. 
| Centre (Fox) (1,247; 60-$1) — 
|“*High and Mighty” (WB) (3d wk). 








‘Living’ Whopping 186, 
~ 9 e 
‘Caine’ Big 256, Cleve. 
Cleveland, Aug. 3. 

Five key stands are edging past 
previous summer records with 
strong-pulling holdovers, overcom- 
ing such adverse factors as heat, 
baseball and horse-racing compe- 
tish here. Biggest coin total goes 
to “Caine Mutiny” on second lap 
at Allen, after setting a new hot- 
weather high for house on first 
round. “Living It Up” looks smash 
in second State session, Third folio 
for “Magnificent Obsession” shapes 
strong at Palace. Only newcomer 
combo is “Desperado” and “Gam- 
bler From Natchez” at Hipp, just 
getting by. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,000; 70-$1.25)— 
“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (2d wk). 
Strong $25,000 after $41,000 on first 
week. 

Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 60-90)— 
“Desperado” (AA) and “Gambler 
From Natchez” (20th). Okay $14,- 
000. Last week, “Gorilla at Large” 
(20th), so light ‘twas cut to 6 days, 
$7,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
60-90)+—‘‘Moon Is Blue” (UA) (12th 
wk). Oke $2,300 following $2,400 
last week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; '75-$1)— 
“Magnificent Obsession” (U) (3d 
wk). Big $15,000 after $18,5¢0 last 
week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; 60-90)— 
“Living It Up” (Par) (2d wk). 
Great $18,000. Last week, $19,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 60-90) 
—‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Fine $6,000 after $7,000 last 
week. 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
90)—“‘Living It Up” (Par) 
“Lone Gun” (UA) (2d wk). 
$12,000 or close. Last week, $14,- 
700. 


and 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 53-75- 
$1)—“‘Apache” (UA) and “Return 
to Treasure Isiand’” (UA). Big $8,- 
000. Last week, “Gog” (UA) and 
“Capt. Kidd, Slave Girl’ (UA), 
$4,000 at 90c top. 

Music Box (Hamrick) 
$1)—‘‘Apache” (UA). Also at Lib- 
erty. Swell $5,000. Last week, 
‘“‘Man With Million” (UA) (4th wk- 
9 days), $4,400 at $1.25 top. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 90- 
$1.25)—“High and Mighty” (WB) 
(3d wk). Big $8,000. Last week, 
$9,400. 

Parameunt 


(850; 75- 


(Evergreen) (3,039; 
$1-$1.25) — “Caine Mutiny” Sy 
(4th wk). Great $11,000 after $12,- 
000 last week. 








Lichtman-Goldstein 


Continued from page 3 








they had suspended in order to 
tackle this Panoramic project.” 
Panoramic was set up by the late 
Leonard Goldstein and Robert 
Jacks to produce a series of 10 2-D 





Bic $19,000. Holds again. Last 
week, $21,000. | 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 50-85) | 
—‘About Mrs. Leslie’ (Par) (2d | 
wk). Fair $7,000. Last week. $9,000. | 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85)— 
i“Caine Mutiny” (Col) (3d wk). 
|Good $15,000. Last week, $20,000. 


pix for 20th release during. the 
company’s switch to CinemaScope. 
All but one of the 10—the Cinema- 
Scoper “The White Feather” which 
is being lensed in Mexico—have 
been delivered. 

Lichtman’s letter to the sales 


Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 50-| force ngted the Panoramic deal 


85\—"‘Ring of Fear’ (WB). 
and “Return to Treasure - Isand”’ 
(UA) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 30-50)—“Hell 
| Raiders of Deep” (IFE) and “Un- 
tamed Heiress” (Rep). Fair $3,500. 
Last week, “Project M-7” (U) and 
“South Sea Sinner” (Indie), $2,000. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 9) 


It Up” (Par) 
|}and “Make Haste to Live” (Rep) 








“Gone With Wind” is okay at the | ‘2d wk). Good $15,000. Last week, 
Orpheum for second round. “Black $24,000. 


Horse Canyon” 
State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-75)— 
“Law Vs. Billy Kid” (Col) and 
“Operation Diplomat” (Col). Mild 
$3,000. Last \.eek, “Arrow in Dust” 
(AA) and “Pride Blue Grass” (AA), 
$3,500. i 
Qmaha (Tristates) (2,000; 50-75) 
—‘“About Mrs. Leslie’ (Par) and 
“Trent’s Last Case” (Par). Good 
$6,500 or near. Last week, “Gorilla 
at Large” (20th) and “Rocket Man” 
(20th), $6,500 at 90c top. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 75- 


is fairish at the 


| Palms (UD) (2,961; 80-$1)—“Ring 
|of Fear” (WB) and “Bitter Creek” 
;(Lip) (2d wk). Fast $12,000. Last 


: J Fine | originally had the double purpose 
North” | $12,000. Last week, “Apache” (UA) | of . 7 ute 
: Godiva Rides | 
Again” (Indie) (2d wk). Oke $2,400. | 


salvaging stories on 20th’s 
| shelves and employing talent idle 
| but under contract, and of serving 
exhibs with 2-D pix during the 
transition period. 

For a while, as 20th stuck to its 
stereophonic sound dictum, it 
lacked customers for the 2-D at- 
tractions. As the policy was re- 
laxed, however, the Panoramic pix 
began to move. Lichtman’s letter 
asked the branches to survey un- 
sold situdtions on the Panoramic 
releases and to go after them. 





Robert Goldstein’s Huddles 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 





| week, $17,200. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.50) 
—Caine Mutiny” (Col) (5th wk). | 
Big $15,000. Last week, $20,000. 
| Broadway-Capitel (UD) (3,500: | 
80-$1)—“‘Yellow Tomahawk” (UA) 
an “Return Treasure’ Island” 
(UA). Slow $8,000. Last week, “‘Se- 
|cret of Incas” (Par) and “Hel 
Raiders of Deep” (Indie), same. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938: $1- 
|$1.25)—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) | 
|(reissue) (3d wk). Strong $28,000. | 
Last week, $33,000. 


} 


$1)—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re-| Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 80-$1) 
issue) (2d wk). Good $12,000. Lam® |—“Valley of Kings” (M-G). Good 
week, $23,000. 1$13,000. Last week, “Student | 

State (Goldberg) (875; 50-80)—| Prince” (M-G) (5th wk), $7,000 at | 
“Black Horse Canyon” (U) and /| $1.25 top. 





“Monster From Ocean Floor” : Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- | 
(Lip). Okay $4,000. Last week,| tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—‘Cine- | 
il 


“Garden of Evil” (20th) (3d wk); rye (Indie) (72d wk). Strong} 


$4,500 at 50c-90c scale. 


eee nr ee ne ee i ee ae ee ee *- 


While no decision has yet been 
reached by Robert Goldstein in 
regard to future of Leonard Gold- 


; Stein Productions, in which he -is 


veepee, or his own future opera- 
tions he’s been talking with United 
Artists execs, also officials of other 
distribs. 

LGP has 10 picture deal with 
United Artists with first two films, 


| “Black Tuesday” and “Stranger On 


Horseback,” completed over week- 


;end. 


Robert Blumofe, UA veepee on 
Coast, states company is willing to 
continue original deal or work out 
new one. “We'll do everything 
we can to help in direction they 
want to go.” 

Goldstein’s Panoramic mean- 
while shooting “White Feather,” 
last for 20th Fox release, in Mexico, 


aetee s* 


Great |, 
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Sad Saga of Center, N. Y. 


——= Continued from page 7. 





a projection machine throw on 7th 
Avenue ‘(Rothafel had been but no 
longer was associated with it), the 
new pic theatre opened as the RKO 
Roxy, A group of bondholders filed 
a court action and the house was 
renamed the Center. 

After those first 16 days, RKO’s 
Harold Franklin saw the need for 
some quick changes; in the deep of 
the depression the Hall was shap- 
ing as a major catastrophe. It was 
at this point that the Center had 
to yield to the well being of larger 
edifice. Franklin converted the 
Hall to first-run films (the first was 
Columbia’s “The Bitter Tea of 
General Yen”) and switched the 
Center to “neighborhood” status. 
It played pix day and date with 
the Fordham Theatre, Bronx, and 
the Albee, Brooklyn. 

Rothafel Terminates 

The Hall supplemented its film 
fare with stage acts, thus it be- 
came, and still is, the great presen- 
tation house of the country. Rotha- 
fel, immediately after the original 
fiasco, entered N. Y.’s Post Grad- 
uate Hospital. Although Roxy was 
presumably close to M. H. (Deac) 
Aylesworth who via NBC was close 
to RCA which then _ controlled 
RKO, shortly after his discharge 
Roxy was no longer a part of the 
RKO setup. The rest of Rothafel’s 
career was anti-climax. 

While the Hall was to eventually 
prosper, the Center was in wobbly 
financial condition. The inferior re- 
lease position it was given failed 
to pay off. Center’s rental was 
$450,000 per annum, an incredible 
amount in view of the house’ 
policy. 


) 


Era of ‘77B’ nt 

Not long after, “77B’” became a 
household term within the murals 
of RKO. The company had come 
face to face with bankruptcy and 
the Rockefellers set up a manage- 
ment unit to take over the Hall 
and the Center. W. G. Van 
Schmus, an advertising exec and 
associate of the Rockefellers, was 
placed at the helm. 

In June of 1934, the Center 
could no longer carry on with films 
and was ‘closed. A switch to legit 
was decided upon but it had to 
be a big production—the 3,500- 
seater was no place for intimate 
drama. 

The house re-ecandled Sept. 22 of 
the same year and -he production 
met the specifications. Max Gor- 
don’s “The Great Waltz’ was the 
curtain raiser and it represented 
an investment of $300,000. Oper- 
ating costs amounted to $40,000 
weekly. This was before rent, 
which was on a percentage basis. 
The scale had a $3.30 top, which 
was normal during the depression 
period. 

Waltzing Around 

Press notices were mixed. 
Variety's Abel found it a “great 
spectacle” and a “swell entertain- 
ment.” He further noted: “True, 
it’s slow, but who can get hotcha 
about a Viennese locale, with Vien- 
nese waltzes and a generally glam- 
orous and languorous background. 
True, also, that it lacks comedy 
which, perhaps, is a concedable 
deficiency, especially considering 
the reports that the comedy divi- 
sion wasn’t as notably lacking in 
the London nor the several Con- 
tinental productions. But on every- 
thing else it’s tops.” 

“The Great Waltz” paid off for 
the production company but the 
rental picked up by the Rockefel- 
lers was below hopes. They had 
spent $100,000 in converting the 
house—part of the overall $300,- 
000 investment—and there was low 
return on this, too. 

Other legit offerings that fol- 
lowed—“‘The American Way” early 
in 1939 was another of the more 
outstanding in the kingsize bracket 
—produced varying results at the 
b.o. but none ever amassed enough 
coin to provide that 450G rental. 

Ice Age 

The most successful enterprise 
at the Center was on ice. Arthur 
Wirtz and Rockefeller reps joined 
in their first frappe venture in 
1940. Wirtz, who was then part- 
nered with Sonja Henie, was not 
particularly familiar with a theatre 
of the Center’s dimensions and the 
Rockefeller people were strange to 
the way of frozen frolics. The first 
show received a mild reception but 
follow-up offerings in the subse- 
quent war years wert over fine. At 
least, about half of the rental was 
being met and this was lots better 
than that earlier era. 

Rockefellers at intermediate 
points. also gave opera a. whirl 


et le 








a tiein with Fortune Gallo’s San 
Carlo company. A few engagements 
were enough to convimce the land- 







lords that, cultural yalues notwith- 
standing, there’s no room (mean- 
ing not enough momey) for this 


lofty art form upte 
north of the Met.on 
Nix Television City 

In 1950 the Rockefellers tried to 
interest NBC in a “television city.” 
The Center would be razed and a 
new, greater structure would go 
up in its place. Joseph McConnell, 
network president at that time, 
nixed the idea. The time was not 
ripe for such an undertaking, said 
McConnell. ’ 

NBC, though, did take over the 
Center for studio tv programming, 
and paid a rental that was regard- 
ed as fair by both sides although 
still considerably short of what the 
property should yield by real es- 
tate standards. (The Rockefellers, 
remember, have the entire area on 
baa leasehold from Columbia 

Decision finally was reached that 
the Center had had it. The demo- 
lition squad was called in. Time- 
table .calls for removal by next 
month of the last vestige of the ill- 
fated show business emporium. An 
office building on the site is set 
for completion 13 months later. 

As for NBC’s “television city,” 
the Rockefellers may still be part 
of the plot. The vast area from the 
Roxy Theatre east to Sixth Ave- 
nue, from 50th to 5lst Streets, was 
purchased by the Rockefellers last 
spring. The purchase price was $8,- 
500,000 for the 82,000. square feet. 

Architecturally, this is being 
measured in terms of 2,000,000 
square feet—plenty big for any 
kind of a city. Whether the prop- 
erty owners and the network can 
get together on a deal remains to 
be seen. And besides, it’s irrele- 
vant to the Center Theatre’s death- 
via-immolation obit. 


Too Colossal? 
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public with pix of a similar char- 
acter. 
Norway’s Revolt 

Motion Picture Export Assn. is 
beginning to collect some frowns 
for its efforts to sell foreign gov- 
ernments and exhibs the idea that 
even a lot of trees don’t necessar- 
iiy make a forest. 

First revolt came last week in 
Norway where Kristopher Aamot, 
chairman of the Norwegian Munici- 
pal Cinemas Assn., notified the 
U.S. companies that under a new 
agreement his group would no 
longer allow special rental terms 
for “super” attractions. The cur- 
rent Norwegian deal, which ex- 
pires Sept. 1, provides for a 40% 
rental limit. However, some five or 
six “specials” could be sold at 45% 
and higher. 

MPEA argument in Norway as 
well as in Holland, Belgium and 
Italy has been that a certain num- 
ber of spectacle-type pix should be 
freely negotiable due to their high 
production costs. However the 
feeling appears to be growing 
abroad that — with CinemaScope 
films counted in the special cate- 
gory—the “specials” have become 
so commonplace as to no longer 
merit higher terms. 

There’s concern at MPEA in 
N.Y. that the Norwegian example 
may set a pattern elsewhere. In 
Hollywood, for instance, eight or 
nine American imports a year are 
freely negotiable. In Italy, 25% of 
the MPEA import can fetch 50% 
rentals and here again C’Scope 
pix are freely negotiable. 

In stating that, in the future, 
Norwegian exhibs would impose a 
40% rental limit on all pix, Aamot 
added insult to injury by declaring 
that the Norwegian public wasn’t 
interested in “super” attractions 
and that, in any case, “they are 
nothing but glary comic strips.” 


— —s 
Cinerama in Syria 
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Force. Cinerama engineers are al- 
ready on their way to the Syrian 
city. 

A specially-designed outdoor the- 
atre will be built on the U. S 
Government exhibition space. The 
showings will be under the auspices 
of the U. S. Information Agency. 
A narration in Arabie will replace 
the current one by Lowell Thomas. 
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BSESSION' 


TS ROLLING UP 
J GLENN MILLER’ GROSSES 
EVERYWHERE! 


CLEVELAND—Palace Theatre YOUNGSTOWN —Warner Theatre 
Outgrosses “Glenn Miller” both Sets all-time U-I house record! 
first and second weeks! 


i? 



















AURORA—Paramount Theatre 
CHICAGO—United Artists Theatre Bigger than “Glenn Miller” 


Sets twenty-year house record! 
: OKLAHOMA CITY—Midwest Theatre _ 


ASHEVILLE—Piaza Theatre Neck-and-neck with 
Bigger than “Glenn Miller” “Glenn Miller” 

AKRON ~Palace Theatre MICHIGAN CITY—Tivoli Theatre ~_ ‘* 
Joins “Miller” as U-I's Outgrossing “Glenn Miller” 


biggest grossers ! 


SALT LAKE CITY—Uptown Theatre —_— Taig. 


: He Record opening .. . bigger 
Ee than “Willer” 


soe . TECHNICOLOR i 
KANSAS CITY- eg Theatre WR | 
Bigger than “Miller”. . ONG — 
U-I record in K.C. with 
YA AGNES MOOREHEAD 

- TTO KRUGER 
ATLANTA—Grand Theatre e ven Pdi PALMER 
Joins “Miller” as U-'s all time Directed by Douglas Sirk 


Screenplay by Robert Biees 
high grossers in Atlanta! 


Produced by Ross Hunter 


rnationd 
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Connecticut Censorship Proposal 


Draws 


Hartford, Aug. 3. + 


A proposal has been made that 
Connecticut adopt a system of 
statewide censorship of films and 
plays, although this was one of the 
more liberal of the original Ameri- 
can colonies and has not heretofor 
been a blue law state. Just who or 
what is behind the proposal is not 
clear. Connecticut Stafe Police 
Assn. which promulgated the idea 
is not an official crganization de- 
spite its title. Actually it is no 
more than an insurance organiza- 
tion taking in policemen for bene- 
fits. It has some 300 members. 
Censorship recommendation seems | 
to have been passed by a 15-man | 
board without debate or dissent. 

Best reasonable explanation of 
motivation offered is that a state | 
law would take individual police | 
chiefs at the community level off | 
the spot when complaints are reg- 
istered. 





Broadside of Nays 


Big Pic, Big Stills 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

RKO’s “The Conqueror” is 
a big production, so the still 
photographs issued by the 
flackery will be that way too. 
Orders have gone out that all 
stills must be at least 11x16 
inches or larger. 

First is a 22x16 photo of 
John Wayne with Susan Hay- 
ward. 


TOA Forum On 











New Processes 


A new processes forum will again 


United Paramount Shortens 
. *.@¢ > es 
Twin Cities’ Holdings 
Minneapolis, Aug: 3. 

United Paramount Theatres con- 
tinues to reduce its Twin Cities 
theatre holdings and operations. 

Its current move in the load 
lightening direction is the sale of 
its local neighborhood American 
theatre to independent exhibitor 
Joe Podoloff who owns and oper- 
ates the nearly Vogue. The price 
was kept secret. é 

A month ago the circuit sold a 
St. Paul neighborhood house, the 
Capitol, to Martin Lebedoff, also a 
Minneapolis independent exhibi- 
tor, 

During the past few days it has 
‘stepped up its voluntary with- 
| drawal from the Twin Cities’ ex- 
hibiting scene on the heels of pre- 


consent decree. ms 

In Minneapolis it failed to renew 
its leases on two neighborhood 
| houses, sub-let its downtown Cen- 
tury to Stanley-Warner for Ciner- 
|/rama, relinquished the last-run 
'Palace and sold a neighborhood 





Hartford Times has editorialized , be one of the features of the com-| house for commercial purposes. At 


against any state censorship. Hart- 
ford Courant which recently cam- 
paigned against rough comic books 
for kids also declared itself op- | 
posed to any censorship as such. 
Among others protesting the pro- 
posal were Norman Cousins, editor | 
of the Saturday Review, James S. 
Pope, executive editor of the 
Louisville Courier Journal and 
president of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors; Russel J. 
Wiggins. managing editor of the 
Washington Post & Times-Herald, 
chairman of the Freedom of Infor- 





bined trade show and convention | 


of the Theatre Owners of America 
at Chicago, Oct. 31 to Nov. 4. 

The Theatre Equipment and Sup- 
ply Manufacturers Assn. and the) 
Theatre Equipment Dealers Assn. | 
both of which are holding their) 
conclaves at the same time, will} 
supervise the forum, providing a> 
panel of experts well versed on); 
every phase of theatre equipment, | 


! 
accessories, and new _ processes. | 


the same time it reopened one 
downtown theatre, tossed backed 
into its lap by the purchaser, with 


|a twin bill last run 25c policy. Its 


lease on this house expires within 
a few years and is certain not to 
be renewed. 

In St. Paul United Paramount 
dropped two downtown theatres 
and one other neighborhood house 
in addition to the sale of the Capi- 
tol. 

The chain now is left with four 
Minneapolis and two St. Paul 
downtown theatres and only three 


mation Committee, American So- | Last year this event attracted more | neighborhood houses in each of the 


ciety of Newspaper Editors, Odell | than 1,000 exhibs, theatre equip-/ twins, 


Three gindependent cir- 


Shepard, former lieutenant gover- ment and manufacturers reps from | cuits have more Yocal neighbor- 


nor of Connecticut; 
others. 





Perspecta Into 
Showcase Soon 


Largescale demonstrations 
Perspecta Sound in the U.S. have 


{ Nov. 3. 


forum will be held Wednesday, 





Marlon Brando to Hoof 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Marlon Brando will take dancing 
lessons to qualify for the Sky Mas- 


and many 4ll parts of the country. This year’s | noo theatres. 


“We have no immediate plans to 
sell more Twin Cities’ theatres, but 
I don’t say we don’t dispose of 
more of them, either,” said Harry 
B. French, United Paramount presi- 
dent here. 





Metro is stepping up the use of 





terson role in the Samuel Goldwyn | color stills for lobby dispiays for 


“Guys 


of film version of Damon Runyan’s | theatres. With the set of stills for 
and Dollis.” It will be} “Brigadoon,” M-G-is providing ex- 


been set for August. Showings had | Brando’s initial appearance in a hibs with color shots which bring 


been delayed to coincide with the | 
availability of the required “inte- | 
grater” units which sell for approx- | 
imateiy $9800. 

Abroad, 12 manufacturers have 
been licensed to make the units 
and a large volume of orders is 
said to be on hand. All of the 41 
Loew’s houses in the foreign mar- 
ket have been equipped as has the 
entire Loew’s chain in the U. S. 
Total of American theatres now 
Perspecta-equipped stands at 107. 

According to Metro, availability 
of “Gone With the Wind” with 
Perspecta Sound has sharpened ex- 
hib interest in the stereo sound 
system. Equipment dealers say al-| 
most 100°7 of the Perspecta orders 
being received come from houses | 
already equipped with three horns 
and the necessary wiring for the 
showing of magnetic stereo sound. 

All of Metro’s new pix are going 
out with Perspecta Sound which 
allows exhibs to play these prints 
via either a single horn of three 
horns. Perspecta Sound uses a 
single optical track. Paramount 
will start- using Perspecta with 
“White Christmas” and Warner 
Bros. started making it available 
with “The High and the Mighty.” 


State Closes Theatre 


Greenfield, O., Aug. 3. 

The Lyric Theatre here, oper- 
ated by James Chakeres of Wash- 
ington Court House, was closed last 
week by the Division of Factory 
and Building Inspection of the 
Ohio Department of Industrial Re- 
lations. John Wonderberger, su- 
pervisor of inspection, said the 
closedown order would continue in 
effect “until certain existing con- 
ditions” in the theatre and build- 
ing are corrected but did not pub- 
licly specify what those conditions 
were. 








Mickey Rooney as Jockey 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Mickey Rooney will gallop that- 
away in a feature based on the 
career of jockey Johnny Longden, 
to be produced independenily by 
Mickey Rooney Enterprises at Re- 
public. 

Maurice Duke, Rooney’s partner 
and personal manager, will be as- 
sociate producer. John Fenton 
Murray and Benedict Freedman 
will eollaborate on the screenplay. 


musical. 

It’s also a 
writer-director 
wicz. 


‘ 


first musical for 


Joseph Manckie- | 
} color process. 


{sharper contrast and color pig- 
ments to the fore. This has been 
accomplished by the use of a new 





: Briefs From the Lots 
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Holl}wood, Aug. 3. ;of Eden”... William Bacher and 
Robert Arthur and Melville | William Hawks pacted Roland 


Tucker will share producer credit 
on U’s “The Black Shield of -Fal- 
worth” . . . Henry Daniell joins 
cast of Metro’s “The Prodigal”... 
Claire Trevor signed by 
Thomas for role of Lady MacBeth 
in “Lucy Gallant”... Lee Sholem 
snagged directorial chores’ on 
Treasure Island Productions’ “Long 
John Silver” ... Luther Adler cast 
as convict-killer in the Hal E. 
Chester production. “Crashout” 
Frank Ferguson pacted by War- 
ners for stint in “Young At Heart” 
... Donna Corcoran, former Metro 
contractee, set by studio in ‘‘Moon- 
fleet” ... Joseph J. Lilley named 
music director on Paramount’s 
“Eddie Foy and the Seven Little 
Foys” . . Fred W. Kane inked 
David Boehm to screenplay “I 
, Accuse.” 

Dimitri Tiomkin signed by Stan- 
ley Kramer to score “Not As a 
Stranger”... Trevor Ward snagged 
role in “The Silver Chalice’ at 
Warners ... Jack Ingram and 
Ewing Mitchell into U’s “Man 
Without a Star” .., Carl Milletaire 
pacted for stint in Greene-Rouse’s 
“New York Confidential” . . . Louis 
King acquired screen rights to 
“Great Dismal,” yarn by _ Sari 
Stoeffel . . . Paul Dubov, Stanley 
Clements and Joseph Turkel into 
Filmakers’ ‘Mad At’the World” 
Cameron Mitchell borrowed from 
20th-Fox by Warners for co-star 
role with Greer Garson and Dana 
Andrews in “Strange Lady in 
Town”... Deborah Kerr inked by 
William Perlberg and George Sea- 
ton for star role in “The Magnifi- 
cent Devils” .. . Don Harvey and 
wife, Jean Harvey, cast in Colum- 
dia’s “‘Women’s Prison.” 

Hal Kanter has acquired screen 
rights to “Miss Morissa,” by Mari 
Sandoz...Charles Cane and Tom 
Powers snagged roles in Greene- 
Rouse’s .‘New York Confidential” 
... Tony Hughes and George Leigh 


into “The Silver Chalice” at War- | 


ners ... Patricia Lawler joins ‘‘The 
Conqueror” at RKO... Richard 


Pine- | 


| Kibbee to screenplay “The Mike 
| Fink Story” ... Jane Adrian set 
for role in 20th-Fox’s “There's No 
Business Like Show Business”... 
Terence De Marny into ‘Mad at 
the World” at RKO... Barbara 
Pepper and Billie McLean join 
Warners “Young at Heart”... 
Wayne Morris will co-star with 
Dane Clark and Carole Mathews in 
“Dynamite Anchorage” at Allied 
Artists. 

Alan Napier cast in Metro’s 
“Moonfleet” ... Fred (Duffy and) 
Sweeny, vaudeville vet, joined 
cast of Paramount’s ‘“We’re No 
Angels” .. . Irving Rapper pur- 
chased film rights to “Murder at 
Third Base,” original by Frank 
Gruber .. . Bela Lugosi, Loretta 
King. Lyle Talbot, Dolores Fuller 
and Hazel Franklyn signed for roles 
in “The Vampire’s Tomb”... 
Hecht-Laneaster’s “The Gabriel 
Horn” will be filmed in Cinema- 
Scope . ... Copa Productions ‘set 
Nov. 15 as start date for Columbia 
release, “The Stalk”... Jan 
Sterling inked by Columbia to co- 
star with Ida Lupino and Howard 
Duff in ‘Women’s Prison” . 
Michael Kidd signed as choreog- 
rapher on Samuel Goldwyn’s “Guys 
and Dolls” ... Carl Esmond into 
20th-Fox’s “The Racers.” 

National Legion of Decency hand- 
ed Paramount's “Secret of the In- 
cas” a “B” rating because of “low 
moral tone” and “suggestive situ- 
-ations.”.. Judy Tyler drew a role 
in Pine-Thomas’ “Blue Horizons.” 

Allied Artists allocated $200.- 
000 as an advertising budget for 
“The Human Jungle,” with empha- 
Sis on the use of tv and radio... 
Warners signed Mabel and June 
Smaney for roles in “East of 
| Eden”. ..U bought ‘Miss Pettigrew 
| Lives for a Day,” a novel by Wini- 


fred Watson, and assigned Robert} 


Arthur as producer... John Ken- 
nedy joined the “Return of the 
Creature” troupe at U Cecil B. 
DeMille signed Ralph Jester as 
utility aide on “The Ten Com- 


Garrick inked for Warners “East | mandments.” 


vious divorcements required by the. 


- + | ttendricks, WB 


‘Sia Expouds Newspaper Slant 





Declares Film Biz Often Asks Favors But Is Slo 
To Return ’Em When Dailies Ask : 





Delivered ! 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
It took a long time but film- 
ing of the Judy Garland 
starrer, “A Star Was Born,” 
was finally completed at 2:44 
a.m., July 29. 
It had been before the 
cameras since last Oct. 12. 


Fail To Upset 
Ohio Censorship 


_ Columbus, Aug. 3. 

The film industry’s attempt to 
root out Ohio’s 41-year-old film 
censorship by a premanent injunc- 
tion failed when Common Pleas 
Judge Ralph J. Bartlett Saturday 
(31) dismissed the suit filéd three 
months ago- by RKO Pictures Inc., 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio and two exhibitors. How- 
ever, the decision is certain to be 
appealed. 

In .a 22-page decision, Judge 
Bartlett_said that neither the 1913 
eensorship law nor the collection 
of fees violates any provision of 
the state cr federal constitution. 
The plaintiffs claimed the state has 
no power to authorize censorship 
and cannot levy or collect fees for 
it; that such fees violate free 
speech and free press and are in- 
valid; that the requirement of such 
a tax is a denial of equal protec- 
tion and due process; and that the 
U.S. Supreme Court has declared 
censorship laws unconstitutional. 

Judge Bartlett recognized the 
U.S. Supreme Court rulings but 
said, 

“Although liberty of expression 
by means of motion pictures is in- 
cluded within the free@fom of 
speech and press guaranty. -.of 
the U.S. Constitution as well as the 
state constitution, there still re- 
mains a limited field in which de- 
cency and morals may be protect- 
ed from...an offending motion 
picture by prior restraint under 
proper criteria and standards,” 

He also said that the U.S. Su- 
preme Court has not removed com- 
munity control of films by censor- 
ship and that his court wiil not do 
so under the claim of complete un- 
constitutionality of such censor- 
ship laws. The judicial sense sup- 
| porting the common sense. . still 
sustains the exercise of police 
power by a sovereign state.” 

He supported the $3 per 1,000 
foot reel charge made by the Divi- 
sion of Film Censorship, which the 
plaintiffs said was, in fact, a tax 
since 85 to 87% of the total 
fees collected, amounting to about 
$300,000 ea¢h year, supports the 
visual aid program of the State 
Department of Education. Judge 
Barilett said, “Even though such 
fees exceed to some extent the 
necessary cost for making the in- 
spection, (they) constitute license 
fees and not a tax.” 


ADMAN TO COAST FOR 
WARNER AIR TIEUPS 


Blaine Thompson ad agency’s 
Gary Stevens who has handled 
Warner Bros. radio-tv tieups for 
the past 10 years will shift his 
headquarters from New York to 
| the Coast. 

Stevens. also a _ radio-tv pro- 
ducer, will work closely with Bill 
studio publicity 
| chief. Shift, according to WB pub- 
|ad chief Mort Blumenstock, is due 
to the belief that the agency could 
render better service by having a 
radio-tv man in closer contact with 
the studio. 














Goldberg T00% C’Scope 
Oméaha, Aug. 3. 
Ralph Goldberg tomorrow (Wed.) 
will have completed installation of 
CinemaScope in all five of his the- 
atres here—the downtown flagship, 
the State; and the Avenue, Dundee, 
Military and Ames, all nabes. 


Stereophonic sound, RCA seam- 
less screens. and Bricker projectors 
were also. installed. 


Goldberg reports biz at his nabe 





a year ago. 


* , 
Minneapolis, Aug. 3: — 
Even though many leading #ex- 
hibitors here don’t like it, <the 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune, the 
only local newspapers—both under 
the same single -ownership—have 
no intention of eliminating ‘the 
complete daily tv and radio sta- 
tions’ logs or cutting down the 
large amount of other additional 
space and features devoted gratis 
to the mediums. 


This is according to Otto A. Sil- 
ha, the sheets’ business manager, 
who doesn’t feel, however, that 
video and audio are receiving the 
alleged “preferential treatment” 
over the film theatres or that the 
latter have any squawk coming. 

At the same time, Silha charges* 
that the film industry is inclined, 
generally speaking, to regard the 
matter of cooperation as ‘“‘a one- 
way street” — it continuously re- 
quests it of newspapers, but too 
frequently is unwilling to extend 
it. is 

Two newspapers are still pub-. 
lishing logs of area’s other 11 tv 
stations’ daily, except when space 
limitations necessitate their omis- 
sion. The local four tv and 1% 
radio stations daily logs are never 
omitted. _ 

“Our elaborate tv and radio logs, 
we've found, are a service that the 
public wants,” says Silha, “and we 
believe it devolves upon us to pro- 
vide such desired services.” 

Silha says that no complaints 
have reached him personally from 
exhibitors about his newspapers 
favoring tv and radio over film 
houses and his readers have given 
no intimation that they feel the 
showhouses are being negiected. 

Regarding the matter of film 
industry cooperatién, Silha asserts 
that when they decided to produce 
a big outdoor Minneapolis Star 
and Tribune charities’ show for 
the Aquatennial, lecal annual sum- 
mer mardi gras, they wanted Hol- 
lywood to provide some of their 
stars for personal appearances. 

“We found the film companies, 
excepting Metro, cold to the idea,” 
explains Silha. “They apparently 
couldn’t realize that this would re- 
sult in a tremendous amount of 
free newspaper and other public- 
ity for their companies, stars and 
pictures and that the stars would 
be appearing before huge throngs. 

Metro sent Vera-Ellen and Car- 
los Thompson for the show, and 
we’re grateful to that company. 
Both of these stars not only ap- 
peared on the stage, but contrib- 
uted impostant parts to the enter- 
tainment. 

“The film companies’ should 
realize that they themselves can 
do a lot to cement better relations 
with the newspapers and the local 
public by cooperating to a greater 
degree than they’ve been doing 
and that it’s their duty to give as 
well as take. 

“Too often these film companies 
want thé newspapers to do things 
that mean nothing to the papers 
themselves or the communities and 
are unwilling to offer anything in 
return. Promotionwise, this per- 
sonal appearance of the two Metro 
stars undoubtedly benefitted the 
company and industry and the 
players themselves more than a 
dozen of the ordinary stunts and 
tieups. 

Irked exhibitors here have been 


| charging that although the ‘the- 
| atres and pictures are the source 


of much more advertising revenue 
for the newspapers, the sheets 
have been cutting down on the 
free space alloted for them whiie 
increasing it considerably for 
video and audio, 


Techni Rehiring Hands 


t 


An increase of about 25% in the 
release print business in recent 
months is responsible for the ade 
dition of 150 to the Technicolor, 
Inc., staff on the Coast. Techni had 
laid off around 300 early this year 
out of 2,300 employees, but about 
half of these have been rehired 
since July 1, according to Herbert 
T. Kalmus, company prexy. ; 

He pointed out that improving 
conditions at the boxoffice together 
with an industry-wide demand for 
more prints had aceounted for 








much of the-heightened activity in 
Technicolor. He stated that Techni 


spots as being up about 50° over/| looks to continuing increase of its 
i manufacturing volume. 
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Clips From 


DALLAS 


ial dinner and a season’s 
po ie wanned to the 150,090th 
patron to the Esquire Theatre here 
bv James A. Cain, manager. 
“Special tie-in has been arranged | 
by the Melba Theatre and Grey- 
hound Bus Lines to promote Cine- 
rama.” Plan calls for observing a 
special night for varius cities in 
the Dallas trade area. First is set 
for Aug. 13, and will be for Waco. 


The bus company will offer a 
special fare to Dallas with the 
Waco manager being named a 


yecial ticket agent far the theatre. 
* ype Riggs, owner of Lone Star 
Drive-In here, reported robbers 
held up the boxoffice and made 
off with $148. 

The Interstate Circuit will have 
a special display at the Texas 
State Fair in October, according 
to R. J. O'Donnell, veepee and 
general manager. The display will 
honor Edith Head, costume désign- 


er with a display of her works 
from the films with which won her 
Oscars. 


What is believed to be the larg- 
est drive-in screen in the south- 
west unveiled at the South Loop 
13 Drive-In, San Antonio. This 
ozoner is operated by Statewide 
Drive-In Theatres. 

The new Strand Theatre at 
Wichita Falls scheduled to open 
next week, according to William | 
O'Donnell, veepee and_ general | 
manager of Trans-Texas Theatres. 
Only the ‘original floor remains of | 
the cinema which burned: down | 
several months ago after being} 
acquired just a short time from | 
Interstate. Strand was converted | 
into a one floor cperation. Harry 
Gaines returns as manager. 


BOSTON 


Otis Whitney, Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Public Safety, 
slated a public hearing for Aug. 
18 to propose a new set of regula- 
tions on operation of projection 














booths in the state. 

Nate Oberman. Metro head 
booker, recuperating from an 
emergency appendectomy at the 
Allerton Hospital. 

Variety Club’s annual Varieiy 


Day at the Races is set for Aug. 
19 at Narragansett Park, Rhode 
Island. 


Aug. 5. 
designed by 
Associates. 


William 


in nearby Lynn by Mavor Arthur} 
J. Frawley, who termed it “vulgar, | 
sexy, obnmexious and not conducive 
to good morals.” Picture was 
yanked after it had played several | 
days in local theatre as.result of | 
complaints by police department 
censor, policewomen and patrons. | 


MINNEAPOLIS | 


independent , 


More Twin Cities 


|from nearby Scottdale, Pa. 





Film Row 


tor at Aitkin, 


4444444 


Minn.. where he 


| bought the Rialto from Kenneth 


Lyon. : 
Harold Perlman, Universal ex- 


ploiteer, in town working on “Mag- | 


nificent Obsession” and “The Egg 
and I.” 


Mrs. M. A. Levy, wife of 20th-,; 
Fox division pose i here, re-| 
ter 


cuperating at home successful 


major operation at Mayo Clinic, | 


Rochester, Minn. . 

Irving Mills, formerly with 20th- 
Fox and Columbia, an addition to 
United Artists’ sales staff here and 
will cover northern Minnesota. 

Eleanore Odell, of Paramount's 
Salt Lake City branch, wen a prize 
for submitting “Paramount’s 40th 
Anniversary” as the title of the 
company’s fall sales drive. 

“The Robe” currently having its 
initial ozoner first-run at Minot 
Outdoor Theatre, Minot, N..D. It 
hasn’t played conventional theatre 
in town because neither is equipped 
for C’Scope. 

Dr. James K. Friedrich lined up 
12 cities for pre-release showings 
of his Biblical picture, “Day of 
Triumph.” Cities are Providence, 
Columbus, Dayton, Minneapolis, 
New Orleans, Houston, Atlanta, 
Dallas, - Charlotte, Jacksonville, 
Denver and Seattle. 


PITTSBURGH 


Miami Theatre, Springdale, leas- 
ed by Bart Dattola and Frank 
Biamonte to Andy Battiston and 
Don Trepecone. Of late, this house 
has been operating on weekends 
only. 

Bob Ruskin, former Par sales- 
man, now a representative here of 
the Massachusetts Life Insurance 


| Co. and also studying for his Penn- 


sylvania bar exams. 
Flock of district exhibs returned 


| from visits to their native Greece, 


among them Louis Thomas of 
Zelienople, George 
Wheeling and George A. Katselas 
of East Pittsburgh. 

Ltonard Goldenson, prexy of 
Par-ABC, named among. other 
former Pennsylvanians as _ state 
ambassadors to serve during the 
annual Pennsylvania Week celebra- 
tion in October. Goldenson — 
Also 
appointed ambassadors by Gover- 
nor John S. Fine are Lisa Kirk and 


| Adolphe Menjou. 
The Redstone-owned VFW Drive- | 


| Keenan Building in Ambridge, | 
In in West Roxbury slated to open 


owned by Altoona Public Thea- 


A 900-car ozoner, it was! tres, suffered $75,000 loss by fire 
Riseman | 

| restaurant, 
“French Line” has been banned | 


last week. It houses a dance hall, 
shoe shop, appliance 
store and a CIO union headquar- 
ters. This is the former theatre 
section of the building: theatre was 
known variously as the Regent, 
Senate, Penn and State. 

Speer Marousis, New Castle the- 
atre owner, named secretary of 
Ahelpa chapter in that city. 


ST. LOUIS 


Glenn Boner joined St. 
Theatre Supply Co. sales 


Louis 
staf; 


Faller of | 


Stocks Hold Near 
Highs in Heat 


By MIKE WEAR 


Amusement stocks last week boil 
ed up as much as the mercury. Pic- 
| ture and film theatre issues, mostty 
| known as lower or medium-priced 
stocks, were caught in the public’s 
swing towards purchase of more 
inexpensive shares in the _ past 
week’s market. Wall Street noticed 
a more or less decided shift from 
the giltedge and expensive stocks 
toward the medium, and lower 
price issues. This was all to the 
good for amusements. 

Result of trading in last week’s 
session found most film shares 
holding near the highs of the year, 
with little change in most issues. 
20th-Fox registered a new 1954 
high at 225%, and 
away stightly but still ahead on 
the week. Report that Universal 
Consolidated Oil Co. had found 
gas in its No. 2 well on 20th-Fox 
property in Hollywood undoubted- 
ly provided the stimulus. The test 
produced gas at an estimated rate 
of better than 5,000,000 cubic feet 
daily. The film company has leased 
the property to the UCO Co. and 
receives a royalty payment plus a 
share of profits on any oil and gas 
discovered. Weeks ago there were 
reports of oil having been found 
on the land but at that time the 
amount of petroleum was regard- 
ed as comparatively small. ; 

Trend towards lower-prfced 
shares apparently accounted for 
much of the renewed purchases of 
Teehnicolor which hit $13 and 
closed virtually unchanged on the 
week. Stanley Warner held about 
even despite being ex-divvy dur- 
ing the session. 

Loew’s, long bell wether of the 
amusement group, was only an 
eighth away from the year’s peak 
price of 1612. National Theatres 
was in like category, winding up at 
7% against the 54 high of 8. 

Columbia Pix was up nearly a 
point on the week at 25. The year's 
best price is 2512. Aside from its 
high returns from “Caine Mutiny,” 
Col was rated as having another 
big grosser in “On the Water- 
| front,” predicated on its terrific 
| returns at the N.Y. Astor. General 
Precision Equipment was up half 
a point on the week at 45, meeting 
of directors disclosing earnings of 
over $3 per common share in the 
first half of the year. 


Paramount Pix held near recent 
high levels, to wind up at 3238, a 
gain of an eighth on the week. At 
this point it was about a point off 
from the year’s highest ground. 
American Broadcasting-Par com- 
mon edged up to a new high of 
| 18!8. The preferred equalled its 
| old 54 peak of 1838. 

Columbia Broadcasting shares 
backed away further, both Class A 








nabe houses falling into one-track formerly was with A. V. Cauger ,and B winding at 6212. This con- 


optical sound C’Scope line. 


Cinerama host at Century thea- ! 


tre to Minnesota newspaper editors 


here for Aquatennial, local annual | Francisville, Ill., dark for several | 
| months. 
CinemaScope 


summer mardi gras. . 
Five out of eight loop first-run 


Service, Independence, Mo. 
Mrs. Anna Lee Pohl planning to 
relight her Kay Theatre in St. 


equipment __ in- 


trasts with 71 and 6912 respective- 
ly, the highs of the two issues. 
Radio Corp. of America common 
was up near the year’s best quota- 
| tion much of the week but wound 


theatres here currently charging) stalled in the ozoner near Arcadia, | UP 3% S276, off slightly, despite a 


advanced admissions of $1 or more. 
Suburban World, “fine arts” 


house, going to town with many | 


| Mo., owned and operated by Irwin 
Dagonia and William Basden. 
Joseph C. Ansell and other 


times locally played reissues at 70c | stockholders of Metropolitan Loan 


admission, 10c higher than earliest 


jand Investment Co. sold their in- 


clearance slot theatres with regular | terests to the Liberty Loan Co. 


subsequent 
held over 


first-run 


“Tobacco Road” — 


“Grapes of Wrath” comb for sec-! 


ond week to amazing grosses after 
clicking big with “Tight Little Is- 
land.” 

Bill Mussman resigned as Para- 
mount salesman to become exhibi- 


New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
“SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTHERS” 


ia CINEMASCOPE starring 
JANE POWELL «+ HOWARD KEEL 
j Color by ANSCO - An M-G-M Picture 
end SPECTACBLAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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policies. It} 


_Walter Thimmig, vet exhib, put 
his MeNir, an indie nabe, dark 
since last May 23, up for sale or 


by Dave Nelson. 





PHILADELPHIA 


Herbert J. Elliott, owner of Fern 
Rock, filed anti-trust suit in US. 
| District Court asking triple dam- 
ages trom Columbia, Universal, 
United Artists, Loew’s, Paramount 
and RKO. Elliott eharges distribs 
| refuse to give him films on key- 
|run basis and impose clearances 


in favor of neighboring North 
Philly houses, the Esquire and 
Bromley. 


| Mrs. Edna Carroll, chairman of 
the Pennsylvania State Board of 
(Censors, and Franklin Paul. attor- 
| ney, debated film censorship on 
| WFIL program, sponsored by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
“On Waterfront,” first adver- 
tised public preview ever held at 


the Stanley theatre. drew turn- 
away crow d to Stanley Warner 
chain’s 2900-seat deluxer. Pre- 


view pie was coupled with “Living 
It Up.” 

John Schaeffer. industry vet 
took over Realart exchange for 
this aréa, setting up offices on 


i Vine St. 


glowing six-month earnings state- | 


|; ment. 


then backed- 





i 
| 
| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Universal common finished at) 


| 2358 as against a high '54 price of 
17144 where it was an eighth below 
the high of the year. Republic Pix 
common was down a small fraction 
| bXt the preferred held close to the 


| lease; house formerly was operated best 1954 quotation. 


RKO Pix and RKO Theatres both 
| continued around the year’s highs. 





_Makelim’s Seattle Score 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Theatre Owners of Washington, 
, Northern Idaho and Alaska, repre- 
senting more than 250 film houses, 
voted unanimous approval of the 
|Makelim Plan at a meeting in 
| Seattle, 

Hal Makelim, author of the plan, 
left a representative in Seattle to 
help the exhibitors and circuits 
fill out their contracts. 


; 
; 





David Butler’s Chairmanship | 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Screen Directors Guild elected 
David Butler for his third term as 
chairman of the board of trustees 
of the group’s Educational and 
Benevolent Foundation. 

Other officers elected at the 
quarterly meeting were: Stuart 
Heisler, first vice chairman; Lesley 
Selander, second 
George Archainbaud, secretary; 
,and George Waggner, ‘treasurer, 


_to drumbeat the star’s next film, “Blue Horizons.” 
24148. Warner Bros. wound up at | 


Amusement Stock Quotations. 


- (N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 


For Week Ending Tuesday (3) ‘ 
: - Net 
1954 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low in 100s High Low Close for week 
1814 14144 Am Br-Par Th 350 18% 1754 18% + 
71 4154 CBS, “A” ..« 82 6414 6214 6414 me Wy 
6914 411% CBS, “B” ... 9 6314 6214 6314 eke 
2514 1934 Col. Pic. .... 107 2614 2414 26 +134 
11% O% -Decca....... 450 11% 11 11% + 34 
6314 46°4 Eastman Kdk. 170 607% 601% 6058 + %% 
16% 13% Leoew’s...... 331 1634 1614 163% — % 
814 6% Nat. Thea. .. 238 81% 73%4 77% aN 
335g 2614 Paramount .. 101 327% 32 321% pin Bh 
3742 28 Philco .....« 141 37% 3558 37314 + 3% 
3434 2214 RCA........ 596 © 33 3254 3356 am 36 
7 27%, RKO Picts... 46 634 654 634 1, 
81g 4% RKO Thea... 123 8 734 77% +. 14 
514g 3 Republic .... 163 51% 434 434 i 36 
123g 10142 Rep., pfd..... 9 12 11% 12 ple 
175g 114% Stanley War.. 171 16% 15% 15% — 14 
2254 1834 20th-Fox .... 214 22% 21% 22% —¥W% 
24% 1815 Univ. Pix.... 26 24% 23% 24% ##$41% 
74. 6334 Univ., pfd.... *60 72% 71 72 41 
1758 135g Warner Bros. 72 1754 174% 1714 nie’ 1 
735@ 6373 Zenith ...... 57 7214 70 71% ~o 
American Stock Exchange 
6 35s Allied Artists 72 438 4 43% 4+ 3% 
133g 916 Du Mont. .. 304 14% 1334 14% +1 
1442 11%4 Technicolor.. 239 13 12% 127%. + 1% 
334 234 Trans-Lux .. 6 3% 314 314 wg’ 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
Ries ArtioteeelG ..; 2.4... 6s 6 Ge WO 914 958 + % 
Capitol Records ...... pes eee tr eee e 4 ie « 10 1034 ~- 
Chesapeake Industries ...........:..... cig ‘312 + 1% 
ne POR. ko 6k cae es ee ee 214 + 3g 
See. POON os aes ccc es an aes . 2% 314 + % 
Roner.GCerm. Ge Amer, =. 22 oo iu tae co ae ‘i Vas 1%4 — 
CNS. | ics 6 scents 6 wn CAE ee oe I 1%4 —1/16 
Polaroid ...’..... who's’ 9 RNs wae oe 372 3914 +114 
eee ee ss cai . 1034 12 + 3% 
Se eee cae er - 11% 1212 + is 


* Actual Volume. 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Ironton (O.) Courier, daily paper which was founded by Mrs. 
Fronia Sexton, recently arrested on a charge of embezzling $114,000 
while president of the Citizens National Bank there, suspended publi- 
cation: July 26, 13 months after its debut. Her son A. J. Sexton, Jr., 
said the paper was unable to meet current costs of operation. In the 
newspaper’s fight against two other dailies in: that Ohio River town 
of 16,333 persons, five editors and two general managers had been 
employed. The Courier plant was in a reconverted theatre building, 
part of Mrs. Sexton’s real-estate holdings. She also operated theatres 
in Ironton and Ashland, Ky. She resigned as president of the bank 
the day after her arrest, was freed on bond, and is now awaiting 
federal court action at Cincinnati. Deeds and mortgages to her hold- 
ings were turned over in trust to the American Surety Co., which 
repaid the bank’s loss. Mrs. Sexton, a grandmother who rose from 
waitress to bank president, said she wanted no one to suffer for her 
action. Included in the transfer were The Courier plant and the No-Na 
Theatre, in Ironton, plus other real estate, and a substantial cash 
payment. 








Boxscore on reaction to the Council of Motion Picture Organizations’ 
series of institutional ads in Editor & Publisher is 21 to one—21 edi- 
tors have expressed approval; one dissented. COMPO solicited the 
views of editors of,116 dailies in all sections of the country. Replies 
came from 31], of whom seven said they had not read the insertions, 
one was non-committal, and one was a notice that a paper had ceased 
publication. Of the 22 expressing opinion, the lone negative reply 
came from an editor who felt the ads too long and out cf place. 
He felt the copy should have been in newspapers rather than an edi- 
tors’ tradepaper and the appeal addressed to the public. COMPO 
states the eds were not asked to sign their names but despite this 11 
of the favorable replies carried signatures. Industry organization is 
keeping confidential the names of all who answer the questionnaires. 


Charlton Heston’s fan clubs will take an active part in exploiting 
the star’s future pictures under an arrangement being worked out 
between the actor and Paramount. Key members of the Heston 
clubs in New York are huddling with Par’s homeoffice exploitation 
department to set up letter writing campaigns and newspaper contacts 
Lensed in Vista- 
Vision and Technicolor,’ the Pine-Thomas production rolled July 7 
on location at Jacksen Hole, Wyo. Previously, Heston’s fan clubs 
were said to have been effective in promoting the thesper’s ‘Naked 
Jungle” and “Secret of the Incas” via arranging opening day bally 
stunts in some five eastern cities, 








Walt Disney's new musical short, “Willie, the Operatic Whale,” which 
was previewed at the Academy Awards theatre Friday night along 


/with his new True-Life Adventure feature, The “Vanishing Prairie.” 


| lyrics. 
| provided, 


vice chairman; | 


| 


is not new. Sequence, running almost 15 minutes, was taken from 
the 1946 release, “Make Mine Music,” which was made up of a series 
of musical numbers starring an assortment of artists. “Willie,” which 
stars Nelson Eddy, was previously titled “The Whale Who Wanted 
to Sing at the Met” and served as the finale number for “Music.” 





A Northwest celebration of A. H. Blank’s 75th birthday was held 
in Minneapolis on July 27 under the sponsorship of Eddie Ruben 
and Harold Field, sons of the original Finkelstein & Ruben theatre 
circuit which Paramount bought out many years ago. Blank, lead- 
ing Des Moines exhib, was serenaded with songs bolstered by special 
A special song sheet, on a simulated page one of VARIETY. Was 
\ Adman Edward P. Schwartz became the road company 
“editor” of this special issue of VARIETY. 





“Hurdy-Gurdy” (formerly “Neapolitan Carousel”) and “Theodora, 
Slave Empress” have been added to IFE Releasing Corp.’s 1954-55 
product lineup. Screening of the two features, both in color, will 
be the highlight of the IFE sales convention in N.Y. Aug. 6 through 
10. Powwow will be attended by division and district managers 4% 
well as salesmen of the Italo outfit. 





Vincent H. Jefferds, associated with Walt Disney Productions the 
past three years, has been named manager of the “Disney character 
merchandising division. He'll continue to direct commercial tieups 


; for Disney's films, 
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Heller Debunks TV ‘Gold Mine’ 


In an interview during last weekend’s AFTRA convention, the 
union’s executive secretary, George Helier, debunked what he 
said was the widespread belief that radio and television performers 


earned large salaries. 


“Far from leading the plush life,” he said, “they have as much 
need for unionism as Detroit’s assembly-line workers.” 
contended that 80% of the 15,000 members make less than $2,000 


a year from radio and tv work. 


Most of the members supplement their income by working in 
night clubs, theatres and other odd jobs, he said. “There are a 
few fortunate members who have regular shows and-earn $700 
er $800 a week,” Heller conceded. “But, the idea that most radio 
and tv artists spend their time loliing around in privately owned 
swimming pools couldn’t be farther from the truth.” 

Heller said the average actor receives from $200 to $250 for 
rehearsals and appearances on a half-hour tv show. 
rule the work is very irregular. “You run the risk of getting typed 
or becoming too familiar to the audience. 
on 10 half-hour shows a year is lucky.” 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 


Heller 


“And-as a 


An actor who works 








Kay Kyser Bids for Top Shows 


| 





(Sans Comml’s) For Educ! TV 


One of the more controversial + 


affiliations between commercial 
and educational video has been 
prevosed by Kay Kyser to North 
Carolina’s tele stations. 

Kyser, former NBC star and now 
acting as spokesman for the U. of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, sug- 
gested that the state’s commercial 
telecasters give him their okay to 
approach the networks for various 
top commercial shows to use on the 
soon-to-open school station. His 
plan was to take shows, and he 
mentioned “Studio One” and 
“Make Room For Daddy” among 
those he wanted, and delete the 
commercial pitches. 

Kyser was aware that the sug- 
gestion to use commercial video 
shows sans commercials on an edu- 
cational station was indirect com- 
petition to the  vicinity’s com- 
mercial operations, according to 
A. H. Campbell, boss at WNCT, 
Greenville, N. C. Campbell, be- 


(Continued on page 30) 


Bank of America's 
2006 TV Hoopla 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Complete saturation of the Cali- 
«fornia tv market at a cost of around 
$200,000 is being blueprinted by 
Bank of America for its 50th an- 
niversary program Oct. 17. Net- 
work time is being preempted on 
the regionals and to date the de- 
layed kines of Summer ‘Comedy 
Hour” and “Toast of the Town” 
will give way to the hour show to 
be filmed in Hollywood. 











Program will be in the nature of | 


a documentary, with dramatized 
skits and top names in show busi- 
ness associated with the progress 
of the banking system over the 
past half century. Charles* Stuart 
agency of Frisco is clearing the sta- 
tions and setting up the production 
format. Charles Johnson of the 
agency and Glenn Carter, v.p. and 
public relations head of Bank of 
America, are weighing the possibili- 
ties, and cost, of filming the show 


in color for showing outside the 
State, 


PAAR’S ‘PARTY’ EXIT 
FOR ‘MORNING SHOW’ 


i Jack Paar has quit CBS-TV’s 

Masquerade Party” to devote his 
time to the web’s “Morning Show” 
on which he replaces Walter Cron- 
kite as conferencier Aug. 16. 
Comedian will continue, however, 
On his Saturday nighter since that’s 
a summer replacement for “My 
Favorite Husband.” 

Paar will have his Saturday 
troupe with him for “Morning 
Show,” including orchester Pupi 
Campo, who'll deliver the base- 
all scores and be general music 
handyman; pianist Jose Melis 
doubling as batonista and singer 
Betty Clooney, 











It’s Now Official 


London, Aug. 3. 

With the Queen’s assent to 
the Television Bill, which was 
passed with the amendments 
advocated by the House of 
Lords, commercial tv now be- 
comes law. 

Chief amendments called for 
were heavier penalities on 
program companies breaking 
the rules set out for advertis- 
ing, and the specifying of 
times when televising would 
be permitted. It’s expected to 
tee off in the spring of 1955. 


Toni Grabs Off 
Last Remaining 
NBC-TYV Nite Spot 


The Saturday night 8:30 to 9 
peried on NBC-TV, vacated by Pet | 
Milk, has been grabbed up by Toni, | 
closing up all the nighttime avail- | 
abilities on the web with the ex- 
ception of the still-to-come alter-| 
nate weekly sponsor on “Big 
Town.” 

However, still to be resolved is | 
the question of a show for the 
Saturday time. NBC had hoped 
to install the new “Great Gilder- | 
sleeve” vidfilm series in the pericd, | 
but this was not acceptable to| 
Toni, although the client was 
pinned down to a “mutually agreed ' 
upon NBC package.” | 

There's a strong possibility that | 
“The Duke,” Friday night summer 











sustaining series, will get the fall | availabilities still open, ABC-TV, | 


nod for the Saturday slot. Web| 
has been happy with the show’s | 
progress and it’s now up to Toni| 
to fall in line. 





‘Today’s’ Java & Juice 


NBC-TV's “Today” has brought | 
a couple of choice accounts into) 
the early morning stable. The 
Florida Citrus Commission, repre- 
sented on the show for a period 
up to the spring, is. back again. 
Current pact is for 26 participa- 
tions. 

Other ‘‘Today” client wrapped | 
up last week was the Pan Ameri- | 
can Coffee Bureau, which has} 
bought 52 plugs over a 26-week du- | 
ration starting in October. 

Web also drew a late season 
starter for the 90-minute summer- 
time “Saturday Night Revue,” with | 
Nash Division of American Motors 
coming in fdr a quartet of 10-min- 
ute segments (between 10-10:30) 
from Aug. 28 through Sept. 18. 











Chevvie’s Derby Coin 
Chevrolet picks up the check for | 
CBS Radio coverage of the Soap 
Box Derby from Akron Aug. 15. 
Derby time is 4 to 4:15, witb | 


| 
| 


caller still to be named, i 





CONOMY 





NBC JOINS RANKS 
IN NEAR SELLOUT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


From here on_.in it’s officially the 
“three big major television net- 
works,” with ABC this week prac- 
tically sliding into the “promised 
land” and virtually posting the 
SRO shingle on all prime night- 
time avaifabilities. And, as reflected 
in the three-network chart listings 
in this issue of Varrety, the bat- 
tle royal for program dominance 
will be on in earnest when the fall 
curtain goes up in September. 

It immediately* raises the ques- 
tion: Can the video economy sup- 
port three major networks, con- 
sidering the high cost of tv’ing and 
the virtual certainty that, with the 
competition for the Nielsens be- 
coming tougher and tougher, the 
ratings are bound to toboggan. 


Everything points to the fact that 
the tv economy is geared for three 
networks enjoying SRO status. For 
one thing, there’s a precedent for 
it in network radio, even though 
the latter never began to achieve 
the stratospheric costs that exist in 
tv today (35,000 per half-hour time 
in video compared with $10,000 for 
AM even in its most bullish era). 


One thing is certain—ABC has 
everything to gain in the new 
three-way battle for audiences. 
Anything but a makeshift opera- 
tion, it’s going into the ring with a 
flock of heavyweight entries, in- 
cluding the new Wednesday night 
“Disneyland,” the already-tested 
“U.S. Steel Hour,” Danny Thomas, 
Ray Bolger, etc. In the realm of 
melodramatics and high tension it 
can hold its head high with “T- 


| Men” and has successfully coin- | 


peted on the situation comedy front 
with such entries as “Ozzie & Har- 
riet.” 


But there's a big question mark 
that won’t be answered until the 
new season is in full swing: Will 
the bigtime ABC shows divide the 
audience, resulting in decreased 
ratings, even for the peak shows, 
or will they invite an increase in 
sets-in-use? TV costs have been 


mounting steadily, but until now | 


without undue alarm from the 
clients and the agencies because 
of tv’s ability to deliver high rat- 
ings. But unless set circulation 


| rises with an increased tune-in, it’s 


inevitable that the three-way com- 


| petition will split the audience and 


deflate the rating °o. That’s when 
the fun will begin. For the net- 
work will then have to reconcile 
the client to living with lower Niel- 
sens at the same high cost. And 
how the sponsor reacts to it will 
have a great bearing on whether or 
not three bigtime network opera- 
tions can survive in the present tv 
economy. 


Thursdays ‘All-JWT’ 
With only a few prime time 


with an assist from J. Walter 
Thompson, may yet pull off the 
“prize slotting” of the year where- 
by JWT would take over the Thurs- 
day night 8 to 9 hour for a live 
dramatic show. What makes it un- 
usual—and unprecedented—is that 
JWT agency would have a com- 
plete Thursday night monopoly of 
ABC-TV time extending from 8 to 
10:30, beig already represented by 
the Brillo-sponsored Sammy Kaye 
show (9 to 9:30) and 
Theatre” (9:30 to 10:30). 


To further complicate the JWT 
thinking, the agency is all over 


the Thursday video lot with a mul- | 


tiplicity of agency program con- 
flicts (including the upcoming hour 
“Lux Video Theatre” in the 10 to 
11 NBC-TV period) and including 
such other Thursday items as 
“Ford Theatre” (NBC) and “Four 
Star Playhouse” (CBS). 





Farren’s Switch 


Jack Farren ankled his pro- 
ducer’s post with Barry, Enright 
& Friendly, tvs packagers, to join 
the staff of Bob Smith’s new radio- 
tv cross-the-board show on NBC. 
Farren will produce the shows. 

He takes over his new. post to- 
day (Wed.). ' 


WORK E 


“Kraft TV) 





Crix Get in Licks 

WNBT, the NBC-TV flag- 
ship station in New York, is 
taking a leaf from the film 
industry and is embarking on 
a new station-break promotion 
technique. 

Just ‘as the pix houses use 
blowups to 24-sheet the film 
critics’ praises of the current 
attractions, WNBT will utilize 
station-breaks henceforth to 
plug its local entries via the 


reading of reviews by Ben 
Gross, John Crosby, Harriet 
Van Horne, et al. Only, of 


Welfare, Pension 


Fund Item No. | 
On AFTRA Tapis 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 

The allout drive in this year’s 
{AFTRA contract negotiations for 
'a welfare and pension plan, voted 
;at the convention here last week- 
end, was heralded by George Hel- 
ler, executive secretary, when he 
/opened the convention Thursday 
(29) with these remarks: 

| “Now regardless of the improve- 
;ments we make in our basic floor 
,_—all of the rates and conditions 
‘and rules and regulations apply- 
ing to performance — there re- 
/mains an impressive gap in our 
/major contract. This will com- 











i 


network negotiations, and eventu- 
| ally will also affect all our AFTRA 
‘locals. I mean a welfare and pen- 
'sion plan.” 

He said AFTRA could not wait 
‘for the~Government to fill the 
'need through an improved social 
|security program. The effort to 
/win a welfare and pension plan 
{should be placed ‘in the forum in 
‘which they belong — a collective 
| bargaining agreement between em- 
'plover and employees,” he said. 
Heller reported that the nation- 
jal board had authorized the en- 
i|gagement of Martin E. Segal & 
Co. as consultants to survey and 
'analyze actuarial data for design- 
'ing a plan best suited to AFTRA 
| markets. The Segal firm’s prelimi- 
|mary report was discussed at the 


{convention and delegates voted to | 


support demands for a _ non-con- 
tributory health and security plan. 
Heller declared: ‘Individual ac- 
tion by artists or by the initiative 
|of individual employees seems re- 
|mote, the consultants state, since 
with fluctuating earnings so typi- 
(Continued on page 31) 


FRANK NELSON NAMED 
NEW AFTRA PREXY 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 
Frank Nelson, of L.A., was 
|elected president of AFTRA™ at 
|the convention here last weekend. 
| Other officers named were vice- 
presidents, Vinton J. Hayworth, of 
New York; John Gannon, of Chi- 
cago; Hal Wallis. of Seattle; Jim 


| 





troit, and Roy Michael, of Wash- 
ington. 

Janet Baumhover, of Portland, 
Ore., was named recording secre- 
tary, and treasurer is Elizabeth 
Morgan, of New York. 


o£ 19 
Serutan’s ‘Family’ Buy 
Serutan plans half-sponsorship of 

“One Man’s Family” NBC-TV day- 
‘time strip. 

| Network is now shopping around 
|for an alternate client. Show is 
in the 3-3:15 segment. 








mand an important position in the | 


Lewis, of New York; Tylor McVey, | 
of L.A.; Ernie Winstanley, of De- | 


| 


AFTRA Convention in Det. Paves 
Way For New Network Negotiations; 
207, Hike in Basic Fees to Be Asked 


By FRED TEW 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 


The major contract goal of 
AFTRA is a non-contributing wel- 
fare and pension plan. This «man- 
date was handed down by 125 dele- 
gates (100- additional voting by 
proxy) after 17 hours of continu- 
ous discussion at the concluding 
secret session of the annual con- 
vention. 

Also, it was officially declared 
'that the negotiations on the net- 
| work contracts, which expire in 
November, would include “various 
'and substantial changes in rates 
'and conditions of work.” This was 
|unofficially, but authoritatively, 
reported to mean increases of not 
less than 20% in all basic fees and 
| $30 in minimum staff announcer 
| rates. 


he impression was unmistake- 
, able, however, that in a showdown 
the delegates would prefer their 
negotiators to give a little on other 
| bargaining points in order to ob- 
tain a suitable welfare and pen- 
sion plan. 
i Immediately after the four-day 
;convention in  Sheraton-Cadillac 
; Hotel adjourned Sunday (1), Ex- 
ecutive Secretary George Heller 
and Henry Jaffe, the union’s coun- 
sel, planed to L.A. to meet with 
representatives of the Screen 
Actors Guild on ‘‘matters of mu- 
tual concern” in regard to filmed 
tv. The convention decided that 
the increasing jurisdictional prob- 
lems involving “gray areas” and 
“overlapping” developing between 
members of the two unions needed 
“ironing out.’”” What the specific 
trouble spots were and what solu- 
tions the AFTRA would propose 
could not be learned immediately. 





After thorough discussion of 
various actuarial data on the 
amounts of health and security 


coverage that could be obtained by 
employes contributing to the fund, 
and by one financed solely by em- 
ployers. it was decided that the 
latter was preferred. The data 
used was supplied by the Martin E. 
Segal & Co. which has conducted a 
survey for AFTRA. (For more de- 
tails, see accompanying story). 
Hike In Rehearsal Rates 
In addition to the reported “not 
less than 20%)” increase in all basic 
fees, AFTRA will seek to cut down 
(Continued on page 30) 


‘Toast'’s 2-Part 
Zanuck Story’ 


Hollywood, Aug., 3. 

Ed Sullivan will bring his entire 

production crew to the Coast to 
televise “The Darryl Zanuck Story” 
|in two parts, Sept. 12 and 19 on 
'“Toast of The Town.” Patterned 
| as a salute to the 20th-Fox produc- 
| tion head, the shows will include 
| clips from many of bis pictures 
and appearance of stars who 
worked for him. 

Second telecast will serve as a 
{lead-in to Zanuck’s upcoming 
|**Egvptian” which will comprise 
most of the running time. 


TED MACK TALENT 
SHOW FOR AFT. TV? 


There’s a possibility that a Ted 
Mack talent show may find its way 
into the NBC-TV daytime sched- 
ule on a cross-the-board basis, with 
preliminary discussion taking 
| place and some client nibbles al- 
ready manifest. Move would be 
| in line with the network's bid for 
| strong male personalities as day- 
| time tv attractions. 

Mack’s “Original Amateur Hour” 
|is currently in the Saturday night 
8:30 period on the network, under 
Pet Milk sponsorship, but bows out 
\of the time in September. 
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22 RADIO-TELEVISION | VARIETY 
IV Networks’ ’54-'55 Nighttime Lineup 
SUNDAY 
P.M. ABC CBS NBC 
“5:00 Super Circus...........-. rene ne eee eee TS ee Hall of Fame 
Kellogg ot cadence eae Ase ee Scott Paper........ weeeeeseeee Hallmark Cards 
Mara, TG 0.055 « oo<00 «09 es Aluminium, Ltd. 
Norcross Cards 
5:30 WL eae ead kas b Cane Mee Geis Pt iekan oeeseh eae 5 to 6: Hall of Fame every fourth 
wag: week; other 3 weeks, 5:30 to 6 
to be annnounced 
6:00 (No Web Service)......... thos Bes hae yan be. >. seme Meet the Press 
Pan American 
7 Revere Copper 
6:30 (No Web Service)......... You Are There..................Roy Rogers (film) 
PIO Os Doce ieee vee ae ees Gen. Foods 
Electric Cos. : 
7:00 You Asked For It........ EiORSE AINE Ss ack oi ss via eats Keon People Are Funny 
Skippy Butter. ......... Campbell Soup............---- Toni 
“97:30 Pepsi Playhouse (film)..... Se ER na 55 5 onscaa odes s4Ver Mr. Peepers 
(ool lk Se errr MiG MOURA ie Sia cake bees CA Reynolds Metals 
Private Secretary ‘film).......... 7:30 to 9: Max Liebma® Specs every 
EMORY PALIBe Ss Gas nee rie ois cde . fourth week 
Reynolds Metals 
Hazel Bishop 
Sunbeam 
8:00 T-Men (For Sale)......... Fanet GE TOW. ads chaeesciesesss Comedy Hour 
____Lincoln-Mercury .........----- Colgate 
8:30 Postal Inspector (For Sale) > eat pape Een S 
“9:00 Walter Winchell.......... Gen. Elec. Thea. (film, live)...... TV Playhouse 
og: Ae eee eSB a coh ne ess aes kanes nee aes ae Philco 
American Safety i ok eee oe. ale ea waa Goodyear 
S25 PERTUS . Writ... sks eee sn Tes ete aie ae GN lia a gee = 
Packard heen tle cast 
Ue cas Uc nk ct Me so Honestly Celeste. ive. csccciccee 3 
Bristol Myers ‘ 
10:00 Break the Bank........... Father Knows Best (film)........ Loretta Young (film) 
Dodge ................’. RE FS eee ee eee P&G 
10:30 (No Web Service)......... Pf kL a ee ee Man Against Crime (film) 
PMN 8c Es eww «he. ee . R. J. Reynolds 
Remington Shavers............ 
MONDAY 
P.M. ABC CBS NBC 
oe a eae (No Web Service)............... (No Web Service) 
Ce MPR ee er oo sy arg EO; SO ec sc aaa casacdess Tony Martin 
Duffy Mott (alt.)........ Amer. Proms Pree... soca sess Toni 
7:45 ae PO Rae rar erry Tee. oS da os 8k oo es eae News Caravan 
UIE ort nd ane tts Camel 
8:00 Jimmy Nelson ‘For Sale)..Burns & Allen (film)............. Sid Caesar Show 
CE OR er. ene oa ea wae Amer. Chicle 
IN ole og ck cai a cp a kin dias RCA 
Speidel 
8:30 Voice of Firestone........ SOME OOS | aici wanwacs «4K o 8 oes ig 
__ Firestone _ TR Aero Lipton 
9:00 Jr. Press Conference...... I Eieve Eee TA) 6. as ce caeeawd Medic (film) 
er Gabe) Se kbisss cy adss PG OI eas as ie we twee ces Dow Chem. 
8 to 9:30: Leland Hayward Specs 
every fourth week 
Ford 
RCA 
9.30 Eastern Parkway Bouts....December Bride (film)........... Robt. Montgomery presents 
Ce ate < Sew seek Co eA rrmee i 
S. C. Johnson 
10:00 eee alee pee ole eR Ee aE 2 as 
Westinghouse 
10:30 » REPRE ILRI SS. nd 
TUESDAY 
P.M. ABC CBS NBC 
Tele a ee! o.oo cosets ob eu be EO ea ee ee (No Web Service) 
___Realemon 
7:30 Cavalcade of Amer...... aS OS Sa ig Ee Dinah Shore 
all gaa i ai, SEE pets RGR ee ge Chevrolet 
Du Pont Z 
7:45 Be ee ind tara ove xa ieee ee CE oe Fics Ore cat ee Sw ies News Caravan 
_ Gold NS AR Se Ae aU a Oe OR he Db Camel 
8:00 (No Web Serviee)........ HOG BRO co oie. ceccwiecccees Milton Berle 
| ROEM ets cn ak halk Se cane Coan Buick (20 shows) 
Martha Raye 
Hazel Bishop (10 shows) 
Bob Hope 
Gen. Foods ‘6 to 9 shows) 
230 2D Gueetions.......<2..- - Pelt ie Ses! o 


“@:00 Make Room for Daddy... 


. Florida Citrus 





.Fireside Theatre’ (film) 





















































OS ee erie... Sivan Ty a CANN, lege aS say Ged cece P&G 
Amer. Tob. 
ses 3 Dodge 
9:30 U.S. Steel Hour.......... 1 ge re. eee Circle Theatre 
U. S. Steel SAAS pre i: Scion 5 aE CII es Ste ete une Armstrong Cork 
Alt. with Nash-Kelvinator 
Elgin Hour 
Elgin + 
10:00 iia Sa Arte ay dae tpg Base Wee WOOP a we 6d esed a caan Truth or Consequences 
ee SE ee eee ee P. Lorillard 
; __ 5. C. Johnson 
0:30 Stop the Music .......... "3 2 “ype ES It’s a Great Life (film) 
Exquisite Form......... PT ie kya iat iy Pe apap Sem Chrysler - 
Quality Jewelers 
WEDNESDAY 
P.M. ABC ___—Cas NBC 
_7:15_ John Daly ......... Pt hk YS =e ‘No Web Service) 
7:30 Disneyland (film)......... Se, IE 55 inc dno cichioces Eddie Fisher Coke Time 
i  . . veee pS ST Ee Ne ie oe ee Coco-Cola 
Derby Foods 
Amer. Dairy 
7:45 Fa en ei RS RR Se eee News Caravan 
Chesterfield ... bweeweb oon Camel 
8:00 Sere rgeererer ype Codfrey’s Friends.............. _I Married Joan (film) 
3. | eee ey eres Gen. Elec. 
Pillsbury s 
aft __ ‘second segment on alt. weeks) 
O30 Gtu Mrwin................ - My Little Margie (film) oa 
Cheptertietd . oc cccccseds Scott ~ Sng — 


‘Continued on page 34) 

















SAMMY KAYE 


Blasting Out of Sand Trap at 
Everglades C. C. 

Teeing off for BRILLO, August 5th 
Over ABC-TV 

Breaking Par on ABC-Radio With 
“SUNDAY SERENADE” and 

“SERENADE ROOM” 

Columbia Records Exclusively 


Boxoffice TV Now 
Has a Rate Card 


Boxoffice Television, Inc. is mak- 
ing up a rate card, the first to be 
utilized by a closed-circuit video 
outfit. Though the organization 
“has estimated and will continue 
to estimate” costs to clients, the 
rate card will offer three basic 
closed-circuit plans and serve as 
“something tangible for buyers to 
get their teeth into.” 

The card is being worked out 
by Wally Ross, newly-appointed 
national sales manager of BOTV’s 
closed-circuit conference division, 
and should be completed shortly. 
Previously, he headed Ross Re- 
ports, sold in '52 to Television 
Index, Inc. 

Ross figures the card will clarify 
purchases of closed-circuit facui- 
ties for biz conferences. To date, 
there have been relatively few 
such buys, and hence business men 
have little on which to base cost 
estimates. Ross has taken the 
“most frequentiy-used lineups” 
(25-city closed-circuit network) and 
laid out three kinds of tieups: 
(1) studio-hotels, (2) hotels-thea- 
tres and (3) theatres alone. For 
these he will give detailed costs. 
Rates will be based on previous 
closed-circuit deals made by BOTV. 


Chrysler Pacts Names 
For Musicals, Mellers In 
CBS-TV Coast Series 


Chrysler Corp. is taking the 
elastic off the bankroll for its 
CBS-TV series starting Sept. 30 
from the Coast as a color preem 
in the 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. slot. Kick- 
off will be an original musical 
starring Betty Grable, Harry James 
and Mario Lanza, with the tuners 
to be unfurled monthly under 
overall tag of “Shower of Stars.” 
Three-a-month entries will be in 
the melodrama class labelled ‘“Cli- 
max.” First of the high tension 
hooplas will be an adaptation by 
E. Jack Neuman of Raymond 
Chandler's “The Long Goodbye,” 
fronting Dick Powell, Teresa 
Wright and William Demarest, Oct. 
7. This will be followed on the 
14th by “The 13th Chair,” by Bay- 
ard Veiller, starring Ethel Barry- 
more and Dennis O'Keefe, with 
William Brown Newman doing the 
adaptation. 

Nat Perrin will produce the as 
yet untitled Grable-James-Lanza 
musical with Gordon Jenkins 
handling the baton and direction 
and Hal Kantor scripting. Reining 
the “Climax” cluster of mellers 
will be Bretaigne Windust with 
Elliott Lewis as associate producer 
and story editor. Staging will be 
owes by William Brown and Dan 

etrie. 


Hallmark Back in Radio 


Hallmark has come back into the 
CBS Radio fold. Greeting card 
outfit cancelled “Hall of Fame” as 
of last May but has been induced 
into a change of heart, along with 
a change in the slotting of “Fame.” 

Show will return in September 
at 6:30 p.m. Sunday switching 

















from 9 o'clock: . 


2-Year-OlMd TWA, 
Authors League 
Hassle Near End 


The two-year old dispute be. 
tween Television.. Writers of 
America and the motion picture, 


radio and video arins of the Au- 
thors League is coming to a close. 
As the issue of which group shall 
control television scribblers came 
down to the wire, TWA reps_on 
both coasts met to agree on con- 
solidation with the League. 


In the meantime, the two-week 
old strike by TWA against NBC, 
CBS and ABC virtually was ended. 
The union called off pickets in 
Los Angeles. By doing so, TWA 
hopes to “facilitate one union more 
quickly.” Hewever, a N. Y. spokes- 
man for TWA said, “networks 
have not been approached and 
there are no plans to resume ne- 
gotiations until networks indicate 
through responsible sources that 
they are prepared to agree to a 
union shop and a fair scale of pay. 


“If unity should be achieved 
among’ all broadcast’ writers 
through the merger now being ex- 
plored under the eyes of the AFL 
theatrical union, the networks will 
eventually find themselves facing 
a tremendously powerful union 
with great economic strength.” 


On Monday night (2) members 
of Radio Writers Guild, Screen 
Writers Guild and the Television 
Writers Group met in New York 
with TWA. The former group, 
headed at the conclave by Evelyn 
Burkey, intended consolidating 
those writing unions under one 
roof for some time. As a matter of 
fact, Miss Burkey indicated that 
the regrouping, including TWA, 
will be concluded by the end of 
August. She said that details 
have all been cleared up. The new 
scribbler union will be called 
Writers Guild of America and will 
have two sub-units—Writers Guild 
East Inc. and Writers Guild West, 


Ine. 
Huddle In N. Y. 


The decision to band with the 
League groups was made by TWA 
in New York after two meetings 
during the past week with the 
former. Powwows were called by 
the AFL at which that union had 
a fact finding committee to help 
bring off a consolidation. 


Actually, TWA, with its strike 
against the webs, was sitting on 
the fence. Yesterday (Tues.), its 
year of control of video scripters, 
as provided for by the NLRB, had 
come to an end. RWG and the 
other groups were threatening to 
call for another vote to regain 





control as negotiating group for 
| the writers. It was said that TWA 
| strength had been sufficiently deci- 
|mated so that it couldn’t win an- 
|other NLRB vote. Grouping of all 
four writing groups should bring 
'union strength to over 2,000, ac- 


‘ 


,cording to one estimate. _ 

TWA evidently felt that as long 
as there was a factional struggle 
for control of writers, it couldn’t 
get other union support for its 
strike against the three tele net- 
works. The “one writers union” 
will draw AFL support, it was felt. 
The AFL controls all union groups 
except NABET and its news writ- 
ers shops in the Chi and Hollywood 
offices of NBC @nd ABC. 

Dispute by TWA with ABC, 
NBC and CBS hinged on scale for 
freelance tele  scribblers. After 
several weeks of negotiating there 
was a gap of several hundred dol- 
lars between the demands. 

Meetings between the - formerly 
warring unions was held by the 
AFL facts finding committee at 
the Assn. of Television Press 
Agents & Managers. 


Chas. Speer’s TV Spot As 
McGarrett’s Daytime Aide 


Althouh earrying title of script 
editor, Charles Speer is actually 
moving in as assistant to George 
McGarrett, who recently became 
head of NBC’s daytime television. 

Speer in recent months has been 
working with Herbert Bayard 
Swope Jr. on the projected “Wide 
Wide World” series (26 of which 
have already been blueprinted and 
only, awaiting a sponsor’s nod). 
Prior te that Speer was on the 
“Today” scripting staff. 
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ONE THIRD 





- Like US. Highways—Only Different 


CBS-TV received a cable last week from Wade Bingham de- 
scribing his marrow escape from possible death while covering 
the evacuation of Hanoi for CBS Newsfilm, Bingham reported 


as follows: 


“Traffic along the strategic Hanoi-Haiphong road reminded you 
Sunday afternoon of mogt any highway in America, except that 
cars were trucks and passengers were soldiers. This paved high- 
way has many spots where gravel has been used to repair holes 
where mines exploded, destroying trucks and killing men for the 


past eight years. 


“A mine exploded in one soft gravel spot, killing the driver of 


a small army truck and wrecking another truck. 


I was making 


pictures of the clearing of the road when the stalled convoy began 
to move around a deep hole in the road left by an exploding 
mine. I was making the pictures of the moving convoy when my 
film ran out, due to an earlier stuck trigger which wasted 20 feet 


of film. 


“TI hurried to the car 40 feet away when a second truck exploded 
on a mine 15 feet. from where I had been standing 20 seconds 
before, and probably would have been standing when the second 
mine exploded, if my earlier camera trouble had not wasted the 
20 feet of film, causing me to run out of film that very second—20 
seconds before the explosion and 20 hours before the cease fire.” 











— 





WNYC Sees Red at Sunset Signoff S 


Demand by WCCO; Appeals to FCC: 


Washington, Aug. 3. 
New York’s municipal radio sta- 
tion, WNYC, yesterday (Mon.) ac- 
cused WCCO of Minneapolis of 
.arbitrary and high-handed action” 


in urging the FCC to force the|. 


city-operated outlet to sign off at 
sunset, 

Opposing a petition by WCCO, 
Dominant station on WNYC’s 830 
ke frequency, to cancel latter’s ap- 
plication for renewal of authority 
to stay on the air until 10 p.m., the 
municipal vutlet told the Commis- 
sion that “the summary guillotin- 
ing of this service which has been 


proposed by WCCO would amount} 


to an evasion of the Commission’s 
ebligation to determine wherein 
the public interest lies.” 

The “uniqueness and high qual- 
ity” of its service, said WNYC, re- 
quire that it be given special con- 
sideration and not be subjected to 
the same rules appiying to com- 


mercial stations operating on lim-|- 


ited time on ciear channe: frequen- 
cies. its application, it aaded, 
should be made the subject of a 
hearing as promised by the FCC 
last April waen it informed WNYC 
that it can no longer wait for de- 
termination of ciear channel pro- 
ceedings to decide its status. 

While one ot the functions of 
WLU is “the pexgectly proper one 
of making money tor its owners,” 
WNYC told the Commission its 
pucpose is to acquaint citizens of 
New York with operations of cicy 
government, to eaucate them on 
UN activities and to provide infor- 
mation in event of emergency. 

City outlet demieed WCUU's con- 
tenuon that WNYC can maintain 
iis program™service ON a daylume 
scneume, Very purpose of special 
authorization to operate unul 10 
P.m., 1. said, is to provide service 
wnen more people can listen— 
When they are at home. 

WNYC has been opevating until 
10 p.m. since 1943 waen it received 
special authorization as a wartime 
mueasure. Such authorization has 
been continued regulariy despite 
opposition by WCCU. In 1949, the 
Commission stated it was waiving 
requirement tor sumset signotf be- 
Cause Of station’s “exceilent pro- 
scamming.” 


All Buttoned Up 


Althougn Red Buttons and his 
allorney, Jonas Silverstone, have 
had reservations about committing 
themseives to a sponsorship deal 
With Pontiac for tne Friday night 
al 8 slot on NBC-TV until asssured 
that the comic could deliver a 
Sivong show backed by the right 
production” crew (writers, pro- 
Gucer, ete), it looked this week as 
though, short of final signaturing, 
the Geal was all buttoned up. 

_ Buttons and Silverstone spent 
several days on the Coast huddling 
ie Writers, with result that the 
em Production complement is im- 
minent. It’s just a case now of 

i talking prices with Pontiac. 
on uttons will be slotted opposite 
_ TV S “Mama,” sponsored by 
‘eneral Foods, his erstwhile CBS 
bankroller, ’ 








y% 
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Color TV Schedule 


NBC 
The Marriage—Aug. 5, 10 p.m. 
WNBT, N. Y. 


Here’s Looking at You—Aug.2 

through Aug. 6, 1:30 p.m. 
WCBS-TYV, N. Y. 

Time for Color (film)—Aug. 6, 

5 p.m. 


McCollough As 
BMI Keynoter 
At NY. Clinic 


A warning against “over-speciali- 
zation” in video highlighted the 
two-day Broadcast Music, Inc., tele- 


vision clinic held in New York, 
yesterday (Tues.) and Monday. It 
was made by Ciair McCollough, 
topper at WGAL, Scranton, Pa., 
and a member of the NARTB board 
of directors. 

The BMiI tele clinic moves into 
Chicago tomorrow (Thurs.) for two 
days, and then on Monday (9) and 
Tuesday of next week sessions fin- 
ish off in Los Angeles. As it was in 
New York, there will be about a 
dozen clinic speakers in Chicago. 
Among the Chi speakers will be G. 
Pearson Ward, KTTS-TV, Spring- 
field, Mass.; John Murphy, WLW- 
TV, Cincinnati; Ken Kennedy, 
WDAY-TV, Fargo, N. D.; Robert 


(Continued on page 34) 


‘ ° ’ ? 
NBC-TV ‘Tonight’ Won't 
. 
Affect Steve Allen’s CBS 
é ’ a 2 ° 
What’s My Line’ Stint 
Now that he’s getting a major 
network buildup with his upcoming 
“Tonight” cross-the-board show, 
NBC-TV wouldn’t be averse to 
Steve Allen shaking off his CBS 
identity completely and vacating 
his panel slot on the rival web's 
Sunday night “What's My Line.” 
As result, some apprehension has 
existed within the CBS-Goodson & 
Todman fold as to Allen’s inten- 


tions, but the latter has already 
made it clear that he has no desire 
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TODAY," ‘TONITE, 
‘HOME’ 224 HRS. 


With NBC’s “Tonight” headed by 
Steve Allen coming up on Sept. 
27, the television web will be con- 
suming 22% hours on its trio of 
hot shot participating shows em- 
bracing ‘“‘Home” and “Today” in 
addition to “Tonight.” The spread 
on the threesome represents better 
than a third of the total network 
time on the week, which is 66 
hours. (In the fall, however, the 
web will add two and a half hours 
for Saturday football.) 


“Today” addups to 10 hours per 
week in its 7 to 9 a.m. cross-the- 
board span. (This is exclusive of 
the extra hour daily for repeat to 
the west.) “Home” is five hours 
on the week, while “Tonight” will 
be a 90-minute job starting at 
11:30 p.m., with previous 15-min- 
utes devoted to Allen’s local 
(WNBT, N. Y.) show for Knicker- 
bocker Beer. 

Aside from the fact that the 
“Pat Weaver Three” dominates 
network time (though not the 
prime hours, since two of the 
shows are daytime and “Tonight” 
potential is in the $20.000.000 
class, against NBC-TV’s billings 
iast year of about $98,000,000. Of 
more than passing interest in the 
“money talks’ game that they 
play over at NBC is the fact that 
last year “Today” lured 83 spon- | 
sors, with “Home” shaping up a/§ 
cache of 27 underwriters for its, 





first nine months ending Nov. 30.7 


Flushed with its “Today” and | 
“Home” clicks and anticipating a | 
winner in the Steve Allen nightowl 
kick, a ‘Participating Programs | 
Dept.” has been set up by executive | 
vice president Robert Sarnoff. | 

Heading the unit, complete with | 


TV Audience For Soap Operas Now 
Tops Radio: Cheaper To Do Live 





Private Eye 

Annette Jackson, a New 
York City secretary, receives 
only channel 2 (WABC-TV) no 
matter what her tuner is 
turned to. 

Her set is described as an 
“elderly” §Stromberg-Carlson 
with a 12-inch screen. 

She says she had two repair- 
men come in for a look. 

When she called to explain 
the trouble, they wouldn’t be- 
lieve her. 


; They came over, couldn’t fix 
it, couldn't figure out why or 
how it happened. 


$3,000,000 Sale 
Of Lone Ranger’ 
To Jack Wrather 


Detroit, Aug. 3. | 


| 
Jack Wrather headed a group!) 


that purchased Lone Ranger, Inc. | 
from its prexy George W. Trendle | 
for what is believed the highest | 
price ever paid for a single radio-| 
tv property, $3,000,000. Deal was 











Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Hollywood's influence in televi- 
sion is swelling to such proportions 
that sponsors can no longer ignore 
it. Even in the east they will ad- 
mit grudgingly that Hollywood can 
do it better cn film because of the 
depth in the ranks of know-how. 

So declared William Craig, direc- 
tor of tv for Procter & Gamble, 
which will spend roughly $15,000, 
000 in tv next season (as against 
$12,000,000 for radio’. A midwest- 
erner—he headquarters in Cincin- 
ati—his loyalties are divided be- 
tween the two terminals but with 
him there's no split of judgment 
where he thinks P & G can get the 
best quality for its vast outlay of 
video coin. 

“If we can get the cost of filming 
soap operas down to what it’s cost- 
ing live we’d anchor many of our 
daytime serials in Hollywood,” he 
said. ‘“‘Where they are now costing 
around $9,500 a week live, the best 
figure we can get on filming five 
15’s a week is $13,000. We are now 
in 90° of the tv markets and I'm 
trying to cenvince P & G that the 
added cost would be justified for 
the reason that with film we could 
have complete saturation by reach- 
ing the missing 10°. 

“Another important factor we're 
not overlooking~is that by filming 
in Hollywood we could take ad- 
vantage of the vast reservoir of 
talent—names that still command 
an audience. First of the film 
somebodies to be used in a serial 


K | 


closed yesterday (Mon.). | is Louise Albritton, now starring 

The buy includes all Lone|@ “Concerning Miss Marlowe” on 
Ranger radio and television shows , CBS. Our researchers are watching 
as well as all merchandising, car-| this one closely and if the device 


toon and Lone Ranger records of using film names results in im- 
: ~ | proved ratings it’s going to be hard 

(Decca). Others in the new owner-| P 5 2 ipries: 
owner |to keep away the others who want 


expanded office space at network ship group are Mrs. Mazie Wrather. 


headquarters, is 


in “Today” and “Home’’). 
two chiefs with their own divisions 
are Mort Werner, named executive 
producer (he’s producer of “To- 
day”) and Joe Culligan, director 
of sales (he found the peddling 
gimmick that got both “Today” znd 
“Home” away to auspicious starts 
and continuing coin lures). Still 
to be named is an overall business 
manager. 

. “All of them will report to Thom- 
as A. McAvity, veepee over tv pro- 


Richard A. R. | 
Pinkham as director (he brought | 
His | 





gramming. On the news end, the | 
funnel will be through the office | 
of public affairs chief Dave Tay- | 


| 


lor and news and special events | 
manager William McAndrew. 


Marge Kerr as DuMont 
Saleslady (a TV First) 
Sparks New Exec Shifts 


Marge Kerr’s assignment as prob- 
ably the first saleslady in network ! 
video annals heads up a list of| 
executive shifts this week at Du- 
Mont. In all, there has been one 
new entry and three promotions 
at the web. 

Miss Kerr, who joined DuMont 
this spring as manager of program | 








mother of Jack, and John L. Loeb! 
Associates of New York. 
Wrathers are Los Angeles 
Dallas oil operators and tv station 
owners. 


Lone Ranger properties. It 


The | 


and | 


| 
The $3,000,000 covers only the | 


to get into it. We'd be willing and 
we know they are, too, despite the 
reduced recompense by comparison 
with their fees on night time 
shows.” 

P & G experimented with one 
filmed serial, that is, to say, they 


be- | were vitally interested in an audi- 


longed to Trendle-Campbell-Meur- | tion turned out by a Hollywood 


er Enterprises here. Deal does not 
affect ownership of the production | 
firm’s other divisions, Green Hor- | 
net, Inc., Sgt. Preston of the) 
Yukon, Ine.. American Agent, Inc. | 
T-C-M_ will continue producing. 
radio shows for the new owners | 
from Detroit. At present there are | 
some 1,500 old radio transcriptions | 
that go to Wrather. There are 130 | 
half-hour telepix in the “Lone | 
Ranger” series presently, with an/ 
additional 52 now in production in| 
Hollywood. 


Recently WratRer and Helen 
Alvarez sold KOTV, Tulsa, for 
$4,000,000 to J. H. Whitney Co., 
N.Y. KFMB and KFMB-TV,. San 
Diego, are current Wrather-Alvarez 
properties. 





Won 16 Giveaway Coin, 
But All She Got Was 
2 Passes to the Movies 


Toledo, Aug. 3. 
When Irma Schlegel, Holland, | 
O., got the right answer on “This 


development, got the nod for the |]. [t,” a 1953 radio-giveaway pro- 
sales post from web sales topper) gram carried by Station WTOD, 
Gerry Martin. Most recently a/| Toledo, she was notified that she 
supervising producer, Henry Op- had won $1,000 in merchandise, 
perman has been chosen her re-| including such items as seat cov- 
placement in program develop: | ers, drapes, radios, record players, 
ment, est 'door awnings, free dinners, flow- 

Louis Arnold steps in as the web/ers, and theatre tickets. ‘So far, . 


biz manager, the position vacated | according to a suit filed against | 





to divorce himself from the panel| when Dick Geismar last 


that the late night strip marathons | aging director Ted Bergman. 
are becoming too arduous. 





week the 
show—at least until he’s convinced | moved up as exec assistant to man-| WTOD, all she has received were 
| two passes to Loew’s Valentine | 
The other appointment, this time | theatre. 


Unity Corp., operators of 


She filed suit against the | 


Allen’s production staff on NBC- | of a new man on the DuMont staff, | station for a judgment of $1,000. 


TV’s upcoming “Tonight” 


will| was of Robert J. Smith, who last | plus 6° interest. 


consist of the faces that have been| held down a sales post at WOR, | 


associated with him for the last|the General Teleradio station in| WTOD, disclaimed any responsi- 


couple of years. These include Dick | New York. 
Pinkham as exec producer, Bill | 


Before jointng DuMont in March, | merchandise. 


Mrs. Sunne Miller, manager of 


bility for the jackpot offering of | 
Mrs. Miller said the 


Harbach as producer and Dwight} Miss Kerr was a talent exec for |sponsor of the program, Indepen- 


Hemion as director. 


night” bandwagon is 


N. W. Ayer, ad agency, and head | ent 
First sponsor to board the “To-| of video program packaging at the | Moines, is no longer in business, 
Polaroid | William Morris talent office. Ar-| and owes the station about $3,900 


Radio and Television, Des 


Corp., with the camera company in| nold was until now Geismar's as- for the time used and not paid for. 
on the Sept. 27 launching and tak-| sistant in the network business |The station discontinued the pro- 
ing seven other participations, 


vl management department. 


gram in July of last year. ‘ 


producer, but it failed to pass 
muster. Charles Irving, hewever, 
(Continued on page 31) 


Sunday Still Tasty 
CBS Radio Dish 


CBS Radio will move into the 
new season with virtual SRO status 
for Sunday night. On the available 
list is “Amos ‘n’ Andy.” cancelled 
by Rexall, but the web is confident 
of wrapping up a sale for the 7:30 
to 8 slot. The sellout aura took 
form last week when Toni, already 
one of the major users of tv time, 
bought the 8 o'clock spot starting 
in September. Show has not been 
specified, but the choice appears 
to fall between “Our Miss Brooks,” 





| which has been dropped by Col- 


gate, and “Junior Miss,” longtime 
sustainer in the C®S lineup. The 
8 p.m. spot was opened up by the 
Sunday exit of Bing Crosby (‘with 
the Groaner’s video plans also jet- 
tisoned, apparently). 

Toni also cosponsors “My Friend 
Irma” with Carter Products Mon- 
day night at 8. It will retain the 
slot. with Carter but will drop 
“Irma” for a new series not yet 
made known, with “Irma” going off 
in mid-September. 





Arlene Francis, Cullen To 


e 
Team on Mutual Strip 
Arlene Francis and Bill Cullen 
are set to do a five-minute radio 
strip via Mutual starting in early 


| October. The show has been pure 


chased by Block Drug Co. 

It’s a unique network radio deal 
in that the show is to go on at 
8:55 in the ayem. It's understood 


i that the web is lining up affiliates 


now. 
Called “It Happens Every Day,” 

stanza will consist of humorous 

commentary on the news. 
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ince it started 18 months ago wBBM-TV 
has grown so fast it may seem as though 


we're playing tricks with figures. 


But really the only magic is showmanship— 
WBBM-TV'S Showmanship—the kind that’s 


mirrored in: 


HIGH RATINGS...a weeklong average rating 
19° higher today than its nearest competitor’s 


«»- 12% higher than in February ’53. 


QUARTER HOUR WINS... 166 top-rated quarter- 
hours...54 more than the next: station today 


«+. 73 more than February °53. 


TOP PROGRAMS...7 out of the top 10 shows 
nighttime, 5 out of 10 daytime. (Eighteen 
months ago it was 5 nighttime and none in 


the daytime. ) 


Do you, too, want to look Bic in Chicago? 
Then, no fooling, the place for you is... 


Chicago’s Showmanship Television Station 


WBBM-TY 


CBS Television’s Key Station in Chicago 


Sources on request, 
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GREATEST MOMENTS IN 

SPORTS - 
With Walter Kiernan 
Producer: Jerry Franken 
Director: Martin Hoade 
Writer: Barney Nagler 
15 Mins., Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
MUTUAL OF OMAHA 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Bozell & Jacobs) 

Although designed to fill 15- 
minutes of video time on NBC-TV 
each Friday night, “Greatest Mo- 
ments In Sports” will have to wait 
out the duration of each and every 
upcoming Gillette fight to find out 
just how much time it actually has 
to fill. Not knowing how much 
time there is per stanza has cre- 
ated some very evident problems 
in format. So rather than build a 
sports show with a strong conti- 
Mutual of Omaha has 


nuitv line, _has the many benefits that are for the | 
settled for a stanza wactihalenee u asking (or reading). 

severe’ brief. generally disassael-|  , a a ‘oust on the 
tad filme about sonrts hichlichts,|_ There was no reading 

_ : opener Sunday (1), the program 


allow'n® room to ent or besin any- 
where without serious gans. 
Welter Kiernan does the narra- 
tion for the verious pix. The com- 
mentator did slick, fest tieuns be- 
tween films. althousch he seemed 
slieht'y edev on the preem (30). 
Celluloid wes of Rover Bannister 
doing the mile uncer four minutes. 


Then the show had a sequence 
with Jahn Lendv doing the same 
a few Covs later. Another niece 


was the horse Citotion winning a 
reece that made him a $1,000,000 
winner. 


Diecine hock came verrs, stanza | 
eobhering a) 
homer. then the Varkee hero be- | 
ine feted an “Pake Ruth Dav” in| 


showed Pake Ruth 


1947. Frlowine. Mre. Reahe Ruth 
made - lye ennesranee to be inter- 
viewed briefly hv Kiernan.» Here 
Kierrsn wos virtimized. He was 
handed a batch of thé stock nostal- 
gic oro 
to ack Mrs. Ruth. 
utes proved cerided'yv 
even tharvch the cuest 
quent end charming. 
The midwav commercial for the 
insvronee comnanv 
bv Fiernen, Tt was an interview 
with a “caticfied veer” and brought 
out the worst in the emcee. Nature 
of the r‘tch made him anpeer real 
“oilv.” Tn pall. white the idea of 
the chow is vcood for novel filler 
after the Fridav nicht fichts. more 
careful s*tention should be p*'4 to 
some of the scripting. Art. 


That few min- 
vneventfil 
was elo- 


DRAYA NESK 
With Williem Hoeen . 
Producer: .are Hennessey 
Director: Rob Gleschurn 
30 Mins.. Tues., 8-8:30 p.m. 
Particinatine 
KFON-TY, San Francisco 
_This is a rew idea in local tele- 
vision, putting en a newspaper 
drama editor ‘William Hogan is 
the San _ Francisco Chronicle's 
drama and film ed.) and letting 
him interview people from show 
business. press agents, directors. 
actors. etc.. in hetween the show- 
ine of clins from new movies. 
KRON has gone all out produc- 
tion-wise on this show. Bill Wag- 
ner’s prt department has designed 


two attractive sets: one. the drama other comeback at Foreman 
editor's office ‘and drama eds Brown’s Turnabout Theatre _ in| 
should have such offices) and two, | Hollywood. 


a projection room where Hogan 


takes the guests to look at the! succored her in her ill::ess. when | 
film clips. she was trying to keep her physical 

Opening stanza had as guests,and financial misfortunes away 
Ted Galenter of Metro, who!from show biz eves. and the 
brought along Ruta Lee from) grand manner in which the Libe-| 
“Seve n Brides for Seven Broth-| race family were constantly beside 
ers.” After a fast interview of both | her, stalwart friends, and all the 


guests, Hogan switched to the pro- 
jection room set and ran off some 
clips. He does a good interview, 
sharpened by vears of experience 
and considerable show biz savvy, 
yet couches it all in terms the 
viewers can dig. Same technique 
was used for Warners’ flack, Max 
Burcott, a cigar smoking movie 
version of a Hollywood p.a. who 
came over great on the screen. and 
David Butler, a native San Fran- 
ciscan and director of “King 
Richard and the Crusaders.” Good 
bit was explanation of why 
Sir Walter Scott storv, “The Talis- 
man.” was given the new title. 
Butler and Burcott showed clips 
of the film of the premiere of 
“Richard.” The film clip, 
fave a convincing idea of the 
total confusion of a _ premiere, 
ended abrupt!y with the narrator 
asking 
O’Shea?” 

Giving the tv audience such be- 
hind-the-screen glimpses, a peep 
at press agents, producers, and di- 
rectors is a solid idea. Anyone 
interested in movies is going to be 
interested in this show and 
Hogan's own personal enthusiasm 
comes through like “Gangbusters” 
and makes the half-hour bright, 


intelligent and interesting. Rafe. i 


faye chant the peoseballer | 


wes delivered | 


the | 


which | 


“What happened to Mike’ 


{NOW AND THEN 
With Dr. Frank C. Baxter 
Producer: William Whitley 
Director: Bill Alcine 
'30 Mins., Sun., 6 p.m. 
CBS, from Hoilywood 

Dr. Frank C. Baxter, the per- 
suasive professor from U. of South- 
iern Cal. whose “Shakespeare on 
‘TV’ programs, originally aired 
‘over KNXT, Hollywood, received 
‘such kudos, now has his first net- 
' work tv. series, and an equally 
meritorious set of 
promise ‘ 
book-reading salesman extraordi- 
naire, has the notion that there’s 
a lot of fun and profit in books, 
which the average man overlooks. 
He means to do something about 
this, by reading from choice works, 
by talking about books, by tying 
up the past and present through 
literature, to help mankind achieve 





turning out to be a half-hour pro- 
fessorial lecture on the values of 
,reading. Dr. Baxter took too long 
an intro to discuss his previous 
Shakespearean series and its re- 
sponse, as well as his debut in tv, 
but that’s excusable. Lucid, literate 
and witty, with a nice light sense 
of humor, the professor can hold 
one’s attention talking about him- 
self as well as his subject. He’s 
‘logical, coherent and sometimes 
eloguent, and only occasionally is 
there the suggestion of a slight 
condescension of manner. But 
what he said made a lot of sense. 

“We're in for trouble,” he said; 
“our world is not well. Man needs 
aid to face the future.” We can 
get this aid, we can learn facts, 
ideas, vicarious living, human wis- 
dom, esthetic beauty, all through 
books. “You can't be a good citizen 


unless you read,” said Dr. Baxter. | 


The facts of history, the lessons 
of history, are in books and only 
in books. “You get facts richly 


from books,” he assured us. The | handled. And why not? Most of | 


past is a rich experience for human 
beings. Furthermore, said the prof, 


‘reading is fun, “‘and don’t scorn | 


'fun.” 


So next week he was supposed 
to start what he called his “declara- 
tion of faith’’ by reading from old 
‘sonnets and ballads. Prof, however, 
_went to an L. A. hosp Monday (2) 
for minor surgery, so next Sun- 
day’s show will be film, on Scot- 
tish and English ballads. The pro- 


sessions they | 
to be. The professor, a! 


SOLDIER PARADE 
With Arlene Francis, others 
Producer: Dave Nyren 
Director: Robert Massell 
60 Mins., Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from New York : 

Until now most every video 
stanza seen that’s been built 
around military personnel had a 
lets-make-the-most-of-it flavor. GI 
‘entertainers have been treated so 
long as amateurs that almost every- 
thing they do, and regardless of 
how professionally, is prejudged 
as amateurish. As a matter of fact 
the word “talent,” since it’s been 
used so often connection with 
amateur showcasings, has come 
generally to mean amateur. Such 
be‘ng the case, “Soldier Parade” 
should not be called a “talent” 
show. It is instead a full-fledged 
variety show and, in session seen 
(28), a generally entertaining hour. 

Few concessions are made to 
uniform, except where it directly 
| concerns recruitment pitches. And 
sometimes, where femcee Arlene 
Francis is asked to discuss at un- 
necessarily great length what each 
of the show’s performers does on 
duty. In bringing “Soldier Pa- 
rade,” Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample 
which packages the show, having 
had a year or more to benefit by 
the experience of “Talent Patrol” 
via the same network, has even 
gone so far as to divest the soldier 
of his uniform when it was felt 
it'd do nothing for the production 
number. 

Furthermore, the show was 
not executed as a “competition,” 
| another thought that the word 
| “talent” gives birth to. All of seven 
| or eight acts, each introduced and 
|interviewed by Miss Francis, was 
| distinctly staged. First there were 
| twin accordionists, then Corporal 
| Ezio Fragello, a chubby guy with 
| a great set of baritone pipes. These 
| initial acts were followed at irre- 
gular intervals by the Ft. Dix 
| Soldiers Chorus, a pop tenor named 
| Private Bob Dini and dancers Mike 
|Dominico and Phyliss Johnson. 
|Each of these acts was_ slickly 





'them were pros who were drafted, 
| with the exception of WAC John- 
son, of course. Aside from Flagello, 
the best act was that of Private 
| Okie Jones, a country singer whose 
| personality, style and stage pres- 
lence were tops. Another fine act 


' was in the precision work done by | 


/an airborne unit drill team. 

| Though the show carries much 
| commercial time for Army recruit- 
| ment, the facilities are donated by 





‘Closed-Circuit TV Review 








‘TONIGHT’ PREVIEW 
With Sylvester L. Weaver, Steve 
Allen, Dave Garroway, Arlene 

Francis 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 6:15 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from New York 

It’s too bad this NBC-TV half- 
hour was just an intra-family affair 
with its viewing circle confined to 
the down-the-line o&o, affiliate 
and ad agency officialdom which 
last Thursday (29) responded to 
the homeoffice bugle for a preview 
pitch on “Tonight.” Granted that 
some of the laughs, and there were 
plenty, required a within-the-trade 
awareness and that the ‘‘commer- 
cial” was strictly for station man- 
agement and agency ears. None- 
theless, this Off-the-cuff tidbit, 
presided over by a quartet of NBC 
pros, was topgrade tv entertain- 
ment by any standards. 

Fact that one of the pros 
happened to be NBC prez Sylvester 
(Pat) Weaver only served to point 
up the “show’s the thing, even if 
it’s a closed-circuit trailer’ think- 





ing that marks the network’s pres- 
ent shoot-the-works atmosphere. 
| Here was no embraided corporate 
| figure but a casual guy, wise in the 
| ways of the showmanly smooth 
sell, pitching his latest offbeat 
project to a perhaps not nearly as 
skeptical an audience as a couple 
years back when he tossed out the 
trailblazing ‘‘Today” idea. 
Although flanked by three of the 
most agile operators in the emcee- 
ing dodge, Weaver did okay by 
proximity. One of the best lines 
was his reference to the new em- 
ployer of ex-New York Timesman 
Jack Gould as that outfit known as 
the “gem of the ocean.” He drew 
laughs with his hopes that there 
| would be no problems, such as 
— like ‘“‘clearances.” And, of 








onnanianiomae 


|THE WILL TO LIVE 
| With Sidney Katz 
| Producer: Arthur Hiller 
| 22 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining” 
CBS, from Toronto 

Recently - started Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp. network show 
;combines' public service with 
| skilled manipulation of material to 





fessor will be back in person, with | ABC-TV, as with the preceding hold general interest without any 


a few-score books in hand, Aug. 
15. It should be worth a return 
viewing. Bron. 


OOF H+ O44 4449646466444 446 
The ; Gilda Gray story, as re- 
prised on Ralph Edwards’ poignant 
“This Is Your Life’’ series—one of 








/“Talent Patrol,” and the show is 
preduced by D-F-S with Army 
i coin, Art. 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 





,and the hottest b.o. draw of the 
‘time was Gilda Gray. Columbia’s 
‘Rita Hayworth film, “Gilda,” 
forced a nominal settlement over 


| pandering. This stanza would be 
ae strong interest anywhere. Series 


features Sidney Katz, former Mag- 
|azine Digest associate editor and 
|now assistant editor of Maclean’s 
|magazine, which frequently pub- 
|lishes his mental health articles— 
one of them an account of a short 
period of deliberately induced, 
/'medically supervised and noted in- 
|sanity, which Katz underwent in 
ithe interests of scientific research 


'(volunteers are rare) and a sensa-' 


the several summer repeats, in the use of the title, but in the | tional mag piece. 


kinescope—should spark a 
deal for the shimmyer from Mil- 
waukee who went through a $3.,- 
000,000 fortune, faced poverty 
more than once, staged an heroic 
comeback from tubercular illness, 


and seems on the threshold of an-! 


| That anonymous couple who 


‘other details, are a posy on man’s 
humanity to man. It is a particular 
bouquet for showfolk. The entire 
half-hour projected that. If per- 
‘haps cynically expressed, it is fit- | 
ting, too, that the observation be | 
recorded that Liberace—he, of the} 
one-name only, a la another chan- 
toosey from Milwaukee, Hilde-| 
garde—achieved some highly ef-! 


|fective reverse-field public rela-| 
tions impact for himself. Not that} 
he needs it—his b.o. performance | 
with the paying customers is satis- | 
faction enough; the _ intra-trade | 
gags about the candlesticks and} 
ithe rest of it are relatively limited. 


Incidentally, it’s readily apparent | 


;where Liberace gets his good 
Jooks; mother Liberace is a hand-' 
some woman indeed. One other 
footnote: the Variety annals in 
the early 1920s readily attest to 
Gilda Gray's socko show biz, and ' 
that $3.000.000 fortune. through 
which she went—the 1929 Wall St. 
debacle was the prime ecause—is 
readily believable. Under her then 
manager-husband Gil Boag’s aegis 

the shimmy-sha-wabble exponent 
was potent boxoffice lodestone 

The shimmy today may sound as 
dated as the Castle Welk. the 
bunnyhug or the Charleston. bet 

in its day it was pretty hot stuff,i 


film Gilda Gray story Hollywood could; A 


}eapture a lot of that Roaring 20s 
|atmosphere which is so com- 
|mercial in this nostalgic day and 
age. Abel. 
“Melody Tour,’ which recently 
|; Made a promising bow on ABC-TV 
| as a half-hour show, has since been 


|}upped to 90 minutes, maybe with 
| may be mathematically correct but, 
| as a showmanship formula for this 
series, it’s a near disaster. What's 
breezy and light for 30 minutes can 
get rather dull when stretched out 
/over the evening. 

The talent on this series is good 
| but the routining suffers from a 
| monotonous repetition of the vocal 
| and danee turns. On last Thurs- 
|day’s (29) stanza, there were at 
|least 10 ballet numbers delivered 
| by Nelle Fisher, Jonathan Lucas 
and Peter Gladkie, as one group, 
and the Kateds Trio, as another 


these dance numbers hardly war- 
ranted such a prominent showcas- 
ing. But in stretching out 90 min- 
utes, dance numbers apparently 
make easy fillers. 

Vocal chores were handled in 
solid style by regular Nancy Ken- 
yon and guest baritone Robert 
Rounseville, while Jorie Remis de- 
Jivered a couple of material songs 
archly. Miss Remis is a good come- 
dienne but the lyrics to her songs, 
especially “Falling In Love Can Be 
Fun,” are sometimes too weak to 
sustain her routine. In another 
comedy slot. Louis Nye drew a 
blank in a patter routine about an 
American tourist in Italy. 


Stan Freeman again did nicely | 


with his piano-vocal assignments 
and The Toppers, a vocal quartet, 
supplied good hackgrounds and de- 
livered a couple of numbers in 
snappy fashion. Harry Sosnik, ba- 
toning the studio orch, furnished 
6.4 musical support to the show. 
Herm, 


| the idea of tripling its impact. That | 


sympathetic youngish chap, 
serious but not sombre and never 
| wordy, Katz introduced a multiple 
sclerosis victim, who didn’t seem 
abnormal, and questioned her on 
| details of the disease, how she ad- 
'justed and her. several jobs—tutor- 
|ing, selling government bonds and 
‘fur coats, marking exam papers. 
“Accept the things you can’t do, 
but do all you can. Take each day 
as it comes and fill your life as 
full as possible’ was her philoso- 
phy of life. 

Next he briefly introduced a Na- 
, tional Film Board of Caffada short 
‘of a disabled civilians’ workshop 
in Saskatchewan, run for profit 
and providing many persons ordi- 
|narily considered “helpless” with 
| work which they perform well. 
| Then another live one—a fasci- 
/nating session with a group of 
| happy-faced deaf mutes. Katz con- 
| versed with them through simul- 


‘terp combo. The variations among | taneous digital translation by the 


| pastor of Toronto’s Church for the 
|Deaf. First the pastor demon- 
| strated one logical sign for each of 
many words. The slow spell-out 
|method was rarely used. Katz 
| learned what they worked at, then 
|asked questions like ‘“‘Do you sus- 
| pect that people are talking about 
| you?” Most did have that feeling, 
|}but one pretty girl replied, “I’m 


;OK. I can lip-read almost any- 
| body.” 
| He learned that they enjoy 


movies and television; they like 
being with “normal” people; they 
suffer from a public tendency to 
group all deaf mutes together: if 
,one is a poor worker, the factory 
won't hire any more; if one does 
wrong, they’re all looked on with 
| suspicion. Katz concluded with a 
terse, bright summary. Production 
_was fine except for too many full- 
/screen closeups of the first sub- 
ject. Half-hour was filled out with 
another NFB short, somewhat 
| related. Bard. 








course, he came through with a 
new Weaverism, pointing to “To- 
night” as the completing member 
along with “Today”. and “Home” 


of NBC-TV’s “Trinity Of Titans.” 
The topper carried off his assign- 
ment with plenty of aplomb. Ex- 
cept that protocol might be a bit 
of a problem, someone might point 
that it’s old hat for a video emcee 
to lead the applause for the sup- 
porting acts. Chalk this up to 
opening show enthusiasm. 


As befitted the purpose, Steve 
Allen, who’ll helm “Tonight” when 
it starts Sept. 27, got plenty of 
exposure and it was all promising 
for the future of the late-evening 
roundelay. No attempt was made 
to outline the specific format. 
Rather its was an_ introductory 
showcase for Allen’s individual and 
individualized wares. He looks to 
be a very handy man to have 
around tonight and tomorrow 
night. 

With Dave Garroway and Arlene 
Francis on hand, it was obvious 
that Weaver was seeking to use the 
momentum of “Today” 
“Home” to help send off “To- 
night.” Garroway, besides one of 
his patented low-throttle plugs for 
the new enterprise, displayed a 
new facet as he dueted with Allen 
a singing parody on their big 
wingsvread eyeglasses. Probably 
the biggest -laffbuster, however, 
was Allen’s comedy skit with Miss 
Francis on a Hollywood vs. a “real 
life” treatment on how to announce 
the pending arrival of a baby. Bit 
probably couldn’t play on the open 
circuits but it wowed at least one 
private gathering. 

Entire family “sales” party was 
a fine example of hep showmanship 
of the electronic era. ave. 





SWAN BOAT 

With Nelson Bragg, host; Polly 
Huse, Cindy Lord, Lindy Do- 
herty, Jack Chase, Dick Kilbride, 
Mike DiNapoli, “Miss Nancy” 

a "Ear rs George Moyni- 
an 

60 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 9 a.m. 

Participating 

WBZ-TV, Boston 


WBZ-TV’s most ambitious at- 
tempt at local live-programming, 
this hour long early morning cross- 
the-board show, “Swan Boat,” was 
launched Mon. (26) and judging 
from its initial outing, appears 
headed for a long successful cruise. 
Aired at 9 a.m., on the heels of 
NBC network’s “Today,” it was a 
bright, entertaining and informa- 
tive sesh with enough variety 
spotted throughout to garner a 
hefty corner of the viewers who 
are available at this time of day. 


Emceed by homespun Nelson 
Bragg, in his most casual manner, 
the initialer included slick solo vo- 
cal stints by Cindy Lord and Lindy 
Doherty, who later teamed in a 
sprightly duet; a couple of brief 
household hints delivered by Pol 
Huse, the station’s women’s com- 
mentator; a five-minute segment of 
news reports by Jack Chase; some 
fancy ‘88ing by Mike DiNapoli, 
pianist with the w.k. Frank Petty 
Trio and a skit featuring character 
actor Dick Kilbride as the typical 
“Mr. Boston.” Also on hand to 
christen the new show was Bob 
Emery, the station’s “Big Brother,” 
who introed a filmed cartoon. How- 
ever, his was a one-shot appear- 
ance, not a daily stint. 


A gimmick that will undoubtedly 
create an _ enthusiastic — reaction 
among the femme viewers was a 
short segment in which a camera 
was focussed on the cute nine- 
month-old “Miss Nancy” while she 
clambered around her playpen. 
Current plans are to show the 
youngster each day for several 
months so that its femmes can 
follow the various stages of her 
development. 

Production-wise, the teeoff of 
“Swan Boat” was topnotch, the sets 
were imaginative and the entire 
segment was neatly infegrated, re- 
flecting a great deal of credit to 
producer George moyninan. __. 

ie. 





BEBE SHOPPE SHOW 
With Harry Zimmerman, others 
Producer: Roy Newquist 
Director: Norm Ostrovick 
Writer: Newquist 
30 Mins.: Mon. thru Fri., 1 p.m. 
Participating . 
WTCN-TV, Minneapolis | 

BeBe Shoppe is this city’s first 
and only Miss America, onetime 
Atlantic City pageant winner, an 
she not only boasts photogenic 
beauty, more along the typical 
wholesome girl lines rather than 
those of the glamor queens, but 


(Continued on page 30) 
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‘Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade says: 


‘ a 
"So long for a while 


And presents a special summer service 


During its 12-week 
hiatus Your Hit Parade 
will list in this space 
the seven top tunes from 
Your Hit Parade Survey 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that 
you would have heard last Saturday 
night, as determined by Your Hit 
Parade Survey, which checks the 
best sellers in sheet music and 
phonograph records, the songs most 
heard on the air and most played 
on the automatic coin machines. 


PL Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer replacement 


. “PRIVATE SECRETARY” 


sae eet 


4 WD Pecaces 3 


1. Little Things Mean a Lot 


Hernando’s Hideaway 


Three Coins in the Fountain 


The Little Shoemaker 


Happy Wanderer 


Hey, There 
Sh-Boom 


STARR 


inc ANN SOTHERN 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M. (N.Y.T.) 
NBC Television Network 
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N. Y. Times, Trib Dropping of Indie 
Radio Listings Riles Station Heads 


First the N. Y. Herald Tribune ¢ 
some months ago and now, within 
the past few weeks, the N. Y. 
Times have given what indie radio 
operators in particular think is a) 
real smack in the chops to AM.— 
Both of the major dailies have. 
sliced their radio logs, leaving only 
the feur network stations in’ the 
metropolitan area. | 


P j 
The recent decision to axe sta-| 





You Never Know 
Columbus, Aug. 3. 


Like a lot of other people, 
disk jockey Maurice Jackson 
who runs ‘“Jackson’s Beat” on 
WVKO here, has wondered if 
the sight of Liberace wasn’t 
what attracted people rather 
than his pliano-playing. Last 


tions, including WMCA, WINS,| week he arranged a radio test 
WMGM, WNEW, WEVD, by the’ py piaying records of Liberace 
Times. was motivated in large and Jesus Maria Sanroma ren- 


measure by the need to Save space. | 
According to Ted Bernstein, one | 
of the daily’s execs, about a column | 
and a half is saved daily, and with | 
the “prige of newsprint $126 a 
ton” he felt that it was a justified 
saving. Moreover, Bernstein stated, | 
most of the material deleted was 
“repetitious.” 

George Kornish, exec editor of 
the Tribune, echoed the belief that | 
material his paper cut out of the 
radio logs a long time before the 


Times move was also repetitious, | 
As he saw it, “the idea is to give | 
something the reader doesn’t know Ga a es, 


in advance.” He explained that | 

most of the programming carried | “ ’ 

by N. Y.’s independent stations was | 

along the music and news line, | Earnings for M4 
and it didn’t vary bat slightly from | 

day to day. The Tribune, unlike | a a hae ats 
the Times, has not cut down on) : sales 
space by removing the major share products and services and a new 
of the radio log, but instead has peak in earnings before Federal 
filled up the space with more NeWS | income taxes weré achieved by Ra- 
of television. Paper will ore, dio Corp. of America in the first 
programming by indie radio sta-| y : 
tions. however, when it concerns Six months of the year. The com- 


i eat Se /enue in the first half of the year 
= or 8° higher than the previous 
The stations deleted by the Trib mark established in the first half 
and the Times have had harsh o¢ 1953. according to RCA board 
words to say in the past few weeks. chairman David Sarnoff. 
Most of them feel very strongly 
that radio is getting the short end | 
of the stick, that an invidious dis- 
tinction has been drawn between 
radio and video. (‘Radio men in 
N. Y. have been using everything 
from ratings to the number ot — 
1arket to prove that radio é ew : 
is ain a ae led) oly a Rd De Be corre- 
WNEW, for example, ciaims for equal to $1.26 per common share 
itself a radio audience second only, against $1.18 earned per share in 
at times, to WCBS, CBS key. With | the first half of last year. 
this in mind, a station spekesman ee anieeaiae: sles wenertoe 


‘iar z “rs were * : 

ee a — Fare inl ” de- | alltime record volume of business 
nn va . ctation’s large audi- in the second quarter of this year, 
sing so Se ram reference or $217,760.000 as compared with 
ore oe Later’ bass at WINS. felt 5202679.000 in the second quarter 

ob Leger, Doss at wits last year or an“increase of 7%. 
that indie radio in N. Y. waS aS/ This amounted to 60c a common 
important as any programming the | share compared with 57c in the 
webs came up with, “besides net-| cocgndg quarter of 1953. 


‘orks carry more music today than 
tog They are only aping the in- | _ Cost <n, and services 
dies. Network shows are just as eon - wee Pw fe gg ie 
‘repetitious’ as those of any indie.” oe he esd rs ig sia 

Jo Ranson, flack chief at WHGM. of $32,889,000 over comparable pe- 
looked to his own station and riod jast year. RCA paid out $1, 
maintained that its extensive | 576,900 in preferred dividends in 
sports schedule varies so widely the first half of 1954. same as in 
oS sn aallics, He said, “They talk | 1252, , the, corporation reported 
oth dailies. es , ) ‘ 
about ‘complete’ journalism. Why, 14,031, 
it's about as jaundiced as possi- | 
ble.” Ranson, as with other sta- 
tion men, vociferously maintained 
that the two black-and-whiters have 
been exceptionally unfair to radio } 

—and that the move by the Trib} 


and the Times to cut down log | a NEW PHILCO PREXY 


size is indicative of the lack of, The Philco board of directors 
thought in appraising the value of named James H. 
wahin.” prexy of corporation. 
¥ ; at ta . upped from exec veep, a post held 
oe with the indie stations since ’49, to replace William Bal- 
was the 


a, tabloid, the N. ¥. — derston who’s been made chairman 
Mirror, which with less space than , of the board. 


either the Tribune or Times, prints Pine owear int er 
about eight stations’ programs. aa pul nncagd eas men a 
spokesman for that paper said “we Mace Monday ‘o) and announce 


dering the Grieg Concerto. He 
didn’t name the artist in either 
case and asked his listeners to 
vote by telephone on which 
rendition they liked the bet- 
ter. 

The Sanroma version left 
Liberace holding a candelabra 
with the Boston Pops-backed 
pianist garnering 37 votes to 
the Lib’s 10. 








$39,603,000 in the same period. Af- 
ter provision of $20,335.000 for 
Federal Taxes, RCA net profit 
amounted to $19,268,000 for the 
first half of 1954 or an increase of 


outstanding. 


JAS. CARMINE NAMED 





feel it's a good public service.” immediately before 1,200 Philco 
He went on te say that people are eo at a meeting in New 
~ York. 


still interested in 
hear on radio. Balderston, 

To go one better. the N. Y. Daily will a 
Mirror is mulling plans to add two committee. 


what they can ; 
as board chairman, 
also be head of the policy 


President since °48, he 


more pages to the radio and tv replaces James T. Buckley, who 
section in September. The Mirror , declined reelection. 

spokesman said that included more Earlier, in Philadelphia, four 
space for radio logs. Other papers men who had previously been 





in N.Y. have neither increased nor Philco veepees, alone were named 
decreased listings. j}to the company’s board of direc- 
‘ ae It was done at the anni stock- 

olders meeting on July 28 at 

John Cary to BBC | which time the total board mem- 

; bership was increased from 17 to 

Omaha, Aug. 3. 21. The new board® members ‘took 
John Gary, featured singer at the Part in the Carmine decision. 


El] Patio Ballroom at Denver's Those elected were: Raymond B. 
Lakeside amusement park this George, v.p., merchandising; Fred- 
summer, last week signed for a erick D. Ogilby, v.p. and general 


radio and tv series for BBC, to be- 
gin this fall. 

Gary and his manager, Robert 
MacGimsey, leave for London in| 
September, 


manager, television division; Sam- 
uel N. Regenstrief, v.p. manufac- 
turing, appliance division, 


; manager of the appliance division. 





Boston, Aug. 3. 
E. Anthony and Sons, Inc., of 
notified the 


| Another UHF Surrenders 


New Bedford, has 


| FCC that it is surrendering its per- 


mits previously granted them to 


end New Bedford. 

Company, of which Basil Brew- 
er, publisher of the New Bedford 
Standard-Times, is the principal 
owner, announced he would in- 
stead, apply for tv channel 12 in 


| Providence, R. I. 





Webb Asks NARTB 


Even Conventions 


the division of 
NARTB into distinct radio and 
television. units was made _ by 
Frank V. Webb, topper at KFH, 
Wichita, Kans., to Hal Fellows, 
NARTB helmsman. Appeal to Fel- 
lows was a result of strong feel- 
ings “about radio’s weakened posi- 
tion” within NARTB. 


A plea _ for 





| pany hit $444.369,000 in gross rev- | the 


The corporation's earnings be-, 
| fore Federal income taxes totalled | 


This is | 


16 shares of common stock. 


Carmine new | 
He has been | 


split between radio and _ video 
‘within NARTB, Webb, suggested 
ithat he would “like to see a 


|good, old-fashioned revival of ra- | 


dio selling sans Broadcast Adver- 
'tising Bureau.” He staid BAB “‘can- 
| not possibly hope to cope with the 
| problems which were handled by 
,the old National Assn. of Broad- 
|easters sales managers executive 
committee.” 

“When BAB was formed,” Webb 
noted, “it seemed unwise to us at 
time for our trade assn. to 


eliminate from the NARTB staff a | 


| sales department headed by a prac- 

tical, experienced radio sales man- 
jager. Too many NARTB members 
‘are not affiliated with BAB. Ra- 
dio sales, and its manifold prob- 
lems, should have a_ prominent 
place on the agenda of the annual 
radio convention.” 

Speaking further of the revival 
of the NAB sales managers exec 
eommittee, Webb called for ap- 
pointment of several subcommit- 
tees to include: rate card, contract, 
|audience measurement, sales clinic 
'and sales promotion units. 

Webb informed Fellows that 
separation of the anni NARTB con- 
vention into two ports, one dis- 
tinctly radio. the other defined 
clearly as video. He _ suggested 
that the meetings of the two groups 
be separated by six months, “keep- 
ing them as far removed from each 
| other as is humanly possible.” As 
for the ’55 convention in Washing- 
ton, D.C., Webb called for radio 
holding down three days: alone, 
followed by video for three days 

(if complete division cannot be 
made by then). 

“If our annual convention in 
1955 is to be held in conjunction 
with a television convention, then 
we predict a high mortality rate” 
in NARTB, Webb said. 


}and FM radio stations as NARTB 
|members, and 256 tele stations. 
| Despite the imbalance, he said, the 
“tail is wagging the dog,” television 
dominates annual conventions, 


‘TRENDLE-CAMPBELL’S 





Flint, Mich., Aug. 3. 
| WTAC has been sold for a con- 
sideration of $287,000 to Radio 


Hawaii, Inc., by Trendle-Campbell | 


Broadcasting Corp. New owner- 
ship of the Flint radio station is 
subject to approval of the FCC. 
Deal was negotiated for Radio 
| Hawaii, operating KPOA, 
lulu, by Allen Kander, Washington, 
D. C., radio and tv broker. Radio 
Hawaii is a wholly-owned subsidi- 


ary of Tele-Trip Policy Co., N. Y. | 
John R. McKinley, station manager | 


of WTAC, is being named general 
manager of +the station, and is 


|marked for a veepee post with | 


Radio Hawaii. 

Sale of WTAC is the second time 
this week that a Trendle-Campbell 
| interest*has changed hands. (See 
{other story for sale 
Ranger Inc. by Trendle-Campbell- 
Meurer.) 





| 


| Pine Bluff, Ark.—John Fugate, 


|former manager of KRTV, Little | 
| Rock UHF station which has dis- | 


|pensed operation to link with 
KATV, Pine Bluff’s VHF station 


| operation. 


build UHF tv stations in Boston | 


‘IN NEW YORK... 


Wednesday, August 4, 1954 


From the Production Centres 











In addition to asking for a clean | 


The KFH boss listed 1,455 AM | 


Hono: | 


of Lone | 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NAM’s radio-tv director, and wife on 
10-day Cape Cod vacation . . . Helen Fitzpatrick new GirlFriday for 
WNBC production staff . . : Ruby Mercer, MBS commentator,off Sun- 
day (1) on her first European trip, returning Sept. 15... J Gray- 
| hurst, account exec at Ruthrauff & Ryan, back at work after an auto 


| accident on Long Island in which he was severely injured . . . Wells 


Bill Malcolm now a staff director at WNBC... Winston Burdett 
subs for Douglas Edwards on “Wendy Warren & News” for two weeks 
and for Ned Calmer on CBS’ “World News Roundup” for a month 


+ Church, CBS news chief, sojourning with rod & reel on Long Island 
| 


| . CBS’ James Fassett to Fish Creek, Ephraim, Wis., Friday (6) to 


To Split Radio-TV, 


air Peninsula Music Festival from that area and the following week 
| (13) to Brevard, N.C., for ninth annual music fest there ... Kay Armen, 
| whose last WNBC show is tomorrow (Thurs.), presented her manager, 
Jack Beekman, with diamond studded cufflinks after completion of 
| deal for the singer’s role in Metro pic, “Hit the Deck”... Arthur Hep- 
| ner, CBS public affairs producer, to speak at American Studies Pro- 
gram for Foreign Students at Yale next week (12) . .. Harry Feeney, 
| CBS trade press editor, off to Narrowsburg-on-the-Delaware for an- 
ether week in the second lap of his three-week vacation. 


Sam Faust, WMGM account exec, to Cincinnati upon death of his 
mother ... Biggest coverage in N.Y. area of arrival of the new Italo 
luxury liner Christoforo Colombo was done by WOV, Italian-language 
station. Outlet made repeated cut-ins on its 1014 half daily hours in that 
tongue to give a blow-by-blow ... Ziv has sold David Wayne in the 
radio edition of “Mr. District Attorney” in 57 markets in the first 
10 days of selling . .. Leon E. Kelly has taken over as program chief 
'at WEAV, Plattsburgh, N.Y. ... Bill Kaland, WNEW program topper, 
off on a two-week vacation ... . Lowell Frank has been given the pro- 
gram directorship of the Liberace radio series ... Bernard London 
to D’Arcy ad agency as producer in radio-tv section ... Miller Brewing 
; will sponsor the Aug. 13 All-Star football game via Mutual ... WHLI, 
Hempstead, Long Island, observed its seventh anni recently .. . Broad- 
cast advertising Bureau is rounding out plans for “Best Salesman of 
the Month” contest ... Zel deCyr resumes at WEVD with a juve 
stanza once a week called “Bimbo & Zel.”’ Distaffer had a make- 
| believery show on the Gotham outlet some time ago .. . Helen Gerald, 
| cast for CBS “Crime Photographer” tonight (Wed.), has just completed 
|a principal role in the color film, “Mrs. Dobson’s Miracle,” made for 
| the Eye Bank for Sight Restoration. 


'IN CHICAGO ... 





| ABC’s Don MeNeill is playing host to a group of 80 Chicago boys 
_at his summer camp during the month of August . .. WGN-WGN-TV 
| general manager Frank P. Schreiber vacationing this month. Ditto 
| WBBM assistant g.m. E. H. (Ernie) Shomo who's off on a two-week 
|; hiatus ... WMAQ-WNBQ program manager George Heinemann chair- 
_ing the Friday (6) BMI clinic session ... Butch Davis launched a mid- 
| day livestock market report on WGN for the Arcady Farms Milling 

Co. . . . Chi Mutual vacationers include topper Carroll Marts who’s 
_trekked to Canada and account exec Mel Goodrode off to Estes Park 
|... Jill Corey, recently featured on Dave Garroway’s NBC-TV Friday 
| night show, subbing this week for vacationing Eileen Parker on ABC’s 
| “Breakfast Club” simulcast . WLS’s Martha Crane named vice- 
|; chairman of the 1955 national convention of American Women in 
| Radio-TV to be held here next May ... ABC commentator Paul Harvey 
| addressed the Veterans of Foreign Wars convention in Philadelphia 
| Monday (2)... Mutual sales veep Ade Hult a Chi stopover visitor... 
| Mary Karr of the NBC press department vacationing last week. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Ella Raines in town and hosted at a press party by KRON-TV... 
| Red Blanchard, KCBS teenage rage, had his first Columbia disk re- 
leased last week ... Dwight Newton, Examiner radio ed, off on vacation 
| but still filed-story covering the forest fire near his Ben Lomand 
summer home , . Berkeley FM station KPFA offered Sen. Wiley 
airtime to give his reasons for supporting the proposed FCC “loyalty 
oath” ... Nikki Kaye, just returned from two years in Southeast Asia 
where she did a news program on Armed Forces Radio, now handling 
publicity for the Salvation Army locally . . . KSAN-TV debuted a 
half-hour variety show starring Lucille Lando on Wednesdays follow- 
|ing the Seals baseball game . .. New Faces at KOVR, Stockton tv 
station, include Ed Lawrence, the voice of “Old Prospector” and a 
_vet of “March of Time” who will do a kids comics program; Milo J. 
Hawley, former director of photography at WXYZ, now head of the 
KOVR photography department; Bob Lange, formerly with WREX-TV, 
| Rockford, Ill. now KOVR production director; and Woodi Fisher, Bay 
Area commercial artist, now KOVR art director ... Wanda Ramey, 
KGO-TV interviewer, snagged Mrs. Syngman Rhee for the latter’s 
only tv appearance during her visit to the states. Show was filmed 
July 31 for screening on Aug. 15. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . a 


Dick Hance, chief of KSTP-TV photo department, to address Press 
| Photographers Association national convention’s two-day course in 


WIAC SALE AT 9076, | Tecqal, one of Puta Cisse top guar Sarkere, Galnd te aa hen 


radio late Saturday night show, “Moffatt’s Music” ... KSTP producers 
and directors claim to have originated industry expressions, “idiot 
sheets” and “goof boards,” gaining national popularity and referring 
to large cue boards from which announcers and talent, unable to 
remember their lines, read them... KSTP-TV boasting postal cards 
and letters from viewers as far away as Boston, Mass., and Chalmette, 
La., who say they're receiving its video . . . Winners of the 4-H Club 
Highway Safety Essay contests sponsored by WCCO radio in 145 
Northwest counties now appearing daily on the station’s noontime 
“Good Neighbor Time” show . . . Excelsior Amusement Co. to enter- 
tain Twin Cities’ tv and radio staffers Aug. 10 who’ll have the run 
of the park after a chicken dinner and assorted beverages ... Rep. 
| Larry Haeg, WCCO radio general manager, not seeking reelection to 
state legislature, in which he has held membership several terms. 
It's because of press of business duties that he can’t continue to serve, 
he explained. ° 


| 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


John Kelly, former announcer at WPEN, is chief inspector for the 
Criminal Investigation Department of the Philadelphia Police Bureau 
|... Feed Harper, program operations manager for KYW, has arranged 


' for complete news coverage of the Veterans of Foreign Wars National 

convention which is expected to attract 75,000 visitors to city. Station 
will also beam much of the travel tips and road condition bulletins 
to motoring vets . . , Rev. Dr. Stanley Kiehl, pastor of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church, and WFIL-TV were presented citations by the 
| Philadelphia Council of Churches. Presentation was made during 100th 


| weekly telecast of Dr. Kiehl's “Stories Retold” (Aug. 1). Jack Steck, 
| Program directcor of WFIL-TV, received for station . . . Ralph Collier 


and | on Channel 7, has now been named | /8, 'iting and producing “Cinderella Week-end” for WCAU (Aug. 
'Raymond A. Rich, v.p. and genera) | general manager of the combined 2-20) while regular producer Johny Paul Jones is on vacation . 


.. Jack 
(Continued on page 30) 
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“the most remarkable cooking program on TV” 
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Available Monday August 30, 1954 





NEW YORK 


11:00 - 11:55 am., EDT 


* * * * * 


CREATIVE COOKERY, which has been de- 
lighting television audiences since June 
4, 1951, is video's most remarkable cook- 
ing program. It is a fascinating school 
of art devoted entirely to the selection, 
preparation and service of incredibly 
good-tasting and invitingly beautiful food. 
Viewers of this program benefit from 
Francois Pope's 25 years of directing the 
nationally famous Antoinette Pope school 
of Fancy Cookery, which today ranks 
as America's largest and finest “cooking 
school with thousands of graduates and 
classes booked full from semester to 


semester. 


NO WONDER CREATIVE COOKERY HAS 
WON 5 TV GUIDE AWARDS IN 3 YEARS 
AND HAS BEEN ACCLAIMED BY CHIi- 
CAGO TV CRITICS AS THE OUTSTAND- 
ING PROGRAM OF ITS KIND !! 


ae i 


Here’s The Cost To Reach 


WABC-TV 


on the 


- BEST TWO STATION 
BUY IN THE COUNTRY! 








2 














WBKB 


‘CHICAGO 


10:00 - 10:55 a.m., CDT 


* * * * * 


CREATIVE COOKERY is conducted by 
Francois Pope, director of the nationally 
famous Antoinette Pope School of Fancy 
Cookery. He is ably assisted by his two 
sons, Frank and Robert Pope, instructors 
at the school. The Popes are the fore- 
most family in the world in the teaching 
of fancy and creative cooking. Their 
methods of teaching are as refreshingly 
original and inviting as their recipes. 
Approximately 100,000 copies of the 
Popes’ Fancy Cookery Cookbook, pub- 
lished by the MacMillan Company and 
containing many original creations, have 


been sold during the past 2 years. 


NO WONDER CREATIVE COOKERY 
CONSISTENTLY ENJOYS AN AUDIENCE 
RATING FROM HALF AGAIN TO DOU- 
BLE THAT OF THE AVERAGE COOKING 
SHOW !! 


Ameriea’s Number I & 2 Markets! 


SEO ED 


$200.00 per spot for each market and 
$400.00 per spot for both markets. 


(20 -percent of America’s television 
sets delivered at a cost of $.74 per 
thousand makes CREATIVE COOKERY 
one of television’s greatest two sta- 
tion buys.) 





For Creative Cookery Availabilities 
Contact 


WABC-TV WBKB 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 
SU 7-5000 AN 3-0800 














The clients who buy Chicago-New 
York now at the introductory price 
of $400.00 per announcement will 


receive rate protection for 
weeks. 


26 


In a two market purchase, your com- 
mercial is delivered with personality 
and conviction by Francdis Pope —or 
one of his two sons — at no extra cost. 
Also, current advertisers on CREATIVE 
COOKERY will be given the same fre- 
quency discount for the Chicago market 
if they buy before August 30, 1954. 








For Creative Cookery Availabilities 
Contact Your Nearest 


PETRY-TV o BLAIR-TV 


Representatives 
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Tele Followup Comment’ 








tocnererne: 


she also possesses a knack for mak- 
ing friends over the airwaves. Her 
winning ways, naturalness and lack 
of affectation, percolating into liv- 
ing rooms, should enlist followers. 

In this afternoon show designed 
for femme consumption, she is 
likely to effect entrance into many 
homes and help make sales for her 
sponsors. Because she’s so good to 
look at and meet shadowise even 

*males might find it worth while to 
sneak away from their labors to 
tune in if they have tv sets handy. 

A talented musician as well as 
easy on the optics, Miss Shoppe 
has had experience as a nitery per- 
former and the poise and show- 
manship acquired thusly are in evi- 
dence before the camera so thit 
she seems a natural in her present 
assignment. She’s fluent and ex- 
presses herself easily and well and 
the commercials don’t suffer at her 
hands. 

Harry Zimmerman, also on the 
show, contributes a bit of accept- 
able comedy and tosses in a few 
helpful hints for housewives on his 
own. In a pleasant vein, the star, 
philosophizes lightly, offers sugges- 
tions for improving the home and 
making household chores less diffi- 
cult and introduces and interviews 
guests. ees, 





DEL COURTNEY SHOW 
With Ralph Manza, Elmo Tanner, 
Pee Wee Hunt orch 
Preducer: Marcia Kramer 
Director: Forrester Mashbir 
30 Mins, Sun., 4 p.m. 
KPIX, San Francisco 
Del Courtney, a Frisco standard 
4v personality has revised the 
format of his Sunday show to 
feature music and musical groups 
appearing in the Bay Area. In 
recent weeks his featured musi- 
cians have included Turk Murphy’s 
Jazz Band, Buddy De Franco’s 
Quartet and Bob Scobey’s Dixie- 
Jand Band. The accent has been 
on jazz, but it is not exclusively 
a jazz show as the first of the 
— on the stanza caught indi- 
¢ates. 


Courtney, who has developed 


into a smooth emeee with a fine 
informal manner, depends heavily 
on his personal background as a 
bandleader and recording artist to 





unexcelled 
program 
_ promotion 


oe, 
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Atlanta 
Columbus 
Dayton 
Cincinnati 











Sales Offices: New York, Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Columbus, Atlanta, Chicago 
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‘|were asked to 








chat with his visitors. He remi- 
nisces about when and where he 
first saw the guests and in general 
sets an at-ease chatty tone. Show 
uses two sets, camera passing from 
one to the other as Courtney sets 
up interviews. Elmo Tanner, vet 
whistling act, came on in a cutie 
bit imitating birds giving Ralph 
Manza, Courtney’s assistant and a 
solid mugger, a chance to play his 
Italo-American character of Tony 
to the hilt in searching for the non- 
existent bird. Tanner, after chat 
with Courtney did a number he’s 
currently featuring in night club 
acts, “Whistling Paper Boy,” to 
geod effect. Scenery in this set is 
Courtney’s patio, informal and 
effective. 

Pee Wee Hunt band was set as 
at a rehearsal with Courtney drop- 
ping in, running over Hunt’s past 
history with the Casa Loma ‘band 
and providing the cue for a group 
of Hunt’s record hits. 

Net effect of the show is a 
bright, entertaining half-hour 
replete with plugs for local ap- 
pearances and offering the at-home 
audience a good look at the talent 
appearing in the area. Since the 
show leans so heavily on visiting 
guests it will be necessary for 
Courtney to stretch some to fill in 
on slack weeks, but it should con- 
tinue as a solid Sunday half hour 
since Frisco has a steady run of 
visiting talent. Rafe. 


AFTRA 


=—__-, Continued from page 21 = 


the number of included rehearsal 
and an increase in rehearsal rates. 
The reported coming demand for 
an increase in staff announcer base 
pay would mean a jump in the 
minimum to $165, except in Chi- 
cago where the unit system would 
lift it to $180. 

Changes in conditions of work 
would include longer and more 
frequent rest periods during re- 
hearsals, earlier delivery of scripts, 
wardrobe fitting time, ete. Of the 
miscellaneous demands, the one 
commanding the strongest support 
was for better identification of per- 
formers by pairing their names 
with the names of the persons 
portrayed and for a_ slowdown 
when credit lists are rolled on tv, 
with no superimposing of the 
sponsor’s name, ete. 


Labor Thru The Night 

The convention adopted two 
resolutions and sent two others to 
the national board for further con- 
sideration during the Saturday- 
Sunday marathon which began at 
5 p.m. Saturday, adjourning at 7 
p.m., and then going nonstop from 
9.30 p.m. Saturday to 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday. 

One of the adopted resolutions 
asked that national negotiators 
“consider the requirements” of 
Washington and Cleveland locals, 
where stations are o&o in all or 
in part by NBC, DuMont and CBS, 
and whose negotiations will be 
eoncurrent with network code 
talks. The national negotiators 
“use all possible 











power, 


negotiations with the networks to 
give aid to the Washington and 
Cleveland locals in achieving their 
objectives,” including authorizing 
action if necessary to “withhold 
the services of AFTRA performers 
on the networks.” 

The other adopted resolution 
approved appointment in each 
local of a committee to suggest 
means to augment work already 
started by the legal advisers of the 
national organization. “It might 
even find it advisable to join forces 
with Actor’s Equity, and SAG, 
AGMA and AGVA and hire paid 
lobbyists to acquaint our senators 
and representatives with our situa- 
tion which might be comparable 
to others who already have legisla- 
tive relief from tax burdens.” 

Sent to the national board for 
consideration was a request for the 
board to hold its preconvention 
meeting on the morni of the 
first day of the conventicn; and 
that in years when codes are to be 
negotiated the national office 
should notify locals six weeks in 
advance so that local caucuses can 
report recommendations to the na- 
tional office three weeks prior to 
the convention and that copies of 
these proposals be sent to all locals 
two weeks before conventions. 

A resolution calling for elimina- 
tion of the Friday night social 
gathering because it is too ex- 
pensive was defeated, probably be- 
cause of what happened in Detroit 
this year. The Chrysler Corp. 
picked up the eheck for a sumptu- 
ous buffet supper and cocktail 
party. Ernie Winstanley, Detroit 
local prexy, was given an ovation 
for arranging the party. : 

Another resolution proposing a 
biennial, instead of annual conven- 
tion, was defeated. Next year’s 
meeting will*ebe held in Seattle. 


NBC-TV’s Spec 
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most important markets in the US. 
is something that’s bothering us.” 





Coast Affils In ‘Spec’ Gripes 
San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

NBC’s projected color spectacu- 
lar series this fall is running into 
some rumbling from the West 
Coast affiliates of the net. 

At a recent meeting here, the 11 
West Coast tv stations tied in with 
NBC discussed the problem with 
John West, NBC West Coast vee- 
pee; Allen Courtney, NBC tv sta- 
tion relations division from New 
York and Paul Gale, West Coast 
traffic manager. 

The trouble is simple. NBC 
plans 90-minute color spectaculars 
every fourth week. The three-hour 
time differential will put it on the 
screen here at a time usually sold 
locally which will mean clearing 





influence and action in| 


out the time every fourth week. 
hat the coast affiliates want is 
,..vé programming in that segment 


| 


| when the spectacular is not on, al- 
| lowing them to work out their com- 
|mercial schedules without denting 
their client relations. 

NBC television affiliates have or- 
|ganized into a group with Harold 
/P. See of KRON-TV as chairman 
|for a year and William Warren 
| KOMO-TYV, Seattle, as vice-chair- 
man. 





RCA Thesaurus. Under terms of 


and other benefits. 


jobs a freelance arrangement. 


benefits. 


is squeezed. Other Morgan items 


It Up.” 


this w 





and Frances Rickett in February 


eek. » As ga fee 4 
tee sevte Cavtartareet j 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


A decision by the American Aribtration Assn. in New York has 
resulted in the reinstatement of three scribblers in staff jobs with 


the ruling, each of the three will 


be paid salaries retroactive to Feb. 15, 54, and they will regain seniority 


Ruling was made on the basis of a ’53 contract between RWG and 
NBC, to which the three Thesaurus writers reported for work. Through 
the web, the transcription firm booted Geraldine Merken, Tom Langan 
, and substituted for regular staff 
The 
each’s earnings weekly by some $50 and eliminated employment fringe 


latter setup allegedly reduced 





Morgan, the sad-eyed tv and pie basset hound with the Buster 
Keaton.expression, has become the inspiration for a full line of toys 
and novelties to be put out by Bantam U.S. Toys, Inc., of New York. 
Pooch’s owner, Richard Gordon Jr., signed a contract which calls ini- 
tially for a foam rubber image of Morgan that barks when its nose 


are being readied. Canine is cur- 


rently involved in a scene in the Martin & Lewis starrer, “Living 





On Aug. 15 CBS Radio’s “World Music Festivals” will air nine 
excerpts from “Hamlet” as presented by England’s Old Vie Co. at 
Elsinore. Recordings were made by James Fassett, program producer, 
at the opening night, part of the 1954 Danish Royal Festival, in June. 
Hamlet role is by Richard Burton “The Robe” 
Burning” legiter), with Claire Bloom playing Ophelia, Fay Compton 
the Queen and Michael Holdern enacting Polonius. 


pic, “Lady’s Not for 





Report of a couple of weeks ago that 44 members of the disbanded 
NBC Symphony were switching to ABC, to be part of a symphonic 
setup at the rival network, was declared a dead issue by official sources 

~ ° > 
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From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 28 


Valentine, cowboy tv songster, starts an early morning radio show on 
WCAU next month, titled “Country Style.” Program, transcribed for 
5:30 a.m. airing, will feature live songs by star as well as records... 
Station WIP has again launched its twice daily (12:30 and 6 p.m.) 
pollen count for hay fever sufferers. City health department supplies 
the data, ~ aeB.F ois! 


IN CLEVELAND .. « 


Vivien Ives leaves WTAM traffic post for Texas and will be suc- 
ceeded by Dorothy Rinard now with Fuller, Smith & Ross ... WXEL’s 
Alice Weston returned to cooking chores and John Dempsey returns 
io education duties ... TV sets in this area now total 1,039,216 ... 
WGAR sponsors a train to Columbus for “Northern Ohio. Day” at 
state fair... Fisher Foods picked up 17-week tab of “Brown's Quarter- 
back Club” with Coach Paul Brown on the WXEL mike behind pho- 
tographer John Borza’s work . . . Sears latched onto WTAM noon 
news segment ... Ray Eberle hosts WNBK’s 11:15 p.m. Custom Inn 
while Glenn Rowell is on vacation . .. Gold Bond Beer picked up 
Grandview and Randall Park gee-gees on weekly half-hour WNBK 
stint . .. WEOL’s Kenny Vincent tagged best disker in Lorain-Elyria 
in recent contest ... Adventures in Engineering and Science stays 
on for summer WNBK Sunday afternoon run with Cleveland Industry 
sponsoring. ° 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Beckley Smith, Sr., and his wife to Lyons Head, Georgian Bay, for 
a vacation and Backley Smith, Jr., is taking over his pop’s newscasts 
... Art Brown, WENS armouncer, drove to Palo Alto, Calif., to bring 
the family back. His wife and children have been summering there 
with Mrs. Brown’s parents . . . Silvia Sconza Schmidt, organist on 
‘“Happy’s Party” on Channel 2, to Europe for a month to take in 
the music festivals and Johnny Costa is filling in for her . . . Linda 
Campbell has rejoined WWSW in the continuity department, taking 
back the job she vacated last fall to finish her senior year at Penn 
State ... Bob Dickey, the “Finest Fifty” deejay on WJAS, and his 
wife have dated the stork for fall . . ..KQV staff will hold its annual 
picnic at South Park on Aug. 21... Ed Wegener, program manager 
of WQED, and his wife back to their home town of Alexandria, Minn., 
for a vacation ... Tommy Riggs and his wife, Noel, are home again 
after several months in Chicago and may stick around permanently 
if some radio or tv work turns up. 


IN BOSTON ... 


James Lynch, former sales manager for Decca Records and Kelton 
Hi-Fi, has joined WVDA as account executive . . . Hank Elliot has 
ankled the WMEX staff to join. WORL as news director . . . June 
survey shows that tv sets in Hub coverage area now number 1,191,000. 
This is an increase of 4,771 sets since previous survey ... Gus Saunders, 
Yankee Network staffer, is subbing for vacationing Louise Morgan on 
her daily noontime tver, “Shopping Vues” ... Norm Nathan, former 
WMEX staff announcer, has joined the WHDH staff. 


CINCY’S MEDIC SERIES 
IN WLW-T KICKOFF] fe 


Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 

“Let There Be Life,” a weekly 
series of 10 half-hour programs 
originating on WLW-T is de- 
signed to familiarize viewers with 
modern strides in medical care and 
surgery. Presented on Mondays at 
7 p.m. and fed to WLW-D, Dayton, 
a link in Crosley’s Ohio tri-city 
video web. 

Staffers Frank Hart, writer, and 
Nort Locke, producer, worked un- 
der Cincinnati Academy of Medi- 
cine supervision on research and 
readying of series which also bears 
approval of Montgomery County 
Medical Society, Dayton. Blue 
Cross Hospital Care is the sponsor. 


Kay Kyser " 
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MAN-MADE STRUCTURE 
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CBS Channel 9 
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lieved the most recent commercial 
station manager apprdached by 
Kyser, said that the ex-performer 
feit, however, that using top rated 
commercial shows was the most 
realistic approach to building an 
audience. Omission of commercials‘ 
themselves is obviously a conces- 
sion to educational station restric- 
tions. 

In return for sanction of com- 
mercial stations, Kyser offered 
them free programming. Campbell 
said that the implication was made 
that some of that free program- 





TEXACO STAR THEATRE 


Saturdays 





ming supplied by the U. of N. C. 
might include their football games, 
considered a plus by most stations 
in the state. Kyser’s idea in hitting 
the local operators is that he felt 
without their okay he’d never get 
a rise out of the networks. It’s been 
said that various vidpix distribu- 
tors, Ziv among them, are among 
those to be approached by the 
school for shows. 

The college station, due on the 
air shortlyis WUNC-TV, in Chapel 
Hill. (It’s a U.) 

Campbell disclosed the Kyser 
plan at a Broadcast Music, Inc. 
television clinic held in New York 
yesterday (Tues.) and Monday. The 
most immediate reaction was that 
of Claire McCullough, station oper- 
ator and a brainstruster in NARTB, 
who said that commercial tele- 
casters should take a stand against 
suggestions like that made by 
Kyser. He said educational televi-| ¢ 
sion is in direct competition. r 

/ els’ 


Mot.: Wililam Morris Agency 














SPECIAL WEEKLY 


rates 


FROM $17.50 
“TRANSIENT ROOMS ALSO AVAILABLE 


HOTEL Wi i 
A KNOTT , 
HOTEL Madison Ave. & 55th St. 


Ralph Hamrick, Mgr. * New York City 
EVERY DAY 


) 
ON EVERY CHANNEL (Tv) 


BROOKS 
COSTUMES 


3 West bist $1, N.Y 4, -Tol Pt. 7-5000 
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‘Wednesday, August 4, 1954 


VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 





‘$1 





—— 





———— 


‘Television Chatter 





—— 


New York. 


John Doyle and Mike O’Dowd 


tapped for “Telitale Cite” 
Helene Parker’s commercial place- 
ment: Renay Gran on Lilt in 
“Brighter Day,” 


and renewed on “It’s News to Me,” 
Barbara Karen and Susan Harris 
on Amm-i-dent for “Danger,” Noel 
Mills plugging Hoffman Beverage 
on “Children’s Hour” and Rose- 
mary Prinz, back from strawhatter 
with Gene Raymond in Maine, do- 
ing Black flag on “Secret Storm” 
and “Love of Life”... Eva Ger- 
son and Edgar Franken cast for 
“U. S, Steel Hour” in “Oberstrasse 
+49” .. . WNBT travelers: Kenneth 
Banghart to Cape Cod; H. V. Kal- 
tenborn touring world’s trouble 
spots and currently in Paris; John 
O'Keefe vacationing on Long Island 
and Washington, D. C.; Skitch 
Henderson to Baltimore today 
(Wed.) to judge city-wide music 
competition; Evelyn Dybwad, sales 
aide, transferred to KNBC in Fris- 
co. her hometown .. . Tenor Bob 
Whalen guesting on Garry Moore’s 
CBS show today (Wed.) .. . Bill 
Cullen to replace Bert Parks on 
ABC’s “Break the Bank” as Parks 
vacations for stanzas of Aug. 22, 
29 and Sept. 5... Adele Newton 
to appear on Kraft “TV Theatre” 


(NBC) tonight (Wed.) in “The 
Happy Touch,” starring ZaSu Pitts 
.. . Jerry Hellman to work on 


writer procurement and program 
development for Talent Associates 
under copartners: Al Levy and 
David Susskind . . . Jim Hurbert, 
special projects supervisor for 
WNBT-WNBC, now asst. director 
on tv.end ... CBS “Person to 
Person "parade: Coproducer John 
Aaron vacationing at Atlantic 
Beach with family while pard Jesse 
Zousmer spends his off weeks do- 
ing odd chores around his new 


Sands Point home; remote director 
Bob Sammon headed for the Thou- 
sand Islands with family; associate 
ed David Moore working with Irv- 





NALLE ..... 


Piano * Organ ® Celeste 
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57th Street, 118 West Cl 7-1900 
GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL 
Room with Private Bath 
from 95.00 
2 Rooms and Kitchenette 
from 160.00 
Monthly on Lease 
Full Hotel Service for One or Two 


Persons Included 
Also Moderate Monthly Arrangements 





ing Gitlin on one of the latter’s 
“The Search” projects; remote di- 
rector Charles N. Hill down with 
the mumps at his Hartsdale home 


“|—he caught "em from his two 


daughters, Melissa and Pamela... 
Maine Liners: Doug Edwards and 


Happy Talk 


NBC has a potentially lush 
byproduct within its radio 
sphere in the Sunday night 
“Conversation.” Why not an 
album or some fat manuscript 
between covers—or both? Syn- 
day’s (1) palaver turned neatly 
on the private, personal Uto- 
pias of guests Pat Weaver, the 
web’s prexy; Jacques Barzun, 
author and prof of history at 


MILADY TIME 
With Jackie Ford 
60 Mins.; Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. 
Participating. 
KSAN, San Francisce 

Aimed at the homelistening au- 
dience among the large Bay Area 
Negro population, this combination 
disk jockey-women’s interest show 
is emceed by a brisk-talking, alert 
young gal, Jackie Ford. 

The show uses rhythm and blues 
records, culled from the current 
hit parade and occasionally varied 


LISTEN TO THE WITNESS 
With Pauline Frederick, guests 
Producer:. Wade Arnold 
30 Mins.; Sun., 1 p.m. 
NBC, from N. Y. 
“Listen To the Witness” could 
possibly be an informative and 
dramatic airer. It wasn’t on opener 
Sunday (1). Premise of the show is 
to offer listeners eyewitness ac- 
counts of life behind the Iron and _ 
Bamboo Curtains. Reports § are 
given by escapees from those lo- 
cales via a question and answer 


Nancy Reynolds 
on Noxzema for. “News of Day” 






Columbia U., and playwrieht 
Mare Connelly, with Clifton 
Fadiman in the usual host 
post. e 

It was a neat editing job, 
though some of the conversa- 
tion pieces got a bit out of 
hand into the super-intellec- 
tual stratosphere. Nonetheless, 
Fadiman managed to get the 
trio back on the track and the 
half-hour session was as stim- 
ulating an IQ pitch as there 
exists in all of radio. Many an 
intent listener must have been 
so struck by the high quality 
of the roundtable verbiage as 
to make a private wish that 
reprints or waxed reports of 
each stanza be made available 
at a price. Trau. 


family off to the Boothbay Harbor 
region, with WCBS-TV’s Bob Full- 
er just back from there. Also in 
that neighborhood during July 
were newsman Harry Marble and 
his frau, spotted by VARIETY mugg 
Leonard Traube on the main drag 
of Damariscotta, and John Horn of 
“Person to Person” sfaff. Headed 
for North Edgecomb next week is 
Bob Stahl, N. Y. ed of TV Guide. 
Other Maine vacationeers this sum- 
mer include John Derr, the CBS 
(Radio) sports chief, cartoonist R. 
B. Fuller (he draws “Okay Doakes” 
and is Bob Fuller’s father) and 
composer Eugene Weigel (‘Prairie 
Symphony,” etc.), who’s on musical 
Guggenheim fellowship leave from 
U. of Illinois. 

Norris & Siegel have opened ad 
agency office. Dave Siegel, firm 
ae ay yo up old employer, 

terling Television, as first ac- 
count... . . Tom Flynn into flack; GEORGE HAMILTON COMBS 
post at Allen B. DuMont labs. . . .| Producer: Don Coe 
Red Grange to handle color back-| 15 Mins., Sun., 10:15 p.m. 
ground on Aug. 13 All-Star game | ABC, from New York  —s_—. 
via DuMont. . . . Today (Wed.), | In addition to his multiplicity of 
NBC-TV’s “Home” show to feature | radio-tv_ chores, George Hamilton 
film sequences made at the Herald| Combs is on a summer pinchhit- 
Tribune’s Fresh Air Fund camp in ting kick for the ailing, Elmer 
upstate New York... . Chris | Davis on Sunday nights. Leave it 
Schenkel to handle all play-by-play |t0 Combs to put those acidulous 
for N. Y. Giant football away- touches into his text whenever 
games. . . . Constance Collins was | 29ything in world or domestic di- 
upped to administrative assistant |™*°2°°" ° 
and Bob Bloch to account exec by | iN& the incidents 
Dine & Kalmus flackery....Cloris| 224 home affairs 
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in our foreign 
as they unfold 
Lo Friday (6) on “Man In Your | ™ ; 5 
ee Miss Py doing summer | tion with which to sound off. And 
stock, left her WOR-TV telecast | Sound 
for a couple of days. . . . Leon|Proach that scarcely pulls 
Kafka, ex-Dave Alber pub rela- | Punches and has the virtue of let- 
tions man, opening his own shop | ting a listener know where the 
shortly. . . . Max Liebman inked | @nalyst stands. . 

Johnny Kirby to a video contract.| . It doesn’t matter one whit what 
_. . Phil Bernstein, ABC’s column Side of the political fence a dialer 
editor, off to Fire Island for a fort- | 18,0"—-Combs is in there pitching 
night. Castleman Chesley, 
former assistant athletic director 
at U. of Pennsylvania, made ABC- © 
TV program coordinaior. Wili be | 


the what-goes around the globe. 
Trau. 





but 


| year in which the number clicked. 
| Ten-year 
|made: 1909, 1919, 1929, 1939, on | 
Leachman set to sub for Lily | {rom day to day, the veteran com- | the last show caught. The previous | 

| mentator has plenty of ammuni- | 


off he does with an ap-| tra plays and unidentified vocalists | 
any | 5! 


'more melodious than the current | 
|crop, which 
_A minus is the fact the selections | 


than vocal 
‘with those crisp words that are could combine oftener. Show pre- | 


'certain to make a listener reflect |SUMably holds greatest appeal for 
/older dialers. who*are potential 








chiefly responsible for holding to- 
gether NCAA sports events. 


TV Soap Audience 


Chicago Continued from page 23 
Howard Goldberg, fresh out of 

Northwestern U, . added ; 
WBBM-TV writing stable ... Lat- Julia Jones” 
est Electric Assn. survey showed | sults were acclaimed by the soap- 
13,903 tv sets installed in June,| makers. The quality was said to 
bringing the Chi-area total to 1,-| have shown vast improvement over 
682,303 . Hudson dealer Jim live shows. 

Moran renewed his Friday night; It may come as a surprise to 
“Courtesy Hour” musical-variety | tradesmen but the tv audience for 
Show for its fifth year on WBKB soap operas is now greater than that 
color corps addressed the windup , .7 «Stee eae otis 
banquet of the NBC-Northwestern | Sanches, considered a _— 
summer institute Friday night (30) E- $ in the business. “Search For 
_,. June Bentley hosting a cross- | omorrow, one of the leaders, has 
‘the-board hour-long late-evening @ 8teater audience than “I Love 
‘interview show on WICS, Spring- | Lucy in its five-a-week exposure. 
\field .. . WBBM-TV-exec producer “Regardless of what people may 
'Les Weinrott vacationing on Cape | think,” said Craig, “as definitely 
Cod . Frank Sweeney spieling | not the same audience every day. 
the Oklahoma Heating blurbs on} Our records show that one woman 








=| Tom Duggan’s 11:15 p.m. WBKB_ will see a ‘certain serial only six 


| strip . . . WBBM-TV education di- | times a month, which is one of the 
rector Virginia Renaud guestspoke | reasons why the story unfolds so 





to the put five installments of “Heart of | 
on film and the re-/| 


;Zames will. be carried over WGAR 


|Carlings. Last year’s games were 


| play-by-play announcer. \ 


session with interviewer Pauline 
Frederick. A major fault on preem 
was show’s complete lack of spon- 


with a good oldie (a 1927 Duke 
Ellington platter resulted in 25 
phone calls after the show). In be- 
tween disks, Miss Ford chats with | taneity. Proceedifigs had the air of 
guests of interest to the Negro| being scripted, with interviewee 
housewife and gives with home- | tossing off such lines as “I threw 

making hints, fashion news, reci- | caution to the wind” and “the news 
pes, etc. |of his murder sounded like a clap 

When dialed (28) two guests, of thunder.” 

Gertrude Wheeler of a charm; QOjf-the-cuff answers to queries 
school, and Josephine Humphries, would undoubtedly result in more 
a fashion model, were interviewed. | interesting sessions and enhance 
Miss Ford is a topnotch interview-' the “I was there” status of those 
er, handling guests and questions | being interrogated. Also, the prob- 
deftly. She has a warm, friendly ability of registering emotional 
personality, a good knowledge of | impact would be heightened. A 
music and chats knowingly about | Russian engineer and a former po- 
‘the records she spins. This show, lice commissioner in Manchuria 
only one of its kind currently aired | guested on kickoff stanza. Informa- 
here, has only been on in this for-| tion rendered by them impressed 
mat a few weeks and should build | as being of a routine nature, with 
into a solid commercial package. (the apparent pre-broadcast map- 





Rafe. | ping out the questions and answers 

—_—_— | leaving program completely void of 

MUSICAL YEAR BOOK |any shading in what added up to 

With Paul Flanagan .| | out-and-out anti-Communist propa- 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m. | gandizing. 


W. A. CASE & SON 
WTRY, Troy 

Paul Flanagan turns back the 
pages to recorded musical hits of 
bygone days and other generations, 
on scripted program of small cost 
smooth presentation — for 
Norge products. A brief commen-_ 
tary sets the background of the | 


| Airer wound up with a pitch to 
| dialers to submit any suggestions 
they might have as to how the 
emigrees from Red domination, 
who appear on the show, can be 
gainfully employed for the good of 
the country. Jess, 





John Cleghorn Named 
To Gen. Teleradio Board 


Memphis, Aug. 2. 

John Cleghorn, general manager 
of WHBQ and WHBQ-TV, has been 
named a veepee and member of 
the board of directors of General 
Teleradio of New York, which re- 
cently purchased the AM and tv 
operations here on lease basis from 
Harding College. 


leaps are sometimes 


day, Franz Lehar’s tunes were | 
highlighted. An unnamed orches- | 


n gs 
Overall, the numbers’ sound 


is a listening plus. | 


seem to be given more instrumental | 
treatment. The two* 





| 











, buyers of the merchandise adver- 
| tised. Flanagan handles the intro- 
; ductions well and does the spieling 
competently. Jaco. 


WGAR’s Grid Melon 


Cleveland, Aug. 3. 
Browns pro grid 


Cleveland 


this season under sponsorship of 





carried by WTAM. ' 

Bill McColgan will do the play- 
by-play in the 17-game schedule 
with Ken Coleman doing color 
during the pre-season and Bill 
Mayer during regular schedule. 
Coleman who did the radio play- 
by-play last year takes over WXEL 
out-of-town Browns’ stints assisted 
by John Fitzgerald on_ color. 
McColgan was last year’s video 











Eileen BARTON 


LATEST CORAL RELEASE 


SWAY 


Dir.: William Morris Agency 


































Custom Shirt Makers 


to Stage, TV & Screen Stars 
SPECIALIZING IN 
DRESS and SPORT SHIRTS 


4 Fred Sanders, Jue. 


fej 77 W. 47th $t., NYC, Ploze 7-865 






















FOR RENT 


Right at Central Park, newly fur- 
nished 1/2 room apt. with kitchen 
and bath. Suitable 2 girls or couple. 
MICHAEL M, BARANY, SU 7-4305 
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SHOW MATERIAL 


On United Nations themes for non- 
Profit educational organization. 
Publicity credit but no remunera- 
tion, Miss Steiner, AAUN, 345 
East 46 Street, New York, ... 














jat the Catholic Audio-Visual Edu- 
catiors convention here yesterday 
'(Tues.) . . Singer Mimi Benzell 
|}and Chi Sox manager Paul Rich- 
|ards guesting on WNBQ's “It’s a 
‘Curious Thing” panel tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) ... Nell Clarke into 
cast of NBC-TV’s “A Time to Live” 
... Phillip Lewis, head of Chicago 
|Teachers College education depart- 
|; ment, and Dinny Bruce co-featured 
|on WBBM’s-TV’s -“Here How” 
which bows Sunday (8). 


Amos Baron’s Switch 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Amos Baron, manager of ABC’s 
;owned and operated radio station 
here, has been moved over to the 
management of the net’s o & o tv 
station, KABC-TV. He succeeds 





wee | Frank King, resigned. John Han- 


son, with the net’s KGO in Frisco, 
becomes manager of the radio out- 
let. 

Ken Craig, recently with CBS 


affairs, was named program direc- 
tor in Hollywood for the ABC-TV 
network, replacing Jim Beach. 
Craig has had long experience in 
radio and tv with agencies and 
networks in the east. 





Omaha—Starr Yelland last week 
was named director of sports and 
special projects for KLZ and 
KLZ-TV, Denver. Yelland recently 
resigned from KOA, Denver, where 
he had been a staff, announcer for 
14 years. 





radio here as director of business | 


slowly. 

Craig is now shopping for an- 
| other night time show on tv for 
;}next season to promote two new 
|P & G products. He took off over 
| the weekend for two-week auto 
| junket along the coast. 











Welfare, Pension 


Continued from page 21 








cal of this field it appears nearly 
impossible for the individual to 
make adequate provision for his 
years of retirement, and_ since 
‘there is a multiplicity ef employ- 
| ers, who are not all large and 
istable and able themselves to es- 
‘tablish plans even if there were 
ithe long-continuing employee-em- 
ployer relationship which in most 
leases permits establishment of in- 
dividual company pension plans,” 

The Segal firm’s report stated: 
|“Because of the diversity of em- 
'ploying units and because of em- 





| ployment turnover, it is not a sit- 
‘uation in which employers can be 
expected to establish a _ pattern 
which AFTRA can then seek to im- 
prove. 

“It is, rather, a case in which a 
vacuum will exist where the only 
practical and effective answer will 
ltake the form of an industry-wide 
|pension fund and where that an- 
|swer can be made a reality only by 
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LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
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Each film in the series a real thriller! The vast sports- 
loving public will make this a must. Wonderful close- 
ups! Sensational follow-thru on the action! Cham- 
pionship Bowling at its best. 


A SMASH HIT in Chicago when it was 
telecast live! 


Increased the sets in use 40%. Had an 11.4 ARB 
ot 11:00 to 12:00 midnight Tuesday nights—more 
viewers than the other three competing stations com- 
bined! It was the most talked-about nighttime show FEATURING 


in town. Chicago sports pages gave the matches The World’s Greatest Bowlers 


great coverage. Chicago Bowling Alleys gave it en- » BUDDY BOMAR 
thusiastic merchandising cooperation. . pictured above) Ea 
DON CARTER ‘g 


: F P . JOE WILMAN 
Championship Bowling will get rt speak 
RESULTS... Just read this letter: ED KAWALICS 


PAUL KRUMSKE 
BILL LILLARD 
JUNIE McMAHON 
BUZ FAZIO 
JOE KRISTOF 
CARMEN SALVINO 
ROBBY ROBINSON 
and others | 





DE MET PONTIAC, INC. 


S198 Ww NORTH A NE NATIONAL 22: 








CHICAGO 39, ILLINOIS 
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| 
June 16, 1954 
Walter Schwimmer Productions, Inc, 


75 East Wacker Drive . 
Chicago 1, Illinois 





Gentlemen: 


Directly as a result of the "Cham- 
pionship Bowling" program, we made 
thousands of new friends and actual-= 
ly sold over 1553 new automobiles 
and 3100 used cars. Almost every=- 
body who visits our show rooms men- 
tions the program and tells how 
much they enjoyed it. 


s truly 3 y : | | 
i > ‘| , 








Pete > 





Sip m vA i oe 
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This is a FIRST-RUN, BRAND-NEW for major cash awards. It’s got the 
SERIES (made in 1954) of 26 one- big element that puts a wallop into 
hour bowling films featuring Match a TV sports show—SUSPENSE! All the 
Elimination Games between the _ top stars under our exclusive con- 
Champions of the Bowling World... _ tract. No show like it on the market! 


Exciting! Suspensetul! Terrific | 








wseweSTrlU Sl ODS ll OSTCCSSC( ‘<‘_C 






aden enhensaaate 
seepetmeneee a 


lts New! Its a Winner! Hs a Natural ! 


This is the first quality sports show ever put on film for TV. 



















Can be programmed in ‘‘fringe’’ time—and will be the 
rating:‘leader overnight, regardless of what's programmed 


against it... even the best feature film in the market. 


Write, phone or wire for descriptive brochure and prices. 
Audition reel to stations and agencieson request. 
(Frankly, folks, we only have a limited number available on 


CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING, so its really a matter of first 


come, first served.) 










PRODUCTIONS, INC. 









75 East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1—FRanklin 2-4392 
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Frieda's Columbus 
'V Grant Dissent; 
Fears Monopoly 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

Question of monopoly over the 
media of mass communications was 
raised by Comr. Frieda Hennock 
last week in a sharp dissent to 
the agency’s grant io Birney Imes, 
Jr., of his application for tv chan- 
nel 4 in Columbus, Miss. Imes 
gave up an ultra high permit to 
apply for the V. 

Because of Imes’ ownership of 
the only daily newspaper, the Com- 
mercial Dispatch, in Columbus, his 
radio station (WCBI) there, and 
two other radio outlets within an 
85-mile distance, Miss Hennock 
saw a “basic and serious question” 
in adding to Imes’ mass media op- 
erations by granting him the only 
VHF channel in the area. In view 
of the possibility of “undue concen- 
tration of mass media in derogation 
of the public interest in access to 
views and information from diverse 
sources,” Miss Hennock felt there 
should be a hearing on the appli- 
cation. 

“The attenuation of healthy com- 
petition among local mass media,” 
Comr. Hennock asserted, “becomes 
painfully visible in many commu- 
nities in other parts of the country 
where the local economy is even 
better able to support competing 
media than here. This underscores 
the responsibility of the Commis- 
sion for ascertaining fully the real 
extent to which applicant domi- 
nates mass media in the Columbus 
area. Just the bare facts contained 
in the application as to mass media 
owned by applicant indicate clear- 
ly a concentration of control which, 
however, cannot be fully and re- 
alistically assessed without elicit- 
ing the full facts in a hearing.” 

In addition to WCBI, Imes owns 
WELO in Tupelo, WNAG in Gre- 





nada. WMOX in Meridian, and 
WROX in Clarksville, all in 
Mississippi. 





Down Memphis- Way 
They’re Simply Nuts 
About Slander Suits 


Memphis, Aug. 3. 

Robert (Bob) Venn, originator 
and owner of the Talkathon, which 
has been used in this state for the 
past several weeks in the current 
political campaign, has now 
jumped aboard the 
and has filed $100,000 damage suit 
against the Memphis Press-Scimi- 
tar, Scripps-Howard p.m. daily, 
and editor Edward J. Meeman. 

Venn, erstwhile manager of 
WMIE. Miami indie, has been 
supervising the talkathons in this 
state by Rep. Pat Sutton (Dem., 
Tenn).. who is battling Sen. Estes 
Kefauver for the senior senatorial 
seat here. The primaries are sked- 
ded for Aug. 5. Sutton has already 
been sued for some $3,000.290 by 
Edward Lamb, Ohio tv and radio 
owner and a Washington, D.C., 
newsman. 

Venn based his suit on a Page 
One story in the Press-Scimitar 
bylined by Jack Roberts and date- 


lined in Miami and charged the 
story “false, malicious and libel- 
ous.” The onetime Miami radio 


skipper said that this Roberts story 
in the P-S “imputes that I was con- 
nected with a bookie wire owned 
by Mickey McBride and was a 
protege of McBride but these are 
not the facts.” Venn through his 
Memphis barrister Caruthers Ewing 
State that he did work for a radio 
station in which McBride 
minoritys stockholder, but 


corporate merger and Venn worked 
for the other corporation first, 
Caruthers pointed out in his suit. 

Venn also stated that he (Venn) 
got the impression “that the Press- 
Scimitar wanted readers to think 
anyone I (Venn) am associated with 
is bad.” 


‘Big Joe’ to WMGM 


WMGM, N.Y. radio indie, has 
inked gabber “Big Joe” Rosenfield 
to a midnight to 2 ayem strip, 
starting Aug. 9. 

His show, called “The Happiness 
Exchange” and capitalizing on the 
charity angle, quit WVNJ, Newark, 
around July 1, when the station 
reportedly decided to cut down on 
late nighttime programming: and 
@ul out all remotes: 





“suit brigade” | 


Was a! 
Mec- 
Bride’s interest was the result of a | 


(Continued from page 22) 


TV Networks’ °54-5 Nighttime Linenp 








- "9:00 Masquerade gl) ere 


_ SUPIKE SE CD: vcr coreserwsiere Kraft TV Theatre. 


Kraft Foods 


































































































Remington ...... jas ono COMIN ie bcc eee che a oes 
_ Knomark - 
Pe RNR a Sp cdaeen 0 63 6 AR OR I’ve Got @ Secret. 6 ise n es 
R. J. Reynolds ; ba Csacas: 
Oe AE. Gare s one Oe phe 0 oc ee CE eee eee eux ...+.--This Is Your Life 
een eee ee Pabst au scm Te cakes Hazel Bishop 
“ #- Every fourth week, Best of B’way 
(10 to 11) Westinghouse 
THURSDAY 
P.M. ABC CBS NBC ; 
5: 2° pf ley oNegeE (No Web Service) .........+-+++- (No Web Service) 
Realemon 
“7:30 Lone Ranger (film)........ gt * a a Dinah Shore 
Gen. Mills..+........... Pall: Wlall... . .. S50. lies wren Chevrolet 
7:45 5 Sane PROUT i. . hii 0 SN Sho ow News Caravan 
e Gen. Elec................++++- Camel 
8:00 .- Possibly HeUr: ... 4k cakes Ray Milland Show (film)......... Groucho Marx (film) 
Dramatic Show... . 60... <7 Gem Ble. i. ie. See weeeee De Soto 
For J. W. Thompson.... 
B30 -GBee Abovel.. iis. 6 Weide Chrvdier: SOTaes . isis 655 Vows. sue Justice 
CPG ROE eS rie bake Coe aoa} Borden Co. 
t ——————— = — 
bh: OG. Spey FPO. onsen a0 5 dare OTS ed eed ae Date eae Dragnet (film) 
> Fie i aE Liggett & Myers 
“9:30 TV Theatre........ ae. Ge 4 Star Playhouse (film).......... Ford Theatre (film) 
Kraft : Singer Sewing................ Ford Motor 
Parker Pen 
10:00 ™ Public Defender (film)........... Lux Video Theatre 
Philip Morris...............-. Lever Bros. 
10:30 (No Web Service).......... Ware That .2UR6) 20.5 5 sa. Sede ¥e "= 
Carter 
FRIDAY 
P.M. ABC ’ CBS NBC 
7:15 John Daly CEG Ge OTVIOR) 6 os ns aca Be tees (No Web Service) 
7:30 Artful Miss Dodger (film).. Doug. Edwards......... Dg igi hace Eddie Fisher Coke Time ~ 
Gen Mills RS TE Re eee a Ae ee. Ta, Sey Bars Coca-Cola 
7:45 7 Ey COI so oc oe WR cele a ok News Caravan 
. BO ae ea er Camel 
8:00 Ozzie & Harriet (film)..... OE cao os A aici ae eee: Oo (Probably Red Buttons for Pontiac) 
FICROORRS 5 kk 5 4s Shes Gen. Foods 
a Ee nas Fee 
8:30 Ray Bolger Show (film)...Topper (film)... .05 occ ce scccess Life of Riley (film) 
Thin Se FIGe ee ss cas Bes Ah.. WOON 5 cn oe cee ete ahs Gulf Oil 
Dorothy Gray 
9:00 Dollar a Second........... Playhouse of Stars (film)......... Big Story (film) 
Mogan DAVIGs :. vec cca RCT IEE a: cae. CER TS EOS oS Simmons Co. 
Amer. Tob. 
9:30  Stetiing Orme |. 6.cu-. Oude Our Miss Brooks (fifm)........... Dear Phoebe (film) 
A a (Show Not Set).......... Gen. POOG 5 Or wip 9 es on Fe Campbell Soup 
O00 QOOGR Siwrd eh Sa 2 he cume Lin@en:. osc. ee ee i Cavalcade of Sports 
% Brown & Williamson. 22... 0c. Gillette 
10:30 (No Web Service)......... Person té6 Person... 6... 04s cade es ** (to conclusion) 
Noxzema 
Hamm Brewing 
Amer. Oil 
10:45 (No Web Service)......... - : Greatest Moments in Sports (film, 
live) Mutual of Omaha 
SATURDAY 
_P.M. ABC CBS NBC 





| 7:00 Open. 


(No Web Service ) 





7:30 Dottie Mack Show 
‘Not Sold) 


RO TE RR. (No Web Service) 





Beat the Clock 





8:00 Dance Party 


POPE TS Be SER Ethel & Albert 








: _Sylvania ee Pees vere re Sunbeam 

.Jackie Gleason..................Mickey Rooney (film) 
SRIMOR Sioa satis cw ches 2a Pillsbury 
Nestle. Green Giant 


ee ee 





Probably The Duke 
Toni Co. 





9:00 Sat. Nite Fites.......... 


.Two for the Money 





Imogene Coca Show 





OT Gg RE hee SR ay ar E: BMCRMOREOL b- 6's o c/o u dak axis sun Johnson & Johnson 
Lewis Howe 
S.O.S. 
Griffin 
9:30 ry eee ete i aie en ieee My Favorite Husband............Jimmy Durante 

BD as a oo cas Oa alt. with 

Bree ES ie Donald O'Connor 
Texas Co. 





9:45 Fight Talk (Co-op). ... 


oe 


“ 





10:00 Stork Club (Participating) That’s My Boy 


Plymouth 


Geo. Gobel Show 
Armour 
Pet Milk 

9 to 10:30, Max Liebman Specs 
every fourth week 











:30 (No Web Service)......... 


— 


Oldsmobile 
ee: 3 TOUS. 6. ocx. oe ee Hit Parade 
COrlok <i6-03 seek ee Amer. Tob. 


Warner-Hudnut 




















Tincher, KVTV, Sioux City, and 
others, 


McCollough BMI Keynoter 


Continued from page 23 








; work assignments,” he said. “we 
have somehow or other~ given the 


lough is that program and produc- 
tion personnel at the tele stations 
need to confer in more detail, map- 
ping out “the likely needs of the 
advertiser.” 
fine selling points,” a salesman can 
pitch programs “which realistically 
| reflect the ability and skill of the 





McCollough’s address keynoted| impression that each task must be | *!@{ to produce week after week 


the N. Y. BMI session at which|done by a different individual, 1| Without 
should like to suggest that this is | 
and one | 


| there were roughly 150 tele station 
| representatives, mostly East Coast- 
;ers. McCollough observed that 
there are “a whole new set of defi- 
nitions for the kinds of jobs done 
by employees in the television in- 
| dustry. While it is true that many 
of.them bear considerable resem- 
blance to comparable jobs in radio. 
still we have found it advisable to 
classify them in somewhat distinc- 
tive categories.” 

“In the very process of giving 


“new ‘end: separate status'to many * 


an incorrect concept, 
| which will tend to multiply prob- 
| lems and expenses in the future.” 
| McCollough went on to say that he 
recognized “the great temptation” 


to try duplicating “the lush setups” 


/ in the larger network originating 
| centers, but what the station execs 
‘must decide “what is rich enough 

and what is too rich for our indi- 
| vidual television constitutions to 
' Stand.”’ ' 


Another point made by McCol- 


undue burden at any 


point,” 


| Other speeches were delivered at 
the N. Y. BMI sessions by Charles 
| Vanda, WCAW-TY, Philadelphia; 
| Larry Rogers, WSAZ-TYV, Hunting- 
| ton, W. Va.; George Torge, WBEN- 
TV, Buffalo; Vie Campbell, WBAL- 
|TV, Baltimore; George Patterson, 
|WAVE-TYV, Louisville: Kenyon 
Brown, KWFT-TV, Wichita Falls 
| Tex.; Norm Gittleson, WJAR-TV. 
Providence; Robert Burton, BMI: 
Richard Day; NBC: and Len Greer, 
WGVL-TY, Greenvilte,, S“@, 


“Forearmed with the | 








Lamb Denied Bill 
Of Particulars On 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

Despite pressure by the. Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
the FCC stuck to its guns last week 
in refusing to give Edward Lamb. 
broadcaster-publisher, the bill of 
particulars he has demanded on 
the Commission’s charges that he 
was once associated with Commu- 
nist organizations. However, the 
agency made some concessions by 
giving Lamb “a resume of basic 
allegations” which it hoped would 
“facilitate the disposition of the 
proceedings,” now-scheduled to be- 
gin Sept. 15 before Examiner Her- 
bert Sharfman. 

Whether Lamb will be satisfied 
with the Commission’s “resume,” 
which omits names of witnesses to 
be called and sources of disloyalty 
charges, seemed doubtful. Former 
Atty. Gen. J. Howard McGrath, 
Lamb’s counsel, served notice at a 
pre-hearing conference July 20 
with Examiner Sharfman that he 
would go to the Supreme Court in 


an effort to obtain a bill of par- 


ticulars if it were denied him by 
the Commission. It was at this con- 
ference that Sharfman granted Mc- 
Grath’s request for postponement 
of the hearings (originally sched- 
uled for July 28) until the Com- 
mission could act on a letter from 
Senate Commerce Committee 
Chairman John W. Bricker (R-O.) 
conveying the “unanimous” feeling 
of the members that Lamb is en- 
titled to know the specific charges 
to be brought and the names of 
his accusers. 

The Commission concessions, 
made in a “memorandum opinion 
and order,” was officially in re- 
sponse to a motion filed by Lamb 
July 15 with the Examiner to defer 
the hearings until such time as Mc- 
Grath can prepare his defense. 
This motion was. coupled with a 
request for detailed infoi‘mation of 
the evidence on which the Com- 
mission has based its charges. In 
view of Chairman Bricker’s letter 
to the Commission, . Examiner 
Sharfman postponed.the hearings. 

The order directed the Broad- 
cast Bureau, which will represent 
the Commission at the hearings, 
to furnish by Aug. 15 “a specifica- 
tion of the alleged false statements 
of Edward Lamb (denying dis- 
loyalty) and the other basic facts 
which are planned to~-be estab- 
lished.” ‘ 

The Commission said it Wes not 
believe that Lamb is entitled to in- 
formation as to witnesses and 
sources. “The object of pleadings 
in the nature of a bill of partic- 
ulars,” it said, “is to-_provide more 
definite information to enable a 
paity to understand the nature of 
the charges against him. This 
should prevent surprise and per- 
mit the proper preparation of a 
party’s defense. The purpose of 
such pleadings is not to furnish the 
opposing party with the names of 
witnesses and other evidentiary in- 
formation by which the moving 
party expects to establish the facts 
on which he relies.” 


Sam Fuller, McGarrett 
Injured in Auto Crash 


Sam Fuller, NBC-TV national 
program director, and George Mc- 
Garrett, head of daytime tv for the 
network, are in Nyack Hospital, 
N. Y., as result of injuries sus- 
tained when the ¢ar in which they 
were riding to McGarrett’s sum- 
mer home at New City, N. Y., 
over the weekend, careened and hit 
a pole. 

Neither was seriously injured 
but they are being detained at the 
hospital this week for further treat- 
ment and observation. 


ABC-TV’s Golf Clients 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 
ABC-TV will telecast the closing 
rounds of the Tam O’Shanter All- 
American and World Golf Cham- 
pionship tourneys next Sunday ‘8) 
and the following week (15). Both 
pickups will be co-oped by the we) 
with Florsheim Shoe Co, buying 
the championship meet on WBKB, 
Chicago, WABC-TV, New York and 

WXYZ-TV, Detroit. ’ 
Chicago Plastering Institute will 
bankroll the All-American finals on 








| WBKB, 
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TV-FILMS 





| LATE LIVE SHOWS DOOM PIX 





~ Vidpix Cleans Its House 


The word’s gone out to the vidpix syndicators that they can 
go peddle their product elsewhere unless they go easy on the 
excessive brutality stuff. Apparently those Parent-Teacher, civic 
group undercurrents and uprisings as to how the tv pix are ex- 
posing the kids to lust and a yen for bloodthirst have had the 
desired effect, for not only stations but agencies are beginning 
to scream: “Clean it up—that’s the new way the client wants it.” 
The beer companies, for one, are almost unanimous in telling 
the vidpix syndicators to “make them healthy—or else.” 

Young & Rubicam appears to be in the vanguard in trying to 


set the new agency example on telefilm buys. 


In talking nego- 


tiation for sponsorship of the CBS Film Sales “Whistler” series, 
the web syndicators were told fiatly they’d have to revise the 
scripts completely in accordance with the Y & R code on good 


vidpix behavior. 








Better Living Comes Up With ‘How To’ 
Formula on Feature Pix Slotting 


The science of scheduling fea-+ 


ture films has improved to such 
a degree that a major advertiser 
in 40 markets has actually found 
what type pix bring the ultimate 
in sales returns at certain hours. 
A mail order firm, doing $4,000,000 
in annual television advertising 
has formulated a pattern for sta- 
tion programmers to guide them 
in buying and placing features. In- 
dications are now that extensive 
coin has been wasted because most 
features, after one or two tele runs, 
are considered mere time fillers. 


Unquestionably a great deal of 
thinking has gone into finding ap- 
propriate times for feature pix ex- 
posures but scheduling certain 
film properties within those hours 
has been pretty much a haphazard 
affair. Chief exception has been 
western films during the times for 
juve viewership. - Better Living, 
the mail order house capitalizes on 
that exception and has established 
a few rigid rules of its own as to 
what'll bring the most for the 
money. After four years of trial 
snd error, the outfit, steered by 
the combination merchandising- 
advertising outfit of Wolf, Gelrod 
& Wolf feels that every cent spent 
now is justified in light of sales 
returns. Al Wolf, one of the three 
company braintrusters, said mail 
order results are “far more indica- 
tive” of how and what to program 
“than any rating made.” In New 
York where, incidentally, half of 


(Continued on page 40) 


WCBS-TV's New 
Flock of Telepix 


WCBS-TV, N. Y., has acquired 
29 important telepix from three 
companies and will start unreeling 
the lot in September-October. 
Nine of the films are from Atlantic 
Television with some of the prod- 
uct released in 1949 and the rest 
with 1953-54 tags.- Of the nine, 
one each are British, Cuban and 
Australian-made. Eight in the 
“Bulldog Drummond” series origi- 
Nally produced by Paramount are 
from Governor Television. Stars 
are John Barrymore (in three), 
John Howard (four) and Ray Mil- 
land (one). 


Five pix are from Cheryl TV 
and seven from Quality Tele- 
Vision, Topping the latter are 
Charles Boyer in “First Legion” 
£1951) and Robert Montgomery in 
Eye Witness” (1950), with others 
being George Sanders and Herbert 
Marshall in “Capt. Blackjack”; Ida 
Lupino and Nino Martini in “Guy 
Desperado,” and Miss Lupino and 
Francis Lederer in “One Rainy 
Afternoon.” 


Sinatra Vidpix Series 


_ Los Angeles, Aug. 3 
, Frank Sinatra plans to make his 
anitiat entry into the vidpix field. 
»“inger and Jack Entratter, topper 
at the Sands Hotel, Las Vegas, are 
Jointly underwriting a pilot on a 


Series to be called “Frank Sinatra 
Presents.” 








a is believed that half-hour pic 
he be mostly musical. Most of 
® lensing is to be done in Las 








Vegas, 
etn 








So Knock on Wood 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 

So nobody listens to the ra- 
dio anymore? Ask the switch- 
board gals at the various Chi 
radio stations visited by 
Danny Kaye last week on his 
guesting rounds plugging his 
“Knock On Wood” pic. Comic, 
as he was being interviewed, 
went through the routine that 
maybe they were talking to 
themselves and invited the 
listeners, if any, to call the 
station and say so. 

They did, completely jam- 
ming the switchboard at WGN 
when he was chinning with 
Ernie Simon; at WMAQ when 
he visited Merry Merryfield, 
and at WIND when he pulled 
the bit on the Eddie Hubbard 
show. 


a 


Multiple Film 
Exposure Raked 
At BMI Clinic 


Blasts were levelled at multiple 
film exposure by Charles Vanda, 
veep at WCAU-TV, Philly, and 
Larry Rogers, veep at WSAZ-TV, 
Huntington, W..Va. The two men 
maintained there wasn’t sufficient 
audience to justify such exposure. 

In opposition, a WFIL-TV, Phil- 
ly, spokesman found the method 
of exposure very successful. 


Vanda labelled as “stupid” re- 
peating a feature film, for example, 
several times in one week. He 
felt that using a show six or eight 
times over a period of 18 months 
is about enough. Vanda spots the 
feature pix over that length of 
time because only then can he be 
relativeJy certain that he'll get a 
“different viewership.” r 

Rogers said: “It’s surprising to 
find how little turnover there is. 
People sit in front of their tele- 
vision sets from seven until one, 
and defy us to duplicate a show.” 

Comments by the two station 
managers were made at a meeting 
in. N.Y. of video station operators 
that was sponsored by Broadcast 
Music, Ine. 

From the floor, at the two-day 
meeting, came a different point of 
‘view about multiple exposure of 
vidfilm. Chet Cooper, for WFIL- 
TV, cited the success his station 
had with “Ramar of the Jungle.” 
WFIL-TV, he pointed out, uses the 
half-hour adventure series twice 
daily, five times a week. Once the 
station runs through the 52 ‘‘Ram- 
ar” vidfilms, it starts over. The 
WFIL rep said that the show, 
despite the intense saturation, was 
still popular with Philly tele view- 
ers and it continues to bring in 
station revenue. 


~. 








Exee veep Michael Sillerman of 
TPA has tapped Ed R. Lewis, ex- 
sales manager of Telenews, as an 
account exec headquartered in 


New Orleans with the deep south 
under his, wing, y9. ,). .) 4 ¢ 


TONIGHT’ GLIGK 
AS PAGE-SETTER 


There’s a growing conviction that 
the forthcoming Steve Allen “To- 
night” show on NBC-TV may cue 
a whole new appraisal of the role 
of feature films in the scheme of 
late night programming on tv sta- 
tions. If, as NBC fully anticipates, 
“Tonight” duplicates the success 
of the early morning “Today” show 
and sets a new pattern in before- 
and-after-mdnight attractions, it’s 
considered a cinch that the rival 
networks will follow suit and ex- 
tend a similar bid to the affiliate 
stations to latch on to live network 
shows. 

At stake is an investment of mil- 
lions of dollars and companies ded- 
icated to the perpetuation of grind- 
ing out the chopped-up-for-tv fea- 
ture pix (mostly vintage product). 
Should “Tonight” spark a univers- 
al trend, it raises the question 
as to how such outfits as General 
Teleradio can recoup on its heavy 
investment in its newly-acquired 
batch of still-unreleased-for-tv fea- 
ture films if the big affiliated sta- 
tions in the major markets scrap 
their late night pic showcasing and 


live shows. 

Expansion of the present WNBT, 
N. Y., Allen show into the two- 
hour “Tonight” network offering 
will naturally invite an immediate 
lopoff of the station’s post-midnite 
features. Affiliates carrying ‘‘To- 
night” will also drop their late 
night pix. Should CBS ditto and 
go live, the New York WCBS-TV 
flagship’s ‘“‘Late Show” would also 
go by the boards, as would the 
CBS affiliates’ slotting of features. 
The ABC anchor station in N. Y. 
now spotlights the Jerry Lester late 
night show and should that net- 
work go live, it’s: assumed that, as 
with Allen, Lester will get the web 
nod, which would automatically 
siphon off features from many of 
the ABC-TV affiliates. 

Naturally it will still leave less 
important time periods, and the tv 
indies to carry the feature pix 
torch, but the big revenue in rent- 
als comes from the top stations in 
the major markets—and these, al- 
most right down the line, are 
pledged to a network allegiance. 

Few quality pix have hit the tv 
screen to date, the Hollywood 
moguls having done a _ successful 
job on the whole in effecting a 
video boycott. As result, tv’s been 
inundated with B features, repeat- 
ed ad infinitum to the degree 
where the viewer today would more 
than welcome a respite and a re- 
turn to live programming. 


TV FILM PROMOTER 





Houston, Aug. 3. 
John van Geldern, a promoter 
who has plugged Houston as the 
coming center of tv film produc- 
tion, was indicted for perjury by 
the Harris County Grand jury. 
The indictment charged him with 
making a false statement in apply- 
ing for a charter for Valiant In- 
vestments, Inc., a holding com- 
pany for Valiant Film Productions, 
Inc. 
In his sworn application May 6 


claimed his company had received 
$25,000 for 50,000 shares of stock, 
which was 10% of the total author- 
ized shares. 

Actually, the 50,000 shares had 
not been bought and “no consid- 
eration whatsoever had been re- 
ceived by the said company” the 
indictment charged. 

Bond for van Geldern was set at 
$1,500. 





‘Mandrake’ Castings 


Peter Fernandez and Marian 
\Russell (Mrs. Fernandez) were 
flown to Bermuda yesterday 


drake the Magician” shooting 


Monday (9). 


**Mandrake” is a half-hour series 


magico-actor 





BONG, i, gd dnt tf dee 


link up for the coaxial ride on the f 


INDICTED IN TEXAS 


the indictment said, van Geldern | 


(Tues.) for a sequence on “Man- | 





Goodson-Todman Eye Vidpix Marts 
With Ousted ‘Web’ as First Entry 





‘Late Show’ Winnah 
Steve Allen’s NBC-TV show 
doesn’t enter the late night 
lists until the end of Septem- 
ber, but meantime WCBS-TV’s 
feature films continue to domi- 
nate against the live comics in 
New York. Here’s how the sta- 
tion’s “Late Show” paced the 
ARB ratings during July (11:30 
to midnight): 
Jerry Lester (WABC-TV). .04 


Ernie Kovacs (WABD)..... 0.6 
Steve Allen (WNBT) ...... 4.0 
bt ee ae Orley 22 5.0 
Late BROW 46 2s4 5th ccass 6.7 


Heinz Studio yi 
DuM Deal Accents 
Web & Spot Trend 


Getting a network to arrange 
much of the lineup for a sponsored 
vidpix series instead of using the 
normally-accepted national spot 
booking method has become a 
definite trend within the last 30 
days. Latest step in that direction 
was taken by H. J. Heinz, for its 
new half-hour film series, through 
DuMont. And like its precedent- 
making predecessor, the deal made 
by Kellogg with ABC-TV early in 
July, the Heinz setup is neither 
fish nor fowl in that it’s not en- 
tirely network nor entirely na- 
tional spot. 

Heinz, making its initial bow in 
television through its “Studio 57” 
(produced by MCA), is seeking 33 
markets, an approximated half of 
them coming in as DuMont affili- 
ates. ABC-TV set up a 25-station 
hookup (over and above normal 
national spot placements) for 











Bill Hickok” series. The Kellogg 
buy had its repercussions among 
spot.rep outfits, and the DuMont 


concern, largely because it makes 
evident that agencies find the 
method a great money saver over 
national spot. More sponsors 
wouid use network lineups for vid- 
pix stanzas if the time were avail- 
able. As it stands, though, NBC- 


time available for such 
DuMont and ABC-TV (the latter 
to a much lesser degree) have the 
time but not all tl markets vari- 
ious sponsors need. Hence, the ad- 
vent of deals like Kellogg’s and 
Heinz’s, where large coin savings 
are made by letting the web buy 
markets for the sponsor. . 

The station rep organizations 
show hard feelings over this be- 


(Continued on page 40) 


PEAK RELEASES 
FOR ZIV’S ‘TOP 3’ 


In a semi-annual sales report, 
Ziv showed that its five top vidpix 
| series have each been sold in all 
but a few of the country’s 60 ma- 
jor tele markets. Only 19 of the 
possible 300 sales opportunities 
open to the company have not been 
firmed. 

M. J. Rifkin, Ziv sales veep, cited 
examples: “Mr. District Attorney,” 
| released last April, has been sold 
|in all but three of the 60 top mar- 
| kets; “I Led Three Lives” in all 
but two, “Favorite Story” in all 
but two; “Cisco Kid” is missing in 
four, and “Boston Blackie” lost out 
in only ‘five. 

The Ziv tele operation in multi- 











| 


|; market sales has risen 30%, 
cording to Rifkin. Multi-market 
sales billings are running at the 
|rate of $6,500,000 a year. All told, 


there. Acting pair will return next | there have been around 90 con-| Spaeth as 


| tracts involving over 1,800 stations. 
Tops in that line have been the 


in 34 markets and ‘“Ever- 
sharp Theatxe’”’ in A2, markets. ,, 


Kellogg’s “Superman” and “Wild | 


deal is expected to cause greater | 


TV and CBS-TV have no more | 
offers; | 


ac- | 


+ The Goodson & Todman packag- 


ing outfit, which until now has 
restricted its activities to live pro- 
gramming, has decided to establish 
a stake in tv films. Partners Mark 
Goodson and Bill Todman have de- 
cided to siphon a gocd chunk of 
their income (which for years has 
been the envy of the radio-tv pack- 
aging industry) into -vidpix, with 
the conversion of the ‘Web” as the 
initjal entry. 

“Web” has had a five-year ex- 
posure on CBS-TV and is boing 
cancelled out. of the Sunday night 
10-10:30 period to make way for 
the new Robert Young “Father 
Knows Best” film series. Goodson 
leaves for the Coast shortly to neg- 
gofiate for production of the “Web” 
series, with likelihood that it will 
be channelled into the syndication 
marts. 

Second item on the G-T vidfilw 
| agenda, although at this point only 
| tentatively earmarked, is a _ half- 
hour situation comedy series called 
“The Lady and the Senator.” It’s 
| being written by Sidney Sheldon, 
| who authored the “Bachelor and 
ithe Bobby Soxer” pic. 


As a starter, Goodson and Tod- 
man will limit their vidpix entry 
ito story-line vehicles, taking a 
| “wait-and-see” attitude on con- 
|verting panel and quiz shéws into 
| the pix sweepstakes. 


Goldwyn Jr. Calls 
It Quits in Vitn'x 


Holiywood, Aug. 3. 

Westward Productions, the tele- 
| pix production outfit formed by 
|Sam Goldwyn Jr. with financing 
chiefly from his mother, looks set 
ito. throw in the sponge after one 
futile attempt to get off the ground 
i with a pilot. 

Lone entry turned out by Goid- 
wyn was the first of a scheduled 
series of half-hour programs ten- 
tatively titled “The Unexplained,” 
dealing with the supernatural. Ef- 
forts to latch on to a network 
sponsor on the basis of the pilot 
|; proved unavailing. As for syndi- 
cation, it’s understood Go'dwyn 
couldn't see getting involved with 
organization of an elaborate distri- 
| bution setup. 

To top it off, it’s now reported 
Mrs. Goldwyn has decided to with- 
draw financing. 














Princeton Film Center 
Signs New Prestive Pix 


Gordon Knox, prexy of Prince- 
ton Film Center, Princeton, N. J., 
has signed with Bethlehem S_eel, 
Rural Research Institute and Frank 
Fleer Corp. for teledistribution of 
one each of their prestige films. 
{PFC guarantees each a minimum 





200 showings within a year, with 
ithe public service product to be 
| distributed free. 

Titles are “The Open Road” 


| (Bethlehem), “Building a Rvral 
/Community Center” (RRI), :°7d 
'“Fun for a Penny” (Fleer), latier 
| with a bubble gum theme starring 
Kathi Norris. 





|‘Music for Everybody’ 


As New Sterling, Entry 


Sterling Television ht becun 
|syndicating its latest acquisition, 
'the half-hour series called ‘Music 
'for Everybody.” Elsewhere, the 


| vidpix firm, having recentiy com- 
| pleted the first 26 in the 15-minute 
“Movie Museum,” is now in pro- 
iduction with the second skein of 
| 26 

stars Dr. Sigmund 
commentator - pianist. 
|**Movie Museum,” comprised most- 
ly of old Biograph films, has al- 


“Music” 


under ABC Film Syndication with | P. Lorillard buy for “Kent The-| ready been sold in five markets, 
Coe Morton in title | atxe' 


| Latter show has been up for syn- 
| dication for only. a; few, weeks.. 
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of the previous Saturday’s 
top college football games! 


@ 13 half-hour films! 


H Less than 48 hours after game time “Touchdown” is 
Air Expressed to you each week! 


@ “Touchdown” gives a seat on the 50-yard line to 
57,000,000 ready-made customers—the nation’s 
vast sports-minded following! 


A brilliant, exciting commentary by the famous 
veteran sports announcer, Byrum Saam! 


Stirring music and candid crowd shots con- 
tribute a real Saturday football atmosphere! 











Phone, write or wire your nearest M.C.A. office YOUR EXTRA SALES POINTS WE BE 
immediately. First program scheduled for Sept. 22nd! AFTER “TOUCHDOWN” 


NEW YORK: 598 Madison Avenue 






® The appeal to TV viewers of all ages 





BEVERLY HILLS: 9370 Santa Monica Blvd. enables you to merchandise ’ | 
ATLANTA: 515 Glenn Building “Touchdown” with terrific sales impact. 
. BOSTON: 45 Newbury Street w You ride the tidal wave of newspaper, 





: aes magazine, radio and TV football news 
CHICAGO: 430 North Michigan Avenue that maintains public interest at a 


CLEVELAND: 1172 Union Commerce Bldg? high peak throughout the season! 
CINCINNATI: 3790 Gardner Avenue : 
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Current Summer 
Replacemeni for Gillette’s 
Cavalcade of Sports, NBC 
Coast-to-Coast Network. 


m@ 52 half-hour films covering the 


nation’s leading sports events of the week! 


@ Air Expressed to you every Monday of each week! 


@ Telesports covers them all— 
golf, tennis, swimming, boxing, football, 
skiing, hockey and many more 
exciting sports events! 


Telesports Digest is produced by the Tel-Ra 
Company, the nation’s leading television sports 
organization. Tel-Ra’s roving photographers 
catch the action, excitement and drama of 
sports events as they happen. Commentaries 
by Bob Wilson, one of the nation’s best known 
news and sports announcers! 













HE BEST IN TV SPORTS COVERAGE Phone, write or wire your nearest M.C.A. office 
WITH “TELESPORTS DIGEST” immediately for market prices and audition print! 


DALLAS: 2102 North Akard Street 





*verage is complete and many times exclusive! 


ETROIT: 837 Book Tower 

® Whenever possible, well-known sports SAN eawiick 105 Montgomery Street 
personalities are interviewed! SEATTLE: 715 10th North. ' 

® “Telesports Digest” offers extensive ROANOKE: 3110 Yardley Drive, NW 

Opportunities for tie-in merchandising NEW ORLEANS: 42 Allard Blvd. 

with other promotional activities! SALT LAKE CITY: 727 McClellan Street 


CANADA: 111 Richmond Street, Toronto, Ontario 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau 
ona monthly:basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top-rated 
film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. A-l 


ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 

This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time — day and 





time factors, siyce sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv.), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 
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ae . WCBS (2), WNBT (4), WABD (5), WABC (7 

NEW YORK Approx. Set Count—4, 175,000 Stations— wor (9), WPIX (11), WATV (13) (7)> 
TOP 10 PROGRAMS | DAY AND JUNE SHARE USE TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 

AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING %) SETS ri | PROGRAM STA. RATING 
1. D. Fairbanks Presents (Dr). ...WNBT.......... RMSEESURLOs So ink ans Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....2.<.:. LG eeiasan ants Me es Ces 41.2 |Blue Ribbon Bouts...,..... WCBS. ss: 20.0 
: Bouts; Sports Spot....... WCBS? 33235. 11.8 
2. Superman (Adv)............. WHEE ois ¢ceeens Fidmingo........... MON. GiDU55S0 . .ans.s000,; 5 Se ee Gl......... , 28:5 16 O'Clock Report. . 3.22.00 50 WCBS e555 3.0* 
Barly Seq... <1 cccnss _--.WCBS ....... 8.5* 
3. I Led Three Lives (Dr)...... WARE craters <s Be SR es, 6s gt Sun. 10:30-11:00 ........ i eee ee of Sk Ait 54.1 | What’s My Line..........%. WOES. i.5. ke: 37.6 
4. Dangerous Assignment (Adv). WOR........... Jo. SRS a a Wed. 9:30-10:00 ...5...... Be i SOU MEN so eae onan 67.0 | I’ve Got a Secret...... PE, A te Ro ans ip 30.8 
5. Badge Tid Galyatl. so oe adew ee ees cee dee WEEMS esas bana ue Wed, 9:00-9:30 -.u..«.... TUN 4.5 ons re Dd is Wat 8 ia 65.3 | Strike. Te Wien 2305 i cca 8's WCRS: oii. 215 
Kraft TV Theatre........ WNBT. 603s. 21.5 
Wild Bill Hickok (W)........ vy eer epes PIAS os 5 cok Na Wed. 6:00-6:30 2... i. 6.4. Re es ee {re eS 23.0 |6 O’Clack Report |... oss ives WCBS *.2 563 ..3.0* 
| Early Show. ..i+4i das<ess WCBS ....... 8.5* 
7. Racket Squad (Adv) ....,.... £2 a Seen OT ES ie rarest murs. 16:90-11 OD... WARE pais em 26......:>.¢ -40.9| Place the Face.......:.. WOES. 65.55% 18.9 
8. Amos 'n’ Andy (Com)......... a SS e eeae CMR. 6 ons a6 cr eae wae. 10°30-2 1500 Ss. Sane nc _& ee ee $0 Ac. <8 éo 49.5 |Your Hit Parade........... WHEE cs te cu 32.0 
9. Favorite Story (@r).......... WOE! ows keane LS apecaRST Sptgeime ee= Pee. 10230-1300 255. css a ar - : ier ALT {Studio One u2s.. «vege ss v «5 WCBS .0' “gina 22.5 
10. Annie Oakley (W)........... TL ee ess Cys cee ova os Rt. 7:30-8:00: foc. ke WO 2d sn Ee « 20% | Beat: the Chote! (2554555: WCBS ..ysa57228 

* Weekly average ratings / : . 






































HARRISBURG, LANCASTER, ‘ ’ - . WGAL (8) Lancaster WHUM (61) Reading 
READING Approx. Set Count—550,000 Stations— wip (55) Harrisburg = WTPA (71) Harrisburg 
l. Tdbernee (Mieeioce oc. WUEPA. . aicciwcs CSRS: Acs Wed. 10:30-11:00 45.5... .- yf SR eR | eee 57.0 | Blue Ribbon Bouts......... WGAL .. 5 ...19.3 
Ringside With Rasslers...WHP ..-.....15.2 
2. Inner Sanctum (Myst)........ WEA. op espeme Fi ers kc bas ics tks Thurs, 10:00-10:30 ...... ye SE ee hos is. Ata 48.4 | Martin Kane ........ hipnau'e's.¢ WGAL ; .s%.;- 16.9 
3. I Led Three Lives (Dr) ...... WPA os Sen eee Pe, cc. eee as Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ...... Ba cia tis Se es 5 28.7 | Place the Face..,.. baits bag WHUM ...... 7.6 
Death Valley Days (W) ...... WE hss Pe McCann-Erickson. . .Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ RE ee SE SE coke tees 54.9 | Centre Stage..... gions a WHP S Sa 21.8 
5. Mr. District Attorney (Adv)...WTPA.......... WAMU M5 5 Paw Wed. 9:30-10:00 ......... BE ye Skis BS ketene 66.6 Kraft TV Theatre.......... WGAL . ixfens 19.3 
6. Cisco. Bid. (00). 2, ears 5 A nS es Bi ae Ua REED alba WEG. Ta 0 Sb ose cad: Oe pylipeneatigh Gemipra ee 31.8 Liberace 1 eae ere TerTteee et WGAL «23334; 18.7 
YA Favorite Store. (eee. 25 i. We. 3S. sands Bats Sh oe eis oo Tues. 10:30-11:00) 255. SR ete a  eea OS = aes Ga | WHO cc sua ees cadsa sas WHP .. <2..: 19.3 
City Detective (Myst)......... WECM 650 shan BR oth Sao oa TEU, FN op hs ae BS cs. enicd os ves wae S52 1 Rr: POOmers |. oss Sonar k ees WGAL ..7....12.4 
Front Page Detective (Myst). WHP.........-. Consolidated....... Sat. 9:30-10:00 ....seees RODS iidcakes = Agee ear e 47.6 |Saturday Night Revue...... WTPA vs. «0 eu 16.6 
30. Janek Desk Girt... 5 soe. . so bcwee Wt Vor oes Mon. 8:30-0:06 ....5 60.0558 5335. oes WO isos acs 42.0| Voice of Firestone......... WIPA. ... tw 10.3 
DETROIT Approx. Set Count—1,150,000 Stations—WJBK (2), WWJ (4), WXYZ (7) 
‘. Badge 714 eporee Sapa ‘WWJ. ites Meade ae NBC so Wang Paes Sun. ¥0:00-10:36 ©. 35. Ys cea ed > Reps ee 44.1 | Carpet _Theatre EY Sere WJBK ..... RO 
2. Mr. District Attorney (Adv)... WWJ.......-... DIG sare oe wie ee Wed. 9:30-10:00 ......... ,~ % See Rye 51.4; Blue Ribbon Bouts......... WIR ... sca 20.0 
Bouts; Greatest Fights....WJBK ..... Poe PAs 
3. I Led Three Lives (Dr).......WJBK.......... BAW ne stark abo lhe bce Thurs. 9:30-10:00 ....... RRS jo aes OS. oc Sees GRD 1: ik een. koa os ways deen Wiee >... uc 9.6 
4. Racket Squad (Myst) ise Ges os Oe eee BIG as waa on bie oe £08, O230-10:00- | oo ok Td aces mui | rE 53.5 | Name’s the Same........... Lp) SE 18.3 
5. All Star Playhouse (Dr)......WWJ....... Ege oN RE wee cock + ceca Sun. 10:30-1 300. 5 ov sciase , cere Oo was he $4.5 | Place the Face. ..cckccess og WORE oho Ces 78 
6. City Detective (Myst). . jie. oe aioe Re ao ee oles Pri. 9:20-10000 a5 6 sch Ses SO82...02 Ns G8 osx atises 46.3 | Cavalcade of Sports........ ! Sa 21.3 
. Sports; Fight Scrapbook..WWJ ....... 12:2 
7. Biff Baker, U.S.A. {A@v).... WKYZ.. 355.65 ES 525 Pi oaks Tues. 10:30-11:00 ...... a Se ie ia «dec OOS. ak wise 33.5 | Motor City Fights.......... WWE - oi. iend 13.9 
S. Liberace (Mian: 050555 cat ie i ik He oe CY Se Saat ne ee Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ...... SR OE i ase's qc RS 5 Seed 27.2 | Meet Mr. McNulty.......... WIDE. 6635458 7.8 
9. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... Wes kkk CIs fo tah Keak Mon. 10:00-10:30 ........ OS By Sas Kare 33.4433 +... 38.4] Famous Playhouse.......... WWI 12585 roe | i) 
10. Ellery Queen: (Mgmg)........ WIBK...3.5.5.. RDC CP sare Gi Sat. 9:30-10-060 2) Sc hh eye ORs 6d ac’ oo ke 57.4! Your Hit Parade........... WWE vc.éct. 40.0 
Favorite Story (Dr)........... a Sea Me haat eer Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ SS See: epee 53.5 |Racket Squad.............. WWJ ....0..23.5 

> 
EVANSVILLE Approx. Set Count—30,000 Stations—WAVE (3) Louisville, WEHT (50) Henderson, 
WFIE (62) Evansville 

1. Amos 'n’ Andy (Com) ....... WHEE > 3% bet Pao, teeta Sun. 8:30-9:00 ......... Sf eee oe area ae © 60.7 | The Goldberg’s............. MPR as 5s ses 2.6 
2. I Led Three Lives (Dr) ...... We Oe. ergs axes TAGS na se hohe aia Wed. 9:00-9:30 ...:..... ER ea WE ere 59.6 | Ringside Rasslers.......... af a! eRe 10.0 
¢. Leese Gta kk ee TS eer Fe Wed. 8:30-9:00 .......... tae Sep POS oe 61.4| Inner Sanctum ............ WFIE ....... 21.7 
4. Boston Blackie (Myst) ...... WE orks he was S Ie ah Me peek te Oh Thurs. 9:00-9:30 ........ See? OR cca 55.8 | Ringside Rasslin’........... WHET :.. 0 c.«2 20.6 
s. ¢ isco Kid (W) atts ay aieta fs WET cigs nd cat PA. atk oud Aeon i Sa SS a are BOS ic aed eo _. Rp hy ee AWOEO iF eid waxes eke ENE St os owe 3.3 
6. W aterfront C0 ee Rare oe eT ne Thurs. 7:30-8:00 ........ - 2 See BD a-g:k a bio 45:2) Does Bvithinart.. oc cic cc cssd WHAT ....: tee 
7. Mr. District Attorney (Adv). WFIE.......... co ge iar en a pO iy Ge) ee 2) Ose crit taw ORD TENG WUC. «sys nika'c 4a cae i: ie 23.0 
4 a Wolf (Ady) sate) cig oo a eee -WEHT ies sleep areas TR Ete: «6 ote wan Mon: 7:30-6:00 ©... 600k we 0 SEB aa MSs 4 aes ales 50.3 | Mr. District Attorney...... i 3) 23.9 
. My Hero (Com) 5-0 le bl etk oe Sa Tne o's 4.0 Green ie 6 Sine a “Sun. 9:30-10:00 .... <0: Be vs bre XC Pas Oe caret 45.8 | Break the Bank. 7) are 21.9 
10. Inner Sanctum (Myst)........WFIE.......... Ss en CP hoc Wed. 8:30-0:00 -.....cces en ite Ry wi o'¥ nee Te te at ee oe . 24: ee 37.8 
: LADOERED 6 iwi webenae sevad i WEHT ..... 37.6 
COLUMBUS Approx. Set Count—340,000 . Stations—WLW-C (4), WTVN (6), WBNS (10) 
1, Mr. District Attorney (Adv).. WLW-C........ OY a ss05 Pee Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ 7 Reg) ae 49.4 | Blue Ribbon Bouts......... WBNS....... 15.0 
: : es: Wrestune-...: feis ag chat eo). ee 11.5 
> on Ritts ae WBNS ee eet Ziv ‘ia dle ele teae as Tues. 8:30-9:00 ......... 0 ES ee ee ee §1.0 | Top Plays O6°C6. 29% .sca% ie WLW-C ...... 16.9 
: ee aan ro 2 v weak WLW-C Spat Ziv pike d Seeeteaa Tues: S000. oo ciecks 1h OA were Bees 48.4 |Name’s the Same.......... Wa VEN st wdane 16.7 
"4 os ed ks y apansh eas - WLW Mien cane Dh Mon. 9:30-10:00 ........ 0 Pr ee es 5 ee CES RES C6 fiche cesdeek en WBNS ......- 25.4 
" = y see eg TRO OR ooo nts PO: cas erases Rg asc 4 ais ees Fee We ok cc ntaaas GEE Gas can, Wis via ck woe 43.1 | Cavalcade of Sports........ WLW-C oicve: 16.3 
: , — erpemé (Dr)... 6. secsu WBNS Py as Pr oo) J ere Oe Sun. 8:30-9:00 ......... re Pe er 41.5 | Plainsclothesman ....... ree | 12.3 
° a erace (Mus) aes s 0 HAE 0 ey oe Sn , « cok dns eed < Wed. 10:30-11:00 ........ i A SD: cine shee 28.0 | Family Playhouse WEWS ~.... 73 
Wild Bill Hickok (W)........ Wes ter rveess i) ae Sat. 606-630 ....66608% fT ee (Pelee hee ae 18.5 Amateur SE mR ae WLW-C .....- 2.6 
9. Cowboy G-Men (W)......... WEEE: cevebvess Flamingo.......... | | erry ee i eae ro 16.8 | Saturday Showboat..... ' _.. WTVN : ; on 2.7 
s -- 23 
10. Superman (Adv)............ ee Flamingo.......... Wed, 6:00-6:30 ........ Se Re FP, chap ri dioarins Aout" aay 
News—J. Daly...........WTVN ...--+: 2.3 
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NOW, for the first time 117 episodes of FOREIGN INTRIGUE, available direct from the producer 
to you for local and regional sponsorship. The outstanding adventure series in the television 
film field FOREIGN INTRIGUE is shot on location in Europe for unparalleled authenticity. 


Seen throughout the country for the past three seasons FOREIGN INTRIGUE is a pre-sold 
product. It stands alone, acclaimed by both trade and general press — and loyally sup- 
ported by the viewing public—as the pre-eminent TV film show of its type. 


In addition to the 117 available FOREIGN INTRIGUE episodes, there is an entirely new 
group of films now before the cameras in Europe which will unveil a dramatically 
revamped format. 


Prices for groups of 26, 39 and 52 films can be had upon request. 


For more detailed information, contact: 
EST. 1898 


YX WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, inc. 


1740 Broadway 919 No. Michigan 202 No. Canon Drive 
New Yark City, N. Y. Chicago, Ill. Beverly Hills, Calif. 
JUdson 6-5100 WHitehall 3-1744 CRestview 1-6161 
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CBS-TV Film Sales 


Properties in Bid for Supremacy 


Sets 5 New 





CBS Television Film Sales, the + 
syndicated arm of the CBS net- 
work, will make its big bid for tele- 
pix distribution supremacy this 
fall with five new properties going 
into the market. Addition of the 
new shows will give Film Sales a 
total of 20 properties, probably 
more than any other distrib holds. 

New packages include “The 
Whistler,” “Man from the Islands,” 
“The Lineup,” “How to For You” 
and a situation comedy now being 
negotiated. Also in the works are 
a new series of “Amos 'n’ Andy” 
pix, the Don Sharpe-packaged 
“Sheena, Queen of the Jungle” and 
a couple of news shows allied to 
CBS Newsfilm. service, which the 
Film Sales operetion handles. 
These, however, wouldn’t go into 
distribution till later in the fall or 
early winter. : 

“Whistler” has already been sold 
on the Coast to Signal Oil, which 
sponsored it for many years on 
CBS Radio. * It’s in production in 
Hollywood, under Lindsley Par- 
sons’ banner. “Man from the Isl- 
ands” is another CBS Radio prop- 
erty, on which background shooting 
in the Carribbean has started. 
*“How—To” is a quarter-hour serv- 
ice segment shooting in N. Y. 
“Limeup” is the network entry for 
Brown & Williamson, which gets 
simultaneous syndication. 

Boost in production, along with 
heightened sales and merchandis- 
ing efforts, has come about large- 
ly since Leslie T. Harris took-over 
as v.p.-general manager and the 
operation got a separate identity 
as a corporation on its own. Firm’s 
biggest splash, of course, continues | 
to be in the western field, via such | 
properties as “Gene Autry,” “An- 
nie Oakley” and “Range Rider.” 


Galahad’s Bell 
“To Ring in Bklyn. 


Hi Brown's Galahad Productions 
will start shooting “His Honor, 
Homer Bell,” starring Gene Lock- 
hart, late this month at the Warner 
Studios in Brooklyn, for the NBC 
Film Division. NBC bought one of | 
the large stages in 1952 for color 
tv operations (including spectacu- 
lars’, but this will mark the first 
time in 15 years that any major 
filming has been done at that loca- 
tion. Brown is re-equipping the 
studio for the 39-episode series, | 
which is his second telepix pack- 
age for the Film Division (first was 
“Inner Sanctum.”’) 

Until its inactivation in 1939, 
the Brooklyn “lot’ was eastern 
base for Warners, which switched 
all its operations to the Coast. First 
building was erected in 1897 by 
Vitagraph Co. of America, headed | 
by J. Stuart Blackton with his 
one-camera trio of men who started | 
in business with $900 and ran it to! 
a string of $15,000,000 by 1917. In| 
1925, Biackton sold out to WB’s| 
Vitaphone. The stage remained | 
dark until the advent of sound pix 
when large-scale production was) 
resumed to the ’39 point. Activa- | 
tion was begun—in tv—with the 
NBC purchase. 








‘ 


BBC-TV Newsreel | 
Flon Brings Beefs 


London,- Aug. 3._ | 
It was reported last week that 
top level BBC-TV confabs have | 
been taking place with regard to 
the new $14,000 a week “News and 
Newsreel” service introduced early 
last month, and considered as be- | 
ing one of the biggest and most 
costly failures in tv history. 
Following a meeting of Sir Ian 
Jacob, BBC Director-General, and | 
TV and News Division chiefs last 
Wed. (28) it is believed the tv 
men will try to obtain a self-con- | 
tained tv service which, while 
working in ccoperation with sound | 
radio, will not be under its day-by- 
day direction. | 
Under the personal supervision | 
of Sir Ian. secret preparations of 
“News in Vision” went on for sev- 
eral weeks, and the service was then 











thumbs down. Stills used to illus- | 


trate news of the day had a sub-| governing job insurance provides to get its home market, Pittsburgh, 
sequent addition of film which | applicant must contact at least five through the DuMont oko there, 
-'employers in his search for work, | WDTV, 


brought yet another panning 
eet 


‘they may lease the Polar Palace |—— Continued from page 3 


H’wood Ice-Skating Rink 
Mulled as Telefilm Plant 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
~ Polar Palace, for many years an 
ice-skating rink, may be converted 
into a telefilm plant, if plans be- 
ing discussed by California studio 
owners-producers , Jack Gross and 
Phil Krasne are finalized. 

G-K, prepping an expansion pro- | 
gram due to their heavy produc: | 
tion sked, first will add a few 
stages to their present California 





Vidpix Chatter 


A stanza of the “Sandy Wright, 
World Scout” vidpixer, directed 
and produced by Ed Leftwich, be- 
ing shot in Miami. Star is Bill, 
Penn. . . . Buster Brown Shoes 
launches another season __ of 
“Smilin’ Ed’s Gang” via_ vidfilm 
and ABC-TV on Aug. 21. Emcee of 
the juve series, Ed McConnell, 
died last week. . . . Bob Lewire, 
ABC’s eastern program chief, to 
the Coast to view rough cuts of the 
first Disney video show. Also there 
to 0.0. new Ray Bolger and Danny 
Thomas lensings. .. . “Art Link- 
letter and the Kids,” CBS-TV 
film department’s 15-minute tele- 
pix series now hittinge81 markets. 








Better Living 





studios. In the future, however, 
site from the Clune Memorial | 
Trust, which also owns the ground | 


on which California studio is 
located. 


Highest Court To 
Get Autry, Rogers 
TV Release Case 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
United States Supreme Court 











Better Living feature-film-on-tv 
budget is spent through four local 
outlets carrying a total of 60 or 
so hours weekly, the mail order 
house has had excelent opportu- 
nity to measure effectiveness of 
pix ‘ 

The “musts” for Better Living 
stations follow a simple design: 
Afternoon programming (some of 
these pix running an hour; other 
running an hour-and-a-quarter or 
longer, and this holds true at all 
times) consists predominantly of 
westerns, and Saturday and Sunday 
mornings until about 1 p.m. are ex- 
clusively western periods.~ Of all 
kinds of feature films, Wolf said 





will apparently have to decide the 


precedental issue of whether or})., 


not major motion picture studios 
have the right to release pix to tv 
without okay of the stars involved. 
Roy Rogers and Gene Autry are 
preparing appeals to the naticn’s 
highest court, in the wake of a 


U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals | 


denial of their motions for rehear- 
ing of a State Supreme Court de- 
cision awarding Republic the right 
to release the cowpokes’ pix to 
video. 

Both Autry and Rogers have until 
Aug. 31 to file their petitions with 
the high court, and their attorneys 
are now preparing them. Explained 


Rogers’ attorney, Fred Sturdy, yes- 


terday: ‘‘We think the case of suf- 


ficient magnitude to test it before | p:-tures over the years has brought 


the highest court in the land.” 


An Autry attorney agreeing with men have done is to have taken 
Sturdy, added: “In the Autry case te best returns for certain pix at 
there were findings by the Appel- certain hours and make them the 
| rule. 


late Court that there were certain 
restrictions on Republic’s rights. | 
Republic can’t doctor the pictures 
to give the impression Autry is! 
endorsing the sponsor’s product; | 
the pictures can’t be emasculated, | 
they must be at least 53 minutes 
long, and the stations have seven | 
minutes for commercial time. We 
feel a clarification of the restric- 
tions and questions must be re- 
solved in this case, or a subsequent 
one.” 

Hollywood Television Service, 
Rep’s tv subsid which was swamped 
with offers for the Rogers and 


Autry pix foblowing the State Su- | 


preme Court decision, has not yet 
released any of the product to tv, 


but is,expected to in the near fu- | 


ture. HTS held back pending the 
Appeals court ruling, but is now 
—s prepping the pix for release 
oO tv. 


962,240 TO SAG 
FOR VIDPIX RERUNS 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Members of the Screen Actors 
Guild have collected $62,240 in re- 
run payments for working in tele- 
films, since SAG’s vidpix pact went 
into effect, Guild notified them 
this past week. SAG, which re- 
ceives the residual coin from pro- 
ducers and then funnels it to mem- 
bers, has been unable to contact 
five actors who have such coin 
coming—Shelia Franklin, Edgar 
Carpenter, Elizabeth Fraser, Jo- 
seph Leon and Karin Nordgren. 

Guild is also conducting a sur- 
vey on employment, and sent ques- 
tionnaires to members seeking to 
determine the number of days they 
have been working. Data is needed 
to help the exec board decide sev- 
eral issues confronting it, SAG 
stated. 

Guild has obtained a directive 
from local unemployment 





ing directors, ete., for jobs. Law | 


| video pitchmen to help them set 
| programming structure was that 


insur-| tion that 
ance offices that if an actor has | bergs” stay on the air. 
introduced with a blast of publicity | an agent, the thesp is not required | 
followed by an almost universal |to personally contact studios, cast-| the Heinz buy on DuMont also is 


that ‘“‘westerns are very, very popu- 
And this 's not for a juve 
|audience alone; Better Living is 
| pitching household goods primarily 
ito aduit viewers. Wolf and one 
of the other two partners, Mike 
| Gelrod, expressed a need for the 
| “Strong-story line” from  7:30- 
9 p.m. They define this as adven- 
ture or drama and occasionally 
western. At or after 11 p.m., when 
they do a fair amount of their 
“hard sell,” outfit braintrusters in- 
sist mainly oa heavy mystery cr 
the heaviest type of dramatic pic. 
Experience taught Wolf that such 
pictures brought a raise in re- 
| sponses to mail-order pitches. The 
same holds true at all times when 
the pattern is pursued. Jockeying 





| vacillating returns. What these 


Downbeat in Musicals 

A major point determined by 
Wolf, Gelrod & Wolf, who them- | 
selves monitor stanzas and use only | 
their own staff of directors and | 





“Americans obviously don’t like 
musicals.” Instructions to all sta- 
tions in the 40 markets have been 
|to avoid them, “particularly Eng- 
| lish-made musicals.” “I think that 
the American public will watch for 
five minutes and then just give 
up,” Wolf maintained. He dis- 
cussed too that there is a certain 
| level of the country that buys by 
mail order that holds no truck with 
‘such features. 


Heinz ‘Studio 57’ 








Telepixers Still Hopeful They Can 
Get Off Community Antenna Hook 


» 
¥ 





Burrud’s Documentary 
Film Series for TV 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
A new documentary film series, 
“Assignment America,” is being 
prepped by Bill Burrud, who ex- 
ited Open Road Productions to 
form his own tv pix company. 
Series bows on KTTV Sept. 2. 


Human interest series will be 
angeled by Hinshaw’s department 


store. Burrud plans 26 half-hour 
frames in the new show, and is 
currently dickéring for Sally Mans- 
field to appear in one of the early 
stanzas.- Burrud will function as 
producer-director on the _ series. 
While with Open Road, he pro- 
duced “Before Your Eyes,” KTTV 
show. 


Bilson's Telepix 
Credo: ‘Treat Kids 


As Human Beings’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Excite the imagination of kids 
watching tv shows, but not the kids, 
advises Screen Gems_ producer 
George Bilson, who cautions 
against the over-indulgence of sex 
and violence. on programs for 
youngsters. 

Bilson, producer of Screen Gems’ 
“Captain Midnight,” which bows 
on CBS-TV Sept. 4 and is aimed 
at the moppet market, termed 
stimulation of the imagination the 
most important factor in any show 
for the young ones. “That’s more 
important than trying to get a pro- 
gram to fill a limited age group,” 
he opined. . 

“Midnight” has action, but not 
violence, and there is a vast differ- 
ence, he stated. Bilson advised 
“treat the kids as human beings, 
not as inferior problems.” He said 
in his series there is never more 
than 15 minutes of dialog, the rest 
of action. More than that yak and 
the kids “wiggle,” he asserted. 

There’s nary a murder in “Mid- 
night” because Bilson: feels all 
stories can be solved without vio- 
lence, and to the satisfaction of 
the kids. Bilson further advised 
“never underestimate the i.g. of 
the average kids; don’t be con- 
descending.” Another must for 
such shows is audience identifica- 
tion, and that’s why “Midnight” 
always has some moppets in its 
cast, he added. 


Bilsen said a good moppet show 
is one which appeals not just to 
the youngsters but to adults also, 
and one in which believable things 
happen. It’s also one in which 
“the child identifies himself on the 
screen and it excites his imagina- 
tion to the point where he’s doing 
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cause they lose their percentage |tween the young viewer and the | 
'character if the, show is to be a Fabian, who appears in the series, 
successful one,” Bilson added. 


Qaters have waned in popularity | 


by failing to get national under- 
writers to buy individu>l stations. 
Second, reps maintain, stations guf- | 
fer also because a buy such as the | 
Heinz or Kellogg ones, gives the | 
station network rates, this being | 
far.less than can be made by a |} 
spot deal at local card rates. 


| Maxon, agency for Heinz, has | 
| stated that it’s seeking the “best 
| buy possible” for its client | 
through the DuMont buy, 


With Kellogg, ABC-TV countered 
charges it was acting as a film dis- | 
trib by saying the juve pix fill be | 
showcased via “delayed feel.” Du- | 
Mont, on the other hand, can 
‘counter by saying it made a net- 
work buy for the vidpix series. 
‘One source said it was 18 Du- 
Mont stations, but agency Maxon 
would not confirm.) The stations 
;on the web lineup were purchased 
\for 9 p.m. Tuesdays, on the assump- 
Rybutol’s “The Gold- 


| 


Having a great deal to do with 


the fact that the cannery is anxious 





| 
| 


things the character is. ° There 
should be a liaison established be- 





Since the FCC won’t touch com- 
munity ‘antennae, telepixers, 
who've been troubled by the 
service, are hoping that it will be 
stifled market by market with the 
entry of new stations. Original 
feeling was that additional sta- 
tions would only complicate and 
intensify the overlap problem 
created by community antennae 
systems, but the new idea is that 
viewers will cease paying installa- 
tion and periodic rental fees on 
such services once a market gets 
its own station under way. 


Coin losses have been suffered 
by some vidpix distribs who found 
that new stations can’t buy their 
series since the shows are already 
being carried into the markets via 
closed-circuit community anten- 
nae. However, a spokesman for 
one ‘distributor feels that “the 
“apse looks worse than it really 
s.”’ Reason for that is problem 
was evaluated on the basis of the 
situation as it existed within too 
short a time after a station went 
airwise. The viewers didn’t have a 
chance te condition to picking up 
stanzas via the new station, and 
the station hadn’t, in all cases, 
lined up its roster of network af- 
filiations. 

Current belief in some* vidpix 
quarters is once these new stations 
get straightened away, local view- 
ership will find it unnecessary to 
pay for use of closed-circuit anten- 
nas. Even in a one-station market, 
there should be sufficient variety 
from two or three network affilia- 
tions to end the problem, it’s said. 
There is the other side, however, 
which maintains that one station 
cannot replace the opportunity for 
selectivity through community an- 
tennae, and that people will con- 
tinue paying for such service as 
long as there is only one station. 
If the latter is true, tv film dis- 
tributors will seek some legal 
precedent to fight off inroads of 
community antennae systems. 

-A recent example of the overlap 
created by c.a. systems occurred 
in a small western town, where the 
first tele station went on the air. 
Town had c.a., and station had to 
refuse a vidpix series because the 
same show was being brought in 
from the Coast via c.a. Distrib 
couldn’t charge. the c.a. owners, 
nor the station that already had 
the stanza. 

At the beginning of the month, 
the FCC ruled, in the case of a 
grant of channel to the Ohio Val- 
ley Broadcasting Corp., Clarks- 
burg, W. Va., that community an- 
tennae systems do not involve an 
overlap question and that the com- 
mission has, in such matters, au- 
thority only over those broadcast 
firms it licenses. C.a. are systems, 
the FCC ruled, that may be begun 
or discontinued at will. 


Fabian to Stump 
For Yard’ Vidpix 


“Fabian of Scotland Yard,” new 


half-hour vidpix series, will have 
the presence of the legendary 








because of the saturation on tv, he 
said. . “There are just too many 
of them, and the kids wiggle be- 
cause they know what's going to 
happen before it happens. If you 
had just a few westerns they'd 
last, but the kids see thousands. 
Each one has a certain degree of 
popularity for awhile, then ex- 
hausts itself. It’s always the same 
old story with the fight over the 
round tables in the saloon. When 
Hollywood runs out of round 
tables you'll see the end of western 
pictures,” he commented. 





Courneya’s Distrib Setup 


Jerry Courneya Productions on 
the Coast has formed a distribut- 
ing division tagged United Produc- 
ers Distributors and launched a 
sale drive on its “Adventure Time” 
package. Latter consists of 65 ac- 
tioner pix. 

_Noah Beery Jr. will make his 
vidpix debut in the series playing 
himself in “Adventures of Noah 
Beery Jr.” 





Robert Fabian himself for exploi- 
tation purposes -in the U. S. 


is the former superintendent of 
detectives of Scotland Yard and 
author of the autobiogs, ‘Fabian 
of the Yard” and “London After 
Dark.” He’ll arrive in this country 
to take the rostrum as featured 
speaker at the annual powwow of 
the International Assn. of Chiefs 
of Police, scheduled for New Or- 
leans on Sept. 29. Arrangements 
have been made with department 
stores and .book shops to rig up 
window displays ballying the local 
tv appearance of the sleuth, these 
to dovetail with his national lec- 
ture tour on behalf of_his sponsors. 
After the New Orleans convention, 
Fabian will start the trek to appear 
before civic groups, law enforce- 
ment agencies and, as a lecturer, 
for pay audiences. 

Telefilm Enterprises, distrib of 
the vidpix, aims to send an advance 
man into each city to coordinate 
Fabian’s activities that wil tie in 
with the 39 films. Bruce Seaton, 
British actor, enacts the role of 
Fabian, with the latter appearing 
at conclusion of each pic to de- 
scribe the disposition of the cases 
documented. John Larkin is the 
producer, 
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Columbia to Cuffo Special 7-Inch 33s, 
45s in Major Fall Sales Campaign 


Columbia Records is prepping a+ 


fall drive on its record and equip- 
ment (phonograph players and 
needles) lines with cuffo platter 
lures for the consumer. ; 

For the disk and needle push, 
Col has set aside 25 previously 
unreleased platters in the pop, jazz 
and longhair field. Diskery is mak- 
ing available these waxings as a 
premium for purchases of Col long- 
play or extended play disks or any 
Col needle. The-cuffo platters, 
which have been tabbed “Priceless 
Editions,” will not be marketed 
through regular sales channels and 
can only be obtained through the 
premium plan. 

The “Priceless Editions” plat- 
ters will be available on seven- 
inch 33% rpm or 45 rpm. Disk- 
ery is not putting a limit on the 
number of cuffo platters to a cus- 
tomer. Every single Col unit pur- 
chased from the EP and LP cata- 
log entitles the customer to one 
cuffo pressing. 

Col will handle the distribution 
of the premium platters directly 
from its Bridgeport, Conn., plant. 
Dealers will be supplied with self- 
addressed, self-sealed envelopes 
which the consumer will send to 
Col after enclosing a sales slip, 
the premium disk request, and 25c 
to cover the cost of mailing. 

Included in the giveaway platter 
roster are Liberace, Rosemary 
Clooney, Arthur Godfrey, Dave 
Brubeck, Al Jolson with Guy Lom- 
bardo, Andre Kostelanetz and Al- 
bert Schweitzer among others. 

Diskery will tee off ad» cam- 
paign pegged on a “you can’t buy 
these” line within the next couple 
of weeks. 

For the phonograph player push, 
Col has issued a special two-platter 
12-inch LP package of Col artists 
as a giveaway lure. Set is tagged 
“Star Time” and includes 26 art- 
ists from the pop and Masterworks 
roster. 
will be given away with the $59.95 
table model, the $29.95 portable 
and the $27.95 table. 

Among the albums set for the 
fall merchandising push are the 
soundtrack set from the Warner 
Bros. pic, “A Star Is Born,” Thomas 
Beecham conducting the Royal 
Philharmonic on_ Bertioz’s “Te 
Deum,” 
Bruno Walter conducting the N. Y. 
Philharmonic on Brahms’ sym- 
phonies and orchestral pieces, and 
several new jazz packages. 


Kaye Blasts Rudy 
For Using His Name 





In Band Promotion 


| Music Merchants headquarters, has 


Hassle between Sammy Kaye 
anc the Ernie Rudy orch flared up 
last week with Kaye readying an 
action against Rudy for continu- 
ing to capitalize on his orch’s tag. 
Kaye claims that ever since Rudy 
ankled his orch two years ago with 
nine other sidemen to form a new 
band, Rudy has been advertising 
the crew as the “original Sammy 
Kaye orch” and the “former Sam- 
my Kaye -band.” 

Kaye is demanding that Rudy 
and General Artists Corp. desist 
from using the Kaye tag in any 
of their advertising or canned press 
matter, Kaye got an okay from the 
American Federation of Musicians 
to go ahead with the action. 

Meantime, Kaye cut short his 
Stand at the Hotel Astor, N.Y., to 
Concentrate on his new tv show 
Which tees off tomorrow (Thurs.) 
on ABC-TV. Les Elgart’s orch 
moved into the Astor Monday (2) 
as Kaye's replacement for the rest 
of the summer season. 


How High The Moon 


mis San Francisco, Aug. 3. 
m4, Murphy’s dixieland band 
_ een signed to play for the 
~ “squerade Ball of the 13th an- 
nual Science Fiction Writers’ Con- 
vention here Sept. 6. 
The audience will dress as their 
Vorite science fiction character. . 











The “Star Time” package | 


a three-LP package of | 


Can’t Beat These Prices 


You can now get a record 
for a bobbypin. In a tieup 
with model impresario John 
Robert Powers, Gaylord Prod- 
ucts Inc. is pushing its boby- 
pin and hairnet merchandise 
via a waxed dissertation on 
beauty secrets by Powers. 

The platter, which will be 
plugged in 23 national mags, 
will not be put on sale but can 
only be obtained as a boxtop 
Brveaway. 


Jobber-Distrib 
Sues Cap, Decca 
For Better Deal 


A challenge to the existing dis- 
tribution structure of the disk in- 


dustry has been thrown down by 
Eliott Wexler, head of Music Mer- 
chants Inc., in a Brooklyn Federal 
Court suit filed last week against 
Decca and Capitol Records and 
their distribution companies. Wex- 
ler, who has his own sales opera- 
tion under which he services chain 
and food stores with disks, is suing 
to force Decca and Capitol to give 
him a bigger discount than ac- 
corded ordinary retailers. 

Wexler’s complaint alleges that 
Decca and Capitol, in refusing to 
permit their company - owned 
branches to sell him below the 
retailer discount, are acting in re- 
straint of trade. Wexler, through 
his attorneys Socolow, Stein & 
Seton, is asking the court to estab- 
lish “fa free market” in which he 
can negotiate his own prices. 

Wexler alleges that the policy 
of the two disk companies is put- 
ting the squeeze on him. He con- 
tends that he is not a retailer, 
since he sells to retail outlets, and 
therefore wants a price that recog- 
nizes his distributor or jobber 
status. Wexler sells to the chain 
and food syndicate stores at a 25% 
discount and. gives them a 100% 
return privilege. 

The suit is regarded as -prece- 
dental in that #’s the first time 
that anyone has come between the 
factory-to-distrib-to-retailer chain. 
Capitol and Decca were apparently 
selected as plaintiffs in the suit 
because they are the only two com+ 
panies in the N. Y. area to have 
factory-owned branches. 











Columbia Records, through its 
distrib in Philadelphia where 


|granted the latter a semi-distrib 
gtatus. RCA Victor distribs, how- 
lever, have not been disposed to 
give Wexler a better price break. 


‘NEW’ DINAH TO SPARK 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
RCA Victor is rushing out a 





| which will highlight a pop record 


VICTOR’S POP DRIVE 


| version of 





platter by the “new” Dinah Shore | 


| push that gets underway this week. | 


'Side is “If I Give My Heart To 
|, You” and marks a radical de- 


| 


'parture for Miss Shore, who turns | 


'belter on the platter which was 


'made under the supervision of | 
artists & repertoire chief Joe 
Carlton. Harry Geller, who wrote 


the special arrangement, conducted 
the orchestra to back the date. 
Entire company will get behind 
the pop tune campaign which will 
have such new releases as June 
Valli’s “Tell Me, Tell Me,” Sunny 
Gale’s “Smile,” and the Ames 
Bros.’ “Hopelessly” as_ leaders. 
Latter, incidentally, is backed by 
“One More Time” in which the 
vocal group sings in German. 





Vaughn Monree to the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, Aug. 8 for a 
week, 





| packages. 





PUBS DUBIOUS 
OF KINGPIN ROLE 


The dominance of the disk 
jockey in the hit-making process 
of the music biz is now coming up 
for review. While only a few years 
ago the deejay was undisputed 
kingpin in the plugging operation, 
it’s now believed that other factors 
are relegating the jockey to a role 
that, while still very important, is 
not supreme. 4 

Significantly, for the past two 
years there have been few claims 
by any individual-jockey that “I 


made this or that hit.” One jockey 
in the midwest once was so intoxi- 
cated by his apparent potential to 
make hits singlehandedly, that he 
adopted the title of “Mr. Music.” 
He, and other top jocks, have 
failed to create a hit in some time. 

The N. Y. publishers and disk- 
ers still rate the jocks as key fac- 
tors, but in the aggregate, not as 
individuals. They are not paying 
off so readily for plugs from indi- 
vidual jockeys and the romancing 
of the deejays when they hit New 
York is on a considerably reduced 
scale. 

The jockeys, it’s now felt, are 
following rather than leading the 
hit parade. They are playing it 
safe in their programming and, as 
a result, they are not discovering 
as much new talent and tunes as 
they once did. 


One factor in the decline of the | 


jockey has been the growth of tele- 
vision. While tv has not yet be- 
come a hit-making medium, it has 
cut down on deejay audiences, par- 
ticularly with the advent of after- 
noon tv shows which pull the teen- 
agers away from the music shows. 


Pincus and Spier 
BMI Pubberies 


In the few months since George 
Pincus left Shapiro-Bernstein as 
general prof. mgr. and became a 
publisher on his own, his second 
quarter ASCAP money jumped 
from $500 to $5,000. Pincus has 
also set up a BMI firm. 

Another new BMI affiliate is 
Larry Spier who already has three 
ASCAP firms and two previously 





lestablished BMI firms with Johnnie 


Ray and the 4 Lads as his partners. 


Cap Likely to Do Cast 
Set of ‘Oklahoma’ Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
No deals have been made, but 





| Capitol apparently will grab off the 


original cast album for the film 
“Oklahoma.” Plattery 
has the inside track because Gor- 
don MacRae, who plays Curly in 
the film version, is under contract 
to Capitol. 

Decea, which brought out the 
original cast album of the Broad- 


| way show more than a decade ago, 


is reportedly considering a promo- 
tional campaign tied to the film 
version. Over the years, the Broad- 
way “Oklahoma” album has been 
one of the alltime best selling 
It’s the only original 
cast album to have topped the 
1,000,000-set sales mark. 








Hep Cat 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

In weirdest record promo- 
tion stunt yet, a 900-pound lion, 
Jackie The Second, roamed 
unleashed and unattended at 
party at home of femme dee- 
jay, Lonesome Gal, Sunday 
(1). It was part of a campaign 
for the “Lion Hunt” tune 
which debuts the Nilsson 
Twins on Coral. 

Guests at party scurried for 
cover but lion calmly stretched 
out on diving board and made 
no fuss. 








Just Bad Enough 


Conversation between a 
publisher and a songwriter 
~ eavesdropped in front of the 
Brill Bldg, the “10 Downing 
—: of New York's music 
i. 
Songwriter: “You’ve got to 
publish it. It’s a really good 
song.” ’ 
Publisher: “The market’s 
not ready yet for a good song.” 
Songwriter: “Well, it’s not 
‘ that good!” 


Victor Dickers 
For Buyout Of 
Indie Dot Label 





up a flock of new labels such as 
Groove, Camden and Label X, is 








} son 


Decca Records is kicking off its 
20th anni program this month with 
a special merchandising push on 
packaged goods. Sydney Goldberg, 
label’s national sales head, hit the 
road last week to brief the Decca 
dealers on the upcoming releases. 
Goldberg has five divisional con- 
fabs on his itinerary. 

The key album in Decca’s anni 
push will be the musical autobiog- 
raphy of Bing Crosby. Set, which 
will be peddled at $27.50, includes 
89 songs on five 12-inch longplay 
platters. It’ll also be packaged on 
extended play disks and priced the 
same as the LPs. A special demo 
disk is being made available to 
dealers at 91c 

The set also will contain a 24- 
page Crosby biog by Louis Unter- 
meyer plus a discography. The 
disks will be packaged in a special 
box, complete with jeweler’s lock 
and key and wrapped in cello- 
phane. 

The Crosby package will head up 
a new fall line of 30 new album 
titles. Among the Decca artists 
repped in the anni album push are 


RCA Victor, which recently set! Fred Waring, the Mills Bros., Russ 


Morgan, the Ink Spots, Danny 
Kaye, Guy Lombardo, Jackie Glea- 
(now a Capitol Records’ 


now interested in buying out the | pactee), Guy Lorhbardo, Ella Fitz- 
|indie Dot Records which head-/| gerald and Leroy Anderson among 


| quarters in Gallatin, Tenn. It’s 


| understood that Randy Wood, Dot 
, topper, has been approached to sell 


| out to Victor and has shown enough 
interest to put a specific price tag 
on his operation. 

Progress of any deal between 
| Victor and Dot will depend on re- 
|action of the top RCA echelon, 
since a considerable amount of 
coin would be involved. Manie 
Sacks, Victor viceprexy and gen- 
eral manager, refused to comment 
on the negotiations, although it is 
known that Sacks has been instru- 
mental in setting several of the 
new Victor labels in order to di- 


versify the merchandising ap- 
proach. 
It’s believed that if Victor 


bought out Dot, it would absorb 








| 
| 


others. 

Decca has arranged a special 
dating plan for dealers who buy 
between Aug. 17 and Sept. 17. An 
additional 10% discount also has 
been arranged for dealers whose 
purchases are more than $100. 

Before heading out on the divi- 
sional sales confab trek, Goldberg 
auditioned his spiel at the home- 
office in New York. Working with 
colored slides, Goldberg traced the 
achievements of the diskery since 
its inception Aug. 4, 1934. He 
pointed out that a big record for 
the diskery in those days rarely 
topped 50,000 disk sales. He cited 
Bing Crosby’s waxing of “Love In 
Bloom” as a disclick that sold only 
36,000 copies. 

As an additional part of the anni 
program, Decca is prepping special 
certificates of merit for dealers 


its Label X into the Dot operation.| who've been with the company 


| Label X, which was launched early | since '34. Diskery also appointed 


| this year, has just about gotten on 
| its feet with a distrib apparatus 
| under sales chief Joe Delaney and 
|}a roster of vocalists under artists 
|& repertoire topper Jimmy Hil- 
liard. 

Dot, on the other hand, has prov- 
en to be one of the strongest inde- 
| pendents in the field for the past 
| couple of years. In the Hilltoppers, 
the label has come up with a po- 
tent vocal combo which has been 
consistently represented in the hit 
lists. In addition, the label has 
| made a dent in the rhythm & blues 


| 


_ markets. 


| 


CORAL INKS ROBERT 0. 
TO PLATTER TERM PACT 








from the nitery and video field, 





publicist Ed Weiner to handle the 
anni promotion chores. 


Betty Hutton’s Spec 
On NBC-TV Sets Unique 
Hurdles for Tunesmiths 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
One of the toughest assignments 





'in songwriting history is nearing 
| its final phases—and if tunesmiths 
| Jay Livingston and Ray Evans sur- 


vive, they will have blazed the 


{trail for what may be an entirely 
| hew chapter in show business. 


Livingston and Evans are writ- 


‘ing the score for the first of the 


Expanding its roster of names, 


' Coral Records has inked Robert Q. | 
Lewis to a term pact. Coral, un- | 
| sible ramifications, 


der artists & repertoire chief Bob 
Thiele, has been stressing comedy 
| platters im recent months with 
such names as Joey Adams. Buddy 
Hackett, Herb Shriner, Eddie Law- 
rence, Steve Allen, Jimmie Ko- 
mack and Myron Cohen. 

Lewis etched several sides pre- 
| viously for MGM Records. 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

| RCA Victor has packaged an- 
| other reading album for the Christ- 
;mas trade, this one with Jean 
|Hersholt. Veteran film and radio 


} 


| 
| Hersholt Reads. Xmas 
| 


: leted recordings of | ¢ 
actor has completed . ~~ ot ithe show, may 


Christmas stories which w 

leased on a 10-inch LP album. 
Stories are translations of Yule- 

tide tales in Danish, Hersholt’s na- 


heard on wax with such items as 
Hans Christian Andersen fairytales. 





ithe 
' 


Max Liebman NBC-TV  spectacu- 
lars, “Satins and Spurs,” starring 
Betty Hutton. It's a songwriting 
chore unlike any that preceded it 
because of the peculiar problems 
involved, the deadline and te pos- 


Three of the nine songs for the 
show have yet to be written 
but they’ve got to be finished by 
next Thursday (12). That's the 
day that Capito] Records begins to 
cut the sides for the “original 
cast” album which will be rushed 
into release so that it is in the 
stores when the show is telecast in 
fall. Of the six that have al- 
ready been written, orchestrations 


| aren't completely available because 


Yarns for RCA Album 


discussions on 
These 


of the pending 
choreographing the show. 


| production details will have to be 


; 


| 


} 


tive tongue. He’s previously been | 


ironed out before the album can 
be cut. 

Pressure of time, Livingston and 
Evans disclosed before heading 
ast for the final weeks of work on 
change Capitdl’s 
plans to record the album. Diskery 
had planned to use the fidm studio 
technique of prerecording and us- 
ing these recordings as a sort of 
soundtrack. Since it now seems 


(Continued on page 48) 
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ER OR AITCHHIKER? 


Decca Set to Mark Its 20th Anni. 
With New Array of Packaged Goods 
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fashioned like a European folk-| 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 


Ray Anthony Orch: “Skokian”-; Put together on wax it has solid 
“Say Hey” (Capitol). An import | appeal, both inside and outside the 
from South Africa, “Skokian” is,trade, and for the non-pros its 
one of the freshest instrumentals} probably a smattering of inside 
to turn up in some time. It has a/ stuff that most laymen like. Schafer 
bright, swinging melodic line that’s | must have had a problem on “clear- 
delineated by a selo soprano sax./ ances,” but however he did it, it's 
Ray Anthony has an excellent ver-| funny stuff and bears repetition. 
sion of this entry, as does Ralph | Abel. 
Marterie for Mercury. Both should; Echoes of “Latin America (Vox). 
share a healthy quota of spins. On! Another worthy addition to the 
the Capitol flip, Anthony has a rou-| George Feyer ‘Echoes’ series 
tine rhythm & blues side. | (“Paris,” “Italy,” “Vienna,” “Broad- 

Eddie Fisher: “I Need You Now’’-| way”). Pianist (with rhythm ac- 
“Heaven Was Never Like This” | comp) lends his brisk, individual 
(Victor). Eddie Fisher has the kind | style, keyboard flair and good taste 
of simple, direct ballad in “I Need! to some unknown as well as famil- 
You Now” that’s best suited to his ier below-border tunes. Some dis- 
open-vo:ced style and he should tinctive arrangements are standout, 
make this tune into a big one.j|as in “Siboney” and “La Cumpar-! 
Hugo Winterhalter’s orch supplies! sita.”’ : 
an appropriately unadorned back-| Movie Cocktails (Vox). Vox Sin- 











ground. “Heaven” is another) fonietta of Vienna, under Hans 
pleasing tune with good potential. Hagen, in attractive arrangements 
Johnny Desmond: “The High ' of theime scngs or music from eight 


And The Mighty’-“Got No Time”) films. Pianist Eduard Mrazek is a 
(Coral). The background theme, formidable soloist in ‘Warsaw 
from the pie, “High And The Concerto” (‘Suicide Squadron’) 
Mighty,” hes been given a fine Ned | but zither-player Anton Karas, re- 
Washington lyric that Johnny Des- | creating the “Third Man Theme” 
mond belts out with considerable! from that pic, has a too elaborate 
impact. “Got No Time” is aj arrangement with the orch, losing 
rhythm oldie handled with a good the simplicity of his performance 
beat by Desmond. ‘originally in the film. ‘“Terry’s 

















Percy Faith Orch: “Song For‘ Theme” from “Limelight,” “Moulin | 

MAY BTN Ee -Cee. 3o rs ee See SKOKIAN 
PRALMNAUNE DE SOR San et tas o aeains 6 Sip Saeee'e she a.e Soe keg Say Hey 

ND. x oil's 8 SRE as. A bee, Ces I NEED YOU NOW 
CTC RINE ce has ss Heaven Was Never Like This 








Sweethearts” - “Bubbling Over”, Rouge,” “Hi Lili, Hi Lo” (“Lili”) 
(Columbia). In “Song For Sweet-| are other appealing tunes. 
hearts,” Percy Faith returns to the | Jazz Highlights 
“Moulin Rouge” Duke Ellington, as bandleader | 





atmosphere for | 
another lovely side, richly etched | and composer, again comes to the 


: | forefront of the jazz scene with a 
d fea- . 
oe ae ee cioat Re-| flock of albums framed around | 


. — , : ,| him. As part of its “Great Jazz 
verse is a bright, fanciful entry Composers” series, Columbia Rec- 


‘ _ords has packaged a set of “Duke. 
dance number. Orch: “Beloved | Ellington Played By Duke Elling- 
Richard Maltby = : Ma b +; ton” which, historically and musi- 
Be True"’-"St. Louis Blues ! _ ‘cally, is a firstrate piece of work. ; 
(ated weg nar anctrate ides for | roe, SePertolre ranges from “Soll-| 
the RCA Victor subsid, Label X. | post’ war "The Nothing “Till You! 
and this Soupling minintey | Hest From Me” and festures al of| 
lad spotlighting a strong vocal by| the late. Ivy sealer Mra 
Russ Emerick. On the Sip. Maly | Indigo.” 
goes on the mam ick with a; A sam : : 
on , : ! ple of his contemporary 
flashy workover of the W. C. Handy | +254 is found in “Ellington '35,” a 
c : — Huck! | Capitol set of standards written by | 
at — seme Wistert me bandionter and others. It’s still | 
Evidently Lou Monte believes that tinuity of style over the Years is 
lighting sib — oo — = markedly underlined in comparing | 
same _ and so . in “Huckle the Capitol and Columbia albums. 
an Italian be ag lt Strut. | onder the Norgran label, Al Hib-| 
Buck. After his arktow F bier, former Ellington vocalist, | 
ters’ Ball a a“ a cout "7 does eight tunes in his bluesy style | 
nts eae, es geet eine ber | while Johams Hedees, former El. 
its y. ; , iington alto lead, has etched a set | 
y Ae Dy we ee pleasingly | of jliegien erent standards | 
, y ¥ : | under the same label. 
Betty Reilly: “The Peanut Ven- Frank Wess Quintet (Commo- 
dor’-“Blues In The Night” (Capi- | dore). Marking the reentry of this | 
tol). Two great standard§ in fresh | pioneer jazz label into, the market | 
vocal arrangements by the Irish after a long hiatus, this set by the 














LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
152nd Consectutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Will Appear 
CORN PALACE 
Mitchell, So. Dakota 


Sept. 19th through Sept. 25th 








Frank Wess Quintet is a pleasing 
blend of traditional swing and 
modern jazz elements. Wess’ flute 
solos are the highlights of the set. 

Stan Kenton Showcase (Capitol). 
In this set, Stan Kenton plays a 


| group of jazz instrumentals by Bill 


Holman, but the Kenton style over- 
shadows everything else. Album is 
an excellent hi-fi demonstration 
piece. 

Oscar Peterson Plays Jerome 
Kern (Clef). Oscar Peterson is a 
prodigious keyboard artist who can 
rock or play pretty. On this set, 
he works over 12 Kern standards. 
Part of a series, Peterson has also 
cut two other albums recently of 
Richard Rodgers’ and Vincent You- 
mans’ tunes. 








! | Longhair Disk Reviews 





Vivaldi Concerti (Vanguard; 
$5.95). Four varied, attractive 
works, representative of the classic 
Italian master, and here given in 
firstrate, even elegant perform- 
ances. Fiddler Jan Tomasow brings 
a sweet expressive yet not thick 
tone, as well as fine musicianship, 
to violin concerti in A Minor and 
G Minor. Ludwig Pfersmann is an 
accomplished soloist in the Con- 
certo for Flute and Orch, Op. 10, 
No. 3. Vienna State Opera Cham- 
ber Orch lends fine work in sup- 
port, as well as in its own offering, 
the Concerto Grosso in D Minor, 
Op. 3, No. 11. 

Mattiwilda Dobbs (Angel; $4.95). 
American Negro coloratura sopra- 
no in a highly appealing song 
recital, aided by pianist Gerald 
Moore. Variety of art songs by 
Schubert, Brahms, Wolf, Faure and 
others is well handled, in an ex- 
pressive ‘style, with a superior 
voice and sure technique, although 
a couple numbers, like Brahms’ 
“‘Auf dem Schiffe,” are occasionally 
too shrill. 

Schubert: Sonatas in G, Op. 78 & 


for its album “liner” only one 
palm and coconut milk.” 


casting, NBC and CBS. 


des-Pres”; Jacqueline Francois’ 


belt). 


school. 


in A, Op. 120 (Vox; $5.95). Pianist 
Friedrich Wuehrer in engaging 
performances of two appealing, 
melodious works. The Sonata in A 
is lyric, expressive, almost child- 
like; the other (“‘Fantasy’’) is more 
dramatic and moody, though with 
lively stretches. . 

French Theatre Music (Mercury; 
$5.95). Detroit Symph, under 
Paul Paray, in effective renditions 
of the familiar “Sorcerer’s Ap- 
prentice” (Dukas) and ‘‘Pelleas & 
Melisande” (Faure) and the un- 
familiar ‘“Spider’s Feast” (Roussel). 





Last-named is a pleasant novelty, 





senorita, Betty Reilly. Pee | 
Vendor” is right down wed yaad 
alley and she belts it with drive} LARIETY 
and humor. “Blues In The Night’ | RIETY 
also gets a striking rendition, al- Oooo eee eeees 
though Miss Reilly tends to hoke o> 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


up the lyric in spots with over- | ae Era: ’ 

pM Rha pe HB 9 | a go ee RP a ge 
Pearl Bailey: “He’s Gone’-“I| 2. TLE THINGS MEAN A Be Gee es pes 

Wouldn't Walk Across The Street” | 3. LITTLE SHOEMAKER (5) hh SRT 

‘Coral). “He's pene” * onay 4. THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN (11) .................. 

piece of material for Pear ailey, | _ ; 

tailored along the lines of her “I'm | . IN THE CHAPEL EN be MOONLIGHT (3) .............. 

Tired” click. This one doesn’t have Ge ee ee ee 

the same punch but ggg sand OR kk SE a eS GR De eae ee 

gives it a humorous ride. Reverse | ’ ‘ : 

shapes up as a catchy tune, but the S. HERNANDO’S HIDEAWAY (9) ...............0ccceccovene 

lyric strains for cleverness in oe: Ey SIE eer Ens Lr yer 

spots. Miss Bailey brings out its | 10. CRAZY ’BOUT YOU, BABY*(5) .................. 

maximum potential, Pk ee ewe Bem ae ree eae hh" SA Ar 2 She eee ss 44442 

Album Reviews Second Croup 

Pardon My Blooper! (Jubilee LP | I CRIED 


2&3). This must be a click because 
already there’s a road company on 
the market, utilizing the word 
‘uff” in the title, and while it may 
be as funny as Kermit Schafer’s 


ANGELS IN THE SKY 


GOODNIGHT, SWEETHEART, GOODNIGHT 
THEY WERE DOING THE MAMBO 


+e eee 


oe eee eww eee eeerene 


anthology of flubs, bloopers, spoon- | THE HIGH AND I ae ocean We i ee ie et rp 
erisms and fluffs, og Tala ee ee nn as 

undoubtedly must be the best sam- | , Py Tee eee as begs Cis i Me he pe ee ie 
plings thereof. Some of it is down- f € MY FRIEND Ca eRe Ce Pe ees v0 cee wae Ca Oho dsc be He he COS ORO 4 OD 
right funny; some of it shocking | LITTLE SHOEMAKER bbe owihs ches ke oe 08 Cee 6 60s Oboe oe te Ole 6s 
(for parlor consumption); and some | SH-BOOM ......... Fo eo Te ee 

of it sounds contrived. But all in| ¢ THE GREATEST FEELING IN THE WORLD... 


all it's a novel, offbeat 10-inch LP 
platter. Many of the flubs are now 


radio-tv lore, such as ‘“Hoobert | I cg ok cee xsd eek oe 
Heever,” “Mr. Keen, loser “ red | SE Ae ON: 
persons*—‘“‘another virgin of the : , ee 
famous Jove story,” etc., and one CINNAMON SINNER 


of them at least seems staged and + HAPPY WANDFRER 
deliberately slurred. This refers to | 
Uncle Don and the open mike and | 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of 


THERE NEVER WAS A NIGHT SO BEAUTIFUL ..... 


a 
Crew Cuts .......... .Mercury 
Mitty HauUee vcs sc cana: Decca 
Gavlords ....0s~ ect sae: Mercury 
POU BOOS oni sca eaan ss Decca 
Mitty Batten (oo Skea. Decca 
Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 
Rosemary Cloeney ...Columbia 
Archie Bleyer ........ Cadence 
Hugo Winterhatler ......Victor 
nee: CGR. oie este wees Mercury 
POE PAGE ook kciiccses Mercury 
McGuire Sisterg ......... Coral 
Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor 
Tony Martin. .i<..i oecws Victor 
Le Roy Holmes ...... Label X 
Four ‘Knighte ...0ccsces Capitol 
Radice Fishet®.5 6.05 Victor 
Hugo Winterhalter ...... Victor 
Me... » wht claws sd Ve ured Cat 
FOUr TUNOs 6465 ced Fok Jubilee 
gs eo Ps Victor 
Billy Williams ...,..... .Coral 
Betty Madigan ......... M-G-M 
Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
Frank Weir .......... London 


weeks song has been in the Top 10] 


“I hope that keeps the little b--s.” | $9449¢¢6¢00060¢¢7966406000¢6640+66004  AAAAAAAAARARAAAR RR EOS e 
PHEF+HOO+EOOS 


Patachou’s ‘““Montmartre” recital. 
Aram Avakian’s program notes in the Maurice Chevalier anthology, 
he repeats again in all three, and his literal following of the song 
lyrics is about as good a French lesson for American Francophiles 
as seeing a French film. It’s better in that it permits a leisurely 
appreciation of the lyrics in all their nuances. 
it is patent how more meaningful—and original—are the French 
lyricists, especially when pointing their poignant ballads at per- 
sonalities like the Mlles. Greco, 





Mellow Music—Choice Albums: 


The first two of RCA Victor’s four Latin-American: “recipe 
albums” are titled “Dinner in Rio” (Fafa Lemos orch) and “Dinner 
in Buenos Aires” (Terig Tucci orch.), respectively waxed in Holly- 
wood and New York, by two prime exponents of their (original) 
native country’s music. The gastronomic fillip comes from char- 
acteristic recipes of the lands—in fact the B.A. platter (LPM 1019) 
has two recipes for “empanadas” (meat pies) and “jigote” (ground 
meat), whereas the Rio musico-cuisine sampling (LPM 1017) has 


recipe—“shrimp with hearts of 


Apparently the musico-gastronomic 
frontiers may not be crossed with vintages—viands are OK, but 
not the vin du pays—although, paradoxically, both are adorned 
with attractive covers of females whose obvious physical charms 
are enhanced by symbolic wine glasses. 


As is apparently a wise new trend in “liners,” the notes do 
a fine job in further assisting in the interpretation of the moods 
and tempos of the respective countries. Bill Simon analyzes the 
Brazilian tempos, its»moods and meanings, and John S. Wilson 
does an equally competent job on the Argentine music—tango, 
the tango-cancion, the ranchera, the mestiza (with its Incan influ- 
ences), the perico, the samba, and the rest. 


The music is lush and the interpretations sultry and appropri- 
ately keyed to the dinner music moods. Maestro Fafa Lemos, born 
in Rio, went from a violin prodigy soloist of 13 with the Rio 
Philharmonic to the Casino de Urea to an exclusive Victor artist. 
Maestro Terig Tucci, who conduets the salon orchestra, is a native 
of B.A., and has been musical director of the Latin-American 
division of the Voice of America, director of Latin-American 
programs for International General Electric, World Wide Broad- 


In another “foreign” idiom, Columbia offers three 12-inch LPs 
(CL 569-570-571) respectively of Juliette Greco in “St. Germain- 


“Mademoiselle de Paris”; and 
As with the expert treatment of 


And once again 


Francois and Patachou. 


The cynics, in reviewing this concentration of how-much-I-love- 
Paris (in all its environs, faubourgs, Right Bank, Left Bank, etc.) 
with jaundiced ear, might well be moved to exclaiming, “So all 
right already—why doesn’t a French singer wax ecstatic about 
LeHavre or Marseilles or maybe just the Bordeaux or Epernay 
wine country.” (A Coral disk by Eddie Lawrence on “In Old Vi- 
enna” is a sampling of satirical impatience with the Blue Danube 
But fact remains that there is something about the French 
idiom which does enjoy farflung appeal, and Columbia has done 
a capital job in projecting this series. 


In another mood music idiom—again with the cup that cheers 
on the front cover—Jackie Gleason’s “Music, Martinis and Mem- 
ories,” again has Bobby Hackett featured on the trumpet (Capitol 
W-509). This, too, is suave salon music, lush, nostalgic, replete 
with strings and loaded with such favorites as “Time On My 
Hands,” “I Love You,” “I’ll Be Seeing You,” “Yesterdays”—a sure- 
fire medley of 16 popular standards of the “society” dansapation 


: All these are durable stock items for any dealer or customer, 
timeless in their appeal. It’s a wise merchandising move by all con- 
cerned to build a backlog and catalog by no means dependent on any 
quick-whim hit of the moment. These are lasting potpourris of fine 
music, given the lushest treatment in technique and interpretation. 
They deserve the popular vogue they will enjoy. 


Dn nea a A RHE ENDED RE HE AO FR OE RE 


~ Abel. 


a melodious ballet on the insect 
world. 

Rachmaninoff: Songs & Mussorg- 
sky: The Nursery (Capitol; $5.70). 
Russ soprano Maria Kurenko 
offers some lovely art songs here, 
in foreeful style and attractive 
voice that occasionally goes shrill. 
Rachmaninoff pieces are on the 
sombre side; the Mussorgsky num- 
bers are lighter, pleasant vignettes. 

Mozart: Concerti No. 18 in B 
Flat & 19 in F (Epic; $5.95). Two 
charming piano works, with the B 
Flat quite light and beguiling and 
the F Major more energetic and 
robust, but no less_ interesting. 
Hans Henkemens has the proper 
approach and a solid technique. 
Vienna Symph under John Prit- 
chard adds effective support. 

Bron. 





Marilyn Monroe to Do 
RCA ‘Show Business’ Set 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

RCA Victor has scheduled a re- 
cording date for Marilyn Monroe 
later this month when she will cut 
several singles and her first album 
for release by the Little Dog. 
Items probably will be on the 
Christmas list. 

Album sides will consist of some 
standards and some of the tunes 
from Irving Berlin’s “There's No 
Business Like Show Business,” in 
which she’s currently working at 
20th Century-Fox. 





From Cleffer to Cadence 


Maddy Russell has completed 
the circle. Miss Russell started 
out as a thrush a couple of years 
ago and then switched to tune 
writing. Last week she cut a demo 
of her song, “No One Came To My 
Party,” and auditioned it for Ca- 
dence Records’. prexy Archie 
Bleyer who pacted her to the la- 
bel as a warbler. 

Miss Russell wrote the tune 
with her husband, Jack Siegel. 





Louis Jordan orch booked for a 
one-niter at the San Antonio Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, Aug. 31. 
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Jocks Taking 
To Mambo Beat 


With the rapid spread of the- 
mambo beat in the last year, pop 
disk jockeys are now programming 
an increasing number of such plat- 
ters on their shows. Especially 
in the big cities, the jocks are find- | 
ing that the pop and mambo blend | 
is going over with their listeners. | 

Catering to the mambo trend, 
RCA Victor has made up a kit of | 
25 disks in the Latin field for the | 
jocks. Kit contains 15 alltime. 
bestsellers and 10 of the latest | 
numbers. Victor polled the jocks , 
on the kit and discovered that | 
most of the key cities deejays | 
were either playing mambo records ' 
or planning to. 

Victor, meantime, has. repacted , 
Perez Prado, one of its topselling | 
mambo names, to a new longterm 
deal. | 


Magnavox Prez Sees 25% 
Sales Upbeat at N.Y. Meet; 
$62,500,000 for 53-54 


Steady upbeat in Magnavox 
sales was predicted last week by 
Frank M. Freimann, prez of Mag- 
navox Co., who anticipates that 
sales from Aug. 1 to Jan. 1 alone | 
will be up 25% over last year. 
Gross sales for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, ’54 were $62,500,000, 
this covering all consumer and 
military purchases, such as radios, 
tv sets, phonos and other | elec- 
tronic devices. Sales were an in- 
crease over the previous year, 
which reached $57,979,000, and are 
in sharp contrast to the general 
volume decline of the electronic 
industry in °53-’54. 

Freimann made his prediciion at | 
a special four-day showing of new 
Magnavox models in radio, tv and 
phonos held at the Park Lane 
Hotel, N. Y., Tuesday through Fri- 
day (27-30). Exhibit was set up for 
dealers (not retail buyers) in this 
area who couldn't attend the regu- 
lar '54 tradeshow of the National 
Assn. of Music Merchants in Chi- 
cago July 12-15, and over. 1,000 
people attended. 

Stress of the exhibit was on hi- 
fi. Magnavox stepped into the 
custom-built field with component 
parts for hi-fi assemblage of | 
phonos and radios, offering three 
sets of gold-plated metal parts, at 
$387, $462 and $565 complete. 
New radio-tv-phono models fea- | 
ture a four-speaker sound system | 
using two 12-inch hi-fi speakers and | 
speakers and two five-inch ones. | 
Exhibit offered a combo of tv and | 
45 rpm phono consolette for a | 
kid’s room; Symphenic Model | 
phono with radio and tape-record- | 
er attachment for $745; a Mag- 
nasonie phono without radio at- 
tachment, with 20-watt amplifier, 
for $198.50; a Concert Master 
Phono at $350, and other models. 
The tv models were also varied. 


SIX N.Y. DATES, 1ST TOUR 
SET FOR CONCERT CHOIR 


Latest vocal group to have estab- 
lished itself on the longhair scene 
is the N.Y. Concert Choir. With 
its third season coming up, outfit 
has six concerts set for Town Hall, 
N.Y., plus its first tour. It has 
three appearances skedded with 
the Chicago Symphony and a tour 
mapped of midwest colleges. In 
addition, it will sing with the 
American Chamber Opera Society 
n N.Y - aS before. Last year, group 
gave four Town Hall concerts and 
Sang four more times with the 
Opera Society, 

Founded by Margaret Hillis 
Juilliard and Union Theological 
iusic instructor, group is directed 
and conducted by her. Repertoire 
covers the full choral music field, 
ons ancients to moderns. Season’s 
+ ey this year will be at Town 
rg Dec. 19, in a Xmas program 
plow ne Haydn and contemporary 
a a Group has also started re- 
N > 'ng, with Vox issuing its “Les 
I oces" of Stravinsky. 
ee W. Rubin Artists Mgt. acts 
lea and biz manager. Julia 

iS exec sec of the outfit. 


























VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES — 





Coin Machines 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


- Retail Disks 

















NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated abowe. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
1 1 {Little Things Mean a Lot 
KITTY KALLEN (Decca)................. )Chapel In The Moonlight 
Sh-Boom | 
aD CREW CUTS (Mercury)................. nn yan ‘Bout You, Baby 
3 5  GAYLORDS (Mercury) ................- ate. 
4 FOUR ACES (Decca) ...........0.0... 4 Wedding hells apd eects 
5 ARCHIE BLEYER (Cadence) ............. . Hernando’s Hideaway 
6 : (Hey There 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ....... )This Ole House ‘ies 
7 ne LE ROY HOLMES (M-G-M).............. . High and the Mighty 
8 6 FRANK WEIR (London) ................ . Happy Wanderer 
9 - DEAN MARTIN (Capitol)................ . Sway 
10 be VAUGHN MONROE (Victor)............ .. hey Were Doing the Mambo 
TUNES 
ao (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 5 *LITTLE SHOEMAKER ........... ME PPE BE EARNEST. COPING? . Bourne 
2 1 *LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT ...... Reed Uni os ous La oeersaacew er Feist 
3 2 I HN AAS S oy Poe ile cictgre i alk EW sé Uolss g WS a0 sQieirs Hill & Range 
4 3 *THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN........:............. hae Robbins 
5 4 SRI Oe MUNIN U A oo cc cece cc ec cl cesesseeeseeveaces Frank 
6 7 I ae tn es Ee i a acnvees Tob eaccee nee Frank 
7 8 ~ SR I es ee rn Witmark 
8 6 I ora, on ove ety bum Adw denlset\ ce viepdees nensseds Fox 
9 we PEA is BE TH BROOME. «onic cc oaee cc cccse cic ctcses Shapiro-B 
10 - +’?’M A FOOL TO CARE............. i eg ee ee res Peer 








1ST CONCERT TOUR SET 
FOR EX-TRIB STAFFER 


Saramae Endich, young soprano 
who was a member of the N.Y. 
Herald Tribune’s European edition 
staff in N.Y. for seven years, until 
recently, has been set for her first 
national concert tour by Columbia 
Artists Met. 

Miss Endich spent two seasons 
at the Berkshire Festival summer 


school in Tanglewood, Mass., and 


was. “discovered” when given solo 
work in choral and opera produc- 
tions there. As result, Miss En- 
dich, still in her 20’s, was pacted 
by Columbia. She's appearing this 
summer as soloist with the Cleve- 
land Pops Orchestra, and has a 
long recital tour set for fall and 
winter. 


Shaw Artists Expands 
One-Niter, Latin Depts. 


In a new expansion move Billy 
Shaw has added Jack Whittemore 
to the Shaw Artists’ agents roster. 
Whittemore will head up the one- 
nighter department replacing Bob 
Astor who’s being switched to Chi- 
cago to head up the Shaw branch 
there. 

Whittemore previously had 
agented for General Artists Corp. 
and Music Corp. of America. He 
also headed up his own percentery 
for a time. Shaw also is expand- 
ing his Latin-Américan department, 








bringing in orch leader Catalina 
Rolon to supervise that division. 

Boom in the rhythm & blues and 
Latino fields has forced the Shaw 
operation to expand physically as 
well as in personnel. Outfit is cur- 
rently taking additional floor space 
in its N. Y. headquarters. 











Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending July 24) 
London, July 26. 
Things Mean a Lot...Robbins 
eS | a Robbins 
Happy Wanderer... .Bosworth 


Little Shoemaker ..... Bourne 
Wanted ..... Harms-Connelly 
Coins in Fountain....... Feist 
Secret Love.. .Harms-Connelly 
Friends, Neighbors ....Reine 
Tete SONI ess oie cee Bron 
Heart of My Heart... F.D.&H. 
I Get So Lonely...... Maddox 
Never Land....Keith Prowse 
Second 12 3 
Young at Heart...... Victoria 
Someone Else’s Roses. . Fields 
Don’t Laugh At Me...... Toff 


Cross Over Bridge New World 
Story of Tina....Macmelodies 


Te OR acc aceas ~ -Kassner 
Me Pie. ..scskers Chappell 
Changing Partners ....Mellin 
Such a Night......... Sterling 


West of Zanzibar....Bluebird 
D’dw’d Stage. Harms-Connelly 
Bimbo .Macmelodies 


US. SINGER CAN’T ENTER 


London, Aug. 3. 

U. S. singer Billy Shepard was 
refused readmission to Britain 
when he arrived at Dover from 
Paris last week. He was coming 
over to discuss further recording 
sessigns ‘he waxed for Columbia 
here on his last trip) and cabaret 
dates, but immigration officials re- 
fused to allow him to remain in 
this country as he did not have a 
Ministry of Labor permit. Also, 
through the non-arrival of funds 
from the States, he had only a 
small sum of money with him, and 
they contended it was not sufficient 
for him to maintain himself. 

Even though Al Burnett, proprie- 
tor of the Stork Room where 
Shepard had worked for a success- 
ful season, told the authorities that 
he would be responsible for the 
singer, officialdom was adamant. 


Dover, with a police guard. 





New Omaha Spot 
Omaha, Aug. 3. 
King’s Ballroom at Lincoln, Neb., 


bands, 
management as the Hide-a-Way. 
Sammy Stevens, new manager, 





heads his own quintet, featuring 
Joan Murray. 


The only concession they made was | 
to allow him to sleep the night in| 


a spot that once booked name! 
has reopened under new) 


SPA Collects. 
506 for Writers 


As result of its recent deal with 
publishers on royalties due from 
lyric folie publications, Songwrit- 
ers Protective Assn. has collected 
well over $50,000 in the last year 
from pubs for distribution to writ- 
ers. SPA made its latest payment 
of $10,000 te writers last .week 
after auditing books of publishers. 

Checkups of the ,books has been 
made on both coasts by SPA ac- 
countant Dave Blau. Under its 
agreement with pubs, the writers 
are entitled to a flat fee or a royal- 
ty cut on all income from lyric 
mag publications issued before 
| 1947. The old SPA contract was 
| not explicit on this point and 
| hence a new interpretation, agreed 
'on by both sides, was made last 
| year. 








| 
RCA to Cut ‘Patterson’ 


Set in Rehearsal With 
Blend of Songs & Dialog 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

RCA Victor will introduce two 
|; new ideas when it cuts the cast al- 
bum of the upcoming play “Mrs. 
Patterson,” which stars Eartha 
Kitt. Leonard Sillman production, 
which Guthrie MeClintic is staging, 
is not a musical but a drama which 
has six songs interspersed. through 
the action® Victor acquired the al- 
bum rights since Miss Kitt is under 
contract to the plattery. 

First of the innovations is a re- 
cording at the time of the dress 
rehearsal so that the first pressing 
can be completed in time to ship 
the albums to the towns in which 
the play will try out prior to its 
Broadway bow in January. The 
out-of-town engagements are ex- 
pected to be aided by the album 
hypo and Sillman has promised 
that there will be no changes in 
the songs after rehearsals get un- 
derway so that the recording can 
be made with ease. 

Other unusual feature of the 
deaL is that Victer will record the 
'album with important chunks of 
dialog in addition te the songs. As 
a result, the album purchaser will 
get what amounts to a condensed 
version of the show rather than 
|merely hearing the songs. Tunes 
were all penned by James Shelton. 


CAPITOL NABS RIGHTS 
TO ‘DILLY’ MUSICOMEDY 


Hellywood, Aug. 3. 

Capitol Records has grabbed the 
original cast album of the forth- 
coming Broadway musical comedy 
“Dilly,” as a result of the signing 
'of Ella Legan to star. Miss Logan 
is under contract to the Coast 
| Waxery. Capitol did not invest in 
the show. 
| Vernon Duke composed the score 
and Jerry Lawrence and Robert E. 
| Lee penned the book from Theo- 
| dore Pratt’s novel “Miss Dilly Says 











BRIT. SANS WORK PERMIT No.” Gala Ebin will produce. 





‘Oakland Subs Gilbert 
As Coast SPA Chairman 


Ben Oakland has been named 
chairman of the Coast committee 
of the Songwriters Protective Assn. 
to fill the spot caused by the recent 
resignation of L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Pressure of other duties, notably 
his election to the board of 
ASCAP, forced Gilbert to exit the 
SPA post. 

Meantime, Miriam Stern, SPA 
exec secretary, is planning to head 
out to the Coast in the fall to set 
up a Hollyweod office. At the 
present time, there are over 800 
members of SPA residing in or 
near California. 





Cap’s Longhair Push 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Capito] Records’ plunge into the 
fullscale album field this fall will 
be highlighted by classical and 
semi-classical offerings. 
| On the initial release schedule 
are “Starlight Concert’ and 
“Echoes of Spain,” two new albums 
by the Hollywood Bowl Symphony 
Orchestra. Others on the initial 
schedule include Hollywood String 
| Quartette, St. Louis Symphony, 
| Pittsburgh Symphony and such art- 
jists as Nathan Milstein, Leonard 
}Pennario and Victor Aller. 
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Columbia Adds — 
Tape Machines To 


| 


s 6 
Equipment Line 
The tape recording biz made an- | 
other step forward this week with 
the move-in of Columbia Records. 
Diskery teamed with Bell & 
Howell, motion picture equipment 
outfit, to manufacture tape record- 
about 14 titles.) 

James B. Conkling, Columbia 
prez, said the move into the tape 
recording equipment field does 
not indicate that the diskery is 
planning to usher in a pre-recorded 
tape line. (RCA Victor now is 
manufacturing tape recorders as 
well as a pre-recorded tape line of 
about 14 titles. 

Conkling, however, left the door 
open by stating that the company 
has been and is continuing to study 
the problems of manufacturing and 
marketing the pre-recorded tape. |: 
Major drawback now, according to 
Conkling, is the high cost of the 
raw material tape. 

The Columbia-Bell & Howell | 
tape recorder line will tee off with | 
two models, a table model and a- 
portable unit. The table model will | 
be priced at $229.50, while the 





portable unit will sell for $249.50. 

The sets will be manufactured 
by B&H and marketed by Colum- 
bia via its distributors around the 
country. B&H plans to market a! 
similar model, using the B&H tag | 
only, through retail photographic 
dealers. 

The table model tape recorder 
will feature Col’s latest develop- 
ment in sound reproduction, the 
Kilosphere. The device, the size of 
a small candy bar, provides the 





equivalent of about 2,000 minute 
loudspeakers capable of relaying | 
frequencies of up to 20,000 cycles | 
per second. | 

The “K” speaker, as the Kilo-| 
sphere device is being tagged, aiso 
will be incorporated in Col’s ‘‘360” 
phonograph player line. The new! 
model will be priced at $149.95 | 
while -the old-style “360, which! 
debuted last year, is being marked | 
down from $139 to $119. j 

Col also added to its equipment 
turnout this vear with the addition 
of an AM-FM tuner to its line. The! 
tuner is pegged for use with the) 
“360K” and the Col-B&H table 
model tape recorder. The tuner is 
priced at $99.95. 





Duke to Coral 
Coral Records has tagged Billy 
Duke and his Dukes, new vocal 
combo, to a longterm pact. 
Initial release will be a coupling | 
of “I Cried” and “Love Ya, Love) 
Ya, Love Ya.” 


Lili’s’ 52. Platters 


“Hi-Lili Hi-Lo,” tune from the 
Metro pic, “Lili,” has racked up a 


the topseller has been MGM Rec- 
ords’ soundtrack disk with Leslie 
Caron, the pic’s star. | 

Tune, which was written by/| 
Bronislaw Kaper, is published by 
Robbins Music of The Big Three. | 
About 200,000 disks have been sold | 
in the U.S. and about 125,000 sheet | 


copies. j 


Kansas Adapts ‘Range’ 
As Its Official Song 


Kansas City, Aug. 3. 


The State of Kansas has nailed 
down “Home on the Range” as its 
official song with a shrine honor- | 
ing the home of the composer at | 
Smith Center in north central | 
Kansas. A rude pioneer cabin was | 
made a state shrine there last week 
with Governor Edward F. Arn of- 
ficiating and about 1,500 people | 
in attendance. 

The shrine honors Dr. Brewster 
Higley, pioneer physician who 
wrote the music in 1873 under title 
of “My Western Home.” Dan Kel- 
ley, a Smith Center’ druggist and 
a banjo player, wrote the words. 
The shrine is a project of the 
Smith Center Rotary Club, which | 
will maintain the cabin. 








/of contract suit in Los 


' cording 


Collegiate Kick for Jazz in Projected 





Victor Nabs 5 Cats 


RCA 


they’ll etch their first sides next 


week on artists & repertoire-chief | 


Joe Carlton’s return from. the 


Coast. 


' Group has been heard on some | 
| indie 


labels in rhythm & blues 
tunes, but Victor will use them for 
pop stuff. 





Sells Junk Disks As 


New, So Victor Sues 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
RCA Victor filed a $5,000 breach 
Angeles 
Federal Court against Julius Bi- 
hari, doing business as Cadet 
Records, and Modern Records Dis- 
tributing Inc. 

RCA custems pressing division 
sold Bihari scrap records and ac- 
to complaint, he found 
some “defective” Clef. Norgran 
and Mercury records in pile and 
has been selling them around the 
country. Diskery also asked for 
temporary restraining order. 
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GAYLORDS (Mercury) 

1 gs ee pe Peete er eee eae 229 - 2-2 a. met 2° 2 4.232 1 120 

CREW CUTS (Mercury) ae 

2 2  “Sh-Boom” ............... Vic Gu re eh oae as cee ee 1 1 : 3 SS ae Seen ae | 1 , > o<age 

KITTY KALLEN (Decca) Es 

3 2 “sie Thikes Meee Lat’......:..........-.... SS ay Sh ta 1 10 1 ‘ + -—s 91 
ARCHIE BLEYER (Cadence) é 
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ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) : 
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FRANK WEIR (London) 
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LeROY HOLMES (M-G-M) . 

8 15 “High and the Mighty”.......................... ae oe 3 4 37 

KITTY KALLEN (Decca) ld 

ee ee rere ra eee SS wee ee 5 8 6 34 

McGUIRE SISTERS (Coral) 

10 9 “Goodnight Sweetheart”..................-....-. 7 7 ee, 8 : 24 

FOUR TUNES (Jubilee) 

1l1 13 “{ Understand How You Feel”................... 7 ae ae ee ice rake | 

KAY STARR (Capitol) 

12A 10 “If You Really EP ee ae a eee 9 8 8 7 16 

VICTOR YOUNG (Cat) 

128 12 “High and the Mighty”............+............. .:.% 16 

ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) 
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DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) : 
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; THREE SUNS (Victor) ie 
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‘Seuderen tmaeuer"iee't S| Disk-Concert Setup by MCA, Victor. 


* RCA Victor and Music Corp, of 
| America will join in a largescale 
| jazz pgomotion this fall in both the 

Victor has signed a new, 

vocal group, The Five Cats, and) 


disk and live concert markets. 
Under the overall title of “Jazz On 
' The Campus,” MCA is prepping 
about 15 jazz groups to tour 
' around 75 colleges in concert dates, 
while Victor will package albums 
by several of these groups with a 
“Jazz On The Campus” spotlighted 
on the label. 

Project stems from the big in- 
crease in the jazz market since end 
of the war, particularly in the col- 


es. N y are small combos 
leges. Not only are small bo 


playing the campus circuit to good 
boxoffice returns, but many schools 
have added jazz courses to their 
regular musie curriculum. 
Among the groups to tour will be 
combos led by Max Kaminsky and 
Don Elliot. The styles will range 
from traditional dixieland to mod- 
e-n sounds and it’s hoped that the 
series will develop some new names 
in the jazz field. 

The “Jazz On The Campus” pro}- 
ect is patterned somewhat after 
Norman Granz’ “Jazz At The Phil- 
harmonic” series. Granz plays his 
troupe in all of the big symphony 
halls and auditoriums in key citi-s 
and atso packages “JATP” albums 
under his own label. Granz’ opera- 
tion has been consistently the most 
successful in dhe jazz field. One 
of the main reasons is that Granz 
has a virtual corner on available 
_top jazz names currently. 

Granz has cut his “JATP” al- 
bums at actual concerts’ and it’s 
likely that Victor will do the same 
for some of its “JOTC” sets. 


Dot Records Adds New 
| Wrinkle With Ad Agency 





Plugging Disks in Frisco 
San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

A new twist in record promotion 
has developed here with the hir- 
ing of the Roy S. Durstine Adver- 
tising Agency office here by Randy 
| Wood of Dot Records for record 
|} promotion. Bob Engiand. Durstine 
account executive, persuaded Wood 
|to take on the agency to push 
| specific Dot recordings in Northern 

' California. 
| So far, in a little over a year, the 
| agency has worked on six or eight 
different records for Dot, England 
says, mailing out 125 copies of 
j each of them to disk jockeys, pro- 
gram directors and other contacts 
in the area. News releases are 
sent to columnists and radio-tv 
editors in addition. 

Several interesting aspects of 
the tie-up have been widely dis- 
cussed in recording circles here. 
How can an indie label afford to 
pay an ad agency enough to make 
it worth the latter’s while when 
the prevailing price for one-shot 
record promotion is $50 to $100? 
It is understood, however, that 
Wood has hired the agency on a 
fee basis for short periods only, 
| usually a week, but for one promo- 
| tion, which lasted longer, a fee 
| close to $500 was paid. 
| England reports that the smaller 
|} stations in the outlying territory 
|are not serviced by the regular 
| distributors (which the latter deny) 
|and are delighted to get the rec- 
| ords and the publicity material. 
| Locally, at least one station 
| librarian pointed out how much 
|more weight was earried by an 
|advertising agency rep, whose 
|agency handles lots of spot busi- 
ness for the station, than by an 
ordinary songplugger or record 
promotion man. The station is not 
| likely to ignore a request from a 
heavy billing agency, but might 
iwell sluff off the glibbest talking 
record promotion man in the busi- 
ness. 


Reis Grabs Rights To 
| Egyptian’ Soundtrack 


Decca Records, which clicked 
with the soundtrack score from the 
Universal-International pic, “‘The 
Glenn Miller Story,” has picked 
up the soundtrack rights to. the 
inew 20th-Fox production, “The 
| Egyptian.” Alfred Newman scored 
| and batoned the music for the film. 
| Dé@cca will tie in its promotion 
to the pic’s playdates around the 
-country. 
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Band Reviews 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 








LES ELGART ORCH (15) 
With Paula Adams 
Hotel Astor, N.Y. 


With Sammy Kaye’s exit from | 


the Hotel Astor’s Roof, Les Elgart 
has been booked for the remainder 
of August to win an early New 
York showcasing. This crew only 
began playing one-niters three or 


four months ago, although it has 
been organized as a recording band 





City Club, which was its first én- 
gagement in these parts. 

Mason, at the drums, heads a 
group which includes Red Water- 
man on piano, Larry Wilson on 
sax and Zeke Stehman on string 
bass. Each member is a specialist 
in his field and gets a good deal 
of solo work. Crew rounds out its 
instrumental work with vocals by 
Stehman, Wilson and Mason, with 
frequent group vocals varying the 
output. They readily handle most 


for Columbia Records for over 4) anything in the portfolio, includ- 


year. 


ing old faves, showtunes, rhythm 


Elgart’s unit is careful not to in-| specials, pops, Latin and novelties. 
novate any new sounds and closely} Personality of the leader, with in- 


adhere; to the tried and true dance 


|gratiating manner as m.c. and a 


band patterns. The hipsters there-| willing worker at serving up re- 


fore may find this unit somewhat 
unc:titing, but Elgart is evidently 
shooiing for the average customer 
who wants to dance to a simple 
beet. 

Combination of five reeds, six 
bras and three on rhythm, plus 
the handleader’s trumpet, produces 
a fuil, ciean sound. Some special 
instrumenta’s are given fancy ar- 





| quests, satisfies the customers. 


Quin. 


Coral Tees Off Torme 


With Top Arrangements 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Mel Torme’s initial album for 

Coral will be a package featuring 





rangemenis but, for the most part,| arrangements by several of the 


the pattern is conventional and 


° sas. | 
strictly commerciel. Although it’s | 


oxy to aim for the dancing set, 
this band tends to overdo it. The 
eifort to make the beat clear is so 
deliberate that the band sometimes 
drags along where it should be 
lightly swinging. 

A fresher approach, without in- 
dulging in the wild and woolly pro- 
gressive antics, would give this 
band a big lift. It’s a goodlooking 
outfit and occasional solo bits in- 
dicate several excellent sideman, 
including Elgart’s brother, Larry, 
on sax. 

Vocal. chores are handled cap- 
ably by Paula Adams. Songstress 
has a nice set of pipes and projects 
in simple, but effective style. 

Van Smith quartet does a slick 
job in providing dansapation 
rhythms in relief. Herm. 


VIRGIL MASON ORCH (4) 
Hotel President, Kansas City 
Dancing rhythms get the empha- 
sis from this combo, which opened 
in the Drum Room July 26, and 
bids to hold the stand in this de- 
luxe spot for several weeks. Crew 
moved in here from the Kansas 


| country’s best arrangers. 


Torme 
will also be backed by an all-star 
band on the eight sides. 
Arrangers in the package in- 
clude Benny Carter, George Cates, 
Matty Matiock, Sonny Burke and 
Al Pellegrino. Album will be cut 
next week and Torme will etch a 
few pop sides at the same time. 





GOLSCHMANN JOINS LEGION 
St. Louis, Aug. ¢: 

For his many achievements’ in 
the field of music, Viadimir Gold- 
schmann, who has been batoning 
the St. Louis symph orch for the 
past 23 years, has been made an 
officer in the French Legion of 
Honor. He is-at present in France, 
his birthplace, but he became an 
American citizen several years ago. 

Golschmann will conduct a mu- 
sical festival in Spain before re- 
turning to St. Louis for the 1954-55 
season of the local symph. 





Bob Cross band, with vocalist 
Connie Kane, named house crew 





at the Balinese Room in Galveston. 
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THE GREATEST NAME 
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GEORGE SHEARING QUINTET 
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The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 

















Director, alphabetically listed. 
Survey Week of 
An Affair Of The Heart 
Call Of The South 
Friends And Neighbors 
Green Years 
Happy Wanderer 


een eeere 
ee D 
seen eens 
ee 
ebrevectreeves te 


Hey There—*“Pajama Game” 


Hit And Run Affair 


I Could Have.Told You 
I Love Johnny, Johnny 
I Speak To The Stars 


I’m A Fool To Care 


Joey 
Little Shoemaker .... 
Little Things Mean A Lot 
Make Her Mine 
My Friend 
Sh-Boom 

Some Day 
Steam Heat—*‘‘Pajama Game” 


eeere 
oe F © PLC Cs 86 Oe 0 
cy 
eee eer eee eee esr sr eoeeese 


eS dks 6.o4-0 UP 2s 6 68. uO 


They Were Doing The Mambo . 
Three Coins In Fountain-t‘Three 
RMN SS OS NIR g ac a cried AF 
Young At Heart 


Don’t Worry ’Bout Me 
Even Tho 


Green Years 
He’s Gone 
Hernando’s Hideaway 
2s aig Ra eee Le ge oe eee 
I Could Have Told You .... 


or neSeatvevuststasess on 
So hie aie @ «eo 6 Oe 6-4 00». a 
oor eeeser 


SS Be eae cs a8 eee ey eee 
Little Shoemaker . 


Ricochet 
Sh-Boom 
Skokiaan 
BRON. oo ok s-6 8 bo es Tae Os 
Steam Heat 
Sway 


Beeeeec sees ece none ode 


eeoee eres eereeesesense 





They Were Doing The Mambo 
This Ole House ..... 
Three Coins In The Fountain 
Under Paris Skies 
Wedding Bells 
Where’s Ace ....... 
You Just Better Not Do That 
Young At Heart 





t Filmusical. 





Hernando’s Hideaway—*“Pajama Game” 
High And The Mighty—7“High And The Mighty” . 
I Can’t Believe That You’re In Love With Me 


I Understand Just How You Feel 
If You Love Me (Really Love Me) 


In The Chapel In The Moonlight 


Top 30 Songs on TV 


(More In Case of Ties) 


silly, Gilly Ossenfeffer Katzenellen Bogen 
Goodnight Sweetheart Goodnight 


I Could Never Be Ashamed Of You 
If You Love Me (Really Love Me) 
In The Chapel In The Moonlight 


Money Burns A Hole In My Pocket 


That’s All She’s Waiting To Hear 


o* 
tae Yo se a 
e. 
Ee ekeer wee he 
ba 66 § 4 00 04 6 0’ CSB Oe 
pb <0 6 2 0 88 


eee 


* Legit musical. 








For Anti-45 Bi 
RCA Victor’s Manie Sacks is im- 
— with these radio Stations, 
# program managers and disk 
July 23-29, 1954 deestit jockeys who “foolishly insist on 
cove Cease seses eats writ an 78s” as being “prime examples of 
ee CE Ta ay Cage oe — in Sel the type of people who hold back 
ob ChNe aes « ORE eN OD ungnicke progress. The 45s are the domi- 
ere eee ee ee Harms nant thing in popular music,” con- 
rete teen ee eee eens Fox tinues the Victor diskery com- 
renee tees Frank pany’s g.m., “and it’s like insisting 
Pett eee ee eens Frank on riding a tandem bike and ig- 
Witmark noring the automobile to insist on 
bi, saan alata ww Re ae Duchess 78s.” 
nie eal bonnes sa Sacks says that “76% of the 
Ee Greer otis ak Gee Miller popular business is already on 45s 
BP en ee oh are ea Witmark —50% on EPs and 26% of the re- 
ia pei ate ee a2 Jubilee maining half also 45s, leaving 24% 
pis ta ee Ones Duchess * only left for the 78s. We press 'em 
ERS ee en i coer Peer because of the oldfashioned play- 
Rink pees Shapiro-B ers still left in the hintérland with 
ee Maca Ae ae ee Lowell 78 rpm’s only, but why the deejays 
Pen ret, eee eee Bourne can’t see the saving in space, 
at yee aria et eee Feist breakage, freight, etc. is\ beyond 
ia see es MOS lg a * BVC us. And those music publishers 
Se rag tees ote een Paxton who go out adn buy 78s, just to 
eNOS fica eee H&R pander to some stubborn disk 
Colynt cs) aae ieee Meee Pamnus jockey, is also making a big mis- 4 
pa gee meee Sk 2 Treak take and not helping the record 
i ieee etree ae ees Peer business achieve faster standardi- 
NK wes Broadcast zation and _ stabilizaion. 
Ss shesaliw'Se. "ssn saan sa the Morris 
Coins In Fountain”. Robbins 
ee eee Witmark Burgundy Label Bows 
i Sunbeam A new indie label, Burgundy 
Records, was launched last week. 
Outfit, which will headquarter in 
Detroit, kicked off its release 
schedule with a coupling by The 
Mill Revelaires. ; 
am et Spe Th Acuff-R Cleffer Art Sutton wiil head up 
5 Sime Re GS een Sacver Burgundy’s artists & repertoire de- 
ai ie Are partment while Terry Shaffer and 
Se aia kai eh Serine Bob Sutton will handle promotion 
a eh ee tee) ee Leis and publicity, respectively. Orch 
Fe aS Soe ete epee fae Pronk leader Russ Carlyle inked a five- 
Soka whattg ae rerameeagen>, Frank year exclusive deal with the label. 
Ten eae SAS United His first-release is due Aug. 1. Bur- 
lee og 22 eS ee Acuff-R gundy also has two publishing 
Ba See eo a ee pec te firms in the corporation, Cordell 
Sete ae Ue i Music (BMI) and Russell Music 
BS a em ee = * Shapiro-B (ASCAP) 
RE NS Sheldon ss 
ES a ee Bourne 
A Reon en eget Chappell >) : 
Fg Lok Aaa gen in Sener Sheldon 
SS ep An a ...H&R - Y : Y 
Big mea. he 5: sgiiey 979) Wi edt ONDON 
Bee sence onilelin fs ah nea ‘Famous - 4 2 
OE eee Pee pe Frank . RECORDS 
Gta ofc ee ocak ght aces ate Peer 
eee Sree Chandler 
hue! Shai eiece Na Ieee Morris 
ered eae aa eee Hambien 
ibis WG awit wae Robbins 
Be ie As he See Leeds 
hb blee Gen Ce ee Mills 
5 he a tos ek S dle a ee Zephyr 
eS ay One a oe vee Central 3 = 
Lddistbcs ten ee Sunbeam “The finest sound on record’. 








Dipsy Doodling Trips 
| Brit. Agents’ License 


London, Aug. 3. 

Public Control Committee of the | 
London County Council revoked | 
the license last week of two West | 
End band agents, Harry Pruskin | 
(known as Haris Royston) and | 
Frederick James Duggan trading | 
under the name of Du Roy Direc- | 
tion. It was alleged that by means 
of ‘subterfuge and fictitious) 
names,” they had made a profit of 
$616 on contracts while acting as 
agents for dance bands. 

It was charged that Pruskin and 
Duggan had made out two contracts 
—one between the band and them- 

| selves, out of which they would 
| take 10% commission; and the 
other between themselves. “usins 
| Various fictitious names” and the 
client for a larger sum. They would 
| then pocket the difference, paying 
| the orch only the money named on 
the first contract. 


More Glam on Wax 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

This apparently is the year for 
glamor on wax with such femmes 
as Marilyn Monroe, Jane Russell 
|and others etching hit tunes. La- 
| test is Christine Martel, last year’s 
| “Miss Universe” and the first 
| holder ot the title to seek a career 
|in the entertainment field. 
| Currently in Mexico City on a 
j 








| personal appearance tour, she'll 
|; cut four sides there this week, 
| backed by her own four piece 
|combo, Chirp will etch “Honey,” 
'“I’m in the Mood for Love,” “La 
| Vie En Rose,” and “The River 
| Seine,” on an indie basis and will 
bring the masters back here in an 


| “Give Me Lovin’ While I’m Livin’ ” 


|N. Y., “Name That Tune” show. 








effort to interest a major plattery. 


Josefovits Holds Over 
At His Yonkers Stand 


Pianist Teri Josefovits is holding 
over at the Yonkers, N. Y., Light- 
house Restaurant, until Labor Day 
to complete a full summer’s stand 
there. 

Meantime, he’s collaborated on a 
tune with Morrie Allen, Universal 
Pictures homeoffice staffer, that 
will be used asa tie-in with the 
U pie, “Francis Joins the WACS.” 
Tune is “Don’t Be a Mule, Fran- 
cis.” Josefovits has also written 
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Welk’s Cuffo for Kids 


Santa Monica, Aug. 3. 

Lawrence Welk, who starts his 
fourth year at the Aragon Ball- 
room on Aug. 25, has scheduled a 
teenage dance for the following 
Sunday (29) for the benefit of the 
City of Hope. Affair is being spon- 
sored by one of the organization's 
affiliates, the Hi-Hopers. 

Welk is donating his services 
and the ballroom site also is being 
donated. Sidemen will get scale for 
the date. There will be no other 
expense deductions from the pro- 
ceeds, 
—_—_— 
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On The 





Upbeat 








New York 


Abbey Albert orch opened at the 
Hotel Syracuse, Syracuse, N. Y., 
yesterday (Tues.) for an indefinite 
Pianist Mimi Warren at 


PUM 6.02% 
the Sheraton Cadillac Hotel, De- 
troit, until Labor Day .. . Karen 
Chandler, Coral Records’ thrush, 


breaking in a new act at Jimmy 
Fazio’s, Milwaukee. She _ then 
moves to the Club 86, Geneva, 
N. Y., for a weekend date Aug. 6. 
Warbler now is being repped by 
the William Morris Agency . : 
Mac Weiss has opened up an 
ASCAP firm under his own name 
. . . Betty Madigan opens at the 
Casino Royal, Washington, Aug. 9 

Pianist Jan August headlining 
at Eddy’s Club, Kansas City, for 
two weeks starting Aug. 6. The 
Four Tunes, Jubilee Records vocal 
combo, currently at the Golden 
Hotel, Reno .. . Hi-Lo’s, Trend 
Records vocal combo, pacted to 
Shaw Artists Corp, effective Sep- 
tember. Group currently is at Tops, 
San Diego ... Johnnie Ray into 
the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Labor 
Day weekend .. . Bob Kornheiser 
out on a deejay tour through the 
midwest plugging Cadence Records’ 
latest releases. 


San Francisco 


Del Courtney’s orch into the 
Caribbean Ballroom in Capitola 
for 10 days at the end of August 
...Louis Armstrong opens at the 
Downbeat Oct. 7 for 10 straight 
days.. Errol] Garner Trio into the 
Black Hawk Aug. 6 for two weeks 
... Ralph Sutton quartet held over 
at the Hangover for two weeks ad- 
ditional starting yesterday (Tues.) | 
... Folk singers Larry Mohr and 
Odette Felius appearing at a con- 
cert Aug. 21 in Berkeley. 


St. Louis 


Anne Russell, has followed Peggy 
Taylor into Hotel Chase... Charles 
Novak’s band at the Forest Park 
Highlands for the dansapators... 
Barney Greene and his 88 in the 
Gourmet Room, Park Plaza Hotel 

. Dick Fisler’s band backing up 
Jan Grant’s warbling chores at 
Town and Country... Hal Havird’s 
orch playing for night dancing on 
Admiral. 
Johnny Polzin’s crew supplies mu- 
sical entertainment for the day 
cruises. 


Pittsburgh 


Ralph & Buddy Bond, twin or- 
ganists who returned to Oakhurst 
Tea Room in Somerset Mofhday (2), 
will stay there through August and 
September .. . Bill Harris, trom- 
bonist, goes into the Midway 
Lounge next Wednesday (11) for 
10 days to guest star with Reid 
Jaynes and the Deuces Wild . . 
Phil Cavezza band goes back to 
the Arlington Lodge Sept. 1 for 
another stay ... Vaughn Monroe 


putting in this week at the Clear- 
a nt A MS SMR NN tn NaN 








A Solid Ballad Hit! 


LEO FEIST, INC. 


field County Fair .. . Joyce Davis, 
daughter of Hal Davis, president 
of Local 60 of Musicians Union, 
working in stock in Civie Light 
Opera at Pitt Stadium. 


Kansas City 


Eileen Wilson to Florida after 
closing a two-week stand at Eddys’ 
here Aug. 5. Tiny Hill orch 
playing east during August and 
comes back this way in September 
with string of one-nighters . . 
Neil Golden orch currently playing 
the Kansas City Club. Golden re- 
placed Virgil Mason crew, which 
moved down the block to the Drum 
Room of Hofel President ... Bob 
Anson & Versatones moved south 


'for Oklahoma dates after closing 


an ll-week stand in the Drum 
Room ... Eric Correa orch con- 
tinues in the Picardy Cafe of Hotel 
es after first two months 
there 


Salute Joe Perry On 
20th Year With Decca 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Local music gang turned out last 
Wednesday (28) for a_ surprise 
luncheon for Decca’s Joe Perry to 
mark his 50th birthday and his 
20th year with the plattery and its 
subsidiary, Coral. Publishers, plug- 
gers, artists & repertoire men and 
artists were on hand for the unex- 
pected festivities. He had invited a 
handful of close friends to a quiet 
lunch aX which*he expected to pick 
lup the tab. 

Perry was given a watch and a 
plaque. Perry now handles western 
sales for Coral. He joined the 
Decca firm 20 years ago when it 
was being organized by the late 
Jack Kapp. 











Cap to Slice Disney 


Score Sans Peggy Lee 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Capitol Records will release an 
album based on the music from 
the Walt Disney feature “The Lady 
and the Tramp,” although the car- 
toon film features the voice of 
Peggy Lee, under contract to 
Decca. 

Instead of taking the soundtrack, 
Capitol re-recorded the entire 
score. An unbilled singer took Miss 
Lee’s songs. 





Attach Cugat’s Salary 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Attachment on Xavier Cugat’s 
recent salary at Ciro’s was filed in 
behalf of Ben Peskay, assignee of 
a $10,000 promissory note from 
Ted Lewin, Manila _ nightclub 
owner. 

It’s claimed that Cugat borrowed 
the money from Lewin two years 
ago on a note calling for 6% in- 
terest. It also calls for $2,000 in 
legal fees if court action became 
necessary. 





Siegel Gets Italo Tunes 
Paul Siegel has nabbed the 
U.S., Canadian and British rights 
to five Italian tunes from Nino 
Ravasini .of Publimusic, Milan 
firm. Siegel operates Symphony 
House in New York. 
Among the tunes are “Il Mio 
Muletto,” for which Bob Merrill 
has penned an English lyric, and 
“Vogiamoci Bene,’ for which 
Eddie White and Mac Wolfson 
wrote an English lyric. 
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NLRB Rules Local 802 
Can’t Picket Remotes In 
Labor Hassle With WINS 


N. Y. Local 802, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, has been vio- 
lating the National Labor Relations 
Act in connection with its strike 
against Gotham Broadcasting Corp., 
operator of WINS in N. Y. A find- 
ing by Louis Plost, trial examiner 
for the NLRB, asserts that the 
union indulged in secondary picket- 
ing against the operators of the 
Yankee Stadium and Eastern Park- 
way Rink to encourage members 
of other unions to refuse to cross 
picket lines and so indirectly pres- 
sure WINS. Radio station has re- 
fused to renew its contract to em- 
ploy eight studio musicians on the 
ground that it doesn’t need them. 


The trial examiner directed Lo- 
cal 802 to “cease and desist from 
inducing and encouraging the em- 
ployees of any employer, other 
than Gotham Broadcasting Corp., 
to engage in a strike or concerted 
refusal in the course of their em- 
ployment to force or require any 
employer or person to cease doing 
business with Gotham Broadcast- 
ing Corp.” 

Plost further recommended that 
if the union refused to take the 
step within 20 days, NLRB should 
issue an order requiring it. WINS 
broadcasts the baseball games from 
Yankee stadium and the fights 
from Eastern Parkway Rink. 


Continued from page 41 jam 




















obvious that rehearsals won’t be 
underway, Capitol is considering 
cutting the tunes in a normal disk- 
ing session and hoping the results 
will be as close as possible to the 
firial arrangements. 

One of the biggest problems, the 
tunesmiths said, was in determin- 
ing whether there would be any 
recordings other than the original 
album. It now appears that Capi- 
tol will do at least some of the 
numbers with other members of 
the plattery’s stable of artists. 
These singles will be available in 
advance of the telecast in an ef- 
fort to heighten interest. 

Whether other firms will be in- 
terested in slicing the material 
after the telecast remains to be 
seen, Similarly, there’s some ques- 
tion as to the number and extent 
of plugs the show and its tunes 
will get on rival television stations 
or on radio. 

And one of the biggest headaches 
the tunesmiths face is on the re- 
maining trio of tunes. Because of 
the deadline requirements, Capi- 
tol has printed the liner for the 
album, leaving only a space for the 
insertion of the titles of the final 
three songs. 





Ethel Smith ankled the summer 
stock tourer, “Aboard The Band 
Wagon,” Saturday (31) to head out 
on a pop concert tour. Kickoff 





phony, Aug. 


Diskers Hop On 
Hot Zulu Tune 


_A Zulu tune by way of a South 
African platter was picked up by 
Shapiro-Bernstein Music last week 
in New York along with the move 
by virtually all the major diskers 
to cover it. Number is titled 
“Skokiaan,” and was etched on the 
Gallotone label in Johannesburg 
by a native combo, the Bulaway 
Sweet Rhythms Band. 

Gallotone is an affiliate of Decca 
Records in Britain and_ since 
“Skokiaan” sold 170,000 copies in 
South Africa, Brit. Decca prexy 
E. R. Lewis spotlighted it for his 
U.S. subsid, London Records, which 
is currently releasing the original 
version. 

Shapiro-Bernstein credits Cleve- 
land disk jockey Bill Randle with 
kicking off the disk. Randle was 
given the South African platter by 
a pilot who made the run to Jo- 
hannesburg. Perking interest cued 
immediate slices by Ray Anthony 
for Capitol and Ralph Marterie for 
Mercury, with Mitch Miller slated 
to cut it for Columbia. RCA Victor 
is also planning to cover the tune. 


Mills Inks Les Baxter 


As Exclusive Writer 


Orch leader Les Baxter has 
inked an exclusive writing deal 
with Mills Music: His first efforts 
for Mills will be in collaboration 
with lyricist Ted Koehler: 

Baxter will continue as Capitol 
Records’ artist and currently is 
waxing an album of Arthur Murray 
waltzes. 








Mpls. Symph Surplus 
Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 

Guaranty fund of $266,848 raised 
for the Minneapolis Symphony has 
made it possible for it to finish the 
1954-55 season with a $337 sur- 
plus, 

This year’s guaranty goal is 
$265,000 and to date $169,218 has 
been raised, as compared to $145,- 


St. Loo Symph May 
Fold in Com Crisis, 
Civic Leaders Concerned 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 

A meeting of civic biggies will 
soon be called by Mayor Raymond 
R. Tucker to raise coin to save 
the St. Louis Symph Orch, the sec- 
ond oldest in the U. S., from pass- 
ing out of existence. The mayor 
said the organization faces “the 
most serious financial crisis’ in its 
history, following a meeting last 
week with members of the orch’s 
exec committee. 

Committee members told the 
mayor there is insufficient coin on 
hand to complete the 1954-55 sea- 
son, the 75th. Only $132,252 has 
been raised, exclusive of ticket 
sales, against a minimum budget of 
$337,000. Ducat sales usually ac- 
count for 40% to 50% of the oper- 
ating costs. The coin now in the 
strong box will only carry the 
symph to next February, or only 
two-thirds of the season. 

Mayor Tucker said, “The loss of 
the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
would signify a kind of bankruptcy 
and decadence that this community 
cannot afford.” 





Joseph Fuchs, concert violinist, 
appeinted visiting professor of 
violin at Boston U.’s school of fine 
aml applied arts. 
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N.Y. Par Seeks Spot Stageshow 
For Labor Day Holiday Hypo 


The Paramount Theatre, N. Y., + 


on a straight film diet since last 
Christmas, is now shopping around 
for name talent in an effort to in- 
stall a spot booking in that house 
ground Labor Day. It’s likely that 
this booking will be made for two 
weeks and options, and might con- 
ceivably be the first of a series 
that would be made as soon as 
suitable headliners became avail- 
Oke Paramount would like to get 
names in the singing line, presum- 
ably record clicks, such as were 
the mainstay of the house until it 
dropped stageshows, The appeal 
would still be pitched to the juve 
trade. 

The Paramount straight film 
policy has had varied results, de- 
pending upon the picture. Grosses 
with poor pictures have fallen con- 
siderably below the average of a 
sub-par pic plus stageshow. 

However, in view of high costs 
of top talent, it became an increas- 
ingly difficult matter to book the 
proper kind of shows. For ex- 
ample, the Paramount had to go 
into a steep percentage deal with 
Martin & Lewis. When Bob Hope 
played that house some years ago, 


(Continued on page 51) 





Vander Curing Western 
Ballclub B.0. Blues 


Omaha, Aug. 3. 

Coy Poe’s All-City Good Will 
Party vaude show has proved it 
can cure the b.o. blues in Western 
League baseball cities. 

The five-person show, with local 
orch augmented, drew a record 
12.535 fans to Omaha’s new 
stadium two weeks ago and Gen- 
eral Manager Bill Bergesch esti- 
mated some 1,000 turned away 
from the ticket windows. 

Then, last week, Poe’s show 
lured 15,232 at Denver—a high at 
that city, too. Poe now heads 
eastwards for dates running into 
September. 
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New Cycles’ Opens Tour 
In Washington Aug. 26 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

The new edition of “Ice Cycles,” 
produced by John H. Harris and a 
sister show to his “Ice Capades,” 
will open its 1954-55 tour outdoors 
with an engagement at Carter Bar- 
ron. Amphitheatre in Washington. 
Refrigerated entertainment begins 
tuning up here at The Gardens end 
of this week and goes under the 
stars in nation’s capital Aug. 26 
through Sept. 14. 

At same time, Harris will be 
preeming the °55 “Capades” edi- 
tion at Gardens on Labor Day 
night (Sept. 6).° — 

“Cycles” had originally been 
skedded to preem in Johnstown, 
Pa., but the Washington date 
opened up when a new musical 
which was to have been tested 
there blanked out at last minute. 


Set Latin Quarter 
Show for Export 


A Latin Quarter, N. Y., show 
will soon be readied for export. 
Spot, operated by Lou Walters, has 
committed ‘itself to produce a lay- 
out to tour for a minimum of 12 
weeks in South America under aus- 
pices of Francisco-Gallo. Show is 
set to open in Buenos Aires late 
September or early October, and 
will thence go to Rio de Janeiro, 
Lima, Bogota and, other cities. 

Cast is still to be set. Walters’ 
staff will attempt to get some of 
the girls in the “Miss Universe” 
contest to go on tour with the 
South American layout. 








Henny Youngman after his week 
at the Nautilus, Miami, will play 
the Olympia Theatre there, too, be- 
fore hitting for Las Vegas. 





Proser to Bow New Nitery 
At N.Y. Shelton Early Fall 


Monte Proser is expected to open 
his new nitery in the Shelton 
Hotel, N. Y., the latter part of 
September or early October. He 
has been negotiating for a series 
of names, with Lenny Kent & Rose 
Marie likely to be the opening 
headliner. * 

Proser, who is currently at his 
summer operation, the Bucks 
County Playhouse Inn, New Hope, 
Pa., until recently operated La Vie 
en Rose in N. Y. Spot was taken 
over by the owner for operation 
of a straight eatery. 


Legion Confab No 
Help to N.Y. Ops 


New York City nitery owners 
just can’t get lucky with Ameri- 
can Legion conventions. The New 
York State division of the serv- 
icemen’s organization had a con- 
fab in Gotham last week, and ef- 
fect on business was negligible. 
There were some parties in a few 
stray spots, but Legionnaire pres- 
ence wasn’t felt too much, either 
financially or in numbers. The 
Legion parades on Fifth Ave. on 


Thursday and Friday nights (29- 
30) didn’t help business either. 


Of course, it could have been 
the terrific heat that kept the gen- 
eral run of citizenry out of clubs 
and off the streets. The heatwave 
decimated cafe business consider- 
ably. 

American Legion conventions in 
New York have rarely helped the 
cafe business. During the national 
confabs, most of the members 
stayed on the streets with their 
impromptu parades and manifesta- 
tions of their own brand of fun. 
Some bonifaces even felt that they 
prevented people from coming into 
the clubs or other amusement en- 
terprises. However, Legion she- 
nanigans were negligible during 
the current plaver. 








AGVA ay Ask 4A’s Aid In 
Hassle With Musicians’ Union 


> 
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Evans Family Splits Up 
Till Mom Is Over Surgery 


‘Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

Although the dancing Evans 
Family, standard vaude and nitery 
act, is temporarily on the shelf as 
a result of major surgery on Mrs. 
Evan Evans, wife-mother of the 
tréupe, some of the individual 
Evanses are keeping busy. 

Maryetta and Les Evans, brother- 
sister, are working as a twosome in 
cafes, playing the Vogue Terrace 
here last weekend, until their 
mother recovers. 


Mae Eyeing More 
Club, Vaude Dates 


Mae West, who returned to show 
biz ranks with a boff opening at 
the Sahara, Las Vegas, last week, 
is now anxious for more people to 
come up and see her sometime. 
She has okayed the William Mor- 
ris Agency to submit her to other 
cafes and possibly theatres. 

Problem in her case, of eourse, 
is just how many spots can afford 
to buy Miss West and her pres- 
ent act, comprising 20 people. 
She’s getting $25,000 at the Sa- 
hara, but that kind of money can’t 
be obtained anywhere else, and 
even if the price goes down to $20,- 
000, the number of spots that can 
afford La West are. limited. 

Nonetheless, submissions will go 
out to Florida, a few metropolitan 
theatres where she may be able to 
clean up on percentage deals, At- 
lantic City and a few other 
niteries. 

Miss West spent a considerable 
sum on her cafe debut and couldn’t 
possibly come out ahead on her 
Vegas salary. 








The fight between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians may 
become a matter for the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, 
parent organization of the various 
talent unions. Jack Irving, AGVA’s 
national administrative secretary, 
last night (Tues.) took off for Mont- 
real, in another effort to survey 
the situation and attempt to find 
a peaceful solution. If it fails, 
then it’s likely that he’ll go to the 
4A’s and enlist their aid. The AFM 
in Canada has ordered its members 
to play for AGVA performers and 
has insisted they resign AGYVA and 
join .an auxiliary organized by 
Walter Murdoch, AFM topper in 
Canada. 

Although it’s not known how the 
4A’s would react to the proposal 
that they join in with AGVA to 
battle the AFM, it is known that 
there is a deep-rooted suspicion of 
the AFM and its president James 
C. Petrillo, who has in the past 
battled with various 4A’s affiliates. 
For example, American Guild of 
Musical Artists and AFM fought 
over the jurisdiction of instru- 
mental soloists. In a court case, 
AGMA won. 

The American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists is cur- 
rently engaged in a battle with the 
AFM on the jurisdiction of musi- 
cians who have displaced AFTRA 
members in announcing and per- 
forming roles. In some quarters of 
the 4A’s it’s believed that Petrillo, 
faced with huge losses in mem- 
bers and revenue, must seek other 
sources of membership to maintain 


the AFM’s present status, and is’ 


therefore eyeing the 4A roster. 

If the 4A’s supports AGVA in 
the AFM matter, it could declare 
any performer with an AFM card 
unfair if he damaged an affiliate 
union. Thus, those that resign 
AGVA and join Murdoch’s affiliate 
might be put on the unfair list. 
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From LOOK MAGAZINE (Current Issue): 


“The Man Who Made Ed Sullivan LAUGH!” 

















Reprinted by Permission of 
LOOK MAGAZINE 





A few weeks ago, | 
a comedian named 
Will Jordan did 
an impersonation 
of Ed Sullivan on 
Ed’s own show 
that made TV his- 
tory: He actually 
made poker - faced , 
Sullivan laugh! 
You'll howl, too, 
over Jordan’s dev- 
astating imitation 
of Sullivan, now in 
LOOK magazine. 
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Weinger on Names 


Who Ask Plenty 





Over ‘Top Dollar’ to Play Florida 


Murray Weinger, partnered with 
industrialist Lou Chesler in the 
Copa City (Miami Beach) operation, 
is en rou‘e to Hollywood to see 
Tony Martin and other names for 
his Florida nitery. While in New 
York. Weinger observed that 
“while Mr. Chesler may be content 
to break even in the Copa City op- 
eration, and get it back from other 
sources, we still can’t quite com: 
pete with Las Vegas prices.” 

Weinger is willing to pay top 
salaries but he appears frustrated 
when people like Milton Berle ask 
“what is your top dollar; then add 
on $5,000 more and I'll play Florida | 
for\you.” This despite the fact that | 
stars in those brackets are merely | 
pipelines for Uncle Sam when it 
comes to that type of salary, on top 
of already established peak income. 
It’s the pride of “getting the most | 
money” that inspires this type of | 
negotiation. 

Weinger, however, can pay Mar- | 
tin $15,000 a week; told the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency that “if Betty | 
Hutton is getting $17,500 currently | 





| 





at the 500 Club, Atlantic City, then | for personals; they’re surefire box- 
I'll do the same.” Ditto for Frank | office, 


urday only); (3), there is no couvert 
or admission but a $10 minimum is 
expected to get them even in the 
850-800 capacity. room. 

The gravy comes from the Little 
Club. with its $4 minimum, where 
Weinger’s act, The Red Caps, have 
been a click and have grossed 30- 
40G a week in season, which rep- 
resents beaucoup gravy. 

The stores and advertisers rep- 
resent a profit, too, and Weinger 





'specialty shop that Jolie Gabor, 
|mama of the glamorous Gabors, 
| will operate in the lobby this win- 


iter on a percentage split. 


is particularly pleased with the| 


Sauter on Coast to Set 
Xmas 0’Seas USO Shows 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

USO-Camp Shows has started its 
Christmas shopping at its usual 
early date. James Sauter, USO- 
Camp Shows prexy, is now on the 
Coast conferring on Christmas en- 
tertainment with Abe Lastfogel, 
board chairman of the organization 
and William Morris Agency gen- 
| eral manager, and George Murphy, 
| Hollywood Coordinating Commit- 
| tee topper. 
| Group will attempt to plot the 
| number of shows needed for the 
| worldwide Yule entertainment 
chores of celebrity units, and start 
getting commitments from film 
| headliners. 
| 








} 





Durante has agreed to originate | 3 
one of his tv shows from Copa City, » e 

and Dave Garroway will probably | 

shops. That’s why Cheah ir aimanee | 

are offering free facilities; Chesler, | 


do his 7-9 a.m. shows from there 
also, at a time when the joint is e 
dead, but will create traffic into the AFM Sett 
' 9 Ing 
in fact, has a bid in for his own) 
channel, or plans buying into a/| 
video station. cts 
TV Stars’ Big Pull 
Weinger is bullish on “TV stars | 
| Toronto, Aug. 3. 


as witness how Liberace’ On the premise that sight acts 


Sinatra, Jimmy Durante and Danny | jammed Madison Square Garden, don’t need an orchestra, Jack Ar- 


Thomas. But he stresses (1), there’s 
no gambling; (2), Copa City will 


have one show a night (two on Sat- | 











THE CARNEVALES 


(RALPH AND MARY) 


JUST CONCLUDED: 


(Week July 1st) 
CASINO THEATRE, Tor. 


(Week July 8) 
GATINEAU C. C., Ottawa 


2 Weeks (July 19-30) 
ELMWOOD HOTEL, 
Windsor, Ont. 


—_ o— 


CURRENTLY: 
(Aug. 6-7-8) 

CLUB 86, Geneva, N. Y. 
Opening Aug. ? 
ALPINE VILLAGE 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dir.: Jimmie Husson Agency 
119 W. 57th St.. New York 


























LEW 


BLACK 


and PAT 


| (Beauty and 
the Least) 


A new note in 
Glamor Comedy 


Staged by 
Mervyn Nelson 


| Mgt. Cass Franklin 
| Lou Walters Ent. 
| 1576 Broadway 

| New York 

















the first pianist to do so since|thur, producer of the Canadian 


Paderewski. Bane | National Exhibition’s 24,000-seater 
| “Actors like Florida,” he con-| grandstand show, has decided to 
|tinues. “Who doesn’t? Godfrey | go ahead with his program of after- 


| spends plenty to work out of Mi- ‘ 
|ami Beach; Winchell wants to also. [ WER SRG SuRnans pereeeNNEROr BF 


| After November, both NBC and | ee a i acts, headed by the 

| CBS will have tv lines and there'll oy Mogers ee 
| be no problem on wire facilities.” | On the current demand of Wal- 
| Copa City has no dancing; just. ter Murdoch, Canadian topper of 
dining and then the show, so Wein- | the American Federation of Musi- 
ger stresses “it’s no ratrace to turn | Clans, that there be 30 musicians 
'’em over; once they're in that’s it| in the pit for the afternoon show 
for the evening. If they get tired | and 60 in the pit for the night en- 
| sitting then that’s where the ad-|gagements (Aug. 27 to Sept. 11), 
|joining Little Club and the Red) Arthur is defying the current tug- 
Caps get ‘em at $4 minimum, and , of-war between the two unions and 
| this is our real profit. Main thing | abiding by his CNE grandstand 
pBnn. ng Begg the — nome | show setup, several acts of which 
g names. But that.' he had already lined up on con- 


too, must have a ceiling—we're not | tract prior to the AGVA-AFM 
squabble. 


HELLER RETURNING TQ suction” numbers. with” a 60%air 
N.Y. TO ACT FOR GALE 


line and a 38 mixed-voice chorus. 

But in is the Roy Rogers troupe 

with Dale Evans and The Pioneers 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. | (5), Pat Brady, Trigger and eight 

Jackie Heller has been signed Palominos, and Bullet, the dog. 

by Alan Gale to a 30-week con-| Phese will work both shows, as 

tract as a featured performer at Peadiiners. Acts inked are Pat 

a new club in N. Y. which Gale. Henning, comic monologist; Maz- 

comedian and entrepreneur, will 202i-Abbott troupe, three girls and 

launch this fall. It'll be Heller’s | @ Man for Apache dances; Nita & 

first New York spot in many years, | P@Pi. acrobatic team; Estelle 

and will launch him on his come- | Sloane, singer and spin dancer; 

back. | The Rudells (man and two women) 
Not that he’s been away, but 

the singer has limited his profes- 

sional work the last several years 





for trampoline act; Al Dault for 
comedy table balancing; Calgary 
Bros, ‘2) for comedy acrobatics; 
































Toronto to pay Dave Apollon $7,-! 














y Park Sheraton Hotel ~ 


‘ 


| Apolion charged breach of con- 


\,; Jack Gerstein’ of 
$j} acted as attorney for Apollon, 


| 195. Case involves a group of girl | 
| musicians set by Apollon (acting | 
|as a packager but not involving his 
/own services) for eight weeks. 
| After four weeks, group was can- 
celled on Dec. 12, 1953. 


Albany, Aug. 3. 
Operators of hotels in the N. Y. 


latest action by Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey, who called for a 
| pronged survey of Route 17 which 


tract against Louis Chessler and 
T. Holmes, who operate the Toron- 
to spot under Sandholm Holding 
Ltd. Owners’ defense was that the 
}girl musicians lacked sufficient 
| changes of gowns and suitable ar-, 
rangements, and that they were 
unable to reach Apollon by long in which 
| distance phone. Girls were can-. killed. 

celled on two days’ notice. 
New 


the resort area, will result in ac- 


portant talent-employment centres 
in the U. S. 


three persons 


York, of reports and surveys by the State 








|Dept. and state chief engineer, 





NOW 3rd WEEK 


TOWN HOUS 


Canada: Mae Johnson 





RAJAHRABOID 


One Man Complete Show 


Rehoboth Beach, Del. 


New York: Dick Henry’ Los Angeles: Hal Gordon 


jalong with recommendations on 
accident reduction. 

Route 17, travelled extensively 
by performers and vacationers, has 





dents, many of them fatal. Last 









with a €0-girl | 


Vs. Highway Accidents 


State borscht belt hope that fhe 
three- fF 
runs between New York City and | 
tion that wil! reduce the fairly fre- 


quent accidents on this highway, 
which feeds one of the more im- 


were | 


The governor asked for a series 


Traffic Commission, Public Works 


been the scene of frequent acci- 


Palace, N. Y. 

A youthful harmony quartet, 
Three Guys & a Doll is a fresh 
and appealing group with a flair 
for rhythm. Frequently on tv over 
the past year, they do four num- 
bers in their Palace stint ranging 
from “Lullaby of : Broadway” to 
“Young at Heart.” Distaffer han- 
dles the melody backed by her 
mates’ vocal support. 

Foursome is smartly attired with 


femme encased in a strapless blue 
gown, and males garbed in 2 
similar blue motif. When their 


harmonizing shows more inventive: 
ness and slicker arrangements, the 
group may well go on to better 
bookings in most visual wee 

i 





LAMIA & LAILA 

| Exotic Dancing 

10 Mins. 

La Nouvelle Eve, Paris 

Two lush Egyptian girls go 
through a series of North African 
shake dances that make for fine 
basting for any show. Lithe, with 
beautiful body control, gals dis~ 
play a marked range of excellent 
costuming, timing and rep to make 
this a natural for U.S. revues or 
for vaude placing. 

The “belly dance” gets a pair of 
the best disciples seen here in 
some time by this whee ° — 

iVIOSK, 





VICKY & COCKY 
Acro-dance 

8 Mins. 

La Nouvelle Eve, Paris 


Two good looking youngsters, a 
boy and gal, go through an Indian 
dance that bears no aspect of 
authenticity, but displays a good 
and well coordinated duo who 
should branch out in rep to estab- 
lish themselves as a neat pair for 
|} revues or vaude situations. As is, 
| they could be revue material for 
U. S. chances, but need a more 
| comprehensive rep. 

Girl is a lithe and squealing 
number whose noises add to the 





|offbeat acro-dance interp of the | 


duo. Mosk. 
TRIO MORLIDOR 
Acro-Contortion 

/19 Mins. 

iLa Nouvelle Eve, Paris 


| box which shocs’s open to display 
| what looks like a rag doll. Then 
| doll 
brilliant contorto bits that seem to 
|defy all human stretch ability. 
;Clever handling and uncanny 
‘elasticity of boy in doll’s clothing 
make this a classy, unusual entry 


to Pittsburgh, where he and his ditto The Mathurians (2); Dean good for revues, tv or top vaude | 
brothers have been operating a Bros. (2) for comedy bar acts and | slotting in the U. S. Lou Walters | 
nitery, the Carousel, for some Wells Bros. (2) for same; The Bag-| already has them set for his next | 
time. However, Carousel has @dies (4), Egyptian hand-balanc- | Latin Quarter show. A good choice 
been dropped by the Hellers in ing act; Captain Eddie and his) this. | 
favor of strictly an eatery-and- Comedy car act, with four people. | This German act ’S a duplicate | 
drinkery under name of My _ Incidentally, Henning, Miss | Of an Italo act, Trio Florida, which | 
Snetinats - Pince * Sloane and the Mazzoni-Abbott | Played the circuits here earlier this 
, troupe will work only in the night | year. This one has more finesse 
show i | but content and pacing are the 
‘ -~ A “Te 
AFM Orders Canada Ops ina ie Sa 
To Pay Apollon $7,195, Borscht Belt Hotel Ops | Saranac Lake 
International Executive Board 1 | By Happy Benwa 
of the American Federation of Mu- Hope for Dewey Action | Saranac Lake, Aug. 3. 
sicians has ordered Club 1-2 of Murray Weiss, of Boston, and 


Ned Shugrue and Arthur Mayer of 
|N. Y. Variety Club, in for general 
{inspection tour of the Will Rogers 
San. Room-to-room visit by the 
execs is a mental tonic. 
Jesus Palacios, of Plaza Theatre, 
Paso, ended two-month once- 
over period with flying honors. 
Birthday greetings due to John 


‘(IATSE) Streeper, Allie Hansen 
and Mabel King Hutchins, in-bed 
Will Rogerites who are steadily 


improving. 


Muriel Sirgheny Danzi, one of 


The governor's ac-|the original Four Eddy Sisters, to 
tion follows an accident last week | Zemeral hospital for major opera- 


;}tion; now recuperating in solid 
comfort. She is a two-timer here. 
Her husband, Jack Danzi, planed 
jin from N. Y. to be by her bedside. 
| _Bob Cosgroves, staffer of Colum- 
| bia Pictures, N. Y., in for his an- 
nual summer six-week vacation; 
checkup was a 100° okay. 

Ear! Lewis, chief engineer of 
pea radio and television station, 
Miami, registered in as a new 
guest. 


Mabel (IATSE) Hutchins into the 


| 


week's mishap occurred near the | general hospital for emergency op- 
| scene of another accident a couple | €ration; _ it 
|of years ago in which 11 were |>rother Ray (IATSE) King planed 


was successful, Her 


b || killed. Some years ago a N, x4 from N.Y, 
booker took an ad in a Liberty Among those who rate a special 






(N. Y.) paper in which he termed 
|| the road a “killer.” 


action, 





| Mounting pro- | 
| tests along with an increasing ac- | 
cident rate ultimately forced the 


;mention for their excellent prog- 
ress are Otto Hayman, John 
(IATSE) Streeper and Sylvia Lich- 
tenstein, who all drew limited priy- 
ileges. 

Write to those who are ill, 


‘ 


MAX CHAMITOV TRIO 
With Norma Hutton 
Music, Songs - 
Mt. Royal Hotel, Montreal 

With the AGVA-AFM hassle 
a shows in Sheraton- 
Mount yal’s Normandie Room. 
the management has retained a 
single policy of dance music for 
the ed and Max Chamitov, 
who batoned the full orch in past 
years, moves in with his trio and 
the chirping of Norma Hutton. The 
moye has proved a highly success- 
ful” one on ail counts and has 
brought back many former clients 
who had dropped this room be- 
cause of indiscriminate shows over 
past two or three years. 


The trio comprising Chamitov at 
the piano, Ben Herman on bass 
and Louis Hamilton on drums, is 
not a new venture for the maestro. 
After experience before and dur- 
ing World War II with name bands 
throughout the country, he re- 
turned to Montreal and formed a 
combo that clicked in the old Nor- 
mandie Roof atop the Mount Royal. 
The return to a small combo makes 
a better showcase for the talented 
Chamitev pianoisms and results in 
a type of customer dansapation 
that is surefire. As an extra fillup 
Chamitov has retained Norma Hut- 
ton from his old band, and the 
attractive thrush does much visu- 
ally and vocally, to spark the newly 
formed outfit. Newt. 




















—_" | 
BILLY GILBERT 


SAXONY. HOTEL 
Miami Beach 





| Two sprighly girls carry in a big | 


is put through a series of | 


Personal Mat.:—DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
1776 Broadway, N. Y. Cl 5-5368 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $6.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 


— 





DGET © 

4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk.. $25 @ 

BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 e 

OW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 

















SHE’S DYNAMITE! 








Currently 


OTTO’S 


Latham, N. Y,. 


Direction 
MERCURY: ARTISTS 








WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 


COMEDY ACTS 


5 different acts. Can be used any 
where. All for $5. An introduction 
to the most helpful writing service '" 
the field of entertainment. 


A. GUY VISK 

Writing Enterprises y 
94 Hill Street roy, N. » 
’CHeatars of Special Comedy Materia 
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AGVA Steps Up 
Drive for Dues, 


Tightens Belt 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists has stepped up the collec- 


tion of dues from its membership. 
Agents booking the mountain cir- 
cuit have now been asked to take 
off delinquent dues from salaries 
of performers being booked and 
ferward the arrears to the AGVA 
peadoffice. The agents aren’t too 
pleased with this task, but accord- 
jing to their agreement with the 
union, they are not to book any 
performers who are either delin- 
quent in dues or who do not belong 
to the union. 

The union, of late, has gone on 
a lot of economy binges and at the 
same time, has been attempting 
to exploit all its avenues of revenue 
to the hilt. Organizers have been 
hitting the mountain resorts with 
greater frequency, inspecting dues 
pooks, and dunning acts who are in 
arrears. They've also been cutting 
down on‘office expenses, Several 
organizers who were let out some 
time ago have not been replaced. 


N. Y. Par 


=——s Continued from page 49 =e 








) one 








he was given a $50,000 guarantee 
plus half the gate over $100,000. 
This deal was again given to M&L 
the first time in, and then it was 
hiked percentagewise on their sec- 
ond time around. 

There had been an attempt to 
install a stager previously, but 
union difficulties intervened. 


Aside from the Palace Theatre, 
there has been only one stageshow 
on Broadway since Jan. 1, and that 
was the two-weeker by Julius La- 
Rosa at the Loew’s State. The 
house made a fairly good profit 
with that display. 











John Flanagan’‘s 


STARS ON ICE 


a Complete Ice Revue 


Now at 


VAGABOND CLUB, Miami 


Recently Concluded Tour 
of Florida State Theatres 


Exclusive Management 


HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 
New York Miami Beach 
113 W. 57th St. 600 Lincoln Rd. 

















“MR, 
EXCITEMENT" 














Currently 
CHEZ PAREE 
Montreal 
With 


Entertainin 
featuring Direetion 


4 GUYS AND A DOLL . LOU WALTERS 


NTERPRISES, inc. 
MGM RECORDS Cass Franklin, Mor. 

















Management 


Phy sk MAYER 
4 New York . FoM4, P 
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FAMILIES OF ENVOYS 
GAIN NITERY TAX EASE 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

Foreign diplomats and members 
of their families and households 
are exempt from the 20% excise 
on nightclubs if they present 
proper credentials when they pay 
their bills, the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue has just ruled. 

This follows up a ruling of last 
year under which diplomatic per- 
sonnel was recognized as exempt 
from the admissions levy at thea- 
tres, sports events, etc. Ruling 
declares: “Where charges other- 
wise subject to the cabaret tax 
are collected from ambassadors, 
ministers, and other duly ac- 
credited diplomatic representatives 
of foreign governments, members 
of their families living with them, 
and those members of their house- 
hold described in Rev. Ruling 296, 
the transaction will not be taxed 


sented at the time the charges are 
paid. 

“This privilege does not extend 
to consular officers of foreign gov- 
ernments or other officers (other 
than diplomatic representatives), 
agencies or commissions of foreign 
governments.” 


Shaw Unit Sydney Hit 
But Biz Is Off; Dailies 
Decry ‘Cowshed’ Stadium 


Sydney, July 27. 

Artie Shaw, Jerry Colonna and 
Buddy Rich pulled a crowd esti- 
mated at around 13,000 on two 
shows at Sydney Stadium July 22. 
The Benny Reyes-Lee Gordon man- 
agement anticipated around 24,000 
for the debut. Opening stanza, 
timed for the supper hour, 6 p.m., 
pulled a mediocre 4,000, with 9,000 
in for the second stanza at 9 p.m. 

Combo will give shows in Mel- 
bourne and Brisbane prior to re- 
turning to Sydney July 30 for two 
additional shows. Ella Fitzgerald, 
who missed the first date, will ap- 
pear here July 30. 

Shaw went over to a sock hit 
with Wally Norman’s orchestra (lo- 
cal combo) and had the fans yelling 
for more after “What Is This Thing 
Called Love,” “Stardust,” ‘Night- 
mare.” “Besame Mucho” and “Sum- 
mit Ridge Drive.” Colonna opened 
the show to a cold house but quick- 
ly had them awake with “You're 
My Everything” and “I Play Trom- 
bone Chicago Style’ and bowed 
off to a hit. 

If the Reyes-Gordon managerial 
combo shows a profit on current 
span with Shaw, Fitzgerald, Co- 
lonna and Rich, other topline U. S. 
stars will be booked. If the Shaw 
tour is a flop, Reyes & Gordon will 
probably call it a day insofar as 
Down Under is concerned. Present 
indications—with Melbourne and 
Brisbane regarded as solid show- 
places—is that the duo will come 
out of the red on initial bid. 

With all Aussie theatres tied up 
to opposition managements, mainly 
small capacity houses, Reyes & 
Gordon could only hook the Syd- 
ney, Melbourne and Brisbane Sta- 
diums which are used for boxing 
and wrestling bouts. 

Indicative of the Stadium setup 
is this editorial from the Sydney 
Sunday Telegraph:—‘“A group of 
America’s—and the _ world’s—top 
artists in the light entertainment 
field, are giving of their best in the 
giant cowshed which is the Sydney 
Stadium. The fact that Sydney— 
larger than San Francisco, Detroit 
or Boston—has no adequate enter- 
tainment house for really big audi- 
ences, does not do us proud.” 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 
New York 


George JesSel will work a 
borscht-belt date at the Concord, 
Kiamesha Lake, N. Y., Aug. 14... 
Olsen & Johnson have been 
signed for the Lake Club, Spring- 
field, IJl., Aug. 13... . Billy Ward 
& Dominoes have moved into the 
Chez Paree, Montreal, on a deal 
set by Joe Glaser’s Associated 
Booking Corp. . . . Trude Adams 
to the Congress Hotel, St. Louis, 
Sept. 2. o 

Bobby Gordon, former writer on 
the Milton Berle show, and come- 
dian Jimmy Husson are reviving 
the “Fun for your Money” unit, 
in former years a staple on the 
cafe circuits . . . Diahann Carroll 
signed for the Mapes Hotel, Reno, 
Aug. 26. . Jackie Kannon and 
Lily Hayes pacted for Unfty House, 














Forest Park, Pa. Aug. 7... 


if the proper credentials are pre-j, 





Lewis Joins Flamingo 
As Show Buyer, Stager 


Las Vegas, Aug. 3. 

Sammy Lewis, vet nitery opera- 
tor and unit packager, checked in 
yesterday (Mon.) as director of en- 
tertainment at the Flamingo Hotel. 
He will continue to be partnered 
with Danny Dare in the legit revue, 
“That’s Life,” current at the Las 
Palmas, Hollywood, in a pre-Broad- 
way tryout run. 

Lewis will buy all talent and will 
produce and stage the shows him- 
self. He recently severed his con- 
nection with Billy Gray’s Band Box 
in Los Angeles and formerly oper- 
ated Slapsy Maxie’s on the Coast. 


Hildy-Johnston 
Splitting After 
Las Vegas Date 


When Hildegarde returns to the 
Cotillion Room of the Hotel Pier- 
re, N.Y., Sept. 22 for eight weeks, 
she will be sans Johnny Johnston. 
Instead, she may have a newcomer 
pair, Howard Fenton and Gene 
Bone, to plug the waits while 
Johnston returns to Hollywood on 
several film commitments which 
his personal rep, Sam Weiler, has 
lined up. In the course of the new 
Hildegarde-Johnston team this past 
season there was another four- 
week hiatus for a previously com- 
mitted film chore. 

The Beverly Club, Cincinnati, 
and the Desert Inn, Las Vegas, for 
four weeks commencing Aug. 17, 
wind up the Hildegarde — Johns- 
ton pairing. E 

Hildegarde is set for five weeks 
at the Palmer House, Chicago, in 
November, following the Pierre 
date, and then may essay a tv 
format which Anna Sosenko, her 
personal rep, and NBC prexy Pat 
Weaver discussed last week. 


$500,000 Atlantic City 
Boardwalk Fire Wrecks 
Entrance to Steel Pier 


Atlantic City, Aug. 3. 

A $500,000 fire which started un- 
der the Boardwalk in front of the 
midcity Steel Pier last Friday 
afternoon (30) at 6 p.m. destroyed 
the entrance to the big amusement 
centre at a loss estimated at 
$200,000. 

Although many vacationists were 
on the pier as the alarm was 
turned in, only one pier theatre, 
the Casino, a motion picture house 
which faces the Boardwalk, was 
evacuated, and this without panic. 

Many in other theatres were un- 
aware of the blaze, which was con- | 
fined by firemen to the front of | 
the big amusement spot. Others, | 
assured that there was no immedi- | 
ate danger, preferred remaining | 
on the Pier, stretching a quarter 
of a mile to sea. 

Before being curbed, the fire | 
gutted the fronts of four stores, | 
Planters Peanuts included, across | 
from the Pier. Damaged besides | 
Planters, where the loss was cited | 
as above $50,000, were the Howard | 
Johnson restaurants (2), between | 
$50,000 and $75,000 loss; Fra- | 
linger’s salt water taffy store, | 
$50,000, with the cost of replacing | 
the damaged Boardwalk figured at | 
$40,000 or more. 


LZeckendorf’s Astor Buy; 
Hilton’s Statler Deal 


On the heels of the Hotel As- 
tor (N.Y.) deal, William Zecken- 
dorf’s (Webb & Knapp) bid for the 
Statler Hotels chain fell through 
yesterday (Tues.). Hilton Hotels, 
instead, acquired control for $37,- 
650,000, paying $50 a share for the 
753,000 controlling shares. 

Over the weekend the W&K 
head effected a lease on the Times 
Square landmark, with an option 
to buy the Astor. Zeckendorf’s as- 
sociates are Benjam H. Swig, of 
San Francisco and Jack D. Weiler 
of New York, who jointly own the 
Fairmont Hotel, Frisco, and with 
Webb & Knapp (Zeckendorf) are 
also owners of the Western Mer- 
chandise Mart, S.F. 

Robert K. Christenberry, N.Y. 
State Boxing Commisssioner and 
longtime president and managing 
director of the Astor, remains at 
the helm. 

















AGVA-AFM Can. Breach Widens; 
Murdoch Calls Talent Union ‘Racket’ 


By MAX NEWTON 
Montreal, Aug. 3. 

Despite the charges and counter- 
charges, near-threats and double- 
talk, there is no sign of an im- 
mediate settlement of the AFM- 
AGVA hassle current here in 
Canada. The dispute, as to whether 
the. talents of an entertainer be- 
longs with AFM or AGVA, started 
some months ago and execs of both 
unions chose Canada as the testing 
ground. 


The apparent disinterest of both 
unions’ top brass in the prelim- 
inary fight and the delaying tactics 
has resulted in a first-class wrangle 
between entertainers, clubowners 
and the unions. With both unions 
taking off the wraps in recent 
weeks and issuing sharp edicts to 
operators and artists alike, the 
dispute has been’ brought in 
sharper focus. 

With the AFM taking the ini- 
tiative, Walter Murdoch, Canadian 
member of the International Ex- 
ecutive Board and AFM prexy in 
Canada, arrived in Montreal last 
week with Jack Ferentz, assistant 
to James C. Petrillo, for talks with 
both agents and musicians. 

Following one of the largest 
AFM meetings (approx. 800) ever 
held in Montreal, last Friday (30), 
with all members unanimously 
backing the fight, Murdoch met 
the press and deftly parried their 
questions with the reasons for 
AFM’s stand on this matter. 
Principal reason for the present 
situation is the outgrowth of a 
violation by AGVA of a written 
agreement dated May 29, ’50, and 
signed by Petrillo and Gus Van, 
then president of AGVA, defining 
their respective jurisdictions and 
providing for the settlement of all 
disputed matters at top level. When 
askéd why such an _ inter-union 
fight could not have been settled 
by the parent AFL body, Murdoch 
stated that both groups had been 
told to “bring your arguments here 
with clean hands. The AGVA still 
has smudgy hands. They still have 
to make an appearance.” 





Rumors of growing discontent 
amongst AGVA members in Mont- 
real are rife and reiterated by 
Murdoch, who claims that many 
have written, wired or phoned his 
office in Toronto asking that an 
auxiliary similar to the one now 
in force in Torento aligning for- 
mer AGVAers with the AFM be 
instigated here in Montreal. Mur- 
doch outlined in glowing terms the 
maternal interest taken by the 
AFM in this new auxiliary group, 
and cracked that “AGVA has been 
an absolute racket from the begin- 
ning and continues to be that. They 
are simply a dues-collecting organ- 
ization.” 

He compared the open-handed 
dealings of the AFM to the secret- 
elected officers of AGVA, pointing 
out that Jack Irving, key operator 
of AGVA, is more interested in 
his outside business than with the 
affairs of AGVAites. A_ recent 
meeting in Toronto between Irving 
and Murdoch ended in a stalemate 
and a solution was turned down by 
the AGVA prexy “for fear of losing 
face with other AGVA directors 
and’ members.” 

Meanwhile, operators in Mont- 
real are booking as many musical 
acts as possible to keep their rooms 
open, but biz, for the most part, is 
falling off and the local nitery 
scene takes oh a sombre appear- 
ance for the first time in many 
years. 


CHRISTINE’S 1ST TEXAS 
DATE CUT SHORT BY FIRE 


Dallas, Aug. 3. 

Christine Jorgensen’s first Texas 
date was cut short when fire 
damaged the Colony Club early last 
Wednesday (28). With comedian 
Myles Bell, headliner had com- 
pleted five nights of an eight-night 
stand here to good business. Duo 
Sails from N. Y. Aug. 6 for vaude 
dates in Europe. 
e Abe Weinstein, Colony owner, 
will refurbish his midtown cabaret 
for a Sept. 15 reopening. 
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Waldorf-Astoria, N. WY. | 

Perez Prado Orch (14), with’ 
Montoyo Sisters (3), and Alva 
Bros. (2), Mischa Borr Orch (8); 
$1.50 and $2 couvert. 








A couple of seasons ago the Star- 
light Roof of the Waldorf hit the | 
jackpot with Los-Chavales de Es- | 
pana (The Kids from Spain), a 
suave, musicianly and showmanly | 
group. They became a U. S. attrac- | 


tion, and the Hilton flagship hos- | 
telry was able to bring them back | 
for an entire season last year. This | 
season Freddy Martin inaugurated | 
the summer and the hotel found it- | 
self stuck for an attraction for Au- | 


' 


gust until somebody—like Music 
Corp. of America, which has a 
longtime “in” on bookings here, 


and obviously a positive approach | 
to mutual - problems—must have | 
vouchsafed that mambo is the thing 
of the year. 

And so it is. It even brought 
back Vaughn Monroe as a No. 1 
diskery bestseller for RCA Victor, 
so why not take the top Victor 
band which specializes in the new 
beat and let ’em have it. | 

They do. They almost blow the 
customers off the roof. The Anacin 
concession at the Waldorf, for the 
waiters and captains alone should | 
do a good business. 

On the third night caught, the | 
Prodoites were blowing the brass in | 
so lusty a manner that they were 
probably heard right clear down to | 
Havana’s Prado, near where the 
maestro-composer was cradled. } 

No question about his prowess, 
but there’s such thing as overdo- 
ing your strength. The maitre d’| 
and other Starlight Room attaches | 
aver that if you put Prado under 
wraps he loses his appeal. That he 
has appeal was evidenced by the 
turnout business although if a Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Roof doesn’t do busi- 
ness in this weather in Gotham 
what will? Discounting its auto- 
matic draw, the management wise- 
ly makes sure of its dansapation 
and other attractions. 

That they’re mambo-happy was 
evidenced from the immediate 
surge onto the floor (also played by | 
Prado and his hi-octane acoustica! 
team) directly after their 20-min- 
ute show stint. In fact the custom- 
ers came onto the floor before 
schedule, an elementary detail 
which could and should be basic- 
ally corrected by the bilingual sax- 
ophonist who does most of the 
spieling in English from a portable 
chest-mike. although remaining in 
the ranks with the other reed spe- 
cialists. There is no theatrical fan- 
fare or other vivid evidence that) 
the show-is-on. hence it spoils the 
effect as waiters_and captains must 
shoo off the mambo-happy hoofers 
before the presentation gets under 
Way. 

No question about Prado’s prow- 


| 


ess. He’s a sort of Stan Kenton 
in mambo, with his progressive 
beat. Only thing is that he must 


keep it down. The eardrums can't 
take it from a sitting-down position 
as he unspools his musical reper- 
toire which is forte on the brass— 
there is one trumpeter wh doesn't 
have to take a back seat from 
Harry James or anybody. 


| solidly. 


ebug stuff. 


as choice. a brand of all-tasteful 
dansapation as any hotel or clien- 
tele could desire. ‘Abel. 


Casino Royal, Wash. 
Washington, July 28. 
Ann Sothern & ‘Escorts (5), 





500 Club, A.C. - 

Atlantic City, N. J., July 31. 
Betty Hutton, Jerry Antes, Jack 
Regis, Joe Prior; Carolyn Ayres & 
Escorts; Joe DeMarco; Jack Cur- 


itiss, Pete Miller Orch (15) with 
‘Joe Frasetto; $5 minimum week- 


Raquel, Lennie Paige, Gene Rus | 


sell & Line (5), Bob Simpson Orch 
(11); $1 entertainment charge, $4 
minimum. 





Ann Sothern has what it takes 
to make good in a big way on the 
nitery circuit. Although pub enter- 
taining is new for her, she unveils 
the right kind of singing voice and 
comedy approach, together with 
ability to hold an audience and 
squelch a loudmouth. Topping off 


\is a timing of which any nitery 


artist can be proud. 

Working with Miss Sothern are 
the Escorts, a singing-dancing unit 
of five men who back her up 
Highlight of the offering 
here is a “Too Darn Hot” number 
which would be a showstopper any- 
where, Miss Sothern plays it as 
Maisie Revere, with big-feathered 
hat-and green boa, just a gal who 
keeps the sailors of the U.S. Navy 


happy. The Escorts are in sailor | 
They sing and | 


summer whites. 
dance “Too Darn Hot” and “Sum- 
mertime.” 

Star also does a private secre- 


tary monolog in which she tells of | costumes for the numbers without 


various types of secs, the office 
wife, office flirt, the one who 
hates her boss, etc. After a “Hello, 
hello” throwaway, she and the boys 
swing into a “Happy” number 
which includes’a medley of such 
songs as “Happy Tall,” “I Want to 
Be Happy,” “Hallelujah,” ete. 

At show caught, when there was 
noise out in the audience, she 
squelched it by smiling sweetly 
and commenting, ‘I'll wait.” 
show, incidentally, was cut about 


Raquel, a circus juggler, 
works mostly by juggling a large 
log with her feet, looks good as an 
early nitery number. Gal is a good 


who wears a tight costume for 


showing them. Lennie Paige, the | 


house emcee, sings with a line of 
five girls and their choreographer, 
Gene Russell. Gals are handsomely 
costumed. Bob Simpson _ orch, 
which for the show and for dansa- 
pation, goes in heavy for the jitter- 
Lowe. 


La Nouvelle Eve. Paris 


Paris, Aug. 1. 
Rene Bardy presents ‘“Histoires 


D’Eve,” revue in three parts, by 
Jean Marsac, Max Revol, Jean 
Mare. Staged -by Revol; choreog- 


raphy, George Carden; costumes. 
Erte, Vare; music, Eduardo Adam- 
is. With George Carden, Janet Gray, 
Scott Jackson, Vicky & Cocky, Trio 
Morlidor, Dany Middleton, Josette 
Crisy, Sergine Kay, Kodell, Louis 


Massis, Lamia & Laila, Roland 
Leonor, Andree Lescot, Gerard 
Lancelle, Arlette Antoni, Claude 


Tang, Les Filles D’Eve (12), May- 
fair Lovelies Girls (12%. Raphael 
Biondi. Orch (12); $3 cover, $5 
minimum. 





| 
} 
} 


ends; $4 weekdays. 





Betty Hutton again proves that 
she is truly the “blonde bombshell” 
at Paul (Skinny) D’Amato’s spot 
before an audience which jammed 
the 700-seater to the doors. Sup- 
ported in her songs and dance 
numbers by three boys, Jerry 
Antos, Jack Regis and Joe Prior, 
she gives payees almost a solid 
hour of entertainment, begging 
off after an added 15-n.inute stint 
for the firstnighters. 

Star makes her entrance to the 
stage dramatically through dark- 
ened house, way being lit by spots 
while her theme, “It Had to be 


| You,” is softly played. There she 
jis met by the three boys in her 


act and immediately goes 
slambang routine which keeps 
them at strict attention and yelling 


|for more right through until the 


| 
} 


} 





| looking brunet with plenty curves, | 


Th; | the great welcome. 
US| songs old and new, belted over as 


15 minutes from scheduled length. | eS oe 


who | 


end, and even later. 

Miss Hutton takes some of her 
best from the motion picture and 
record field and combines them 
into a finished routine which 
moves along at a bombastic and 
sometimes deafing pace, changing 


a break in the swiftly moving pre- 
sentation. 

Attractively garbed in sheer 
pink sheer brocade appliqued with 
silver butterflies highlighted with 
rhinestones made with a_ tight 
bodice with full skirt and a tiny 
poplum, she opened with Gersh- 
win’s “But Not for Me,” following 
patter wherein she thanks all for 
Follows then 


“Can’t Get A Man With A Gun” 
finds her in cowgirl and pistols get- 


| up. Broadway of 1924 recalled with 


“Ziegfeld Follies” of that year and 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields, 
the stars, as she and boys nicely do 
“Broadway” and then “Roseland.” 
Miss Hutton recreates the mood 


of the Blossom Seeley biopic she 


last did for Paramount. 

Top spot of Miss Hutton’s show 
brings in the three boys dressed 
as sailors through payees with star 
appearing wearing shart, form 


touched knees. Ankles decked with 


'matching bows, hat black pancake 


with question-mark tall red feath- 
er. As ‘Sexy Sadie” ‘she 


Yorder in New Orleans.” 


to “Tea For Two,” a luminous paint | 
number and “New Orleans” lead | Lanny 
into the final number is nostalgic | 7 


“Born to Do,” but mittings brought | acquaintance will 


singer still retains his vocal magic. 
| Ross’ current act stacks up as an| 


Miss Hutton back for what proved 
to be an added 15-minute stint. 
For this she brings the piano out, 
summons trombone, trumpet and 
clarinet and goes into a Dixieland, 


winding it up with Sophie Tucker's | 
“Some of These Days” after prais- | qj 
ing vet songstress and declaring | Ross’ experience and * 
that she had been selected to play | nique vr him in pA yee in 


her life story when filmed. 





dies, with Benny the eome target. 
Corn nds and - aided by 
Benny’s recorded yoice. “The Adam 
And Eve Story” is good. Close 
harmony in spirituals nets a big 
audience response. The topper is 
“Play No. 17,” a 10-minute gam- 
bling saga with the cleverly-in- 
jected recorded voice of Benny’s 
favorite tout (Sheldon Leonard) 
that all but walks off with top 
honors. 

Andre & Delphine are an adagio 
duo that please with a gracefully 
athletic turn that indicates a circus 
background. The Flamingo line 
weaves smoothly through a pair of 
production numbers costumed to 
capture the male eye, and the Tor- 
ris Brand orch is okay. Bob, 


Colony Club, Dallas 
Dallas, July 24. 


Christine Jorgensen, Myles Bell, 
Johnny Cola Orch (5); $2.50 
cover. 





Only Texas stopover for Chris- 
tine Jorgensen, who sails from 
N. Y. Aug. 6 for English vaude 
dates, augurs a hefty b.o. for 
cabaret owner Abe Weinstein. 
Opening drew an SRO house, as 
the ex-GI benefitted from heavy 
flacking, and the local eight-night 
stand, with 17 shows, boasts a 
hefty advance sale. 

Veteran comic Myles Bell opens 
the show with 20 minutes of old 
and new patter, and builds into a 
nice mitting. His show savvy 
spills over to the topliner, who 
pleases the stubholders in a sur- 
prisingly good turn. In strapless 
beige tulle and lace gown, topped 
by stone marten fur, headliner 
half talks, half sings “Getting to 
Know You,” “Keep It Gay,” “You'll 
Never Walk Alone” and a closing 
“Thanks A Million.” 

Between songs banter with Bell 
scores. solidly with  ringsiders, 
wherein ‘star boasts of being no 
crazy, mixed-up kid, knows all the 
Jorgensen jokes, all about the birds 
and bees and is only working long 
enough “to afford Rubirosa.” Gets 
nice palming throughout the lighter 





| fitting tomato red silk crepe with | 
two rows of fringe reaching from 
‘hips to top of skirt which barely 


stuff; it’s the serious talk, after 
some_ incidental _ ballroomology, 
|that brings on the hefty response, 
}as star tells of the trials and 





| tribulations suffered before the sex 
| changeover brought peace of mind 
'and happiness. 

, Pianist Johnny Cola takes his | 
quintet through top showbacking, 
|}and amply fills the floor with terp 
fans. Bark. 





| Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 
and | 
masculine trio do neat “Way Down | 


Minneapolis, July 24. 
Lanny Ross, Don McGrane Orch 


: | (8); $2.50 minimum. 
Tne Charleston, a self-taped duet | 


It’s been several years since 


| agreeable, genteel songology 
marked by a quiet, intimate mood. 
In this class boite it sits well. 

As he tells stories in s6ng or has 
ngs at current top pop tunes, 


| invests several numbérs with infec- 


Ross last appeared here, | 
but those renewing an old, pleasant | 
find that the) 








Dames and dress are the corner- 
stones of this lavish new show. 
brought in for the summer season 
at this lush boite. Spectacle is 
stressed, and the more cohesive 
comedy qualities of the last show 
have been sacrificed until the new 
opus next November. Result is an 
eyefilling, superbly costumed show 
which bowls through its four hours, 
pyramiding a series of racy num- 
bers and variety acts into a most 
satisfying affair. -This is still the 
leading plushery here and prices 
are still steep, with a $3 entrance 
fee and $5 minimum. However. 
one can dawdle through the whole 
show with a drink, if one can stand 
it. without any of the pressing of 
yore. Biz was tops when caught. 


Maestro Prado is in white tails, 
a geiup which inspires the obvious 
crack about “Perez, you made the’! 
pants too long.” He is given to 
kicks, a la the French “sabot” style 
of pugilisties, to punctuate his con- 
ducting, but in the main he does 
his stuff conventionally. The per- 
sonnel comprises four saxes, four 
trumpets, one trombone, $string’ 
bass, drums, two bongottes (mara- | 
cas! and piano. Prado doubles on 
the ivories for one specialty which 
is more subdued and proves they 
can do melodie stuff He mixes up 
the mambos with the “suby.” which 
is even faster than the mambo. and 
the “pau-pau.” qa slower mélodic 
rhythm. They should pour on that 
pau-pau more. 


si ; ; Kodell is a U. S. magico who 
No question about the impact of | adds a group of lovebirds to his 


the mambo, which is Afro-Cubano | act. He goes through his paces in 
dansanation at its most uninhibited | a rhythmic manner and birds ap- 
blend of the jive and the pear and disappear at will. This 
rhumba. is a class, distinctive entry with 
He has two specialty acts, both solid TYan-tailed costuming and 
on the conventional side. The Mon-, 00d presence helping. Three 
toya Sisters are a willing albeit un-| other acts, Vicky & Cocky, Lamia 
socko vocal trio, in same purple! & Laila and Trio Morlidor are un- 
gowns and general derrieres, who der New Acts. Mayfair Lovelies 
essay “Sway With Me.” a Latino Girls (12) and nudies Les Filles 
number in English. The hoofing | D’Eve (12) are lovely and plastic 
Alva Bros. (2) may look good to, with the Raphael Biondi orch (12 
the tourists making the rounds of 4 fine background for the variou 
Havana's “Pennsylvania Ave.” out-| Sketches. Andree Lescot. Roland 
skirts but are out of their league| Leonor and Sergine Kay handle 
in the Waldorf. However. they're/|the vocals effectively. 
both one-to-fill; main thing js Show starts at 10 p.m. goes 
Prado. He has a Victor record rep. | through till midnight, then breaks 
more or less focused on the Latin | for a half-hour and segues into the 
trade. although the diskery hasj| second part, and then a break and 
been trying to extend his scope. | third section. Single theme makes 
Given more showmanship he’ this too tedious for a whole sitting 
should project the mambo beat and helps in turnover. Interims 
into classier environs—it need not | have goodlooking taxi girls for the 
be confined to Broadway's Palladi-{loners at 75¢c a dance, and there 
um dancehall. But for the Waldorf | are also taxi boys, working their 
it requires | greater versatility. | way through med school, for the 
Mischa Borx’s band still gives, put femmes. .,,, Mosk. 


—a 


bedjy romps through pop dune paro-, 


Carolyn Ayres & Escorts, in two} tious humor and never seems to 
dance nubshers, open oo gh eee | take his efforts too seriously as he 
“te 4 oys -— “ean om proceeds in a light-hearted manner 
yoe ~eMarcos nice tap Gance| that spells customer enjoyment. 
routine uses three tennis balls tO|° Rest-liked contributions include 
get good response. Walk. | “Wernando’s Hideaway,” “Little 
| Red School House,” “I’m a Bad, 
| Bad Man,” “In Venezuela,” “I 
'Think I’m Falling in Love” and 





Flamingo, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 27. 


Dick Contino, Sportsmen (4) |‘‘Antoinette.” His skill with love 
(with John Rarig), Andre & Del- ballads still impresses, but his 
phine, Flamingo Starlets (12), Tor-; routining, with its pace. changes, 


ris Brand Orch 
mintmum, 


(11); no cover or, shows him to advantage in a varie- 
| ty_of numbers. . 
, | Highly capable Don McGrane 
Dick Contino easily lives up to (and his orchestra help to enhance 
his sobriquet, ‘Mr. Accordion,” | Ross’ effectiveness. Rees. 
and evokes enthusiasm for is | 
work with the squeezebox. When | 
he confines himself to the instru- 
ment he shines, and the 30-minute | 
stint covers melodic medleys 
through which the star’s nimble 
fingers race to steady palm-stinging | emeemmanel 
reaction. As the act builds, his| This Bush St. bistro is the dixie- 
showmanship comes into good fo-|land headquarters for the Coast, 
cus. By the time he has hurdled| sort of the Nick’s of San Francisco. 
“Sorrento” and “Peg O’ My Heart,” |} Currently running a relief inter- 
Conting is home a winner. | lude from the regular house band, 
The only letdown comes in the | Kid Ory, is the Ralph Sutton Quar- 
vocal department, in which, al-|tet from Eddie Condon’s in New 
though exhibiting a warm, pleasing | York 
voice, especially in bouncy num-}| Sutton, an effective barrelhouse 
bers, he wav rot be adapted to! pianist, scores with his solos on 
such langu chirpings as “Want-| Fats Waller tunes, and backs up 
ed.’ Contin» jot a vecal lesson | other members in their solos. Ed 
from his father at performance | Hall on clarinet is outstanding and 
caught. Dad, a Fresno butcher, | the rhythm section of Walter Page, 
went on to sing the ‘Italian Butch-| bass, and Charlie Lodice, drums. 
er Song,” to the younger Contino’s | works out effectively, 
accompaniment, and scored a big! Overall, the group gets a sound 
hit. ; ’ very reminiscent of the Benny 
Costarring in this three-framer,|Goodman Quartet, and since they 
and deservedly sharing top honors|run down many of the BG num- 
with Contino, are The Sportsmen, | bers, gets a tremendous hand from 
a4 merry musical group. Jack;|the aficionados who congregate 
Benny's favorite quartet, under the | here. Meade Lux Lewis, a boogie- 
piano guidance of musical director | woogie artist of some vintage, belts 
John Rarig, talentedly and spirit-| out solid eight-to-the-bar in the in- 








Hangover Club. Frisco 
: San Francisco, July 23. 

Ralph Sutton Quartet, Meade 

Lux Lewis. No cover, no minimum. 








dewmissigns, Rafe, ? 


Beverly Hills, N 
' Newport, Ky., July 3). 
Hildegarde & Johnny Johnston 
Victor Charles, Earl Lindsay Danc. 
ers (10), Dean Campbell, Garda- 
ner Benedict Orch (12); $3 mini- 
mum, $4 Saturdays. 





Biuechip performance is turned 
in this session;by 4-karat princi- 
pals and a stellar line of chorines. 
Solid. entertainment from start to 
finish and not a taint of smut. 

Hildegarde and Johnny Johnston, 
one of the top headline teams to 
play here over the years, bow off 
graciously after nearly a full hour 
of solid returns. Fetching in gowns 
of gray and black, Hildegarde 
opens alone and scores with piano 
selections and vocals before John- 
ston, handsome in tails, takes over 
for a brief routine of singing, guitar 
strumming. He registers with a 
hillbitly takeoff, splendid bariton- 
ing of a couple standards and the 
“Gambler Guitar.” 

In one of her numbers at the 
Baldwin, Hildegarde has effective 
violin accompaniment by Robert 
Norris. She waltzes with a male 
patron and later with Johnston 
after the two of them hoke a song 
and softshoe routine to a medley 
of the ’20s. Oscar Kosarin, con- 
ductor and pianist, rounds out the 
H-J support. 

Victor Charles contributes a de- 
lightful 12 minutes, dancing with 
his distinctive puppet personalities 
and putting one of them through 
acrobatics. Earl Lindsay Dancers, 
with singing Dean Campbell, reg- 
ister in “Haiti” and “Ladies of the 
Evening” ensembles, well-routined 
and costumed. Gardner Benedict 
combo is strong aid to Hildegarde 
and partner. Koll. 


Beachcomber. Miami B. 
Miami Beach, July 30. 
Martha Raye, with Frank Still; 
Novelites (3),+. George DeWitt, 
Condos & Brandow, Len Dawson 
Orch: $3.95 food or bev. minimum. 
saneiginati 
Back in her adopted hometown, 
Martha Raye is money in the bank 
for Norman Schuyler, who re- 
lighted his huge Beachcomber for 


the date. The duo were partnered 
in the Five O’Clock Club for sev- 
eral years before the comedienne 


|headed for Marhattan and tv suc- 


cess. 
Though somewhat more subdued 
than when working the Five 


O'Clock, Miss Raye is still the dy- 
namic performer when she hits the 
boards for the initialer, a smash 
teaming with the Novelites on 
“Lover” to spark matters, It is in 
the solo portion of the package 
that she works the straight, always 
effective angles, eschewing the blue 
tinge, such as the bawdy “Song of 
The Shord,” once an integral part 
of her act. It’s all for the better, 
the tabpayers enthusiastically ac- 
cepting her delineations of “I’ve 
Got My Love To Keep Me Warm,” 
“Black Magic’ trademark, “Mr. 
Paganini’ and “You Can Depend 
On Me.” The carefully blended as- 
sortment allows for full projection 
of her considerable talents, be it 
ballad or jump. The zesty per- 
sonality reaches her peak when 
the entire company joins her in a 
rousin; session of “St. Louis 
Blues,” to wind her into a_ boff 
finish. 

The Novelites, who’ve always 
been part of the Raye unit in this 
sector, are an increasingly effective 
trio of instrumentalists and com- 
edy-song stylists: The compote 
offered contains straight harmonics 
as well as the specials that accent 
laughs. On the harmony side they 
click big with “Mississippi Mud” 
and “World Is Waiting For The 
Sunshine.”” Comedy is projected in 
the Marx Bros. takeoff and the big 
howler, their screwy, mugged-up 
lampoon on_ cornball musician- 
singers. Add to palm-build with 
impressions of Billy Daniels, et al, 
for a wrapup. They’re obvious bets 
for tv appearances and as topliners 
along the cafe run. 

George DeWitt adds his smooth 
comedy to the proceedings, fitting 
neatly into the picture with his 
Waggery, carbonings and_ songs. 
Vocal impressions are especially 
notable, leaving impression that 
the good-looking laughmaker could 
well essay tuneselling ih own style. 
As is, the rounded act contains 
healthy assortment of ingredients, 
from quickie-lines to quickie cal- 
bons of the better knowns. Off to 
solid returns. . 


Condos & Brandow get the show 
going at a fast pace with their 
combo of ace hoofery, trumpet- 
piano interchanges and jump-sins- 
ing. They're an adept team, with 
the hoofing standout in their ses- 
sion.. Len Dawson and his orci 
back the proceedings in top man- 
ner. Frank still rates kudoes for 
his accomps in: the Martha Raye 
segment! :/°° 9? *' © Bary. 
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” nmap 
Sahara, Las Vegas 
Mae West with Louise Beavers, 
Steve Ross, Don Kent, Dick Du- 
pois (19); Nita & Pept, Dick Kerr, 
Saharem Girls (12), Cee Davidson 
Orch; io covet, no minimum 





28 years since Mae West 
d Margie LaMont in her self- 


It’s 


played +¥) > , 
“tten “Sex” and she still hasn’t 
Writ interest in the subject. Here 


-. Vegas she’s found the perfect 
audience for her type of script, 
and it’s likely that she'll be the 
alltime entertainment jackpot for 
this funloving resort, where there’s 
at least as much interest in bou- 
doir sports as there is in the gal- 
Joping dominoes. 

Overtures had been made inter- 
mittently to Miss West for several 
years to play Vegas, and she fi- 
nally succumbed to the Sahara's 
Bill Miller. The payoff for him is 
like making a nine the hard way 
«not alone because of the surefire 
great business, but also from the 
standpoint of press attention that 
gives’ the Sahara major national 
and international newsbreaks. 

In the same Congo Room that 
saw the Vegas debut of Marlene 
Dietrich 10 months ago, and the 
sensation caused by her “topless” 
gown, Diamond Lil last Tuesday 
night (27) swayed her ballbearing 
hips on a nightclub floor for the 
first time in her career. Unlike 
Miss Dietrich, she bares nothing, 
vet reveals everything. Elsewhere, 
her payoff with this act and most 
of its material may chiefly attract 
the cops, but for Vegas she’s made 
like the proverbia¥ farmer’s daugh- 
ter. She'll be back and often. 

It’s difficult to judge Miss West 
by standards other than the old 
Irving Place burlesque house in 
N.Y. Except for the fact that she 
doesn't strip, literally, and there’s 
no baggypants comic leering, “I'll 
meet you around the corner in a 
half-an-hour,’”’ Miss West is strict- 
ly the low burlesque leading lady 
with an unabashed interest in 
S-E-X, spelled out by a stutterer 
who can let go of the word. Ex- 
cept for the plays “Sex” and “The 
Pleasure Man,’ which caused a 
conclave of gendarmes on -Broad- 
way and afforded Miss West a va- 
cation in the Welfare Island clink, 
she’s hardly ever: been dirtier than 
she is here. Comparatively, ‘“‘Cath- 
erine Was Great” was “The White 
Sister.” 

However, here in Vegas it fits— 
like the tag end of her show, when 
the well-muscled Mr. America 
(Dick Dubois) sings “Everything I 
Have Is Yours” and Mae archly ad- 
vises him “And IT’ll know what to 
do with it.” 

The word “coy” isn’t in Miss 
West's vocabulary. She knows 
what she wants when she wants it 
—and everybody is going to know 
about it, too. She’s on for 39 min- 
utes and her act is routined so 
that nobody can be expected to 
say, “Well, this is a surprise.” Just 
in case some hermit wanders in 
from the salt mines, Miss West 
makes.him hep immediately with 
her opening song, “I Wanna Do All 
Day What I Do All Night’—and 
she doesn’t mean listening to the 
radio. 

Seventeen men are with her— 


nine of them loinclothed weight- | 


lifters with the biggest biceps. 
What a sensation they would have 
been in “The Pleasure Man,” at 
least with the cast. She uses them 
for obvious window-dressing and 
Sets the theme in acknowledgement 
to their first «introduction, “I'm 


Pleased to meet you boys—face to | 


face,” followed by “Don’t crowd 
me, boys, there’s enough for all!” 
The muscle-boys are _ strictly 
Bristle, but Mae recommends them 
to the girls in the audience with a 
Special song, “I’ve Got Something 
for the Girls—Boys, Boys, Boys.” 
She then advises prospective cus- 
tomers, for Mr. America, “If 
there's any defective parts, send 
Im back to me, because he’s got 


my 90-day factory guarantee.” This | 


Muscle-boy, she brags, “is an all- 
around man—he @von the broad 

Jump, too.” 
There are eight other men work- 
— on stage with Miss West—a 
paeing froup of six organized by 
— Yost but not billed under his 
ame: a singing bit player, Steve 
nto Who works in a sketch that 
vg fire opening night, and 
— Kent, who works as m.c, The 
ter open her turn with a num- 
ious Mae West” and this segues 
nn er entrance—as expected, ex- 
chain, reclining on a _ fancy 
seep She's costumed in a tight, 
midriff ned gown with a net 
and gt flashy white fox stole 
pela high, black-plumed head- 
toga She looks like an illustra- 
= an old Police Gazetie cover 
Promised’ tins such a fancy frail 
Baste, of her songs is “Take It 
Written 3 which was originally 
ave, Lester Lee for Rita 
cow to sing in “Miss Sadie 
thip Peon, which had its censor- 
,  thobles without it. And up 
¢ finish, she delivers a “Dia- 


lat could be titled “The Fabu- | 


mond Lii” monoiog, followed by 
“Frankie and Johnnie,” that also 
leaves nothing to the imagination. 
That just about winds it up, ex- 
cept for a finale bow with all the 
men, particularly the boys with the 
muscles. 7 


Also in the act, but wasted, is 
Louise (Beulah) Beavers, playing 
her maid and feeding only one 
joke, “Beulah, peal me a grape,” 
out of a picture she once did with 
Miss West. 


There’s a considerable List of 
credits, one of the most worthy be- 
ing that of Charles O’Curran, who 
produced and directed and rates a 
bow for a remarkable job done in 
a short time with a rather cumber- 
some cast. Jerry Franks gets bill- 
ing for production supervision; 
Sam Minneo conducts Cee David- 
son’s orch for Miss West’s stage 
portion, Ray Bello is on the drums 
and Coco is Miss West’s guitarist. 
Joe Erens, Alan Alch and Bob 
Phompson wrote the two specials, 
“I Wanna Do All Day” and “Some- 
thing for the Girls,” which, ‘while 
not deathless prose, fit Miss West 
like a bedroom, and Edward Se- 
besta designed her gown, also in 
the proper mood. 


Up ahead of Miss West are two 
fine acts, Nita & Pepi, a mixed 
acrobatic team employing some ex- 
ceptional hand-to-hand tumbling 
tricks, and Dick Kerr, a young 
mimic who is both novel and ex- 
cellent. The mixed team is in tra- 
ditional collegiate costume and 
really give it the old college try, 
winding up with a sensational crab 
crawl over table and stage to great 
applause. 

Equally clicko in his eight-min- 
ute act is Kerr, who uses a high- 
pitched, screechy falsetto as the 
teeoff for a series of fine vocal imi- 
tations. He moves from the high 
whine to the low baritone of Billy 
Eckstine, mellow soprano of Rose 
Murphy, gravel’ vocalistics of 
Satchmo Armstrong, mellow bary 
of Tony Martin and, finally, a hec- 
tic imitation of Johnnie Ray, par- 
ticularly effective at the opening 
; Show because of Ray’s presence in 
| the audience. Kerr could have 
| Stayed on considerably longer, as 
| the audience demonstrated. 

The line, a Moro-Landis produc- 
| tion, is doing a holdover routine to 
|a potpourri of Continental num- 
|bers sung by a mixed pair of 
| singers. 





Miss West’s appearance is excel- 
'lent. No babe, she still looks fine. 
Maybe not quite what she was 
when she did a single in vaude- 
ville, with Harry 
piano, but good enough to still get 


genre she’s interested in. 


For the house, she’s a particular 
sweetheart. Not only will she jam 





| this room during her current two- | 


It must be said in closing that! 
j |othy Claire, Nicco & Barba, Larry 





Richman at the | Caine 


' 


i 


| Is Just Around The Corner.” 


- 


Heat Wave, N. Y. 
Salt City Five & Will Alger, 
George Wettling Band (5); $2.50 
minimum, 





Jazz, whether it’s delivered hot 
or cool, has been a boon to nitery 
operators in New York. In the past 
couple of years a number of spots 
have reconverted to a strictly jazz 
policy and the bonifaces continual- 
ly have been scouting new loca- 
tions suitable for an intime jazz 
bash. The Heat Wave is the most 
recent jazz room to spring up in 
town and if it continues offering 
the same calibre combos as on the 
preem bill, it should have no 
trouble building a solid trade. It’s 
located in Greenwich Village, but 
Eddie Condon’s and Nick’s have 
built healthy reps there, so there’s 
no reason that the location should | 
limit the Heat Wave’s draw. 

It’s a _ pleasant-designed room} 
and the acoustics are just right for | 
the torrid sounds emanating from | 
the podium. Opening card is shared | 
by vet George Wettling with his | 
combo and the youthful Salt City | 
Five. Both groups are solid Dixie- 
land purveyors and they project | 
the kind of musical zest that keeps 
the room rocking. 

With Weitling on drums, Joe 
Sullivan on piano, Jimmie Archie 
on trombone, Henry Goodwin on 
trumpet and Bob Wilbur on clar- 
inet, the combo bats out a zingy 
instrumental session that’s hard to 
beat. Highlights in the group’s 
songbag are “Tin Roof Blues” and 
“Ballin’ The Jack.” 

The way the Salt City Five at- 
tacks the Dixieland beat belies 
their youth. The boys look like 
they've just come off the campus 
but they play with a vet savvy. It’s 
a well-integrated group with each 
man knowing his job and doing it 
well. They ride through each num- 
ber with an ingratiating vigor. 
Combo consists of Will Alger, 
trombone; Bob Cousevis, drums; 
Jack Maheu, clarinet; Frank Fraw- | 
ley, bass;eDick Oakley, trumpet. | 








and Tom Aquino, piano. Some of | 
the standout numbers in their sets | 
are “Shake It and Break It,” “T| 
Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love, Baby,” “Dixie.” and ‘Love 


Gros. 


Billy Gray's. L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 29. 
Billy Gray, Leo Diamond, Dor- 





Green Trio; $3 minimum. 





An elaborate takeoff on “The 
Mutiny” highlights Billy 
Gray’s return to his own spot for 


|inner, soundproof room 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


Negro Unit Draw On N.Y.’s 8th Ave. 
May Cue Talent Shift From Harlem 





ards most femme __ songstresses 
utilize for the warmer-upper. “Real 
Gone Guy,” sets her on the right 
track with the tablers. Follows 
with special lyrics on “Whoopee,” 
then launches her newest platter 
tune from “A Star Is Born’”—‘The 
Man Who Got Away.” Handling of 
the ballad is finely shaded. the 


hearer’s reaction indicating poten- | 


tials. contained. Switch to a tune 
medley of pdst two decades paces 
second half, with theme, “Sunday 
Kind Of Love,” leading into an- 
other medley of pops that mixes 
ballad and rhythm to wind her 
into solid finish. 

House dancers Antone & Ina 
hold over with their lift-spin ball- 
roomology, to initiate proceedings. 
Syd Stanley and his unit are well 
versed, per usual, at handling the 
showbacks and provide easy. Lary. 


The Hungry i. Frisco 
San Francisco, July 21. 
Josh White, John Hawker, Mort 
Sahl, George Miller; admission Tic 
weeknights; $1 Saturday. 





An avant-garde entertainment in 
the round-style club in the North 
Beach section, this spot has scored 
in recent months and has had to 
move to larger quarters adjacent 
to Chinatown, where it is now one 
of the top tourist attractions on 
the nightclub circuit. 

A converted chop suey joint, the 
club has an outside bar and an 
in which 
the talent performs before a briek 
wall on a bare stage framed by 
modern arty designs. Audience sits 
in canvas garden chairs and the at- 


| mosphere is intime in the extreme. 


Josh White, standard folksinger. 
heads the current bill running 
through his w.k. repertory of blues, 
folksongs and work songs. White 
was ill on night show whs caught 


and dnly did a short set, including | 


“I Gave My Love a Cherry” and 
“Evil Blues,” both of which scored 
effectively with the audience. 

John Hawker, young San Fran- 
cisco Negro, is featured singing 
|ballads and show tunes with un- 
| usual class. He has a voice capable 
‘of tremendous emotion and feeling 
|and could easily develop into a hot 
| personality on the basis of the 
|pipes alone. However, he seems 


plenty of attention from the only | a show that gives promise of meet- unable to sell effectively in the 
|ing ringside demands for the hot | club and looks unpreposessing on. 


weather. It’s a cinch though that the stage. 


the original author of “Mutiny” | 
will be tempted, after seeing the 


and-a-half week stay, but she’s on| Satire, to pen an autobiography en- | 


|fast, works fast and gets ‘em out) titled “I Wouk Up Screaming.” 


|into the casino even faster—6l1 
' minutes for the entire show. 
Scho. 


Downbeat Club. Frisco 

San Francisco, July 27. 
Duke _ Ellington Orch 
$1.50 admission, two-drink 
mum, 





Back for his second two-week 





ithe Duke looks to score again. 
| Opening-night crowd was heavy 
|/and business stayed up the rest of 
_ the week. 

| Ellington remains the class of 
/the field in nightclub presentation 
of an orchestra. Despite his more 
'than 25 years in front of the pub- 
lic, the Duke has retained the gla- 


| 
| 


| 


'later in the show, 


| 


| 


stanza at this spot in four months, | monic work is a fine musical seg- 


! 


Gray uses nine people in the 
sketch, but it really hits the high- 
spots only when he himself takes 
the stand as Queeg. Similarly, 
he saves the 
day with his monolog after the pro- | 
ceedings have slowed to a walk. 


F _(15),'He has some good new parodies 
Jimmy Grissom, Memery Midgett; | and a finale skit based on the pro- 
mint- | jected Rubirosa-Zsa 


Zsa Gabor 

film provides a funny finish to the 

two-hour layout. 
Leo Diamond's 


excellent har- | 


ment and he blends his musician- | 
ship with showmanship on_ such | 
items as an impression of a jam) 
session or a musical kaleidoscope | 
of N. Y.’s Little Italy. He tops it | 


|} lounge ballads. 


Comic Mort Sahl, who is kicking | 
/up quite a storm locally, is a nat- | 


ural click in front of an _ intelli- 
gentsiae audience, with frequent 


barbed political and psychological | 


quips. A monologist who works 
with no props other than the daily 
papers, he is glib, sharp and effec- 
tive in this setting. 

Pianist George Miller, who sup- 
plies intermission music and ac- 
companies White and Hawker, is 
an Okay nitery pianist with a good 
touch and a well-rounded reper- 
toire ranging from jazz to cork‘ail- 
Rafe. 


Sans Souci. Miami Bch 


Miami Beach, July 31. 
Joel Grey, Ann Herman Dance- 
ers, Sacasas Orch; $2.50 bev. mini- 
mum, 





off with his  electro-harmonica | J . : 

3 “ oel Gray played the swank Blue 
version -of “The High and the! Sails ; > i “ae 
Miskie” \theme whith be bee Sails Room here some months ago 


|recorded for RCA Victor. 


|mor that tv has taken from many | 


/other music names. 

| The current’ Ellington’ unit 
shapes up as one of the best he 
has ever led, with every man in it 
a soloist featured in one number. 
Standout instrumentalists are high 
note trumpet specialist Cat Ander- 
son, whose “September Song” is a 
crowd-pleaser; bassist Wendell 
Marshall, displaying his virtuosity 
on “Jack the Bear” and tenor sax 
Paul Gonzalves and trumpeter Ray 
Nance on “A Train.” Nance, a 
sock dancer and mugger, is also 
featured frequently on the violin, 
with “Sophisticated Lady” a stand- 
out number. Harry Carney, vet 
baritone saxist and only remaining 
member of the original Ellington 
unit, scores with powerful solo 
work on “Frustration,” and Britt 
Woodman, a new trombone player, 
displays a lot of class on “Theme 
for Trombone.” 

Vocalist Jimmy Grissom belts 
out a rhythm version of “Blue 
Moon” to heavy applause” and El- 
lington manages to review many 
of his standards from “Mood In- 
digo” and “Black and Tan Fan- 
tasy” through “Caravan,” ‘Per- 
dido” and “Satin Doll” with great 
effectiveness. The entire show, 
which occasionally runs as long as 
90 minutes, still holds the audi- 
ence solid. Rafe.. : 


; 
| 





| stint. 


land “Glocca 


|tween the numbers and loses her 





Other musical portion of the | 
show is Dorothy Claire’s 25-minute | 
She does okay with - such}! 
items as “I Get a Kick Out of You” | 
Morra,” but she at- 
tempts too much bad comedy be- 


audience. She should either stick 
to warbling or get new writers. 
Comedy dance stuff of Nicco & 
Barba opens the show with Nicca 
taking a beating from his statu- 
esque partner. It’s good for laughs. 
Larry Green Trio continues to 
earn attention with an excellent. 
job of showbacking. Kap. 


Nautilus. Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, July 31. 

Fran Warren, Antone & Ina, Syd 

Stanley Orch; $2.50 bev. minimum. | 





Fran Warren has become a fre- 
quent returnee to these precincts, 
with the Driftwood Room of this! 
big oceanfronter her base of opera- | 
tions. Reason for the returns is 
obvious. She is the type of thrush 
the lively set which frequents this 
room appreciates. 

Mixture of recording clicks and 
zingy arrangements of the better 
pops and familiars is adroitly 
balanced to’provide sound changes 
in mood and tempo. Teeoff is a 
refreshing one, in ‘that it gets 
away from kicked around stand- 





and marked up a solid click, busi- 
ness and enftertainment-wise. For 
his return he’s come back with an 


even more potent, tightly routined | 
act that contains new material plus | 
revision and rewrites on his origi- | 


nal stuff to stamp himself a young 
performer who keeps growing in 


| stature with each viewing, bespeak- 


ing the continued work and polish- 
ing. 

Illustrative is his rework of “Ro- 
mania.” the Yiddish musicomedy 
extract that was a forerunner at 
the triple-tongued rhythmics popu- 
larized by Danny Kaye. The young- 
ster has twisted the concept into a 
“Folk Song” idea which makes it 
an entry that all types can under- 
stand, leading up to the body of 
the tune with tongue-in-cheek 


| takeoff on folk-singers a la Harry 


Belafonte and Burl Ives. It’s a 
Wrapup segment, 

New is an imaginative 
Hat Song” with work in cf 
toppers who used the skimmeis as 
a trademark in their wovrk—Harry 


“Straw 


Richman, et al—the picce artfully | 


staged and written to a sock wind- 
up. Rest of stint is up to the afore- 
mentioned sequences allowing for 
lad’s ability at impreshes and hoof- 
ing; the ode to Betty Grable and 
the by-now standard lampooning 
of the nostalgia ridden a.ts, with 
Grey taxing the aud as far back as 
10 years ago cown his memoiy 
lane.” ° Lary. 


the + aL . 
‘(sans record) amd pair’s zany maul- 


* The plight of the Negro enter- 


'tainer seems especially downbeat 
| these days. Harlem, as a major 
;talent outlet, disappeared years 
|ago. There are few representative 
New York midtown spots and few 
niteries on a Hariemese policy. It's 
a tough deal to keep an act going 
ona regular basis at this time. 


Gotham’s Eighth Ave., a haven 
for sailors, girls and guys on the 
| make, has up to now been virtually 
| devoid of even a good honky-tonk. 
This once - good - street - gone - bad 
isn’t attracting much of a carriage 
trade these days, or even a repre- 
sentative subway trade, but there 
are still hordes on the streets. 


In this kind of atmosphere, 
Briggs, one of the street’s better 
saloons, with a triangular bar sup- 
porting a small stage, brought in 
a unit last Thursday (29) with a 
batch of standard Negro entertain- 
ers. The topliners have worked the 
better cafes and vaude houses at 
various times. Bill Bailey and Ida 
James are well-known turns on the 
circuit, while Manhattan Paul is a 
ubiquitous emcee who has been 
allied with better-known Negro 
packages. Management of Briggs is 
the same as that of the Metropole 
on Broadway, where the operators 
have long put the show on a plat- 
form over the bar for all the pass- 
ing pedestrians to see. . 

The unit doesn’t work under the 
best circumstances nor de mem- 

bers get a chance to. work for a 
crowd that provides some stimula- 
tion. However, these are the jobs 
that are available these davs and 
they can’t be turned down the way 
| things are running. 

Still —this is a neat package — 
'one that’s superior to its surround- 
ings. There’s production, not too 
skillful or polished, but at least it’s 
a good tiein for the acts. Costum- 
ing of the line is okay and the 
four kids are young and pretty, and 
are hard workers. 

Bailey does virtually the same 
turn that he has done at the Roxy, 
Paramount. Apollo and elsewhere. 
He’s one of the more expert heof- 
ers, and also a cleric in his Harlem 
heath. He turns in a neat parcel of 
| cleats and some badinage very un- 
clerical in tone. He’s a good per- 
former even under these circum- 
| stances. 

Miss James. a good-looking girl 
with a babyish voice, is also a 
thorough professional. She works 
this job with the same skill as if 
she were working one of the more 
flossy spots. Miss James is similar- 
ly fine here. 

Other act. aside from the ener- 
getic emceeing of Manhattan Paul, 
is exotique Etheline Butler, who 
will positively tear down the joint 
on a Saturday when the street is 
loaded. 

This show is pr¢sented as a floor- 
display and not as continuous en- 
tertainment. It’s a fullscale revue 
appearing three times a night. 

Until the war, there was a lot of 
travel to Harlem for a hot brand 
of entertainment. But that disap- 
peared. Maybe they'll go over to 
Eighth Ave. for this kind of show. 
If it happens, then even this sec- 
tor could conceivably become a 
respected centre of entertainment. 

Jose. 


} 

| Gatineau. Ottawa 

Ottawa, July 30. 
Joanne & Stanley Kayne, Felo & 

Bruno, Gene Griffin, Lindsay Sap- 

phire Dancers’ (6), Harry Pozy 

Orch (8); $1 admission. 








Fresh, zingy comedy of Joanne 
and Stanley Kayne is a perennial 
business-getter here and the Gatin- 
eau Club’s Carnival Room was 
comfortably filled opening night 
(29) in spite of heavy rain. Stan- 
lev’s rubberfaced antics keep the 
tablesitters heavily mitting and Jo- 
anne sparks the stanza throughout 
with slick appearance, nice line- 
handling and okay pipes. Standouts 
are Stanley’s gag impression of 
Spike Jones’ “Cocktails For Two” 


ino of Jan Peerce'’s disking of 
“Bluebird of Happiness.” with Jo- 
anne juggling the turntable and 
needle with Stanley gives socko 
panto aping. 

Held over are Felo & Bruno, 
| Latin two-piano team, and chanter 
|Gene Griffin, who also sings with 
ithe line and emcess. Harry Pozy 


|/band showbacks and plays for 
‘dancing. Bunny Dixon is lounge 
jcanary and 88er. Gorm. 


ie en 


| 


apn 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 4 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show Roney Plaza 
Johnny Pineapple 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
«P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 











NEW YORK CITY: 
Music Halt (1) 5 
Corps de Ballet 
Marilyn Murphy 
Milan Timotich 
Larry Griswold 
Glee Club 
Rockettes 





De Mattiazzis 
fill 


| 4 to 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 6 


Diosa Costello Co 


Crew Cuts 
2 to fill 
MIAMI 


Sym Ore Mary McCarty 
Palace (R) 6 Bob Manning 
Eddie Hanley Wally Dean 
Marty May Christine & Moll 
Ernesto Bonino Skating Regals 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Renita Kramer 
Tivoli (T) 2 Sonya Corbeau 
Buck Warren Co Bert Duke 
Warren Latona Joy Horsburgh 
Sparks Dorothy Hall 
Dagenham Girl Show Girls 
Pipers Nudes 


Maxwells 
O'Hagan & Stead 
Rudi Grasl 


Johnny ‘“‘Rubber- 
face” Craig 
Edith Crocker Co 

Ron Parry 
Gloria Dawn 


Frank Cleary 
David Sterle 
David Hamilton 
Judd Lane 
Adorables 
PERTH 


R 
His Maij's (T) 2 
3 Daresco 
Charly Wood. Co 
Frank Cook & J 





Dancing Boys 
Ballet 

SYDNEY 

Tivoli (T) 2 
Roy Barbour 
Harry Jacobs 
Myrons 
Margaret Brown 
Mike 
Bouna 
Tony Fontane 
Julian Somers 
Kerry Vaughn 
David Edie 
John Biluthal 
Max Blake 
Choral Group 


Guus Brox & M se rors 
Chevalier Bros ancin ; 
G Nelson & C UNLEY 
Norman Vaughan _ Odeon (T) a 
Bernice Vaughan Vienna Boys Chei 
BRITAIN 

ASTON . er P 
Hippodrome (i) Empress ) 
Saree Shields Erik Barker 


Harry Dawson 
3 Astaires 
E Keifson & Carol 
Rema Ferri 
3 Toledos 
Paris Lovlies 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 2 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Fred Atkins 
Bill Finch 
Eddie Arnold 
Vera Cody Co 
Alain Diagora 
Bob Andrews 
Renee Dymott 
BLACKPOOL 
Opera House i!) 
Jimmy Edwards 
Tony Hancock 
Joan Turner 
Bassi 3 
Lucienne 
Bob & Astor 
Eliane & Rodolphe 
Kathryn Moore 
Monte Norman 
Corps de Baliet 
20 Tiller Girls 
Palace (1) 2 
Tessie O'Shea 
Walter Niblo 
Sid Plummer 
4 in A Chord 
Canfield Smith & S 
Sohra 
Gold & Cordell — 
Fratelli & Mallini 
Tower Circus (!) 
C Cairoli « Paul 
Knies Animals 
August Natsch 


Harru Dawson 
Cingalee 
Whittaker & Law 
Walter Jackson 
Skating Vogues 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 2 
Alan Alan 
Tom 
MC 
Sensational 
Kelroys 
Joan & Ernest 
Denvers 
Ladd West 
Sam Rogers 
Reggie Dennis’ 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 2 
Lester Ferguson 
F Bamberger 
Jo Jac & Joni 
David Berglas 
Artemus 
Johnny Paul 3 
Les Traversos 
EAST HAM 
Granada (i) 2 
Avis Dainton 
4 Riegels 
Peter Raynor_ 
Raj Putana Co 
Metropolitan (1) 
Ron Perrian 
Ike Hatch 
Johnny Mason 
4 Tune Tellers 
| Jacqueline McVee 
8 G Lawrence 
EDINBURGH 
Empire ‘M) 2 
T & D Kendall 
Issy Bonn 


Mokowski 
Garci 





3 Craddocks - 

Vivian & Tassi 

Knies R Horses 

2 Cherks 

Hareld Gautier Co 

Fattini 

4 Ramses 

Douglas Kossmayer 

3 Petroffs 

George Ruzsa 

7 Eagles 

2 Rassos 

10 Beer Barrel P 

Little Jimmy 
Jimmy Scott 

W G Pavillion 

Terry Thomas 

David Whitfield 
Stella Moray 
Freddie Frinton 
3 Najas 

Cycling Brockways 
F Langford ‘o 
Herbart Walton 
Sonnie Willis 

12 Holidaymekers 

BOSCOMBE 

Hippodrome if) 2 
Jack Haig 

Mary Harkness 
Eric Williams 
Musical Elliotts 
Earl Darnevy 
Patricia Soleil 
Leslie Dowsey 
Eddie Hart 
S Fisher Girls 


(i) 2 


Alhambra | 
Josef Locke 
Dennis Bros & June 
Valento & Dorothy 
Hackford & Doyle 
Des O'Connor 
Kelroys 
Joan & Ernest 
Les Dounos 
Joe King 

BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 2 
Max Bygraves 
Nitwits 
Joyce Golding 
Katherine Feather 
Nelson Bros 
Tux 
Virginia Vernon 
Shirley Hepburn 
Donald Clive 

BRISTOL 

Empire ‘t) 2 
Jimmy Mac 
Ragoldi Bros 
Jan Harding 
Miss Blandish 
Jean Raymond 
Burke & Kovacs 
Accordionaires 
Al Shaw 
Hippodrome ‘$) 2 
Bevertey Sis 
Bonar Colleane 
Tommy Reilly 
Keefe Bros & A 
Manning & Lee 
Nixes & 

Shane & Lamar 


, 


Morris & Cowley 
iJoan Mann 
}Harry Worth 

Al Koran 
Angelos 
Rovbetles 
FINSBURY PAR 
| Empire (M) 2 
|} DicRie Valentine 
'3 Monarchs 

| Dassie Bros 

G & A Doonan 
}Mario & Floria 
B & B Adems 

JI & J Bentley 

j LEEDS 
| Empire (M) 2 
| Mayfairs 

|} Bobb Collins 

| Jolly Co 

|Peter Sellers 

'3 Henrys 

|M Mitchell Co 
{Billy Maxam 

} Alma Cogan 

} LEICESTER 
|= Palace (S) 2 
| Kais 
| Luns 
i} Dickie Dawson 
1S Linfiels Cadets 
Capt Lahrs Co 
Mekko 
| Al MeCarthy Co 
| LIVERPOOL 
| Empire (M) 2 
i}Guy Mitchell 
|Mils & Melita 
F Harris & C 
|2 Peters 


Joe & Coco 


Jacobson to 


as | 


2 


Girls 


K 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 2 

Rolf Hansen 

Frances Duncan 

Bobby Wright & M 

Betty Driver 

Phil Darban & W 

George Martin 

iommy Date 

Archie Lewis 

Lee Youngsters 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 2 

Harry Secombe 

Jackson 

Bow & Darnel 

Ray Alan 

Peggy Desmond 

Cardew Robinson 

Owen McGiveney 

Jenny Hayes 

Wilfred Briton Co 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 2 

Rex & Bessie 

Teddy Johnson 

| Winters & Fielding 

| Benny Hill 

3 Hellos 

|Pearl Carr 

{Ted Overbury & S 

| SOUTHAMPTON 

| Grand (i) 2 

| Charlie Ellis 

| Wilton Family 

Angelina 

Amar & Alana 

Paris Lovlies 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (Mm) 2 





Terrie & Watts 
Chas Warren & J 
Fayne & Evans 
Lorraine 

Gary Miller 

H Norman & Ladd 


Ronnie Ronalde 
Candy Sis & Eddie 
Jimmy Jeff & June 
Scott Sanders 
Skylons 

Dickie Henderson 
Pharos & Marina 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 2 
Jill Manners 
Gaye & Van 
Meltones 
Danny O’Dare 
Our Girls 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 2 
Benny Lee 
Robin Richmond 
Harriett & Evans 
Graham Bros 
Alec Pleon 
Brazilianos 
Darlys Dogs 
Michels 


YORK 
Empire (i) 2 
Leon Cortez 
Doreen Harris 


Cc & H Duprez 
Nelson Lloyd 





Clayton & Ward 
Frank Preston 


Percivale Dog W 


Saxony Hotel 
Kirby Stone 4 
Tane & Dee 

Nirva 

Mandy Campo Ore 
Johnny Silvers Orc 





Flamingo 
Dick Contino 
The Sportsmen 
Silver Slipper 
Sally Rand 
Hank Henry 
The Appletons 
Eve M 
Sparky Kaye 
Bill Willard 
Jimmie Cavanaugh 
Desert inn 
Palladium Revue 
Sahara 
Mae West 
Last Frontier 
Herb Shriner 
Connie Russell 


D Arden Dancers 
Eddie Fitzpatrick 
ore 
New Golden 
Four Tunes 
Yonely 
Bud & Cece 
Golden Girls 
Will Osborne orc 


HAV 


Montmartre 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Benny Moore 

|G A Guedes 

| Rita Montaner 
Leopoldo Fernandez 
Mimi Cal 

Chino Wong | 
Matamoros Trio 
Nancy & Renny 


‘Hawaian Rev 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


RENO 
Stateline Riverside 
oon SUM. Pat tan May ‘Family 
i Fy sastg a Bill Clifford Ore. 
Lili St Cyr LAKE TAHOE 


Vagabonds 
“Stars On Ice” 
Mary Jane Lawson 
Johnny Flanagan 


Forrest & Reed 
Two Adams & Eve 
Jimmy Shaw ' 
Bea Lumien 


Calypso Eddie 
Frank Linale Ore 


E) Cortez 
Luxor Gali Gali 
Golden Nugget 
Bonnie Baker 
Sands 
Milton Berle 
Sid Gary 
Leonard Suess 
Mountaineers 
New Yorkers 


El Rancho Vegas 
Joe E Lewis 
Gloria De Haven 

Thunderbird 
Frances Faye 
Phil Foster 
Ralph Cur.is 


Patio 
Dinah Wasnaington 


Cal-Neva 
Harold Stern 
Tara Summers 
Don Arden Dancers 
Matty Maineck Orc 


Cal-Vada 
Nat Cole 
Ike Carpenter Orc 
Stateline 
Ted Lewis 


ANA 


Tropicana 
S de Espana Org 
Celia Cruz 
Rene & C Delaine 
Mano Lopez 
Marta & Alexander 
Paulina Alvarez 
Bertica & Rolando 
Orlande de la Rosa 
Kiko Gonsalves 





Sonia Caleepo 
Alonso Ballet 


A Romeu Org 
Senen Suarez Orq 


asin St Hotel Pk Sheraton 

Louis ‘Armstrong re _ Trio 
oan ishop 

f Bive Angel Hotel Roosevelt 
Mickey Deems Lenny Herman Orc 
Martha Davis Hotel Statler 
Calvin Ponder Ted Weems Orc 
Orsen Bean Hotel Taft 





{Trude Adams 
| Bart Howard 
| Jimmy Lyons Trio 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
tatin Quarter 
Bernard Bros 


Bon Solr Soanye 
| Jimmie Daniele Jane Morgan 
Pts 7 Ashtons 
| Mae Barnes Ralph Young 
| Charlotte Rae Piroska 


| Jimmy Komack 
| Norene Tate 
| Three Flames 


Art Waner Ore 
B Harlowe Ore 


\ Versaliies 
Copscawana ‘Nice To See You’ 
Al Bernie Fay DeWitt 
| Dolores Hawkins Don Liberto 
| Delta Rhythm Boys; Leu Nelson 


Dorothy Keller 
Patti Ross 

| Frank Marti Ore Linda Lombard 
| Margy Duncan 


| No. 1 Fifth Ave . 
|Cedrone & Mitchell | Paula Stewart 


| Bob Downey . “ 
Harold Fonville qeentess Tene Ove 

| Hazel Webster a Opt 

| Villase Barn 

Old Roumantan Vickie Barry 

| Sadie Banks Joel Shaw Ore 

| Joe LaPorte Ore Dale & Mullen 
D’Aaquila Ore Joe Furst 

| Hotel Astor Piute Pete 

|Sammy Kaye Ore | Rachel Ellen 
Mote! New Yorker Waldorf-Astoria 
Ed & Wilma Leary | Perez Prado Ofc 

| Jo Barnum | Miceha Borr Ore 

| Steve Kisley Ore | Village Vanguard 
Dee Drummond | Robert Clary 


|} Ramona Lang 
| M Durso Cre 





| frank Sonell C Williams Trio 
' 
CHICAGO 
Black Orchid , Escorts (5) 
Felicia Sanders |Shecky Green 
Dr Arthur Ellen | Pryde & Day . 
Mort Sahl |B Farnon Ore 
-R Kerpays Duo | Rodriquez Rhumba 
Blue Angel | Edgewater Beach 
Sam Manning {Pat Henning 
Ww . attT Hightowers 
Whalebone Willie | Romanos 
Lady Jamaica | 
D Hild Ders 


| Princess Orelia 


Lord Cariton j Dick LaSalle Ore 


| Lady Trinidad | Paimer House 
| D’Lacy Quartet | Dorothy Shay 
Chez Paree | Darvas & Julia 
|Ann Sothern & Charlie Fisk Ore 
| 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hote! | Dick Stabile Ore 


|Los Chavales de Bobby Ramos Ore 
Espana Chariey Foy’s 

N Brandwynne Ore Dave hm jd 

| Band Box Ann McCormack 

Billy Gray iJ Black Orc 

Leo Diamond | Mocambo 

Dorothy Claire Eartha Kitt 

|Nicco & Barba |Paul Hebert Ore 

Larry Green Trio | Moulin Rouge 


|Chiquita & Johnson 
Rudy Cardenas 

‘ |DeCastro Sis (3) 
|B Minevitch H R 
|Tony Gentry Circus 
| Barbettes (5) 


Bar of Music 
Dwicht Fiske 
| Odette Myrtil 
| Dick Hazard Ore 


Biltmore Hotel 


, Weire Bros (3) Aetna nell 

‘Jack Watson . }Gina Genardi 
Alphonse Berg Co | Alan & Ashton | Fluff Chariton 
Brian Andre Bob Douglas | | Bob Snyder Orc 
Richm2n & Jackson Hal Derwin Ore | Statier Hotel 

MANCHESTE Ciro’s Celeste Holm 
Hippodrome (S) 2 Sophie Tucker {Skinnay Ennis Orc 
Littlewood S 
Morton Fraser Co 
| Billy Russell MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 
Valettos j 
Archie Glen | Bar of Music La Vie En Rose 
M French Co Bill Jordan Pat Morrissey 
Archie Elray | Hal Fisher Tommy Miles Ore 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 2 
Al Martino 


'ris Sadler 

G Grossetto & G 
Clifford Stanton 
Eddie Gordon & 
Lester Sharve & 


New (1) 2 
Sandy Daw 
Marie Joy 
|} Vie Sanderson 
| Margaret Hayes 
Gordon Webster 
Milo Models 
Marda 











iJimmy Stacey 


|Luscious Lovlies 
NORWICH 
rome (1) 


| 
; Jee Poynton 


Dave Winton 
Pest se 2% 


Raynes & Osborne 


N 
I 


NORTHAMPTON 


Z 


Leon & Eddie's 
Lois De Fee 
Lynn Star 


| Harvey Beil 
Beth Challis 
Gina Valenta 


Ethel Davis j Rose Ann 

{Fred Thompson ake Meriow . 

| Beachcomber narietioc W sters 

Martha Raye S Lt Lg - ae 

Novelites (2 ~ perder a 
Martin «znd Miaie 


|George DeWitt 
|Condos & Brandow 
'Len Dawson Orc 


Freddy Calo Orc 
Navtilus Hotel 
Henny Youngman 
EAdie Snyder 
Antone & ina 


Clover Crub 
| Lillian Roth 


| Charlie Carlisle Sid Staniey Ore 
Ted wrie ' Place 
| Rertive Sigtowes Wanani Pigetie 
ony pez Orc 
| Selma Marlowe Line | a © Marte 
| Woody Wootbury (Cuban Sugar Girls 
Five O'Clock Hilda 
| Belle Barth Fansto Curtelie Ore 
| Dick Hall j Sans Seovc: 
Den Ostro Orc Eileen 
os © ; 


Wilson 


i . 30% be 85 HOPE 








s * s 
Times Sq. Weirdies 
== Continued from page 5 


charities still accost pedestrians, 
and other girls accost other -pedes- 
trians for other reasons. 


Wednesday, August 4, 1954 





~~ House Reviews 





Palace, N. Y. 

Mac & Lorraine, Beatrice Dante, 
Maxie & Mitlie, Three Guys & 
Doll, Eddie White, Ross & La 
Pierre, Edwards Bros. (3), Mambo 
Aces, Jo Lombardi House Orch; 
“Francis Joins the Wacs” (U) re- 
viewed in VarRIETY July.7, ’54. 





Palace bill this semester shapes 
up as average entertainment, yet 
biz over the weekend was the best 
in months. While the stage fare 
was a factor in the upped attend- 
ance “Francis Joins the Wacs” on 
the screen and relief inside from 
the record-breaking heat were also 
responsible for swelling the gross. 


With few exceptions, the cus- 
tomary eight-act layout comprises 
familiar turns. Frank Ross and 
Anita La Pierre, who've’ been 
around vaude for probably longer 
than they care to remember, score 
nicely with songs and comedy. 
Ross still sends ’em with his vocal 
imitations a la Clyde McCoy’s 
famed horn, among other things, 
while Miss La Pierre is effective 
in warbling a trio of tunes. 


Sesh opens with Mac & Lorraine, 
youthful boy-and-girl terp team. 
They dish out some conventional 
stepping, softshoe and challenge 
stuff to win a warm reception. 
Beatrice Dante has a sock novelty 
in Charlie, a trained chimpanzee. 
He smartly executes’ a_ baker’s 
dozen of feats from rollerskating to 
stilt walking. 

Maxie & Millie is one of those 
cornball turns that was a must for 
every show in vaude’s heyday. 
Wrapped in bizarre attire, Maxie 
| plays three flutes simultaneously. 
Also toots a trombone and plucks 
a guitar at the same time. His 
femme partner does little except 
bring out the instruments. Off to 
fair returns. 

Eddie White, vet monologist, is 
using the same routines he’s relied 
upon for years. Two songs and an 





The raids, along with Police 
Commissioner Adams’ warning 
thate New York faces a crime-wave 
unless he gets 7,000 more men, 
have alerted New Yorkers to a 
grave problem. However, it’s 
likely that the two are related. It 
may be that Commissioner Adams’ 
plea for a bigger department was 
dramatized by sudden raids in a 
section that has a surplus of char- 
acters at any time. 

The only positive effect seems 
to be the disappearance of the very 
young kids from the area. 
young boys just living it up for 
the whole world to see are prob- 
ably camping elsewhere or are 
just staying home and reading up 
;on Kraft-Ebing. Young hoods just 
}aren’t running roughshod in the 
area, and few are now foolhardy 
enough to molest anyone in the 
Times Square district. 

However, these seem to be only 
surface improvements in a sector 





| questionable citizens. 
;such as the Silver Dollar, Ring- 
| side and others are still doing tre- 
mendous business. Many of the 
hotels in the area still will con- 
done anything as long as they've 
registered, and the local nymphs 
du pave, augmented by 
lemese practitioners, are _ still 
patrolling the beat, but maybe a 
little more subtly than last week. 











: Venice Festival 


\—=m=uas Continued from pase 2 =e 


ducer began to stall on the deal. 


Today, the picture still has no U. S. 


distribution and is being peddled 


for a substantially lower guaran- | 
tee than the one originally offered. | 
Venice fest comes off Aug. 20-| 


Sept. 6. The U. S. industry will, 
as usual be repped, with the pos- 


sibility that Eric Johnston, Motion | 


Picture Export Assn., may he on 
hand. Several of the importers who 
have been to the Venice affairs 
over the past years state flatly that 
the atmosphere is anything but 


cordial to the Americans, and there | 
intellectual | 
enobisam working against the Hol-| 


are of 


complaints 


lywood pix 


ternational Federation 
Producers Assns. at the conclusion 
of its Locarno meet, when the 
Federation came out in favor of a 
single competitive festival each 
year. This, in effect, revives the 
oid plan for skedding the Venice 
and Cannes fests on alternate 
years. Neither affair wants to give 
»Up the year. 

, git 


The | 


that has always attracted a lot of | 
The spots 


Har- | 


j Irish novelty ditty, plus varied 
| patter, get him through his 13 
/minutes onstage. to win a salvo. 
| Mambo Aces, who recently appear- 
|ed at Harlem’s Apollo Theatre with 
| a femme member, are on their own 
| here sans the gal. Lean and lithe, 
the lads excel in’ rubbery move- 
ments and hip-shaking akin to 
mambology. 


Edwards Bros., threesome who 
specialize in acro-balancing, reg- 
ister solidly in the closing niche. 
Working atop a piano, they do 
several hand-to-hand routines. 
Climax has a chair balanced on 
four bottles, on which three other 
chairs are placed. One of the freres 
does a handstand on the tupmost 
chair for hefty applause. 

Three Guys and a Doll, harmony 
quartet, are under New Acts. Jo 


with its customary finesse. 
Gilb. 


Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, July 30. 
| Louis Armstrong Sextet, Velma 
| Middleton, Miller & Lee, Spence 
| Sisters (2), McHarris & Dolores, 
|Archie Stone House Orch; “Cowboy 
|and the Girl” (RKO). 





On jump jive of sextet and solo 
stepouts, Louis Armstrong unit is 
currently jamming the Casino for 
best biz in several weeks. Hepcats 
' shout out requests and interpolate 
their applause throughout for the 
|ensemble and individual stints of 
Satchmo himself, Barney Bigard 
on clarinet, James Young, trom- 
bone; Billy Kyle, piano; Barrett 
Deems, drums, and Arvell Shaw, 
bass viol. From behind-the-drapes 
smash opening of “When It’s 
| Sleepy Time Down South” to rous- 
ing finale of a 60-minute stanza. 
complete with Satchmo’s gravel- 
voiced but articulate enunciation of 
the lyrics, this unit is red-hot on 
delivery and audience reception. 

Armstrong is terrific on trumpet 
and vocals and generous to the 
sextet members for their spot- 
lighted solo stints. Biggest re- 
sponse goes to Satchmo and Velma 
Middleton for their comedy duets 
| of “News for You, Baby” and their 
wham “That’s My Dearie” on bur- 
| lesqued delivery and parody lyrics. 

Interpolated in the swift pro- 
ceedings are McHarris & Dolores 
for brisk taps and stomp styles; 


‘ | Miller & Lee for their standard 

The Americans are very much in| 
favor of a recent move by the In-| 
of Film 


cross-patter on court decisions and 
income tax infractions, rating a 
_begoff when caught; the shapely 
Spence Sisters in their strip satire, 
off to a stunning wardrobe start, 
and all the glides and sinuous peel- 
| ings in unison, with an audience- 
| uproarious finale to torso-tossing, 
| bumps and grinds, all in fun and 
| avoiding the salacious. All acts re- 
/ceive a big reception and whole 


| oy is like vaude’s old times. 


McStay,. 


SOUT BOREL IF 9] Pda ee 


Lombardi’s band backs the show | 


Bee 373 
ago, 30. 
Crew Cuts (4); Diosa é& Stellg 


with Roberto & Alicia, Mario Re. 
gis & Phil Cook, Don Reynolds and 
Edward Abreu; Paul Gray, Louis 
Basil House Orch; “Living It 
Up” (Par), 





Combination of this lush vaude 
package and the Martin & Lewis 
pic bodes well for biz at the Windy 
City Balaban & Katz flagship. 
There’s something for everybody 
in this layout that should get a big 
play from the regulars and tour- 
sts. 

The Crew Cuts, personable 
young male quartet riding on the 
crest of their recent Mercury 
etchings, top off the hour-long bill 
with a showmanly bundle of dit- 
ties that’s a cinch to win them new 
fans. This is their first time around 
the Windy City circuit, but it won't 
be their last. Four lads have wisely 
taken the trouble to learn some 
bits of stage business, which adds 
spice and movement to their sing- 
ing. They unspool a _ smoothly- 
tailored packet of six tunes, rang- 
ing from their Mercury topper 
“Crazy About You Baby” to “Got 
the World On a String,’ that 
rightly garners strong response. 

Sprightly eyeopener is provided 
by Diosa Costello and her Latino 
company that’s a potent vaude unit 
in itself with dancers Roberto & 
Alicia, Mario Regis & Phil Cook 
and singer Don Reynolds. Colorful 
display, albeit a bit overlong on 
opening show, registers solidly. 
Miss Costello’s ‘Peanut Vender” 
roundelay with Regis and Cook 
and the reprise of her “Bali Hai” 
sequence from the “South Pacific” 
legiter with Reynolds, are fine 
fodder. 

Urbane monologist Paul Gray 
contributes the comedy relief with 
a fast-paced string of gags that 
builds into plenty of yocks. His 
| mimicry of the Ink Spots and his 
song-&-dance man _ takeoff: are 
small classics of their’ kind. 
Polished gent makes his work look 
easy and has no trouble holding 
attention. Dave. 





Olympia. Miami 
Miami, July 30. 
Kirby Stone Four, Judy John- 
son, Roy Benson, Bob Karl, Gar- 
cias, Les Rhode House Orch; “Re- 





turn to Treasure Island” (UA). 
Lineup this week merits the 
“variety” appellation, the blend 


marking up strong stubholder re- 
action throughout. — 

In topliner spot the Kirby Stone 
Four, cafe regulars hereabouts, 
prove a potent vauder unit, con- 
taining a solid mixture of xisual 
and ear appeal. On the _ instru- 
mental side (bass, piano-accordion, 
drums and trumpet) they’re expert 
musicians. Vocally they handle 
straight harmonics in artful man- 
ner; comedywise they hit high on 
the laughmeter with some incisive 
lampoons. Special material is 
fresh-sounding and, well-timed, 
with the foursome taking turns at 
the horseplay ito sustain hearty 
howls throughout. 

Judy Johnson is another scorer. 
Attractive young thrush knows her 
, Way around a pop or*specially-ar- 
ranged tune with results on the 
;plus side, be it a slow or fast- 
|tempoed song. Her stuff is pro- 
| jected with verve and warmth to 
| bring out the personality side. 
/Gowning and stage deportment 
add to values. 

Roy Benson purveys tongue-in- 

| cheek magico routines to con- 
sistent mitting. Sleight-of-hand- 
ler’s spoofing while working out 
his bag of tricks keeps them in- 
trigued and giggling throughout 
his stint. 
_ Bob Karl takes tn the difficult 
job of handling four dummies at 
once, a tough chore which he does 
adeptly, all singing, talking and 
mugging for a novel twist to a 
i'ventro act. The Garcias set up 
some zingy hip-weaving and 
stomps with routining imaginative- 
ly designed. They impress as oneé 
of the better Latino turns playing 
the cafe and vaude circuit. Les 
Rhode and house orch back the 
proceedings in top style. Lary. 


Alhambra, Paris 

: Paris, July 28. 
Xavier Cugat Show presented 
by Spettacoli Trinca and Pierre 
Andrieux with Cugat Orch & 
Choir (30); Abbe Lane, The ° 
Facundo Rivero, Raffael Mendez, 
Jose Marrero, Candido Dimanly & 
Diablito; Step Bros. (4), Bar 
rancos (2), Juan Manuel, Tippy & 
Cobina; $3 top. 








Pierre Andrieux has more than 
(Continued on page 63) , 
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Chorusers Sore at 


Equity ‘Brush,’ 


Want Greater Voice on Council 


Equity ng agin 

F again over the un on’s 
bach” status with Actors 
Equity. Newest hotfoot is the al- 
leged brushoff treatment the 
chorus branch got in the recent 
contract negotiations with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. 

Immediate upshot has been the 
formation of a constitutional re- 
view committee to insure proper 
representation” for the affiliate 
group. Speculation that this move 
is a step towards “liberating” the 
chorusers from the parent group 
has been emphatically denied by 
Ted Thurston, spokesman for the 
dissatisfied element? 

Thurston had been a member of 
the Negotiating Committee in the 
working out of a new pact with 
the League and it was he who pro- 
posed, at Chorus Equity’s 35th an- 
nual meet held last month, that a 
constitutional review committee 
be set up. 

According to an Equity repre- 
sentative on the negotiating group, 
Thurston had previously promised, 
during one of the committee ses- 
sions, that he would support the 
new contract provided an addi- 
tional- $5 raise were given chorus 
members on tour. 

Ralph Bellamy, Equity president 
and head of the negotiating delega- 
tion, thereupon personally obtain- 
ed the $5 boost from the League 
negotiators. So there was consider- 
able resentment by the Equity 
members of the committee when 
Thurston subsequently criticized 
the contract. 

Counsel Barred 

A principal factor prompting 
the Chorus move was the exclu- 
sion of the organization’s attorney, 
Rebecca Brownstein, from the Ne- 
gotiating Committee. Scratching of 
Miss Brownstein from the group 
had first brought a petition from 
164 chorusers' expressing their 
confidence in her and her restora- 
tion as a negotiator. 

Equity Council, when presented 
with the petition, declined to re- 
consider Miss Brownstein’s re- 
moval from the committee and 
stymied further action on the mat- 
ter until last month’s meet, which 
was held after a new agreement 
had been reached with the League. 

The Equity Council, incidentally, 
comprises 50 actor reps and nine 
chorus members. The entire body 
sits as councellors for Chorus, but 
the nine chorus members do not 
participate in actor matters. 

In line with Miss Brownstein’s 
elimination as a bargainer, Bellamy 
declared that the union “would. 
never have gotten anywhere, even 
with a strike” if the League felt 
it was dealing with two organiza- 
tions, two committees and two 
counsel. Herman Cooper, counsel 
for the parent body, was active in 
the negotiations. 

Miss Brownstein was formerly 
attorney for both Equity and 
Chorus Equity, but exited the 
former spot in a dispute over the 
legal department budget. Move in- 
volved a prolonged controversy in 
the union, 


TIGHTS’ LOST $286,691 
ON 3006 INVESTMENT 


“Girl in Pink Tights,” the Renec 
Jeanmaire-starrer which closed 
sane 12 at the Mark Hellinger 
heatre, N.Y., lost $286,691 on a 
$300,000 investment. Total cost to 
open the musical on Broadway was 
$339,699, of which $53,008 was re- 
Couped on the 115-performance 


Chorus 





ru : 
: n. Show grossed $49,031 in its; also put on grand opera in San! Bucks 


ast two weeks representing a lo 
‘ ss 
for that period of $11,288. . 
meost of shuttering the Shepard 
Taube production was $13,270. 


_ assets at closing totalled $13,. | 
+ means that the summer operas will 








Yiddish Musical to Bow 


3 Actors Union’s Season 
PP hen They Remember?,” Harry 
ody gow itta’s new Yiddish com- 
Hepeo™ with music, will be the 
Pete Actors Union’s first pro- 
the ‘bene that group opens 
‘ n { « . , 
heatre Oct 4 N. Y.) Parkway 

The play, which is to feature a 


Steer ative troupe of Yiddish 

nightly ot will be presented 
- q er = 

nite run, eafter for an indefi- 








are + 


Prep Broadway Runs For 
Sahara-Packaged Shows 


Las Vegas, Aug. 3. 

Bill Miller, Sahara _ producer, 
and Wallace Garland, president of 
Broadway Angels Inc. and the 
newly-formed Hollywood Angels 
Inc., signed a unique pact here last 
Friday (30). 

Garland, through Broadway An- 
gels Inc., a financing organization 
which has invested in such Broad- 
way hits as “Pajama Game,” “Tea 
And Sympathy,’ and “Ondine,” 
has made arrangements to use the 
Sahara’s Congo Room to try out 
Broadway-bound = _ stage __—s produc- 
tions. In addition, Garland and 
Miller announced that Broadway 
Angels Inc will present certain Sa- 
hara-packaged shows in Gotham 
following their Las Vegas engage- 
ments. Miller’s spotting the Mae 
West show here proved the 6linch- 
er for the deal, according to Gar- 
land. Paula Stone and Michael 


nancing outfit, are due at the Sa- 
hara soon to discuss future pro- 
duction plans with Miller. 


Wooing Saint Of 
‘Waterfront’ Pic 


Eva Marie Saint, 
‘film, “On the Waterfront,” was re- 
|leased in New York last week, is 
| already being sought for two plays 
being readied for Broadway this 








‘fall, besides various starring bids | 


‘for television. She’ll probably de- 


‘cide on the legit show in a week! 


or so. 


| Actress, whose initial Broadway 


|appearance last fall in “Trip to 
|Bountiful” won the citation in 
| VARIETY’S poll of the N. Y. drama 
|critics as the most promising of 
| the season by a young femme play- 
jer, is being paged by Sidney 
|Kingsley for his untitled new 
comedy and by Leslie Stevens for 
the title role in “Hilda,” a new 
adaptation of Ibsen’s “Master 
Buifder.” Miss Saint turned down 
a part in the forthcoming Theatre 


Guild production of Walter Mack- ' 


en’s “Home Is the Hero.” 

| Among the definite tv offers for 

|Miss Saint are starring appear- 

|ances on the Chrysler and General 

|Electric shows. There has also 

_ been intensified Hollywood inter- 
“Waterfront” re- 





est since the 


| views, but nothing specific and. in | 


|}any case, the actress has indicated 
she doesn’t want a term picture 
contract. 


Wymetal’s 3-Year Pact 
Cues Pitt CLO Future 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 
William Wymetal, managing di- 
rector of the summer opera com- 
pany here for the last eight years, 
has been signed to a new three- 
year contract by the Civie Light 
Opera Assn. and will make_ his 

permanent home in Pittsburgh. 
Deal calls for the director to 
devote year-around time to the un- 
der-the-stars project with the ex- 
| ception of seven weeks in the fall, 
| when he'll stage the productions 
| of the newly-organized Chicago 
;Opera. Wymetal had _ previously 





| 





Francisco and New Orleans in the 
winter months. 


Wymetal has been with the 
|CLO since 1947, a vear after it was 
first organized. His new contract 


continue despite the b.o. licking 
they’ve consistently taken. How- 
ever, the sponsors feel they want 
to keep going. even at the incon- 
venient Pitt Stadium, rather than 
break the continuity until! warm- 
weather operettas get their pros- 
pective permanent home, with a 
removable roof, in downtown 
Pittsburgh within the next few 
years, 





Alan Manson touring the silo 
circuit, playing opposite Constance 
Bennett in “Sabrina Fair.’ This 
week, show is at Clinton, Conn. 





whose first | 


On the Level 


Film actor Frank McHugh 
and his 19-year-old son, 
Michael, are retaining their 
offstage relationship in the re- 
vival of Eugene O’Neill’s “Ah, 
Wilderness’ this week at the 
Great Lakes Drama Festival, 
Saginaw, Mich. They are re- 
peating the father and son 
roles created on Broadway in 
1933 by George M. Cohan and 
William Post Jr. 

Production marks ~ the 
ht ea McHugh’s legit de- 

ut. 





Lycett Jobless in Tiff 
Of ATPAM Vs. Westport 











Ralph Lycett, who was given the 
| “protection” of union membership 
|last summer by being admitted to 
;the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
| Agents & Managers, i still out of 
a job as a result. 
| pendable of the group’s current tiff 


|with the management of the West- | 


port (Conn.) Country Playhouse. 
After working as p.a. and sub- 
iscription manager of the strawhat 


‘for 10 years, Lycett was finally ad- | 
{mitted into the ATPAM last sum- | 


2 t of a deal with the) 
Sloane, board members of the Sl hee ge Ee a: bali pti nin e 


spot’s producers, Lawrence Lang- 
|ner, Armina Marshall (Mrs. Lang- 
‘ner) and John C. Wilson. The 


'union had previously turned down | 


the flack’s applications, but finally 
gave him a .qualified card, limiting 
him solely to the southern-Con- 
necticut area. 

ATPAM had been trying for sev- 
eral years to pressure the Westport 
barn to hire a union manager and 
flack, as part of its general effort 
ito organize the strawhat field. It 
had not succeeded, however, until 
when the Langers 
‘and Wilson employed’ Richard 
Skinner as manager. The _ pro- 
ducers explain that they engaged 
Skinner because he was the best 
qualified man available. They say 
‘the fact that he was an ATPAM 


‘last summer, 


,/member was entirely incidental. 
Taking the employment of Skin- 

ner as an opening wedge for 

ATPAM in the whole silo circuit, 


of which Westport is a key spot, | 


the union okayed Lycett as a mem- 
ber for the southern Connecticut 
|territory. But although he had 
'done publicity work in various 
| non-theatrical categories in New 
| York for some years, ATPAM re- 
;fused to give Lycett full union 
istatus with the right to take 
| Broadway assignments. 
This summer, with Skinner 
working as general manager for 
(Continued on page 59) 


BALLETS ESPAGNOL SETS 
U.S. DEBUT FOR OCTOBER 


Ballets Espagnol, Spanish dance 
| troupe due to make its U. S. debut 








this fall under Michaux Moody's | 


direction, with David  Libidins 
booking, has been a hot ticket in 
its South America bow this sum- 
mer, so that an original one-month 


Buenos Aires engagement has had 
| 


‘to be extended to three. 

Troupe, headed by Teresa and 
| Luisillo, wound its B. A. date Sun- 
|day (1). It opens in Santiago to- 
|day (Wed.), and in Lima Aug. 26. 
|Dates in Bogota and Caracas fol- 
'low. Pre-Broadway tour opens early 
‘in October, with the N. Y. run 
| planned for mid-October. The U. S. 
|visit will extend to next March. 





a 
‘Moppet Matinee Wows 
New Hope Strawhatter 


| New Hope, Pa., Aug. 3. 
| Special matinee offering for 
| kiddies was 
County Playhouse here 
|recently. . Show was the 92nd 
| Street, N. Y¥., YMHA Playhouse 
| production of the juve fairy tale, 
|“Freddie and His Fiddle.” 
Tickets were 50c, with adults 
‘only admitted when accompanied 
|by children. House was sold out 
\three days in advance of the per- 
‘formance, “with proceeds, which 
‘went to the local Little League, 
hitting around $100. Local res- 
taurant, the Tow Path, donated ice 
cream for each kid at intermission. 
Smallfry project will be repeat- 
ed Aug. 20 with two performances 
'of “Rumplestiltskin.” The kiddie 
shows come intact, necessitading a 
minimum of technical aid on 
‘the part of the Playhouse. Only 
‘two technicians were used on 
“Freddie,” one on lights and the 
other on curtain. 





Over Union Coverage 


He’s the .ex- | 


introduced at the)! 





Stratford (Ont.) Fest 
SRO,.Extends 2 Weeks 


Stratford, Ont., Aug. 3. 

Shakespeare Festival, after hit- 
ting 99% capacity in its third 
week, went clean in the fourth 
with 13,916 payees at $1 to $6 
scale. Ninth week has been an- 
| nounced (first festival, last sum- 
| mer, was extended from four to 
six). 

James Mason must exit because 
of film commitments, but his un- 
derstudy, British-experienced Don- 





ald Davis of Toronto’s Crest The- | 


atre, is taking over his “Measure 
for Measure”’ lead. “Oedipus Rex” 
will be dropped, but “Taming of 
the Shrew,” with .Canadian leads 
as before, will alternate on Tues- 


and Sat. mat. New closing date is 
Aug. 28. 

Tyrone Guthrie Award, to send 
promising Canadian actors to U.S. 
or Europe (they can choose their 
spot) for a year’s study, will re- 
ceive all proceeds from an extra 
matinee Aug. 17 of “Oedipus.” As 
none was chosen last year, two will 
probably be selected this year. 


| 
i 


Philly Sees Big 
Season in 54-99 


Philadelphia. Aug. 3. 
Advance interest in the forth- 
coming local legit season can be 
gauged both by production an- 
nouncements and the upsurge in 








| American Theatre Society. Lewis 
| D. Cook, local Guild-ATS manager. 
| reports 8,000 subscriptions so far, 
without advertisements and little 
| more than a prospectus mailing. 

|  Guild-ATS should have no diffi- 
| culty, as last year, in filling a nine- 
| production season. Subscriptions 
| aJready in the till guarantee a pro- 
| ducer $10,000-a-week for a fort- 
| night stand before the mail order 
| opens, so the final tally should run 
| higher. 

Opening item of the new season 
will be the new Marcel 
musical, “Fanny,” 
|S. N. Behrman and Harold Rome. 
| It’s skedded for Shubert, Oct. 12. 
| with Ezio Pinza and Walter Slezak 
; as stars. 
| 


ever, forced the withdrawal of the 
| previously announced Noel Coward 
| “Quadrille,” starring Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne. ; 

Other subscription definites for 
the season are “Tea and Sympa- 
thy,” starring Deborah Kerr; 
“Saint Joan,” starring Jean Arthur; 
| “Fragile Fox,’ with John Ireland 
}and Dane Clark; and Menasha 
Skulnik. in Clifford Odets’ “Flow- 
ering Peach.’ 

Also listed are “Silk Stockings,” 
; musical based on the _ picture, 
| “‘Ninotchka,” starring Hildegarde 
| Neff and Don Ameche; “The 
House of Flowers,” the Truman 
Capote-Harold Arien musical with 
| Pearl Bailey and Josephine Prem- 





Nash’s “The Rainmaker,” 
Geraldine Page and Darren Mc- 
Gavin, and ‘Faster Faster,” Wil- 
liam Marchant comedy 
from the comic strip “Lil Abner,” 
with Shelley Winters and Ben 
Gazzara. 

Also, Jay Presson’s “Stars in a 
Person’s Backyard,” “World of 
Sholom Aleichim,” three plays of 
Jewish lore translated by Arnold 
Perl and starring Jacob Ben-Ami, 
“Desperate Hours,” the Joseph 
Hayes thriller, and “The Hot 
Rock,” new musical with Hal 
LeRoy in the leading role. 

Finally, too, Philly is promised 
a look at “South Pacific’ and 
“Seven Year Itch.” 


Test ‘Pride and Joy’ 


Hyde Park, N. Y., Aug. 3: 
Hyde Park Playhouse will wind 
up its initial season with an Aug. 
31-Sept. 5 tryout of John O’Hare’s 








day, Wednesday, Friday evenings | 


subscriptions to the Theatre Guild- | 


Pagnol , 
adapted by. 


“Fanny” booking. how-)} 


ice starred; Harry Kurnitz’s com- | 
| edy, “Reclining Nude;” N. Richard 
with | 


adapted | 


Press, Hotels Join Move to Hypo 
Philly Legit; Fall Prospects OK. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 


Combined effort to bring back 
Philly’s fading legit setup is being 
made by local theatre management, 
hotel operators and newspaper 
publishers. On the basis of prelim- 
inary prospects, the move may pay 
off, at least for the immediate 
future. : 


Promise of more tryouts and 
touring Broadway hits for next 
fall was held out recently by 
Lawrence Shubert Lawrence, iocal 
general manager of the Shubert 
interests, at a meeting of hotel 
managers. Latter group included 
William Harned, of the John Bar- 
tram; Paul McNamara, of the 
Warwick; Bennett Towsley, of the 
Bellevue Stratford, and Jack 
Hardy, of the recently-closed Ritz 
| Carlton. 
| Session was a sequel to a request 
made by the hotel managers to 
Lawrence to spur the booking of 
| shows, particularly musicals, as an 





important stimulating force for 
/hotel room, restaurant and bar 
business. That would cover the 


trade of show people and a!so 
surburbanites and _ out-of-towners 
coming into the mid-city theatre 
district. 

Lawrence's first reply had been 
that his efforts to increase the 
number of Philly bookings, which 
in the past three years have 
dropped off sharply, were ham- 
'pered by lack of co-operation and 
support from the local papers, 
Shubert rep claimed thst the eor- 
erage of theatre items by the city’s 
three news sheets had been cur io 
/a minimum. 


| The hotel men, thereupon, went 
/to see Walter Annenberg. owner of 
| the Inquirer, and Richard Slocum, 
general manager of the Bulletin, 
the two biggest local dailies. 
, Lawrence told the hotel men that 
the newspaper heads had promised 
full suppert and increased space. 


Lawrence, in turn, announced a 
fall booking lineup including the 
Joshua Logan-S. N. Behrman- 
Harold Rome “Fanny,” the Cole 
Porter-George S. Kaufman “Silk 
Stockings,” as well as “South 
Pacific,’ “King and I,” “Tea and 
Sympathy,” Lunt and Fontanne in 
|Noeil Coward's “Quadrille” and 
{probably the Truman Capote- 
Harold Arlen musical, “House of 
| Flowers.” 





‘YANK ‘DISH’ WELCOMED 
IN LONDON AS WINNER 


London, Aug. 3. 

Major production this week is 
E. P. Cift’s presentation of “The 
Wooden Dish.” an .imcriren n'y 
by Edmund Morris, staged by ar- 
rangement with Aldi‘ch & Myers 
and Julius Fleischman, at the 
Phoenix last Tuesday (27). 

Story of rebellious wife forcing 
her husband io evict als aged 
father under threat of leaving him 
is movingly told and _ superbly 
acted. Wilfred Lawson was ac- 
|! claimed on his return to the stage 
and Joan Miller warmly praised in 
the femme lead. Joseph Losey di- 
rected the play, whose enthusiastic 
{reception augurs a b.o. winner. 

Ralph Birch presented “The 
Duenna,” a comic operetta by Rich- 
ard Brinsley Sheridan,” at the 
Westminster Theatre last Wednes- 
day (28), with new music by Julian 
Slade. Play is artistically mounted 
and was enthusiastically received 
‘for its charm and commendable 
production. 
| Singing roles are capably han- 
‘dled by Jane Wenham, Denis Mar- 
|tin, Desmond Ainsworth and Joan 
| Plowright. It. is splendidly di- 
rected by Lionel Harris. Show 
looks winner, and new composer 
|regarded as budding topliner. 


| 
| 
| 


Gala Set a Year Ahead For 
_ Vienna Opera Reopening 
| 


{ 





Vienna, July 27. 
“Austrian ‘Musical Coronation,” 
|opening of the rebuilt Vienna 
| State Opera, will take place Nov. 
| 5-30, 1955, with ““idelio” as cur- 
|tainraiser. “Don Giovanni,” 





“Pride and Joy.” O’Hare’s an actor | “Rosenkavalier,” “Aida,” “Meister- 
who'll be making his pro debut as| singer,’ Alban Berg’s “Wozzeck” 
a playwright with the production. | and a ballet preem (title not yet 
It'll be the second preem at the} set), will follow. 

Playhouse, the first being Laslo Reservations for tickets are being 
Vadny’s “The Stronger Sex,” with| accepted already, and are reported 
Buddy Rogers as star, Aug. 17-22.| pouring in from abroad. 





b 
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Strawhat 


Pat Them All Together 


Somerset, Mase., July 28. 
Fred and Martha Miller productio 

association with Violla Rubber) of ooeeney 
in three acts, by Theodore Hirsch am 
Jeane:ie Patton. Stars Fay Painter, vil- 
liam Prince; features Janis Carter, Kay 
Medford. Directed by Arthur wireows se : 
ing, Emanuel Gerard. At Somerset (Mass. 
Playhouse, July 26, ’54; $3 top. aa 
Sie SEAR as , Fins oben t 8 Fay Bainter 
Hilda Jo Anne er 
Miss Oliver .....-ee-se0* Kay —— 
Spencer George urner 
Lewis Hall William Prince 
Katherine Horton .«...----+-- Janis aoe 
Carl Horton Fred Mi er 
Jovee Reid ....--seee++: Mariha Miller 
John Bolton Jonathan Edwards 
O’Shaugneéssy ....-++--- Francis Jerkins 


eee reverse ere 





Producer Violla Rubber intends 
to present “Put ' 
gether,” which had its preem at 


Fred and Martha Miller’s Somer-) 
set P!avhouse, on Broadway in the | 


fall. he script has_ possibilities, 
both in its basic situation and iis 
ovevsionally bright dialog, but 
co-authors Theodore Hirsch and 
Jeanette Patton need to work on 
characterization and on a more 
convincing last-act curtain. 

“Put Them All Together” stars 
Fay Bainter as the immensely 
wealthy widow of a cereal tycoon, 


whose guide to the good life is the | 


Social Register and whose only 
horticultural interest is in family 
trees. She dominates her son, 
Lewis. who runs the family’s busi- 
ness enterprises but who is not 
allowed a personal life of his own. 


: | 
When he brings home a girl he! 


wants to marry, his mother, with 
he aid of a 
family friend, convinces the girl 
that she isn’t good enough for him. 

Lewis, though, is a stage worm 
who eventually turns. 
nurse of easy virtue and a generous 
heait takes Lewis on the customary 
route from barroom to _ boudoir, 
convinces him he is a man rather 
than a mouse, and sees to it that 
he gives mama her come-uppance 
in the last act. 

Although Miss Bainter as_ the 
possessive mother and William 
Prince as the long-suffering son 
are supposed to be playing the 
major rotes. the play really belongs 
to Kay Medford as the tough-talk- 
ing but likeable nurse. The play- 
wrights have given Miss Medford 
practically all of the comedy’s best 
lines, and her character is the most 
fully realized one in the script. 
The actress delivers a boffo per- 
pormance, displaying an attractive 
torso, a decided flair for comedy 
and expert timing. 

Miss Bainter plays with charm 
and with spirit, but the playwrights 
have been fuzzy in their conception 
of the role. Her last act reforma- 
tion, for example, seems both out 
of key and out of character. Prince, 


particularly in the scenes where he | 7 
and Miss Medford are pleasantly |! 


inebriated, does an appealing job 
—but, again, the character is rather 
sketchily drawn. 

B'ond and_= statuescue Janis 
Carter is decorative as Mrs. Hall’s 
married daughter, while Fred Mil- 


ler, as the son-in-law, does a good, | 
comic piece as an erring spouse. | 
George Turner makes an elegant, 


snobb‘ch butler, Martha Miller is 
attractively convincing as_ the 
frowned-upon fiancee, and Jona- 
than Edwards does a satisfactory 
job as the waspish. effeminate 
family friend, whose chief passions 
are scandal and Manchurian lace. 

Arthur Sircom has staged the 
comedy. with a deft and sure hand. 
Emanuel Gerard's setting is hand- 
some and ornate. 

“Put Them All Together,” whose 
title is derived from one of the 
more saccharine songs about 
motherhood, is good strawhat fare. 
with an amusing blend of Sex and 
society. But it needs revision. In 
its present state, the plot seems 
too contrived, and some of the 
characters are insufficiently moti- 
vated and developed. In addition. 
the comedy matefial should be 
more shrewdly distributed. Dias. 


Moulin Bouge 
Wilmington. Del., July 27. 


Stace ‘54. in association with George | 


Boroff production of drama in three acis 
(five scenes), by Pierre La Mure, from 
his own novel of same title. Siars Diana 
arrymore. Directed by Day Tuttle: set- 


tings. Bill Duicho; costumes. Glenn; lLight- | 


ing, Stanley Bodan. At Strand, W ilming- 
ton, July 27-Aug. 1, ’54 

Count de Toulouse-Lauigec Gerald Lee 
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec 
Karl Schanzer 
Madame Loubet_....... Justine Johnston 
Vincent Van Gogh........ Donald E!son 


atin Se vole aA ea aa Bill Duicho 
Leontine eer See Joyce Widoff 
Marie Chariet .......,. Diana Barrymore 
TENN do\e'e cs cn ce ees eee Sylvan Burr 
Denise 


pup ebesbadados Joanna Taub 


Rose Charlet ee Norman 


Students, Midinettes. » 2.1L) Glenn Gress, 
Patricia Sherwood, Carlos Gorbea, 


Jeanne Cooper 
CaaCan Dancers Phyllis Dugan, 


Esperanza Guandigue, Carol Snyder, 
Helen Slayton, Rita Petrucci, 
Valerie Vaughn 


Pierre La Mure has retained 
plenty of strong meat in dramatiz- 
ing his best-seller, which also was 
the basis for the hit film starring 
Jose Ferrer. “Moulin Rouge” in 


Them All To-! 


venomous-tongued | 


A shapely | 


Reviews 


to warrant further work, looking 
to’ a Broadway debut. 

At present there are glaring de- 
fects and weak spots throughout, 
but the tragic story of Toulouse- 
| Lautrec, the crippled artist, tugs 
‘at the heart strings. It’s a periodic 
piece,. set in the colorful _Mont- 
martre district of Paris in the 
1880's. ; 
| Diana Barrymore is starred and 
‘turns in an excellent job as Marie 
Charlet, the spitfire prostitute who 
snares Lautrec. The actress over- 
shadows the other members of the 
well-balanced cast. Karl Schanzer, 
as Lautrec, recalls Ferrer in his 
artist makeup. He commands audi- 
‘ence sympathy from the opening 
‘scene, as it becomes apparent that 
his seurech for happiness is headed 
for failure. 

Donald Elson, a resident member 
of the Stage ’54 stock company, 1s 
especially effective as Vincent Van 
Gogh, the doomed Dutch artist. 
Sylvan Burr contributes comedy 
moments as Sgt. Patou, the police 
‘nemesis of prostitutes who forget 

their registration cards. : 

Geraid Lee makes two krief ap- 
'pearances at Lautrec’s aristocratic 
father. Joyce Widoff, as a disillu- 
| sioned street harlot, provides wel- 
come laughs with her comments on 
the passing scene and Lee Norman 
| scores as Marie’s sarcastic sister in 
| crime. 
| Joanna Taub is a breath of fresh 
air as Denise. a girl from the coun- 
‘try who spurns Lautrec’s love, the 
only non-trollop femme in the 
| play. Justine Johnston stands out 
| in the juicy role of the caustic 

landlady with a heart of gold. 

| The show’s title is accented by a 
|Can-Can number at the first scene 
| finale. 

| Day Tuttle, of the '54 Stage 
| company, has directed with a sure 
| touch, following a draggy first act. 





| Bill Duicho’s setting of a Mont-| 


|martre studio rates applause as 
|does Stanley Bodan’s imaginative 
| lighting. “Moulin Rouge” de- 
serve a chance in the big town, pro- 
vided its evdent flaws are cor- 
rected. Klep. 


The Snow Was Black 
Westport, Corin., July 24. 


Barn Theatre production of 


White 
American adaptation by Frances Frankel, 
based on the Kitty Black adaptation for 
the London stage. Directed by Gene 
Frankel; setting, Richard Merrell; light- 


| Farrell. At White Barn Theatre, West- 
| port, Conn., July 24, °54. 
; Frank Friedmaier .... 

; Commandant .... 


..... John Reese 
Peter Von Zerneck 


oe eee re Tom Grant, Gil Strunk | 


| 
PR d's wleaiciniw ces oe os Carol Hebald 


NE SS i cw ieduclcen asus Margaret Draper | 
| Minna ......cecesecccees -.-- Pat Sales 
| Cissy ee en re Marjorie Barrett 


WEAME| 22.06 cc cccceces Robert Gibbons 


DT dss 23) Oenwhdenceneadn ee Michael Vale 
| RSET es ae ae Jack Banning 
ON SR ae ae ee John Elgin 
lL AR es Rosemary Kinz 
EES eee ta OE NENA Steve Gravers 
oO DRAINS Sa Fis. Carl Harms 
Wee © 0.55 dan kaetho wan etic Alex Keminy | 
EERE RP Minerva Farrell 
Inspector Kermit Echols 


Detectives .. Ted icine aeurd Einhorn 
In its U.S. preem at the White 
Barn Theatre, Georges Simenon’s 
“The Snow Was Black” shapes up 
as good off-beat theatre fare, but 
seems a questionable prospect for 
Broadway’s hit requirements. 
Simenon’s hero Frank is another 
of those embittered young citizens 
of an occupied country during the 
past war, and like the heroine of 
“The Girl on the Via Flaminia,” he 
is portrayed so realistically as to 
sacrifice the audience’s sympathy. 
| The son of a prostitute, he is at 
the age of 20 a thief and murderer 


who seeks to destroy not only him- | 


self but also his love for a pure 
young girl. 

Taut and well-written, the play 
| has a sock climax in which the tor- 
tured young man, while seducing 
the girl he loves, allows another 
man to take his place under cover 
of darkness. When this man _ be- 
trays him to the Nazis, he goes 
gladly to his death. 

The White Barn has given the 
, work an outstanding production. 
Gene Frankel does a fine job of 
directing, imaginatively using the 
auditorium for some of his en- 
trances, and keeping the scenes 
| flowing smoothly into each other 
on Richard Merrell’s atmospheric 
unit set, combining four locations. 

John Reese is an able performer 
| as Frank, but he is not quite up to 
the demands of this star part. Mar- 


who shows definite promise, is im- 
pressive as the youth’s awkward 
sweetheart. Under Frankel’s direc- 
tion, all of the supporting parts 
are well played, especially those by 
Peter von Zerneck as a cold-- 
blooded but cordial Nazi com- 
| mandant: 
| flashy, big-time operator; Margaret 
|Draper as Frank’s well-meaning 
| mother, the madam whose relation- 





ship to her son is at the root of ' 


'his disturbance; Patricia Sales as 


|}one of the prostitutes; Michael , 


drama in two acts, by Georges Simenon; | 


ing, Doris S. Einstein; costumes, Minerva | 


jorie Barrett, a winsome ingenue | 


Steve Gravers, as a 


fence, and Carl Harms as the hero- 
ine’s patient father. 

Costumes by Minerva Farrell and 
lighting by Doris S. Einstein are 
assets. Grif. 





Carmen 
(IN ENGLISH), 
Kansas City, July 20. 
Starlight Theatre Assn. production of 
Georges Bizet opera in three acts and four 
scenes; new English adaptation by Vir- 
| ginia Card and George Houston. Staged 
by Glenn Jordan; musical direction, 
Roland Fiore; choreography, Theodor 
Adolphus; settings, G. Phillippe deRosier; 
lighting, Al Burns; associate musical di- 
rector, Sherman bE ensembles staged 
by William Holbrodk; produced and 
staged under personal direction of Rich- 
ard H. Berger. At_ Starlight. Theatre, 
Swope Park, Karsas City, Mo., July 19°25, 








54; $3.50 top. 

Don "Som ms cee eeeeeeeee Donald Clarke 
Escamillo «..ccccceceecs William Shriner 
ZUNIZA .sceceeeeecorere Morley Meredith | 
Morales. .cnccccscvecssccceness Ben Raisen 
Carmen Jean Madeira 
Micaela . Ann Bollinger 
Prasquita ..cccseceues Martha Rosenquist 
Mercedes ...ccsscccesees Shirley Winston 
El Dancaire ..ccccccests Emile Renan 
Fl Remendado .......-.-.. Michael Pollock 
| Lillas Pastia .......200- Norman Wigutow 
1 GOGE Vv ickhvseewceetceys Jordan Poropat 
| DROOL 659s Goede raen dgess 2.050 teRe Inesita 





Something new in outdoor mu- 
isicals in K. C. is the presentation 
|by the Starlight Theatre of the 
opera “Carmen” in a new English 
‘version and with other adaptations 
| suitable to the huge al fresco stage. 
|Opening night the opera drew 
'nearly capacity in the 7,600-seat 
| theatre and wes enthusiastically 
'received, indicating among other 
ithings that nothing goes so well 
|in a musical theatre as good mu- 
| sic. 

| The Starlight management was 
|alert to the possibilities here by 
|beginning with a strong cast, 
| bringing in Jean Madeira from the 
Met for the title role, Ann Boll- 
'inger also from the Met as the 
‘village girl, Micaela, and Donald 
|Clarke as Don Jose and William 
|Shriner as Escamillo. 

Miss Madeira was a fortunate 
choice for the capricious gypsy, a 
brunette who looks and acts the 
part, and has a rich and pliable 
contralto. With most of the arias 
in these four voices the famous 
Bizet musie was aptly presented 
throughout, both Clarke and Shrin- 
er being in good voice, and Miss 
Bollinger making of the usually 
cowed Micaella a girl with spirit 
and human quatities. 

The satiated opera lover may not 
find the English lyrics just to his 
| liking, but for the average theatre- 
goer, which is nearly 100% of the 
| Starlight patronage, the lyrics in 
‘the language he understands 
‘readily is an obvious boon. “Car- 
jmen” in this version is a first- 
rate attraction for outdoor thea- 
tres, and should do as well indoors 
|where anything but traditional 
opera is demanded. 

Production director Richard 
Berger and his staff have clicked 
with the settings, costumes and 
\Staging. The deRosier scenery 
makes excellent use of the huge 
|Sweep of the outdoor stage. Musi- 
Cal quality of the big pit orchestra 
and the large singing ensemble 
Is in keeping with the abilities 
of the leads. A colorful cape dance 
is inserted by the terp ensemble 
near closing, and the Spanish 
dancer, Inesita, does her fancy 
castanet clacking and Iberian step- 
ping as a pleasant interlude also 
near closing. This is inline with 
the usual Starlight policy of adding 
special attractions to each show. 

Aside from one or two of the 
traditional values, “Carmen” loses 
little in this presentation. It could 
even be said that it somewhat re- 
verts to the original, for in its 
original presentation the opera had 
spoken dialogue and did not have 
the recitatives, The quality of 
, Singing by the principals on this 
| occasion also puts this a notch 
above usual Starlight musical 
comedy productions. The week’s 
business indicates a gross of about 
$50,000, not big, but satisfactory. 


Quin. 
Blues and Ballads 


Dennis, Mass., July 27. 
Richard Aldrich production of song re- 
cital by Libby Holman. Associate pro- 
ducer, Charles Mooney: accompanist, 
j | pec ‘ ook: setting. Paul Bertelsen. At 
-ape Plovhouse, ennis, Mass. 1 - 
31, ‘54. $3.85 top. oy 











Back in the '30s Libby Holman’s 
lush, throaty voice, warbling the 
'sad tales of deserted damsels and 
|assorted blues, was one of the 
landmarks of show biz. In her one- 
woman songfest, offered at Richard 
Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse, the 
dark-haired singer performs many 
of the songs she made famous. 

Using a chair as her only prop 
and to excellent piano accompani- 
ment by Gerald Cook, Miss Hol- 
,man, gesturing expressively, does 
isuch old stand-bys as “Moanin’ 
Low,” “Body and Soul,” “Some- 
thing to Remember You By,” 
“Love for Sale,” and “Duke Elling- 
ton’s Blues.” In addition, she em- 
ploys her recently-acquired inter- 
est in old American ballads and 
sings such samples of this genre 


stage form shows enough potency| Vale as a caustic bartender and, as “Barbara Allen,” “Roly Tru- 


dum,” “The Four Marys,” and 
“The Loathly Bride.” 

From the technical viewpoint, 
Miss Holman’s voice ean be de- 
scribed as a rich contralto of con- 
siderable range. As a vocal instru- 
ment, it is of velvety and darkly 
resonant quality in both the mid- 
dle and lower registers but in- 
clined to stridency in the upper. 
Miss Holman’s voice also is cap- 
able of considerable tonal coloring 
—dark and tragie for those melan- 
choly tales of unrequited love, 
pert and cheery for comic songs, 
and appropriately light.and wist- 
ful for the ballads. 

Miss Holman isn’t afraid to let 
herself go. More diseuse than con- 
ventional singer, she dramatizes 
each song with considerable use 
of facial expression and bodily 
posturing. In fact, she can drape 
herself around that ever-present 
chair with a lithe grace that would 
do credit to a contortionist. : 

Although Miss Holman is obvi- 
ously sincere and although each 
interpretation is clearly the result 
of careful study of both text and 
melodic line, her program seems 
strangely out of place in the in- 
formal confines of a strawhat 
playhouse. Somehow, her voice and 
personality seem to call for smoke- 
filled nightclubs, the clink of 
glasses and a cover charge. 3 

As a result, she doesn’t quite 
succeed “in igniting the spark in 
this legit audience that makes the 
difference between a routine show 
and a solid hit. Incidentally, the 
singer does not intend to offer 
this one-woman enterprise on 
Broadway ... a wise decision. 

Assisting in the program at 
Dennis is Mary Hunter’s brief 
revue, “Musical Americana,” a so- 
so potpourri of typical American 
songs and dances. The cast in- 
cludes Joan Skinner, Ray Harri- 
son, Mary. Alice Kubes, Elizabeth 
Parrish, William Ross, James Tar- 
button, John Anderson, and Pe- 
nelope Christian, with Baldwin 
Bergersen as musical director, Wil- 
liam Akers pianist, and choreogra- 
phy by Harrison and Jerome Rob- 
bins. Dias. 


Sabrina Fair 
La Jolla, July 28. 


John Swope production of comedy by 
Samuel Taylor in two acts, starring Joseph 
Cotten, Arleen Whelan. Directed by Nor- 
man Lloyd; set, lighting by Robert Cor- 
rigan. At La Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse, July 
27, °54; $4.20 top. 

Cast: Joseph Cotten, Arleen Whalen. 
Robert Warwick, George Chandler, La- 
mont Johnson, Rose Hobart, Louis Lori- 
mer, Margaret Wills. 





For the second time this sum- 
mer, La Jolla Playhouse comes up 
with a current Broadway show, 
“Sabrina Fair,” plus Joseph Cotten 
in his original co-starring role, 
from which he withdrew only a 
month ago. This coup for exec pre- 
ducer John Swope follows his re- 
cent presentation of “Anniversary 





Waltz,” also a current Broadway 
item. 

A comedy in the Philip Barry- 
S. N. Behrman manner ,“Sabrina 
Fair’ demands excellent perform- 
ance to get full value from Samuel 
Taylor’s amusing fable and witty 
lines. A strong cast and skillful 


over here. 


as the self-contained hero, making 
a difficult part appear simple. In 
the demanding title role, Arleen 
Whelan has vivacious, intelligent 
charm and sure discipline. 

There are also notable perform- 
ances by Robert Warwick, as the 
father who makes a career of at- 
tending funerals; George Chandler, 


direction by Norman Lloyd put it} 


As expected, Cotten has a breeze | 





as the chauffeur; Lamont Johnson, 
as the younger brother; and a trio | 
| of fine actresses, Rose Hobart, Lou- | 
_ise Lorimer and Margaret Willsin | 
| principal supporting parts, | 
Robert Corrigan’s Long Island 
| setting estate is handsomely real- | 
istic. Don. 


Wish You Were Here 
Sea Cliff, N.Y., July 29. 
“Wish You Were Here” proved 
a payola for Tom Ratcliffe and 
Louis Macmillan’s Sea Cliff Sum- 
mer Theatre when it rolled up the 
largest opening night gate of the 
current season. The show has the 
definite b.o. appeal of a ‘fresh 
from Broadway” musical and there 
was evidently curiosity as to how 
the strawhat production would han- 
dle the swimming pool scene. 
The scene is done without the 
pool, of course, and while this has 
no effect on the action, it does 
point up the general weakness of 
book and score that critics spotted 
in the Main Stem version and that 
was overlooked in the flood of 
press-agentry over the pool. 
“Wish,” as adapted for the silos, 
suffers chiefly from a hoked-up 
ending that has vacationing heroine 
walk out on her Kamp Karefree 
flame, presumably to marry her 
aging fiamce. The crushed and de- 
spondent swain goes off-stage to 
greet a new group of camp ar- 
rivals, and quickly returns leading 
a girl whose features are concealed 











by a long cloak and a turn-up col- 


lar—who turns out to be Guess 
Who 


Jo Wilder is admirably cast a 
the confused but sincere borscht 
belt Juliet. She has an appealing 
voice and a delightful way of play- 
ing into a song number. Sonny 
Sparks scores as the social direc- 
tor, registering with the required 
zany antics and drawing a heavy 
mitt on the “Don Jose” number. 
Bruce Adams, a member of the 
Sea Cliff resident company, gives a 
nicely balanced performance in the 
small but demanding role of Her- 
man, the old-shoe fiance. 

Faith Dane, as the heroine’s 
wacky friend, overplays the wacky 
angle to the point of losing char- 
acterization, but shows promise if 
she can calm down a bit. Joe Sar- 
gent as the hero and Tony Foster 
as the lecherous camp guest are 
well cast, but both could do with 
a few more decibles vocally. Gor- 
don Hanson is an effective “Mus- 
cles” Green, with a better than 
average voice. « 

Remi Martel plays the camp- 
owner and appears as featured 
dancer in his own choreography. 
Except for the unfortunate be-bop 
reprise of “Where Did the Night 


Go,” the dancing is more than 
passable. 
Mervyn Nelson’s direction on 


opening night seemed more chaotic 
than organized. The wiener-roast 
opening of the second act was a 
particularly bad jumble of poor 
crosses, hanging dialog and unmoti- 
vated musical bits. The stager’s 
nightclub background is evident in 
the way the cast tends to play to 
individual seat-holders rather than 
to the house as a whole. On the 
credit side, however, Nelson makes 
effective use of the theatre aisles 
and side exits to move his cast on 
and offstage. Hank. 


Blaze of Glory 
Laguna, Cal., July 28. 


_ Britton-Paul production of a new play 
in three acts (four scenes) by Leo Leiber- 
man. Stars Alex Nicol, Lynn Bari, Olive 
Blakeney, Phyllis Coates; features Jack 
Hill, Glen Wells, Stephen Coit, Jean 
Nicol. Directed by Demetrios Vilan; set- 
ting, Paul Rodgers. At Laguna Summer 
Theatre, July 27, ’54. $2.40 top. 

Mentiy MaGignn. 2. 0.4 ds<sce<h Alex Nicol 
SOC FEGGIIER: ..6. cei s cet awake Glen Wells 
Mamie Madigan ... .. Olive Blakeney 
Josie Madigan .... . Phyllis Coates 





Phil Donovan .......0..s.0++-: Jack Hill 
VEAP PEREGO... ces tdandaw Stephen Coit 
SSSVEN MEME ones cctecevs Jean Nicol 
NT RSPR ess Fred Nilsson 
Ee DEN So S557 So oaks Lynn Bari 
Detective Lund .......... Donald Gates 


It’s going to take a lot more fuel 
to make this “Blaze of Glory” 
flame for more than a short time 
on Broadway. Leo  Leiberman 
script has been optioned by Rich- 
ard Krakeur, who has been mother- 
henning the silo tryout, but it 
doesn’t stand a chance in its pres- 
ent form. 

Three-acter is a standard and 
frequently turgid melodrama about 
a one-time highschool football hero 
who keeps seeking ways of recap- 
turing his lost glory, if only to 
satisfy his hero-worshiping father. 
He lies, cheats and finally becomes 
involved in the slaying of the wife 
of a union leader, an old family 
friend. Both union detectives and 
the actual assassins are out to get 
him and the latter win, to no one’s 
great dismay. 

Play comes to life momentarily 
in the second scene of the second 
act in which the suggestion of the 
boy’s incestuous feeling for his 
sister becomes more apparent. This 
scene might serve as a first act for 
a play, but it’s about the only thing 
in the script worth keeping. The 
first act is slow and the third tele- 
graphes every line. Leiberman’s 
basic difficulty is that he has at 
least two plot ideas and hasn’t de- 
cided which to develop. 

In performance the Laguna proe 
duction offers little. Alex Nicol is 
miscast as the son and most of the 
other performances are little more 
than competent, although Jean 
Nicol impresses in one short bit as 
the pregnant sister-in-law. Direc- 
tion isn’t up to Demetrios Vilan's 
usual level, and the only unquali- 
fied credit is the single set by Paul 
Rodgers. Kap. 


Our Miss Brooks 
White Plains, N.Y., July 17. 


Westchester Recreation Commission 
roduction of comedy in three acts by 
. J. Mann. Directed by Albert K. Did- 
out; setting, Bette Butterworth, At County 
Playhouse, White Plains, N.Y., July 19, 
"94; $1.50 top. 


Any resemblance between “Our 
Miss Brooks” at the County Play- 
house here and the video show 1s 
not accidental. If author R. J. Mann 
has ideas about mainstemming his 
fable of the harassed highschool 
teacher, he’ll have to start from 
scratch, 

In going strawhat, the Westches- 
ter Recreation Commission shows 
gumption in skedding two tryouts. 
It’s a community project, with at- 
ten@ant hazards. Debit is against 
staging aspects, talent pool not 
being crafty enough to gloss over 
weaknesses of new script. 

Miss Brooks’ misadventures pro- 
ducing. a highschool “Lost Hori- 
' (Continued on page 58)~ 
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‘Bandwagon’ 7G Breaks Bucks Mark: 
‘Hut’ 136, Philly; Other Barn News 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 3. 

Bucks County Playhouse broke 
its gross record again last week 
with a $7,323 take for the holdover 
stanza of the revue, “Aboard the 
Bandwagon.” That bettered the 
previous mark set recently by the 
second week of “The Cocktail 
Party.” Two-week gross for “Band- 
wagon” totalled $14,572. Audience 
reaction for the musical was gen- 
erally enthusiastic. 

Producer Mike Ellis revealed 
that the new house record was 
made possible by the sale of three 
seats at the closing -performance 
Saturday night (31) to Broadway 


actor Murray Matheson and two. 


friends. That was _ particularly 
appropriate, Ellis figures, as 
Matheson played the male lead in 
“Cocktail Party,” the previous 
record-setter. 

“The Automobile Man,” comedy 
by Calder Willingham, is the 
eurrent bill at the Playhouse. 
Elliott Nugent is the star of the 
tryout, but is not slated to continue 
the assignment in the scheduled 
Broadway production of the play 
this fali by Producers Theatre, 
Next week’s Playhouse offering is 
“Stalag 17.” Spot has announced 
an extension of its season through 
Nov. 27, with four undisclosed 
tryouts carded during October. 





‘Hut’ $13,000, Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

“Little Hut,” with Barbara Bel 
Geddes and Hiram Sherman, 
chalked up another big stanza for 
the Playhouse in the Park last 
week, benefitting by a bigger than 
usual opening night and good at- 
tendance at the midweek matinee. 
Scorching weather affected the 
weekend somewhat, but the week’s 

total came to nearly $13,000. 
“Golden Boy” with Jacob Ben 
Ami, Olive Deering, Leo Penn, 
Philip Bournef and David Clarke, 
is current. Martin Ritt staged it. 





‘Madam’ $6,200, Stockbridge 

Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 3. 
William Roerick, Gaye Jordon 
and Sidney Howard made a win- 
ning trio for the Berkshire Play- 
house here last week when the 
late playwright’s “Madam, Will 


You Walk” set a new house record |; 


with a $6,200 gross. That topped 
the 23-year mark set by “My 3 
Angels” two weeks ago and was 
just $300 under the potential $6,- 
500 capacity for this 483-seater at 
$2.75 top. Roerick and Miss Jordon 
are favorites of local audiences and 
Howard was a resident of nearby 
Tyringham. 

This week comedienne Anna 
Russell is making her U. S. legit 
bow in the Arthur Macrae London 
farce, “Traveller’s Joy.” Play was 
done, given a barn tryout by Ger- 
trude Lawrence in 1950. 





Donlevy $4,400, Olney 
Washington,: Aug. 3. 

First stanza of “Country Girl” at 
the Olney Theatre, nearby Mary- 
land strawhatter, drew a nice $4,- 
400 last week. Brian Donlevy plays 
the lead with the regular Players, 
Inc., company supporting. 

Second week, with nights of per- 
formances should be even better. 
Olney operates with a five-day 
first week and six-day second week 
for its fortnight runs. Margaret 
Phillips returns next week in 
Shaw's “Heartbreak House.” 


Maggie 12G, Marblehead 
. Boston, Aug. 3. 
Song of Norway,” featuring 
Lucille Manners, nabbed a nifty 
$9,000 at the Boston Summer The- 
atre last week. “Autumn Crocus,” 
starring Margaret Truman, pulled 
a hefty $12,000 at Marblehead 
Summer Theatre, the largest gross 
at the Lee-Falk operated silo this 
ou Both theatres have a $3 
Current at the BST is Marie Wil- 
son in “Little Hut.” Wally Cox is 
trying out the F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The Vegetable,” at Marblehead. 





Ind’pls Tent Clicks 
Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 
. New Town and Country Summer 
qnestre directed by Alexander 
hite looks to be set for profitable 
Season here after upping its take 
each of first three weeks. 

Spot played to a virtual full 
Ouse all last week for an -esti- 
mated, gross of $8,000, with Kay 
Francis as guest- star in “Theatre,” 
after increasing its seating capac- 
Itvy from 600 to 700. It did about 
$7,000 with Myron McCormick, 


‘| Teeth.” 


Carel Stone and John Da!] in 
“Born Yesterday” the previous 
stanza and $6,000 with Ilona Mas- 
sey in “Tonjght Or Never” the 
opener. Sylvia Sidney. stars this 
week in “Angel Street.” 

Strawhatter plays arena-style in 
tent nicely situated in suburban 
wooded area. It’s the only legit 
available here this summer. Top 
is $2, with 10-week season tickets 
at $16 good anytime. 





Maryland Barn Shutters 
Baltimore, Aug. 3. 

Summer season at the Mountain 
+ Theatre, Braddock Heights, Md., 
is being shortened from 12 to eight 
weeks because of spotty grosses. 
Barn will shutter Aug. 14 after a 
two-week run of “Fourposter.” 

James Decker operation, cur- 
rently in its-16th year, will resume 
next season. 





Rudy 6G, Saratoga 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 3. 

Rudy Vallee pulled a fair $6,000 
last week in Jean Kerr’s “Jenny 
Kissed Me” at the 587-seat Spa 
Summer Theatre here. 

“Wish You Were Here” is cur- 
rént at the John Huntington barn. 





Marie Wilson 12G, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Drury Lane Theatre, with Marie 
Wilson starring in “Little Hut, 
grossed over $20.000 for its two- 
week run ended Sunday (1). 
Current at the suburban straw- 
hatter-operated by Tony Di Santis 
and Phil Tyrrell is ‘““Mid-Summer,” 
with Geraldine Page starred in her 
original Broadway role. 


‘Stalag’ 8G, Matunuck 
Matunuck, R. L, Aug. 3. 
Sock season at the Theatre-by- 

the-Sea here continued last week 
with “Stalag 17” nabbing a nifty 
$8,000. Previous week, “The Little 
Hut” package, with Barbara Bel 
Geddes and Hiram Sherman 
starred, played to excellent biz. 
Margaret Truman in “Autumn 
Crocus,” was also a recent click 
with a $9,500 sellout. 
, Current bill, Tallulah Bankhead 
in “Dear Charles,” was sold out 
prior to last. night’s (Mon.) open- 
ng. 


How Hunt Took Stock 
From Eatery to Stable 


Northport, N.Y., Aug. 3. 

During the last year, stock pro- 
ducer Bill Hunt has progressed 
from bar to barn—or, more ac- 
curately, from ballroom to stall- 
room. 

Hunt’s present Red Barn Thea- 
tre, a converted Northport carriage 
house, is continuing the theatre-in- 
the-round programming he 
launched last year at his Center- 
port Summer Theatre. The latter 
was a unique, if not satisfactory, 
drama-as-you-dine experiment that 
functioned in the midst of the Pen- 
guin Inn, a Centerport feedery. 

Attendance, according to the 
, producer, has doubled at the new 
| Red Barn. location on Route 25A 
| facing Northport Harbor. The 130- 
|year-old carriage house has been 
| dressed up with 150 upholstered 
film theatre seats. Productions run 
| Tuesday-through-Sunday. 

/ Current bill is Thornton Wild- 
er’s Pulitzer-prizer, “Skin of Our 
It will be followed by 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” “My 3 
| Angels,” “Little Hut’ and, as a 
|closer, “Stalag 17.’ The Red Barn 
has a permanent resident company. 


Current Road Shows 


(August. 2-14) 

















Caine Mutiny Court Martial 
(Paul Douglas, Wendell Corey, 
Steve Brodie) — Opera House, 


Central City, Col. (2-14). 

King and I (Yul Brynner, Patri- 
cia Morison)—Opera House, S. F. 
(2-7); Aud., Portland (10-14). 

Peter Pan (Mary Martin) (tryout) 
—Curran, S. F. (2-14) (Reviewed in 
Variety, July 21, '54). 

Picnic (Ralph Meeker) — Aud., 
Portland (3-5); Templé, Tacoma 
(6-7); Metropolitan, Seattle (9-14). 

Porgy & Bess — Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (2-14). 

Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) 
—Geary, S. F. (2-14). 

South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 
Tilton)—National, Wash. (2-14). 

Time Out for Ginger ‘Melvyn 
Douglas)—Harris, Chi (2-14). 

Wonderful Town (Carol Chan- 
ning)—Shubert, Chi (2-14). 








1756 Coin for ‘Toes’ 


George Abbott’s scheduled re- 
vival of “On Your Toes” (in which 
Richard Rodgers will be unbilled 
co-producer) will be capitalized at 
$175,000, with provision for 15% 
overcall. The musical, slated to 
open Oct. 11 at the 46th Street 
Theatre, N.Y., will have new or- 
chestrations _ by Don Walker. 
Rodgers-Hart tuner was produced 
originally by the late Dwight Deere 
Wiman in the spring of 1936, with 
Abbott as stager. 

Abbott, who’ll also direct the 
revival, collaborated on the book 
with Rodgers and Hart. Vera 
Zorina and Bobby Van will costar 
in the revival, which goes into 
rehearsal Aug. 25 and will have a 
one-week tryout at the Shubert 
Theatre, New Haven, beginning 
Sept. 27. 


Hayward Mends 
In Coast Illness 


Leland Hayward, seriously ill of 
undiagnosed cause on the Coast, 
was reported greatly 
esterday (Tues.). His hemorrhag- 
ing had stopped and he was given 
solid food for the first time. Blood 
transfusions were discontinued. 

Legit-film-tv producer, who was 
rushed to the Good Samaritan 
Hospital, Los Angeles, about a 
week ago with a recurrence of an 
old intestinal ailment, is now ten- 
tatively due to be released in about 
a week. He'll then go away for 
about a month’s complete rest, 
after which he'll return to the 
hospital for exhaustive tests to 
determine the nature of the illness. 

Although Hayward will probably 
have to be inactive personally for 
an indefinite period, his various 
current production projects may 
not be seriously curtai'ed. His 
film production of “Mister Roberts” 
for Warner Bros. is going ahead as 
scheduled, and Billy Wilder is said 
to be about ready to start on Hay- 
ward’s production of “The Spirit 
of St. Louis,” the Lindbergh biog. 
also for Warners. “The Old Man 
and the Sea.” the Hemingway 
story in which Spencer Tracy is 
to play the title role, is also under- 
stood to be pretty completely laid 
out. 

With legit actor-director-de- 
signer Richard Whorf in actual 
charge of production, Hayward’s 
scheduled series of video spectac- 
ulars for NBC-TV is aiso proceed- 
ing as scheduled. The tentatively- 
scheduled Broadway presentation 





|of the musisalized “Peter Pan,” 


with Mary Martin in the title part, 
depends on revisions to be in- 
serted for the forthcoming Los 
Angeles engagement. Four new 
songs, including a number for 
Miss Martin, are being added. 
Hayward would be partnered in 
the New York run with Edwin 
Lester, who produced it on the 
Coast. 


Operating Statements 


TEA AND SYMPATHY 
(As of July 3, ’54) 








Gross last five weeks, 
$122,975. 
Profit last five weeks, 
$24.176. 
Total net profit to date, 
$208,046. 


Distributed profit to date, 
$145,000. 





SABRINA FAIR 
(As of July 3, 54% 
Gross last five weeks, $66,142. 
Profit last five weeks, $1.923. 
Total net profit to date $55,073. 
Distributed profit to date, 
$30,000. 





CAN-CAN 
(As of June 26, °54) 
Gross last four weeks, $198,200. 
Profit last four weeks, $36,451. 
Total net profit to date, $378,416. 
Distributed profit to date, 
$282,605. 


OH MEN, OH WOMEN 
(As of July 10, ’54) 
Gross since opening, $574,506. 
Profit since opening, $43,126. 
Gross last two weeks, $23,670. 
Loss Jast two weeks, $1,357. 
Distributed profit to date, $19,- 
000. 





improved | 


Ambulating Strawhat Makes Scene 
Changes; Audience Goes Along 





Dat McGuire as Joan 
In Honegger Opera, S.F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

Dorothy McGuire has . been 
signed to take over the speaking 
title role in the American pre- 
miere Oct. 15 of Arthur Honeg- 
ger’s “Joan of Arc at the Stake” 
at the War Memorial Opera House 
| here, by the San Francisco Opera 
Co. 

Greer Garson was originally an- 
‘nounced for the part, but has with- 
drawn, reportedly because of a 
film assignment that will continue 
later into the year than expected. 

There will be another presenta- 
tion Oct. 21 of “Joan” at the War 
Memorial Opera House. Conduc- 
tor of the San Francisco Opera 
nerfermances will be Pierre Mon- 
treux. Marvin Lee will have a 
male speaking role in the charac- 
iter of Friar Dominic. 
| “Joan” has had various perform- 
|ances abroad, recently with Ingrid 
Bergman as star in a _ version 
| staged by her husband, film direc- 
tor Roberto Rossolini. 


ANTA House As 
Regular Legiter 


ANTA Playhouse, formerly the 
Guild Theatre, is being enlarged 
land redecorated, and will be 
booked as a regular Broadway le- 
| git house starting in late October. 
'Seating is being increased from 
,900-odd to about 1.150. Since the 
‘theatre already has _ unusually 
| good backstage facilities, the upped 
‘capacity is expected to make it a 
desirable spot for commercial pur- 
| poses. 
| American Academy of Dramatic 
| Art, which has the property under 
\lease from ANTA, will officially 
|operate the Playhouse, at least for 
\the immediate future, with ANTA 
| actively interested. Renovations, es- 
|timated costing over $200,000, are 
| being underwritten by City Invest- 


‘ing Co. and ANTA board member- 
| producer Roger L. Stevens, who 
'hold a second mortgage on the 
|property. The Shuberts hold the 


tirst mortgage. 


Barns Echo Off-B’ way; 
”53-’54 Non-Stem Plays 


Getting Silo Bookings 

Smash success of the '53-'54 off- 
Broadway season is having rever- 
berations on the strawhat circuit 
this summer. Plays that were 
among the top off-the-Stem offer- 
ings of last season are cropping up 
this semester on barn slates. 

Two summer theatres last week 
offered plays that were showcased 
off-Broadway last season. These 
were the Norwich (Conn.) Summer 
Theatre and the Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass. Former 
silo presented “Girl on the Via 
Flamina,”’ with Robert Wark head- 
ing the cast, while the latter 
showed “Madam Will You Walk.” 

Although past productions of 
both play have not been confined 
isolely to off-Broadway, it was in 
that locale that they were effec- 
tively brought before the public 
eye and also received the critical 
nod from most of the Gotham 
newspaper and magazine reciewers. 

*‘Madam” had originally been an 
out-of-town flop about 15 years 
| ago. Show was picked up last 
;season by T. Edward Hambleton 
|}and Norris Houghton as the preem 
‘production of the stock season at 
the off-Broadway Phoenix Theatre. 
With Hume Cronyn and his wife 
Jessica Tandy starring, it proved 
a solid opener, making an approx- 
imate $10,000 profit in a limited 
six-week engagement. 

“Girl” was initially produced 
last season at the off-Broadway 
Circle in the Square. Play had a 
strong advance sale at the Circle 
but was forced to exit the house 
early in the run when the theatre 
was shuttered because of alleged 
fire violations. Work was then 
moved to Broadway’s 48th Street 
Theatre, where it ran for nine 
weeks and closed at a loss of about 
$7,000. 























Hartford, Aug. 3. 


Strawhat venture of Outdoor 
Stages on the campus of Avon Old 
Farms, prep school at nearby Avon, 
Conn., is experimenting with a 
new concept in stage presentation. 
Venture is the idea of Hal Wise, 
faculty member and formerly legit 
company and theatre manager. It 
involves the performance of dra- 
matic shows outdoors, with the 
“stage” shifted from place to place 
and the audience following along. 


Shows are presented in a 
marked-off area on the campus. 
Number of locations utilized de- 
pends on needs of the show itself, 
with natural terrain being favored 
over stages, backdrops, etc., when- 
ever possible. First presentation, 
“The Warrior’s Husband,” called 
for the use of three stages on dif- 
ferent locations. Each outdoor spot 
was chosen on the basis of the 
script’s description of the “scene. 
Thus, nature is called on to assist 
in the projection of the action. 


One hitch is that speciators must 
move from location to location 
carrying their hard seated, folding 
chairs with them. However, a poll 
and turnouts indicate that they 
don’t mind the effort. 

On the basis of a poll taken of 
audience, the policy calls for a 
single $2 price, with seats wherever 
space is available and visibility and 
hearing seem best. 

Altheugh productions aren't of 
professional calibre, the shows offer 
several novel appeals to the pa- 
trons. Performances out of doors 
amid the high hills of Avon moun- 
tain make smoking permissible, 
and there is no wall to back bounce 
whisperings. If anyone doesn’t like 
his location or his neighbor, all he 
has to do is pick up his chair and 
move elsewhere. 

Grounds are sprayed daily with 
insecticide, but there’s little like- 
lihood of mosquitoes, as the cool- 
ness discourages such wild life. 
However, weather is a_ distinct 
uncertainty. The spot is perhaps 
the only strawhatter that can have 
a show postponed because of wet 
grounds. 

Through its maximum use of 
natural facilities and minimum use 
of props, etc., the spot is able to 
operate on a nut not possible for 
other strawhats. Effective use of 
blackouts and lighting aids consid- 
erably here. One handicap encoun- 
tered here is stage waits, etc. Be- 
cause there is no compactness as 
on a regular stage, there are apt 


and sometimes between entrances 
made by actors. 

Casts consist of students, plus 
theatrically-minded friends and 
semi-pro localites. 

Robert Bacon, chief of staff of 
the Parsons Theatre, has taken 
lover Similar duties here for the 
;summer. Four shows have been 
| set for the season. Skedded for 
| August are “Liliom” and “A Mid- 
_ Summer Night’s Dream.” 


‘Hassle Looms in Silo 
Tryout of Pre-B’way 
Bel Geddes-‘Lavinia’ 


| Barbara Bel Geddes, who has 
| been announced to star in Gilbert 
| Miller’s Broadway production of 
| Graham Greene's London drama 
| hit, “The Living Room,” is set to 
| Suest the week of Aug. 3@ in a 
| tryout of “Michael and Lavinia,” 
| by John Matthews, at the Theatre- 
by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. It’s 
ot clear whether or not that will 
nvolve a conflict. 

“Michael and Lavinia” is being 
tested by the Matunuck producers, 
Donald Wolin and Harold Schiff, as 
a Broadway prospect this fall. Pair 
is understood anxious to have Miss 
Bell Geddes appear in the play in 
New York as well as at the straw- 
hat, provided it impresses in try- 
out. 

“Living Room” had been slated 
to start rehearsals about Oct. 1 
under Peter Glenville’s direction. 
| However, Glenville has withdrawn 
| from the assignment because of a 
‘film commitment, so the date and 
| perhaps even the production, may 
| now be uncertain. With Miller still 
| in England, the exact status of the 
| project could not be checked 
| yesterday (Tues.). ; 

Miss Bel Geddes, meanwhile, has 
| been costarring with Hiram Sher- 

man in a strawhat edition of “The 
| Little Hut.” 











to be stage waits between scenes- 
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Our Miss Brooks | 


zon” are good for about two yocks 
per act, balance eliciting oniy 
minor titillation. Muriel Sharon 
plays the title role with enouga 
stage savvy to keep vehicle rolling. 
She is anxious about mating with 
the basketball coach, worried about 
losing her job, and an instructor | 
most of the lads would be glad to 
babysit with. 

A. P. Cobb plays a languorous 
coach who has a yen for sailing 
alone, Jill Scully is earnest as a 
bobbysoxer who idolizes the cur- |} 
rent athletic hero, and Donald) 
Neville is hep as the object of her 
regard. As a gumchewing sopho- | 
more, Ann Boyer’ unconsciously 


steals the stage at every oppor- 
tunity, but makes the larceny thor- 
oughiy forgivable. | 


Highschools ard a few stocks 
migh be markets for this “Our 
Miss Brooks,” but that would be 
all. The writing is slender, the 


situash gats few and far between. 
Sales appeal will depend on net- 
| 


work notoriety. Geor. 


Here Ss the News 
Westport, Conn., July 31. | 


White Barn Theatre vroduction of 
drama in two acts. by Normen Hudis. | 
Directed by H>»vzel Vincent Wollace: set- 
tings. Richord Merre'l; lightin’, Doris S. 


Einstein. At White Barn Theatre, July 
ais wee 


Tina eet: FER Ee Jane Du Frayne 
"GPS CR Serr oe te Michael Tolan | 
Jonn Stockman .......-. Arthur Seelen | 
Tim os va owen «4s oon 


Jemes Nolan | 
Charles C2amopbell | 


| 2 & err re 
Robert Ballantyne 
Anna Argon 
Minister 


Hazel Vincent Waliace 
Luis Martinez 





Based on the newspaper La 
Prensa’s struggle against the 
Argentine government, Norman | 
Hudis’ “Were is the News” is an- | 
other of those talky British imports | 
treating a serious subject super- 
ficially. Dull and unimaginative, it | 
is not a Broadway possibility and | 
its chances for stock in the U. S. 
are negligible. 

The play's chief failing seems to | 
be that it does not capture any of 
the cramatic impact of the real-| 
life story, but relies on unexciting | 
characters who prosaically report 
the events but do not convince us| 
that these happenings are real or| 
worth interest or attention. The | 
contrived plot is centered in the| 





office of the editor of The News. | gen 


When the dictator’s forces take} 
over the country, he fights them! 
editorially for three days and on! 
the fourth is arrested. | 

The author, listed as a film | 


writer for J. Arthur Rank, has! 


provided a set of stock newspaper | scissoring and tightening before it | tury, is excellent summer fare, but 


characters familiar to any filmgoer. | 
There is the editor’s pretty and/ 


|“Gulliver’s Travels.” Interesting 
as Swift may have seemed in the 
study, however, he does not com- 
pel as a dramatic personage, his 
company palling well within two 
hours’ stage traffic. | 4 
Ms As a band of players inquire into 
a play of this type to exciting the life of the Dean of St. Pat- 
pa hae dna ice er Pm carte pron bert oho tag hn 
This play by Davi ertz is decide which of the seve 
ee ig RB 
troubles o e centu -\ seven evidently havi in- 
tronomer-musician, ab ny Hier’ | dulged in freely by the testy mis- 
schel, and the hand-in- - - n_ | anthrope. Playing various p rt s 
ance of his sister and the patro | close to the Dean, the actors dra 
age of George III of England. __| matize a baker’s dozen of episodes, 
e Mernepe 00s beige anne ap Er gree poe ver igi phase 
schel biography of his life and character. 
sa tie uninitiated, looking through | Although the play is question- 
a telescope, discovering nebulae | apie as Broadway fodder, the com- 
with the intricate math involved, ! pany here gives it a thoughful pro- 
necessarily seems remote. Never-| quyciion. Emile Autor has the 
theless, more of the exciting sci-| comewhat thankless task of play- 
ence with Herschel and especially | jing Swift, but he faces up man-'| 
his crony, Sniadecki, and_ less of | fully, being best in moments of 


Reviews 








eR tre 





Inside Stuff—Legit — - 


Although Maxwell Anderson has two new scripts, neither is def- 
nitely set for production this season. More likely of the two is a 
dramatization of William March’s novel, “The Bad Seed,” which the 
playwright expects to finish within a few weeks. It’s tentatively 
slated for production by the Playwrights Co., of which Anderson is 
a member. Other script, which the dramatist completed some time 
ago, is an original, “The Masque of Queens,” dealing with the end 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. (Incidentally, Anderson’s “Masque 
of Kings” was a failure of the 1936-37 season). Television director 
Ralph Levy, erroneously reported to be staging “Bad Seed,” is under- 
stood considering a production of “Queens” in partnership with the 
Playwrights Co., presumably with Rosalind Russell as star. Levy 
would direct. % 





Gross for “Lady’s Not for Buming,” starring Uta Hagen and Herbert 
Berghof, at the Boston Summer Theatre for the week ending July 
17, was actually $7,381, rot $6,000 as revorted in a recent issue. 
Touring production of the Christopher Fry comedy is playing the 
strawhat circuit. 


- 





‘spectively, kindle the only electric 


‘act clash. Miss Chamberlin begins 
the play effectively enough, but by 


house. Glouster, Mass., July 26, ’54. _ 

i Charity Martin .......... Helen Henning 
See aoe Norma Leary 
Abby Martin ......+.+---- Valerie Spear 
Tobias  —s. cc ec cccees .. Martin Garry 
Dummy Ross ......-- Harry MacNewman 
wee BOWE cc accctstises Michael Moore 
Core OWS . oc cecccevesvyes Mary Moor 


the palaver of whether Herschel | 
should live with his sister or his | 
wife, might keep audiences more 


| waeful. | 


The plot is slender, the writing 
leisurely and old-fashioned. Too, 
many difficulties present them- | 
selves in producing a play of mood, | 
of historical and biographical mo- | 
ment, to overcome the shortcom- | 
ings of a summer theatre and| 
bring the life and period to an ef- | 
fective aliveness. | 

Charles Korvin, as William Her- | 
schel, remains stoic and expres-| 


| 


| sionless throughout the play, ap-| 


parentiy waiting for something to 
happen. The film actor neither 
looks nor seems to be astronomer 
or musician, or interested in either. 

Sally Chamberlin and Margit 
Forssgren, as wife and sister, re- 


spark of the evening in a second- 





the end is worn down by the in- 
effective lines. Miss Forssgren | 
works and tusssles with the role of | 
Caroline, but it is impossible to} 
overcome the handicaps. “Miles of 
Heaven” just doesn’t spark. | 

Lama.. 


A Sudden Alarm 


Gloucester, Mass., July 28. 
Cape Ann Players production o rama 
in on acts (nine scenes) by Gene O’Don- 
nell. Staged by Howard Adelman; _set- 
tings, David Platt. At Cape Ann Play- 





Gregory Holt .....s.ee--- Raf Michaels 
OS Ee ere Danny Malloy 
MEE Sass « Pvecnandcenees Jerry Block | 





“A Sudden Alarm,” runner-up in 
last season’s scripting contest at 


|in three acts, with music by Johann 


Gustave RE Oi Pr George Smiley 
Franzi Palotka...........- Marthe Errolle 
Laszlo Patrass...........- Larry Douglas 
Commodore Dykinck..... Arthur Newman 
Geraldine Dykinck......... Peggy Bonini 
By eee ee Earl Williams 
|Countess Zedlau.......... Shannon Bolin 


anger and the self-centeredness of | 
age. His tag, “I am that I am,” is | 
the author’s deadliest barb, the de- | 
cision going to pride as Swift's” 
fatal weakness. 

Virginia Thoms and Anne Ger- 
ety play the women between whom 
Swift wes torn and to neither of 
whom he could pledge allegiance. 
Both precede him to the grave, one 
to bless, the other to curse. The 
serene loyalty of Miss Thoms is 
in good contrast to Miss Gerety’s 
virago. As asssorted personalities 
and friends, Catherine Huntington, 
Thomas J. Clancy, Patrick Clancy, 
Robert Beatey and Fred Levy 
move easily from one Swift con- 
temporary to another. : 

Tom Newton’s concentrated di- 
rection has kept the play moving 
smoothly as the actors switch back | 
and forth in time. Arnold Kelley’s | 
lighting gives a needed fluidity, | 
and Patrick Clancy’s set uses sug- | 
gestion to great advantage as he} 
ereates a cathedral on the small 
stage. Geor. 





Waliz Down the Aisle 


St. John Terrell production of operetta 


Strauss; book and lyrics, Edward Eager. 
Staged by Robert C. Jarvis; musical di- 
rector, Oscar Kosarin; choreography, 
Jerry Ross; scenery, James Hamilton; as- 
sistant conductor and choral director, 
Leo Russotto; costumes, Charles Macri. 
At Musie Circus, Lambertville, N. J., 
July 27-Aug. 1, ’54. 


Singers: Peter Binder, Jeanne _ Bruce, 
John Geister, John Gordian, Dorothy 
Manning, Sara Martin, Rene Miville 
Bettyan Papcun, Stanley Phillips, Leesa 
Troy, Joe Wessel, Candida Pilla. 

Dancers: Ana Baldwin, Greta Aldene, 
Rosa Bruton, Michael Falcon, Marilyn 
Greenman, Eric Russell. 








Gloucester, is a verbose, compli- 
cated drama that needs plenty of | 


rates as Broadway fare. 
It’s hindered by its structural 


idealistic secretary in love with a/ setup, nine scenes in three acts, | 
flashy columnist, an aspiring mes-| some of which could easily be | 
senger (copy?) boy on familiar eliminated or at least shortened. | 
terms with the editor, a plain-talk- It’s a one-set play, and the curtain | 
ing. crackerjack woman reporter, should be lowered momentarily for | 
and the crusading editor himself,| time passages, but usually remains | 


who always speaks in editorial|' down too long. Also, the main} 
pomposities. True to popular con-| theme, that war should be settled | 





cevtion, they all talk very fast. 

The actors do everything they 
can to humanize these bloodless | 
roles. James Nolan as the editor, | 
Charles Campbell as a British) 


by statesmen at the conference 
table instead of by men on a battle- 
fie'd, is too editorialized. 

The 1775 plot, or rather plots. 
concern the marriage of a Sandy 


correspondent ard George Ross as| Point villager to a “high-born” 


the embryo reporter, are all good. 


Boston girl, suspected of Tory 


Direction by Hazel Vincent Wallace | sympathies, and her futile attempts 


is static and fails to create an 

atmosphere of tension which might 

make the yarn more convincing. 

Richard Merrell has designed a 

creditable panelled office where all 
of the conversation takes place. 
Grif. 





Miles of Heaven 
Orwigsburg, Pa., July 20. 


Jos. W. Kapfer & Leonard Soloway pro- 
duction of drama in three acts, by David 
Hertz. Stars Charles Korvin. Directed by 
Arthur J. Beckhard; sets and lighting. 
Jos. W. Kapfer. At Deer Lake Theatre, 
Orwigsbure, Pa.; July 20, ’°54 


Caroline Herschel Margit Forssgren 
William Herschel ; Charles Korvin 
Mary Pitt -.seeee.e Sally Chamberlin 
John Pitt Scott Male 


Sir Joseph Wetherbridge Elek Hartman 


Sniadecki Woodrow Parfrey 
Feldhammer ....... Arthur J. Beckhard 
Siegel Caiateie rie . Joseph W. Kapfer | 
SEOs ows’ 00 cena eee Jeffery Longe 


George Ill 
Queen Charlotte , 
Bishop of Canterbury 
Prince Frederick 
Prince Edward . 


sedae tate Charles Gilbert 


Forrest Wood 
Marlin Zimmerman 





Handicapped by inadequate 
theatre facilities, “Miles of Heav- 
en” failed to illumine the sky in 
its barntryout here. What might 
have been a serious and absorbing 
biographical drama about the as- 
tronomical pursuits of William 
Herschel and his sister Caroline, 
failed to catch the excitement in- 
herent in their lives. 


Plays about astronomers, cos-. 


tume dramas and plays with royal- | 
ty walking the stage frequently 
prove uninteresting and unbeliev- 
able for theatre audiences. “Miles 
of Heaven’—about all three— 
proves no exception. Only excel- 
lent writing, direction, acting and 
a very tight production can bring 


. Alberta Johnson | 


. Edward Dolan | 


to overcome the hostility of her 
| mother-in-law or to dissuade her 
| patriotic husband from leading the 
|local militia into the Battle of 
| Bunker Hill. Only with the news 
that the young husband and his 
band have been annihilated do the 
| Opposing wife and mother-in-law 
| make a grudging peace. Various 
| sub-plots merely slow the action. 
| Mary Moor does a_ standout 
| portayal in the difficult role of the 
| wife, and Norma Leary is entirely 
plausible as the high-handed, grim- 
'visaged mother-in-law. Balance of 
'the cast handle the various roles 
| skillfully and the one set, of a 
barren Colonial living room by 
| David Platt, is okay. Elie. 


The Dreaming Dust 


Provincetown, Mass., July 21. 

Provincetown Playhouse production of 
play in two acts, by Denis Johnson. Di- 
rected by Tom Newton; setting, Patrick 
Clancy. At Provincetown (Mass.) Play- 
; house, July 19, '54; $2.20 top. 

Leading Men, later the Dean 

and Dr. Swift 
| Leading Woman, later Stella 
} and Moll Virginia Thoms 
| Character Man, later Rev. Mr 

Tisdale and John Gay 
Invenue, later Vanessa and 
Trollop Anne Gerety 
| Character Woman, later Dingley and 
| Mrs. Vanhomrigh Catharine Huntington 
Lizht Comedian, later 

Charles Ford Robert Beatey 
Heavy, later Dr. Berkeley and a 

Ballad Singer Thomas J. Clancy 
Clown, later Brennan ....Patrick Clancy 


Emile Autor 


“Fred Lev y 





“The Dreaming Dust” is a seri- 
ous effort by a serious writer. 
Since Irish playwright Denis John- 
ston is a poet as well as a play- 
wright, he has found moments of 
beauty in his quest for the truth 


| 


| producers of the Dobbs Ferry 
| (N.Y.) Playhouse, a winter stock | 


This 19th century operetta, writ- 
ten and produced in the 20th cen- 


it's not for Broadway. . 

The book and lyrics, laboriously 
constructed to fit some fine waltzes 
and polkas by Johann Strauss, | 
make for excellent tent fare, and | 
the first might audience enjoyed it. 
However, the competent produc- | 
tion, superlative music, good sing- 
ing and pleasant costuming and 
lighting didn’t offset the facet that 
this is a thin vehicle. 

An American industrialist brings 
his daughter to Vienna in 1880 to 
find a titled husband so they can 
make the social register. However, 
she falls in love with a Harvard 
instructor and after considerable 
confusion involving phony nobility 
and a penniless countess, the lov- 
ers end up in each other's arms. 
This is acceptable only because 





| 


mother was a Saltonstall, 
Earl Williams and Peggy Bonini., 


papa discovers that the instructor’s | 


Legit Followups 





Carousel 
(City Center, N. Y. 

The operetta season at the City 
Center, N. Y., originally skedded 
for six weeks through June 13, is 
still running but finals this week, 
it’s 14th. Major part of that time 
has been devoted to “Carousel, 
the ‘windup bill of a three-tuner 
series that began with “Showboat” 
and was followed by “Fledermaus.” 

Each of the shows was to have 
run for two weeks but the nifty b.o. 
reaction to the Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d musical 
adaptation of Ference Molnar’s 
gave it 10 weeks. 

“Carousel” represents a superla- 
tive blending of words, music and 
dance, effectively brought out via 
this Center production. Because 
show was slated for a two-week 
run, several cast members made 
other commitments to follow the 
fortnight’s engagement. Replace- 
ments include David Atkinson as 
Billy Bigelow. Mariquita Moll as 
Nettie Fowler, Tom Reynolds as 
Joshua, Calvin Thomas as the star- 
keeper and Gemze de Lappe as 
Louise. 

Atkinson is somewhat stiff, but 
reasonably satisfactory as Billy, 
with room’ lire on his robust sing- 
ing. Miss Moll, making her Broad- 
way debut, scores nicely with the 
lilting “June Is Bustin’ Out All 
Over.”’ while Miss de Lappe is an 
excellent terp successor to Bambi 
Linn. Performances by Reynolds 
and Thomas are pleasing. 

Standcut among the holdover 
performers is Barbara Cook, with 
stage savvy and surefire delivery 
as Carrie Pipperidge. Jo Sullivan 
is a likeable Julie Jordan, although 
occasionally lacking in emotional 
projection. Don Blackey is believ- 
able as Enoch Snow, while John 
Conte’s portrayal of the menacing 
Jigger Craigin is a little too stud- 
ied at times. 

Winifred Heidt is good as the 
carousel owner. Dancers, headed 
by Robert Pagent, who restaged 
Agnes De Mille’s dances, and Dusty 
Worrall, display some neat foot- 
work. This “Carousel” revival holds 
up as melodious, emotional power- 
house. Jess. 


Oh Men, Oh Women 
(HENRY MILLER, N.Y.) 








Edward Chodorov’s comedy is 
funny enough to be a natural for 
the summer dog days. But Broad- 
| Way attendance being unpredict- 
able, “Oh Men, Oh Women” is one 
of the 1953-54 holdovers sweating 
out the high temperature with low 
grosses. 





as the Harvard man and the Amer- 
ican girl, have excellent voices. 
Shannon Bolin, as the beautiful 
countess who loves and then gives 
up the Harvard man, sings well 
and can act, too. Larry Douglas 
and Marthe Errolle, as two opera 


good. And Arthur Newman is 
| amusing as the American industri- 
| alist. 

The plot isn’t strong enough to 


ever, and often even the music 
seems frrelevant. “Waltz Down the 
Aisle” is merely a pleasant show 
for the summer circuit. Ward. 





Lake George Music Tent 
Folds After 3-Week Run 


Lake George, N.Y., Aug. 3. 
James B. McKenzie and Willard 
| C. Merrill's tent Musicarnival fold- 
ied here July 25, after three weeks’ 
' 





operation. It had been scheduled 
|; to run through Sept. 5. 

Two productions, “Brigadoon” 
| and “Annie Get Your Gun,” were 
| presented, of the six that had been 
announced for the 2,700-seat can- 
| vasser a mile outside the town. 
McKenzie and Merrill are co- 


Singers pretending to nobility, are | 


warrant all the excitement, how-| 


Cheryl Crawford’s production 
, has had several cast changes since 
|its preem last December, without 
|apparently affecting its risibility se- 
|riously. Heading the replacement 
| roster is Lloyd Bridges in the star- 
{ring role originated by Franchot 


| Tone. He seems a bit stiff in the 
| role, which doesn’t particularly im- 
press as of star stature. Actually, 
the harassed psychiatrist engaged 
,;to a comely, casual amorailist, is a 
itough assignment as the only 
| straight part. 

Tony Randall, recent ‘successor 
of Gig Young, has a. romp in the 
drunk scene in which he rational- 
izes his marital tribulations. At the 
performance caught last week, 
Joan Gray stepped up from the 
minor role of the _ psychiatrist’s 
observant receptionist - secretary, 
subbed as a neurotic wife played 
originally by Anne Jackson, then 
by Barbara Baxley and subsequent- 
ly taken over last Monday (2) by 
Dody Heath. Miss Gray's perform- 
ance as the wailing analysis patient 
got big laughs. Lillian Wilder was 
okay as the stand-in receptionist. 
_ Remainder of the cast remains 
intact, with Betsy von Furstenberg 
a natural as the pscho-medico’s 
scatter-brained fiancee, Larry Bly- 





about Jonathan Swift, author of | operation. j 


den getting solid laughs as a re- 


| luctantly discarded lover and Paul 


Andor okay in the brief stint of a 
ship’s steward Jess, 


Lagi Cenbtbion Metro 
Sends Rep on Silo Hunt 
For Any Likely Scrints 


With the emphasis on. story 
values in Hollywood and increase 
in the number of strawhat tryouts, 
Metro is stepping up its coverage 
of barn productions this summer. 
The studio’s eastern play repre- 
sentative, Sidney Phillips, is not 
only reading more scripts than are 
usually available, but is taking 
more time to 0.0. the silo fare. 


Obvious factor in the situation 
is that there are many more try- 
outs on the haymow circuit this 
season than normally. Since Phil- 
lips regularly reads all new scripts 
available he has already evaluated 
most of the shows being summer- 
tested, so he has to make personal 
inspection trips to only a relative 
few of the citronella preems. 


Even so, there are so many 
scripts getting performance break- 
ins in the strawhats this year that 
Phillips is putting in considerably 
more than customary show-catch- 
ing mileage. He has. already 
glommed about a half-dozen offer- 
ings and leaves next Friday (6) on 
a three-week safari covering about 
dozen more spots. 


Fact that the other major film 
companies are following their usu- 
al policy of ignoring most of the 
silo testings indicates that Phillips’ 
stepped-up travel schedule is in 
line with a special attitude on the 
part of Metro. Explanation is that 
Metro, besides being keenly inter- 
ested in story properties, is becom- 
ing more legit-conscious than in 
some years. 


New attitude of the studio is re- 
flected in its trend toward pre- 
production buys of Broadway plays, 
plus its new policy of also supply- 
ing substantial backing for the ac- 
tual stage productions. Thus, Phil- 
lips’ advance reading of scripts and 
his barn scouting takes on double 
significance. 


All this is, of course, in addition 
to the hypoed story-consciousness 
of all film companies in this day 
of big-budget pictures. Since only 
extra-dimension stories tend to be 
suitable for the major-effort fea- 
tures now in vogue, the search for 
material is intensified. 


: While the prospect of uncover- 
ing a suitable screen property in a 
Strawhat tryout is admittedly 
slight, Phillips is constantly on the 
lookout for any kind of a play 
with even an idea from which a 
full-scale picture could be de- 
veloped. 





Festival Fad Still On; 
Horton Is Latest Star 


The “festival” craze is apparent- 
ly unabated on the strawhat cir- 
cuit. 

Latest barn to employ the gim- 
mick is the Kennebunkport (Me.) 
Playhouse, with a two-week Ed- 
ward Everett Horton anniversary 
festival to begin next Monday (9). 
Move follows the pattern set this 
Summer with Helen Hayes and 
Judith Evelyn rural-circuit “festi- 
vals.” Former recently wound up 
a four-week stint at the Falmouth 
Playhouse, Coonamesset, Mass., 
while the latter is appearing at the 
Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring Lake, 
N.J., for the same number of 
weeks, 

The Horton “festival” marks the 
40th anni of the actor’s first sea- 
son as a stock leading man in the 
state of Maine. During his first 
week at the Playhouse, he'll ap- 
pear in “White Sheep of the Fam- 
ily,” with “Present Laughter” as 
the followup production. Horton's 
been touring the barn circuit this 
season in the former vehicle, 
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Timberlake’s Biog Fails — 
* 
To Capture ‘The Bishop 
? ? - 
Of B’way’: David Belasco 

Craig Timberlake has written 
“The Life and Work of David Bel- 
asco; The Bishop of Broadway” (Li- 
brary Publishers; $4.75). 

Mr. Timberlake is a performer 
on the Fred Waring tv show. He 
made his New York debut as a Gil- 
pert & Sullivan singer in 1949, and 
jater appeared with Katharine 
Hepburn as Rowland in “As You 
Like It.” 

it is a pity that a work upon 
which so much devotion has been 
javished fails to come to life. Bel- 
asco remains the “elusive Pimper- 
nel” of the Grand -Legit. 

Early in this century, William 
Winter, drama critic and stage his- 
torian, began to write a monumen- 
tal life of Mr. Dave. Death halted 
Winter’s work, which, nevertheless, 
was published in two volumes and 
well over 1,000 pages, in 1918. Tim- 
perlake views the Winter undertak- 
ing with small appreciation, al- 
though he has used the latter’s 
findings extensively. 

It may be, as Timberlake asserts 
(in an odd comment from a deriva- 
tive biographer), that Winter’s 
phrases were “pompous”—but the 
old gentleman at least stuck to his 
subject matter. 

Belasco often becomes _§ side- 
tracked and lost in Timberlake’s 
book, and the tome is poorly bal- 
anced. 
two volumes to bringing the pro- 
ducer to 1917, Timberlake’s 412- 
page tract supplies less than 100 
pages (the only “new” material in 
the biography) te Belasco’s activi- 
ties between 1917 and his death in 
1931. Yet this was the period dur- 
ing which Mr. Dave produced and 
directed “The Auctioneer,” “The 
Gold Diggers,” “The Son-Daugh- 
ter,” “Kiki,” “Shore Leave,” “The 
Merchant of Venice” (with David 
Warfield as Shylock), “Mary, Mary 
Quite Contrary,” “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,” “Ladies of the Evening,” 
“The Dove,” “Lulu Belle,” “The 
Bachelor Father,” “Mima,” “It’s a 
Wise Child,” and “Tonight or 
Never,” among other presentations. 

Timberlake adds very little to 
general knowledge of Belasco. An 
appendix to his book, containing 
letters from Mrs. Leslie Carter to 
Belasco, reveals more about his 
hero as a human being than all the 
rest of the volume. Down. 


Lycett 
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Huntington Hartford on the Coast 
and therefore unavailable to return 
to Westport, the Langners and Wil- 
son hired James Awe, a _ non- 
ATPAM manager (he’s an Actors 
Equity member), to run the house. 
The union protested and, when 
that proved unavailing, declared 
the Westport spot “unfair.” 
“Unreasonable” Charge 

It immediately called Lycett off 
his job.: Although the Langners 
and Wilson claim he has a personal 
contratt as subscription manager 
4s well as p.a., Lycett had to walk 
out of both assignments. He de- 
Clines to discuss the situation, re- 
ferring questioners to Mrs. Lang- 
ner and the union. 

Mrs. Langner has expressed sat- 
isfaction with Awe’s work as house 
manager and adds that she, her 
husband and Wilson are deter- 
mined to resist what they regard 
as the unreasonable attitude of the 
union. In common with most other 
strawhat managements, she asserts 
th at there are relatively few 
ATI AM members qualified forthe 
Specialized summer theatre field 
and that most of them would not 
Work for the limited salaries 
available, 
. The Westport management says 
inns nothing whatever to specu- 
ation that it is considering breach- 
°f-contract action against Lycett. 
=~ with the summer season now 

the halfway mark and the barn 
pana. without apparent diffi- 
ea ty, the spot is unlikely to 
rr ——e under to ATPAM. Par- 
ae arly since the union has been 
hcg, as usual, to rally even 
its anuPPort from Actors Equity, 
od AFL affiliate and the sole 
nion with power in the silo field. 


Patricia Benoit held over for a 
Tanond week in “Gigi” at the Great 
Mich S Drama Festival, Saginaw, 
thes ai Lily Ledge, daughter of 
pe sovernor of Connecticut, has 
To ed the cast of “Put Them All 
the Latete currentty trying out at 
conia-Gilfort -. ‘Playhouse, La- 








Whereas Winter devoted | 





Frisco Pops Concerts _ 
Getting Sellout Trade 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

Arthur Fiedler and the San 
Francisco Pops Concert series are 
proving to be one of the biggest 
draws in town. Nearly all of the 
four concerts performed so far 
have sold out. Five more remain 
to be played. 

Biggest crowd was at the July 
24 performance, when a full house 
of 7,000 packed the Civie Auditori- 
um, with over 1,000 turned away. 
The concerts are scaled from 30c 
to $2.40, with a gross of $5,500 for 
a sellout. 


‘Finian’ $15,200, Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 3. 

On annual “Civic Holiday” long 
weekend, with most theatregoers 
out of town and the weather dis- 
couragingiy hot, Leighton K. Brill’s 
production of “Finian’s Rainbow” 
fell off to a near break-even $15,- 
200 last week at Melody Fair. 
Masked-off Arena Gardens 5,300- 
seater theatre-in-the-round setup 
was scaled at $2.50 top. Piece 
starred Mimi Kelly and Wilton 


Clary. 

With Clifford Harvuot and 
Arlyne Frank in the leads, the 
current “Desert Song” had a hefty 


$8,000 advance. 


Strawhat Biz 
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number of names playing the cir- 
cuit have proved solid b.o. 

Probably the hottest draw this 
season is Tallulah Bankhead, who's 
been selling out in the touring 
“Dear Charles.” Actress set a new 
high at the Ivoryton (Conn.) Play- 
house, copping $15,200 for a week’s 
stand. She also established a new 
high at the Cape Playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass. Another strong puller 
was Helen Hayes in a four-week 
play series at the Falmouth Play- 
house, Coonamessett, Mass. 

Television talent is contir-:\ing to 
show marquee strength, notably 
Fay Emerson, Imogene Coca and 
Patricia Benoit. All three have 
broken b.o. records this season. 

Miss Coca hit a new high at the 
Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house, pulling over $15,000 in 
“Happy Birthday.” Opening week 
records were established by Miss 
Emerson and Miss Benoit, respec- 
tively, at the Sea Cliff (L. I.) Sum- 
mer Theatre and the Theatre-by- 
the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. Former 
drew $10,300, including tax, in the 
tryout of William McCleery’s “The 
Lady Chooses,” while tatter took in 
$7.800 in “Gigi.” 

Others who've been b.o. have 
included Charles Coburn, Joan 
Blondell, Constance Bennett and 
Jeanette MacDonald. Coburn in 
“You Can't Take It With You” set 
a new record at the Salt Creek 
Theatre, Hinsdale, Ill., drawing 
just under $20.000 in a fortnight’s 
stand. 

Miss Blondell in “Happy Birth- 
day” got Philadelphia’s Playhouse 
in the Park the biggest opening 
week in its history with a $13,000 
take. “Sabrina Fair” package, 
starring Miss Bennett, hit a record 
$8,300 at the Lakes Region Play- 
house, Laconia-Gilford, N. H., and 
Miss MacDonald grossed $40,000 in 
“Bittersweet” at the Iroquois Am- 
phitheatre, Louisville, Ky., break- 
ing a 16-year record. 

Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa., is registering excellent 
grosses, with two-week runs of 
“Confidential .Clerk” and “Aboard 
the Bandwagon” getting smash biz. 
“Song of Norway” package was a 
strong opener at the Spa Summer 
Theatre, Saratoga, N. Y., winding 
up a week’s stand with $7,600. 
Melody Fair, Toronto, production 
of “Oklahoma” hit a record $34,- 
300. A new high was established 
at the Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., with a $6,020 take 
on “My 3 Angels.” 

Summer theatres that have shut- 
tered are the Westhampton (L. I.) 
Playhouse; Strand Theatre, Wil- 
mington; Hunterdon Hills Play- 
house, Jutland, N. J.; and the Mu- 
sicarnival, Lake George, N. Y> Last 
named was a tent operation. Re- 
cent addition to the Equity barn 
roster, the Grand Theatre, is sched- 
uled to open soon in London, Ont. 





Susan Hight, who replaced Isa- 
bel Bigley on Broadway in the 
lead of “Guys and Dolls,” engaged 
to Washington publicist Robert R. 
Denny . . . Audrey Michaels back 
in N. Y. and in publicity depart- 
ment of National Concert & Artists 
Corp. .. . Jeff Morrow now in Dub- 
lin, doing a film with Rock Hud- 
son and Barbara Rush, “Captain 
Lightfoot.” 





‘WISH’ $26,000 AT PITT, 
WITH 2 SHOWS DUNKED 


Li 5 Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

‘Wish You Were Here” got a 
tough break last week at Pitt 
Stadium -when final performance 
Saturday (31) was washed out by 
the storm and the Thursday at- 
tendance was held down by rain, 
which ended the show midway. 

Even at that, the musical wound 
up with $26,000, a pleasant surprise 
to the sponsors, who figured it one 
of the season’s weak entries. Cast 
was headed by Sheila Bond, Jack 
Cassidy, Patricia Marand and Paul 
Valentine, all from the original 
Broadway production. 

Current is “Student Prince,” 
with Brian Sullivan, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald winds up the al fresco sea- 
son next week with “Bittersweet.” 
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Picnic’ $15,600 

ICHhIC : 
San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

For the second straight week 
Frisco legit biz was brisker than 
brisk, despite the heat wave. Two 
house records toppled, with only 
three houses open. 

“King and I” starring Yul Bryn- 
ner and Patricia Morison broke the 
house record for the second week 
in a row at the Opera House. 
“South Pacific’ two years ago 
racked up the previous mark, a fat 
$88,000. “King” drew $97,000 last 
week and $94,800 the week before. 
Civic Light Opera has fewer sub- 
scribers this year at the special 
rate and more seats are going to 
the public at the full rate. 

“Peter Pan,” which previously 
set a new house record of $53,200 
at the Curran, again cracked Dan- 
ny Kaye's $50,000 mark with a fat 
$54,000. But again, operating in 
the show’s favor is a $5.50 top as 
against a $4.40 when Kaye set his 
mark. 

Estimates for Last Week 

King and I, Opera House (3d wk) 
($4.75; 3,252) (Yul Brynner, Patri- 
cia Morison). Sky-high with $97,- 
000 (previous week, $94.800). 

Peter Pan, Curran (2d wk) ($5.50; 
1.758) (Mary Martin). New house 
record at $54,000 (previous week, 
$53,200). 

Picnic, Geary (5th wk) ($3.85; 1,- 
550) (Ralph Meeker). Over $15,600 
(previous week, $13,000). 


Channing 366, Chi; 
‘Ginger’ $5,800 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 

Chi’s two shows held their own 
last week despite return of steamy 
weather. Couple of fair-sized con- 
ventions helped a bit. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Time Out for Ginger, Harris 
29th wk) ($4.15; 1,000) (Melvyn 
Douglas). Almost $9,800 (previous 
week, $9,700). 

Wonderful Town, Shubert, (4th 
wk) ($4.60; 2,100) (Carol Chan- 
ning). Nearly $36,000 (previous 
week, $37,300). 


‘PACIFIC’ $22,200, WASH.; 
SETS LOCAL RUN MARK 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

“South Pacific’ held about even 
at $22,200 at the National here last 
week, the 11th of its summer run 
here. Musical exits Aug. 14 after a 
13-week engagement, longest in lo- 
cal history. 

Rodgers-Hammerstein hit goes 
next to Toronto and then to Mont- 
real, f 


‘Syracuse’ 226, L’ville 


Louisville, Aug. 3. 
Blackburn Twins in “Boys From 
Syracuse,” Rodgers and Hart mu- 
sical based on Shakespeare's 
“Comedy of Errors,” grossed a fair 
$22,000 last week at the Iroquois 
Amphitheatre here. Patronage was 
down after the previous week’s 
“Bitter Sweet,” with Jeanette Mac- 
Donald starred, set a $40,000 gross 

record for the open air theatre. 
Featured in support of the Black- 
burn’s were Joey Faye, Herb 
Corey, Mildred Cook, Victoria 
Sherry, Evelyn Ward, Ronnie Cun- 

ningham and Emalyn Remmel. 
“Three Musketeers” is current, 
with Don Ameche as: star, 














Rose Inghram top-featured. 


B’way Slumps Again; ‘Apple’ $12,800, 
Kismet’ $50,300, ‘Can-Can’ $42,200, 
Fontaine $17,800, ‘Cadillac’ 13146 





‘Year Itch” 


+ Receipts continued to wilt on 


: « | Broadway last week. All but th 
Scheduled B’way Openings hows were n e 


‘smash shews were nicked, with one 
entry dipping $7,000. Current may 


(Theatre indicated if set) hold about steady but isn’t ex- 
Almanac, Imperial (8-23) (re! pected to afford substantial relief. 
opening). Upturn is due Aug. 16. 
Fifth Season, Cort (9-5) (reopen-| Weaker entries are still holding, 
ing). with only two shows calling it quits. 


Home Is the Hero, Booth (9-22). 

Summer Long, Coronet (9-23). 

Boy Friend, Royale (9-30). 

Dear Charles, Morosco (9-15). 

Peter Pan, W. Garden (9-30). 

Reclining Nude, Lyceum (10-7). 

On Your Toes, 46th St. (10-11). 

Tender Trap, Longacre (10-11). 

Fragile Fox, Belasco (10-12). 

Ensemble (rep.), Bijou (10-15). 

Champagne Complex (10-27). 

Flowering Peach (10-27). 

Rainmaker, Cort (10-28). 

Living Room, Miller (11-11). 

Quadrille, Coronet (11-3). 

Fanny, Majestic (11-4). 

Festival (11-10). 

Tonight Samarcand, National 
(early Nov.) 

Untitled Sidney Kingsley Play, | 


These are “Golden Apple,” and 
“Carousel.” Both are -exiting next 
weekend (7-8), with the former show 
moving to the Carter Barron Thea- 
tre, Washington, for a two-week 
windup run beginning Monday (9). 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy). MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to wee!.s played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% amusement tax, 
but grosses are net: i.e., exclusive 


(mid. 2. of tax. 
ee aee tte _— Anniversary Waltz, Broadhurst 
: (C) (17th wk; 131; $4.60; 1,160; 


Sandhog, Phoenix (11-23). 
Black-eyed Susan (Late Nov.). 
Mrs. Patterson (12-1). 

House of Flowers, Alvin (12-23). 


$28,000) (Macdonald Carey, Kitty 
Carlisle). Just under $9,500 ‘pre- 
of ve he eda Sea, 

A % y the autifu a, ajestic 
Silkk S ings, Imperial (12-29). (MC) (7th wk: 132; $690; 1,510: 
$58,000) (Shirley Booth). Almost 

$23,000 ‘(previous week, $26.300). 
Caine Mutiny ‘Court Martial, 
Plymouth (D) (28th wk; 220; $5.75- 


Desperate Hours (1-26). 
| $4.60; 1,062; $33,500) ‘Lloyd Nolan, 


4 9 
or > 
’ | 5 
\ | John Hodiak, Barry Sullivan). Just 
6 * /$33.400; first time under capacity, 
|with some empty seats Saturday 
C ’ l previous week, $33.700). 


, (31) ¢ 
\. + ae — Sng pa nb 
Los Angeles, Aug. 3. | 516;, $6.90; 1.361; $50.160). _— Jus 
Continued heat wave kept local | ee aaa Coster ‘iMD) (9th 
legit grosses below hopes last week, wk: 72: $3.60: 3,089: $46,000). Al- 


although all houses stayed on the | . 

right side of the ledger. “Seven | Most $16,200 ‘previous week, $23,- 
left town after five 290); closes next Sunday (8). 

| Golden pe. agg Rage 2 vay 

: : : 2 _ | wk; 119; $4.60-$3.45; 1.150; $40, a 

has nothing in the offing until De- | jimost | $12,800 (previous week, 


k $14,000); closes Saturday ‘7). 
Lady's iy tag Rone Rtg 3q|_ King of Hearts, Lyceum (C) 








veeks at the Biltmore, which now 


wk) (499; $3.30). Drew $3,000 and | (18th wk; 138; $5.75-$4.60; 995; 
will wind up next Saturday (7). $23,389) ‘Donald Cook, Jackie 
N. Y. City Ballet, Greek Theatre Cooper). Over $7,700 ‘previous 


, ° week. $9,000). 
ee erst e00. TD PFO” | Kismet, Ziegfeld (O) (35th wk; 


, 276: $6.90; 1.528; $57.900) ‘Alfred 
au pa! sale: Gate) Delt | Drake). Nearly $50.300 ‘previous 
$63,300, including tax. | week, $53,000). 

Seven Year Itch, Biltmore (5th) ,Oh Men, Oh Women, Miller (C) 
wk) (1,636; $3.85). Final frame’s (33rd wk; 270; $5.75-$4.60; 920; 


i | $23,248) (Lloyd Bridges). Same as 
Sg red _ Ag cope of Gre eee | previous week, over $7,000. 


4) Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
Oe ete eae Oe te WE) | (12th wk; 92; $6.90; 1,571; $51,717) 


ivi _| (John Raitt, Janis Page, Eddie Foy 
Yiddisher Dragnet, Civic Play | Jr), Almost $51,700 again. 


: - 





$3,000. ee See: S.: Up ve Sabrma Fair, Royale ‘C) (37th 
imei | wk; 293; a aneSee. 
Nearly $9, previous week, 

PANAMA’ HEFTY $49,000 52200) 
’ | Seven Year Itech, Fulton (C) 
(89th wk; 709; $5.75-$4.60; 1,063; 


IN ST. L00 MUNY WEEK | $24,000) (Tom Ewell). Over $13,000 


: | (previous week. $15,300). 
A St. Louis, Aug. 3. | "solid Gold Cadillac, Music Box 
Panama Hattie’ drew an okay (C) (39th wk: 309: $5.75-$4.60: 
$49,000 in the Forest Park play- | ’ » : ppl 


i 
3 


1,077; $27,811). Just under $13,500 


house last week, with about 55,000 | (Previous week, $15.200). 


payees. Heat wave failed to dry up 
business. Mary McCarty, Lew 
Parker, Donny Scholl, Martha Ste- 
wart, Colee Worth, Dick Bernie 
and Nick Bullett played leads. 

“Where’s Charley?” opened last 
night (Mon.) for a_ seven-night 
stand before an audience of 7,500 
and a gross of approximately $6,- 
000. Gil Lamb heads the cast. 


‘Blondes’ Nifty $58,000 
In Starlight Week, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 3. 
Slight letup in the heat wave 
and a sock show brought a $58,000 
gross for “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” last week at the Starlight 
Theatre in Swope Park. An enthu- 
siastic performance by Penny 
Singleton as Lorelei and Betty 
O'Neil very much in character as 
the show girl, Dorothy, sparked the 
musical. ; 
“Hit the Deck” opened last night 
(Mon.) as the seventh production 
of the season with Sterling Hollo- 
way in the lead. 


‘Winslow’ 18G, Salt Creek 








| Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore 
(D) (44th wk; 349; $5.75-$4.60; 
| 1,060; $28,300) (Joan Fontaine). Al- 


| most $17,800 ‘previous week, $18,- 


00). 

| Teahouse of the August Moon, 
|Beck (C) (42nd wk: 336; $5.75- 
$4.60; 1.214; $31.681) ‘(David Wayne, 
John Forsythe). Went clean again, 
holding at almost $32.200; b.o. scale 
was hiked Monday (2) to $5.95 on 
Saturday night and $5.50 during 
the week. 





‘Marietta’ Tuneful 406, 


First Week in Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 3. 
State Fair Musicals’ fourth in- 





‘door production of 
'““Naughty Marietta,” 


| formances 
/ matinee. 


the season, 
drew a $40.- 
000 gross for its first seven per- 
through Sunday (1) 
Break in record heat 
wave, with temperatures below 100 
degrees and good rainfall, backed 


‘the smash local reviews to give 
ithe Victor Herbert piece a hefty 


sendoff. Season’s only operetta 
continues this week, with Patrice 





and | 


‘Gloria Hamilton, Jack Goode and | ;. 
iKelly’s “The Show Off. 


Hinsdale, Ill., Aug. 3. | Munsel and Jim Hawthorne top- 
Salt Creek Theatre here regis-| ping the cast. 
tered just under $18,000 during | Rehearsals’ ‘started yesterday 
its two-week presentation, ending |(Mon.) for “Panama Hattie, with 
last Saturday (31), of “The Wins- | Vivian Blaine, Buddy Ebsen and 
low Boy” with Vincent Price | Arthur Treacher set for Aug. 9-22. 
starred. Season’s closer will star Imogene 
Current at the Marshall Migatz|Coca in the first off-Broadway 
strawhat is Joe E. Brown in George ease Canine Town,” Aug. 
\23-Sept. 5. 
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Legit 

Rodgers and Hammerstein have | 
postponed until the fall of 1955 
their musical, “Pipe Dream,” | 
adapted from a John Steinbeck | 
story Robert E. Sherwood, due) 
next month from England, is ex-| 
pected to bring a completed script | 
of “The Better Angels,” for pos- | 
sible production this season by the | 
Playwrights Co. ... Jed Harris is) 
planning a_ production of “The | 
Loud Red Patrick,” John Boruff’s | 
dramatization of Ruth McKenney’s 
biography of her grandfather. 

Virginia Copeland, who won the 
audition to replace Priscilla Gil- 
lette in “Golden Apple,” rates as 
a discovery of Mary Hunter, Lai-| 
ter producer-director picked her} 
as femme lead for the Hunter con- | 
cert platform package, “Musical 
Americana” last fall. Incidentally, 
prior to resuming as a_ concert 
tourer this fall, a capsuled version 
of “Musical Americana” has been 
playing as a curtain-raiser novelty 
on the suntmer circuit. 

Ralph Alswang will design the 
sets, costumes and lighting for 
“Fragile Fox,’ which goes into re-| 
hearsal Aug. 24 ..Donald Flamm | 
and his wife sailing on the Inde- 
pendence today (Wed.) for a two-| 
month o.o. of legit in Paris and 
London, with Flamm keeping an) 
eye open for a possible import 
Bob Shaver, appearing with Helen | 
Gallagher and Bill Hayes in “On| 
the Town” at the Music Theatre, | 
Highland Park, Ill, takes over | 
the Frank Lippencott role next 
Friday (6) in the Chicago company 
of “Wonderful Town.” 

Franchot Tone will make _ his 
managerial bow next season as Co-| 
producer with Ted Mann of Robert 
Thom’s “The Minotaur.” Script was | 
originally acquired by the Circle | 
in the Square, but was turned over | 
to Mann, a member of that group. 
Tone and Mann are also scheduled 
to produce Thom’s “Starfish,” re- | 
cently purchased by the _ actor- 
turned-producer. Stratford | 
(Ont.) Shakespearean Festival has | 
been extended one week to Aug. 
28. John Yorke and Max Gendel 
are sending “Getting Gertie’s Gar- 
ter’ on the road next season with | 
a Sept. 16 opening at the Court! 
Square Theatre, Springfield, Mass. | 
The Avery Hopwood script has 
been revamped by Charles George. 
Production will be directed by Nat} 
Burns, who'll also be in the cast. 

Norman Thomson, Bernard | 


Bits 


Deckle and Mariko Niki have ac- 
quired the production rights for 
“Teahouse of the August Moon” In 
Japan. Miss Niki is featured in the 
Broadway production of the com- 
edy and, although previously a per- 
former in Japan, she'll not appear 
in the play there. 

Pressagent Arthur Jay Levy re- 
joined “Time Out for Ginger” in 
Chicago after a six-week vacation 
at his Connecticut home . 

George White is now planning 


‘to preem his new “Scandals” on 


Broadway next spring . .. Press- 
agent Arthur Cantor is loafing this 


'week at Fire Island, N. Y.-... Jill 


Kraft. will play the ingenue lead 
in “Darling, Darling,” the Anita 
Loos comedy adapted from the 
French. It gets a tryout at the 
Pocono Playhouse, Mountainhome, 
Pa., prior to a Broadway produc- 
tion next winter ... Joe Magee 


|and Charley Baker, of the William 
|Morris legit department, now plan 


to live year-around at the Sneden’s 
Landing, N. Y., place they rented 
for the summer... After visiting 
friends in the midwest, Martyn 
Green will direct and star in a 
production of *“‘The Mikado” at the 
Greek Theatre, Los Angeles, in 
mid-September. 


Brenda Lewis, stage - concert 


'singer seen last in “Girl in Pink 


Tights,” is singing Salome in the 
final scene from the Strauss opera, 
to feature Tanglewood on Parade, 
Aug. 13, in Lenox, Mass., when 
the annual event to benefit the 
Berkshire Music Center is held... 
Burton Wohl, formerly on_ the 
Sunday staff of the N. Y. Times 
and a reporter for Time and Life 
in Rome, joined the press depart- 


'ment of the Metropolitan Opera 


this week. 

Sneak thieves who broke into 
the Selwyn Theatre Bldg., N. Y., 
Monday night (2) merely ransacked 
the office of Sol Jacobson; press- 
agent for ‘“‘Teahouse of the August 
Moon,” but didn’t even take the 
supply of postage stamps. Shubert 
Alley characters quipped that the 
intruders must have been looking 
for house seats . .. Jack Schlissel 
will be general manager for the 
Joshua Loegan-David Merrick pro- 
duction of “Fanny,” with Dick 
Weaver as p.a. Chandos Sweet 
succeeds Schlissel next week as 
manager of “By the Beautiful Sea.” 
George Gaynes out of “Wonderful 
Town,” currently at Chicago’s 

















* * Continental Musical Comedy STAR * * 








ae Bile 


RITA 




















DIMITRI 


© THANKS FEUER and MARTIN for the Opportunity to 
UNDERSTUDY and PERFORM the Starring Role in the 
Smash Broadway Hit "CAN-CAN.” 


Personal 
H. ST. GEORGE, 36 West 
JUdson 











Manager 
47th St., New York, N. Y. 
2-3127 


| Joan” tour, 























Shubert, for three weeks rest. Dick 


Smart is subbing as featured male, 


lead in the musical. 

Christopher Fry will adapt, 
Harold Clurman will direct and 
Michael Redgrave will star in “La 
Guerre de Troie N’Aura Pas Lieu” 
(“The Trojan War Shall Not Take 
Place”); by Jean Giraudoux, to be 
produced in London next spring by 
Robert L. Joseph in partnership 
with West End manager Stephen 
Mitchell, and on Broadway the fol- 
lowing season by Joseph. Play 
will be retitled. 


Alan Schneider, who will stage 
Robert Anderson’s “All Summer 
Long” for the Playwrights Co., has 
returned from a European vaca- 
tion ... Elia Kazan, stager of “Tea 
and Sympathy,” is due from the 
Coast today (Wed.) to ready the 
touring company of the drama, 
with Deborah Kerr as star... 
Walter Kerr, drama critic of the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, and his play- 
wright-wife, Jean Kerr, return 
tomorrow (Thurs.) rom a month’s 
stay in London. . . Producer Rich- 
ard Myers is due from London 
today and will weekend at Cape 
Cod to see “Dear Charles,” which 
he and Richard Aldrich will pre- 
sent Sept. 15 at the Morosco, N.Y., 
with Tallulah Bankhead as star. 





Barn Notes 


Jean Stapleton, after several 
parts in shows at the Pocono Play- 
house, Mountainhome, Pa., goes to 
Philly next week to appear at the 
Playhouse-in-the Park in “Time of 


the Cuckoo.” She takes time off! 


néxt Saturday afternoon (7) for a 
tele stint on “Camera Three” on 
CBS-TV ... Mimi Benzell, with 
June Carroll and Arthur Maxwell, 
open Friday .(6) in the Highland 
Park (Ill.) Music Theatre’s two- 
week “Show Boat.” 


Eric Elgar on leave of absence 
from “Arabian Nights” to appear 
in featured role at the Westhamp- 
ton Star Playhouse, Westhampton 
Beach, L. I. 


Tom Barbour’s “Champagne For 
Two,” winning entry in the third 
annual national playwriting con- 
test conducted by Don Swann, Jr., 
will preem at the latter’s Hilltop 
Theatre, Lutherville, Md., the week 
of Aug. 24. Resident members will 
appear in the play, to be directed 
by Frederick Meyer . . Sandra 
Hochman is featured in the Con- 
stance Bennett “Sabrina Fair” 
package at the Clinton (Conn.) 
Playhouse this week. She'll also 
appear in “Time of the Cuckoo” at 
the barn next week. 











Roger Stevens 
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with Jean Arthur 
starred. 


Additionally, he’!l produce 
Christopher Fry’s “The Dark Is 
Light Enough” in partnership with 
Katharine Cornell, who will star 
in the play. Comedy is a current 
click in London, with Edith Evans 
as star. Stevens slate also includes 
Baruch Lumet’s “Once Upon a 
Tailor,” in which he'll be part- 
nered with George Boroff. 

Besides his producing activities, 
Stevens is a prolific legit investor, 
a ‘realtor (heading the syndicate 
that owns the Empire State build- 
ing and numerous other holdings) 
and is a theatre operator through 
Producers Theatre, which has the 
Morosco and Coronet, N. Y., under 
lease. 





Current London Shows 


London, Aug. 3. 


(figures denote premiere dates) 
After the Ball, Globe (6-10-54). 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-53). 
Angels In Love, Savoy (2-11-54). 
Both Ends Meet, Apollo (6-9-54). 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Cockles & Champagne, Saville (5-28-54). 
Dark Light Enough, Aldwych (4-30-54). 
Day By The Sea, Haymarket (11-26-53). 
Duenna, Westminster (7-28-54). 
Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-53). 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28-53), 
Hippo Dancing, Lyric (4-17-54). 
i Am a Camera, New (3-12-54). 
Intimacy At 8:30, Criterion (4-29-54). 
Joyce Grenfell, Fortune (6-2-54). 
King and 1, Drury Lane (10-8-53) 
Love Match, Vict Palace (11-10-53). 
Manor of Northstead, Duchess (4-28-54), 
Meet a Body, Duke York (7-21-54). 
Moon Is Bive, Vaudeville (3-5-54), 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 
MurGer Story, Cambridge (7-22-54), 
Never Too Late, Strand (6-3-54). 
Pal Joey, Princes (3-31-54). 
Relations Apart, Garrick (6-3-54), 
Six Characters, St. Jas. (7-20-54). 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54). 
Wedding in Parts, Sep. (4-3-54). 
Witness Prosecution, W. Gard. (10-28-53). 
Wooden Dish, Phoenix (7-27-54). 
You'll Be Lucky, Adelphi (2-25-54). 
Your Entertainment, Lindsey (7-27-54). 





SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Sabrina Fair, Palace (8-4-54). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Saiome & Prostitute, St. Mart. (7-20-54). 
Vienna Biood, Stoll (8-16-54). 

CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Reluctant Heroes, Whitehall (9-12-50) 


We Must Kili Toni, W'minster (6-29-54). ' 


Pasadena Fund Loans 
To Needy Young Talent 


Pasadena, Aug. 3. 

Scholarship loan fund to aid in- 
digent but promising youngsters 
has been established at the Pasa- 
dena Playhouse under the terms 
of the will of the late Charles Fill- 
more Pricket, long-time financial 
leader of the organization, who 
died last week. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(Aug. 2-15) 








Aboard the Bandwagon, revue— 
Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, 
N. J. (Reviewed in Variety, July 
28, ’54). 

Automobile Man, by Calder 
Willingham — Bucks County Play- 
house, Néw Hope, Pa. (2-7) Re- 
viewed in Variety this week). 

Dear Charles, by Alan Melville 
— Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, 
| R. I. (2-7); Falmouth Playhouse, 
| Coonamessett, Mass. (9-14) (Re- 
| viewed in Variety, July 14, ’54). 
| « Feathered Fauna, by Charles 
| Robinson and Jean Dalrymple — 
Somerset (Mass.) Playhouse (9-14). 

Iron Gate, by John T. Chapman 
— Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. (9-14). 

Jimmy Potts Gets a Haircut, by 
|George Panetta—John Drew The- 
|atre, East Hampton, L. I. (9-14). 
| Magic Morning, by Thomas 
|Phipps and Russell Medcraft — 
| Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring Lake, 





|N. J. (2-7). 
Sin of Pat Muldoon, by John 
McLiam — Pocono Playhouse, 


Mountainhome, Pa. (9-14). 


Southwest Corner, by John Cecil 
Holm — Spa Theatre, Saratoga, 
N. Y. (9-14). 

Summer’s Day, by Reginald Law- 
rence—Lakeside Summer Theatre, 
| Lake Hopatcong, N. J. (3-8). 
| Triumph of Honor, by Alexandro 
| Scarlatti — White* Barn Theatre, 
| Westport, Conn. (7-8). 
| Trouble in Tahiti, by Leonard 
| Bernstein, and Thirteen Clocks, by 
|; James Thurber—Somerset (Mass.) 
Playhouse (2-7) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, July 28, 754). 

Vegetable, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
—Marblehead (Mass, Summer The- 
atre (2-7). 

Walk Tall, revue — Lakewood 
Playhouse, Barnesville, Pa. (2-7); 
Clinton (Conn.) Playhouse (9-14) 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 28, 
54). 

Death and Taxes, by Warren E. 
9 ged — Dorset (Vt.) Playhouse 
(6-8) 

Put Them All Together, by 
Theodore Hirsch and Jeanette 
Patton—Lakes Region Playhouse, 
Gilford-Laconia, N. H. (2-7) (Re- 
viewed in VarIety this week). 

Out of This Wilderness, by Jo- 
seph F. Ingham—Outdoor Theatre, 
Selinsgrove, Pa. (4-5, 7). 

Stranger from the Hills, by Nor- 
|man Vein—Tuffs Arena Theatre, 
| Medford, Mass. (3-8). 

Traveler’s Joy, by Arthur Macrae 
— Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, July 26, ’50). 








Pygmalion $2,200, Reading, Pa. 
Reading, Pa., Aug. 3. 
Hefty biz continued at the Green 
Hills Theatre here last week, with 
the Berks Players taking in almost 
$2,200 for five performances of 
“Pygmalion.” Attendance totalled a 
near 1,300, with house sold out 
Friday and Saturday nights (30-3)). 
“Male Animal” is current. 





‘Moon’ Is All Over LI, 
But Not East Hampton 


East Hampton, N. Y., Aug. 3. 

The “Moon” woii't shine on East 
Hampton this summer. Producer 
Ron Rawson has cancelled his 
yheduled booking of “Moon Is 
Blue” at the John Drew Theatre 
here Aug. 16-21 on the grounds 
that the film version plus straw. 
hat productions elsewhere on Long 
Island have dimmed the F. Hugh 


Herbert comedy somewhat for local 
viewers. 


Play has already been given on 
the Island at the Hampton Star 
Playhouse, Westhampton; the Sea 
Cliff Summer Theatre and the Red 
Barn Theatre, Northport. Rawson 
is moving the new Paul Hartman 
revue, “Walk Tall,” into the Aug, 
16-21 slot. Hartman’s original book- 
ing the following week will be 
filled by “This Happy Breed,” with 
a cast to be announced. Bramwell 
Fletcher was top-billed in the can- 
celled “Moon.” 





Deer Lake, Pa., May Fold; 
Not Enough Star Draw 


Reading, Aug. 3. 
Premature closing of Deer Lake 
Theatre near here before the 
completion of the season is being 
considered. ‘Country Girl,” with 
Betty Field and John Beal, last 


week did better business than 
previous shows, but producers 
Joseph W. Kapfer and Leonard 
Soloway have been running at a 
loss and may have to toss in the 
sponge. 

This week’s offering is “Goodbye 
Again,” with Jeffrey Lynn and 
Elaine Stritch which opened last 
night (Mon.). Unless it makes a 
pickup, that will be the finale. 

“All the King’s Men,” with no 
star mentioned, has been an- 
nounced for next week. The pro- 
ducers are sitting tight until later 
in the week before signing a star. 


This is the first season for the 
return of names at the 350-seat air 
conditioned theatre. Stars have in- 
cluded Mary Astor,.Fay Bainter, 
Kurt Kaznar and Charles Korvin. 
House is tabbed at $2 tops. 














ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS ! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 


® Railroad privileges for handling 
shows and theatrical luggage. 

© Complete warehouse facilities! 

®@ Authorized in California. Equipped 
fo transfer’ and haul anywhere in 
U. $.! 


@ RATES ON REQUEST I 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
1100 East Sth Street 
los Angeles 13, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 
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Nancy R. Pollock 








in 
“TIME OF THE CUCKOO” 


Lakeside Theatre Landing, N. J. 


“SUMMER HOUSE” 
“ONE BRIGHT DAY” 


APPEARING AS 
Leona Samish 


AUG. 10-15 


“DIAMOND LIL” 








110th 




















CAB CALLOWAY 


Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 












Week as Sportin' Life 


“PORGY AND BESS” 


Currently July 
PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM 


12 to Aug. 7 
Los Angeles 
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Levinson’s Low-Caloric Book 

When Leonard Levinson s doctor 
ordered him to get rid of 10 pounds 
ihis spring, he learned that his 
patient had put the weight on while 
writing “The Brown Derby Cook- 
pook.” Levinson was discussing his 
experiences_ in low-caloric eating 
with Ken Giniger, head of Haw- 
thorn House, during his current 
N.Y. stay and out of that has come 
a contract to write a book on low- 
calorie cooking which Hawthorn 
will publish this coming spring. It 
will be the first cookbook utilizing 
Sucaryl as a non-caloric sweetning 
agent throughout. 

Levinson returns to Hollywood 
and his “Fibber McGee and Molly” 
writing chores on Saturday (6) but 
will be back in N.Y. again for a 
prief trip late in September. 





Re Barber and Bryson 
Red Barber’s book, “The Rhu- 
barb Patch—Story of the Modern 


Brooklyn Dodgers,” issued by 
Simon & Schuster this week. Next 
up for the CBS sports counselor is 
his autobiog, tentatively titled 
“Sittin’ in the Catbird Seat,” 


which will be a Doubleday entry. 
He'll start the stint at close of the 
baseball season. 

Barber is profiled in current 
Reader's Digest by Quentin 
Reynolds. Titled “The Two Lives 
of Red Barber,” piece accents his 
work as a licensed lay reader in 
the Episcopal Church. 

Another CBS’er is represented 
on the bookstalls in Dr. Lyman 
Bryson’s “The Drive Toward Rea- 
son” (Harper & Bros.) in which 
the chairman of the radio net- 
work’s “Invitation to Learning’ 
addresses himself to- citizens of 
good will who care about the 


future of our civilization. He also) 


writes about the mass media of 
communication. 





Granny Rice’s Memoirs 
Grantland Rice’s posthumous au- 
tobiog, which A. S. Barnes is bring- 
ing out, in October, is titled “‘The 
Tumult and the Shoutng (My Life 
in Sport),” recounting 53 years of 
sports coverage. 





Huddleston’s Posthumous Pub. 

Sisley Huddleston, who died in 
France late in 1952, right after fin- 
ishing the manuscript of “France: 
The Tragic Years (1939-1947)” will 
be published by Devin-Adair, in 
November. 

Huddleston was longtime Eu- 
ropean correspondent for’ the 
Christian Science Monitor and 
Paris correspondent for the Lon- 
don Times, 





Tillinger’s Derval Book 

Eugene Tillinger, editor of Top 
Secret mag, leaving today (Wed.) 
for two-month trek abroad cover- 
ing France, Italy and Germany. In 
Paris, he’ll confer with Paul Der- 
val, director of the Folies Bergere, 
regarding the tome Tillinger has 
written with Ladislas Farago on 
the Folies. Book is set for 55 pub- 
lication. 

Tillinger will also cover the Ven- 
ice Film Festival for the North 
American Newspaper Alliance. 





_ Time’s Fancy Net Profits 

Time Inc., racked up a net profit 
of $4,827,000 for the first six 
months of 1954 against $4,716,000 
for the same period last year, ac- 
cording to a semiannual statement 
issued to stockholders Monday (2) 
by org’s prexy, Roy E. Larsen. 
Profit for the half-year period 
equals $2.47 per share against $2.42 
per shave herd the first meMt 9€ “= 

‘venues hit a six month high o 
$88,439,000. Total costs and ex- 
Penses for the period were slightly 
higher than revenues because of 
the expense of TimerLife’s new 
weekly mag, Sports Illustrated. 
op carsen cited increases in both 
‘me and Fortune circulation and 
noted that more than 300,000 sub- 
Scriptions have been received for 
Sports Illustrated, with mag al- 
ready having sold $1,250,000 worth 
ol advertising space. 


. Eddie Davis’ Funny Book 
Eddie Davis is the hackie turned 
Pacwriter—Eddie Cantor was his 
face one day, Eddie (not to be con- 
gated with Leon &) Davis decided 
ona the trapped comedian an 
. dition of his stuff and wound up 
tt Writing contract. Since then 
oe has written for Berle, 
Rarante, Jolson, Gleason, Martha 
Sat e, Ed Wynn, Jessel, Olsen & 
Soc Jack Haley, et al., did the 
a for a 1939 George White 
T. andals, Al Jolson’s “Hold On 
ie Our Hats” and Gertrude 
Guy a Follow the Girls” (with 
fin: Bolton). And, in between his 
patnclal ups and downs, he’s also 
Chote, at on. my . asthma”—a 
up apter title from his new book, 

‘ugh Yourself Well*->-(Fell: 





$2.95), causing him to tommute to 
Arizona and kindred dry climates 
in search of his health. 

His hospital excursions have re- 
sulted in the book whose title has 
more than casual meaning. And 
just to make sure, here are 
samplings of his other chapters: 
“Tl, Pills and Bills’; “Right Up My 
Allergy”; *Bedpan Manners”; 
“From Here To Maternity”; “Open 
For Repairs”; “Is There A Doctor 
In The House?”’; “And So To 
Bedlam”; ‘Eddie’s Ensicklopedia”’; 
“Mind Over Mattress,” etc. 


It’s loaded with laffs, not all of | 


the clinical or surgical genre. 
Much of it away from the Hip- 
pocratean idiom, but all devolves 
from a healthy humor perspective 
on common ails and pains. It’s 
loaded with gags and gagsters; 
names from show biz air their own 
perspectives on the Florence 
Nightingale and Dr. Kildare set. 
It is suspecta#i that many of the 


gags are from the generous and | 


fertile source of gagman Eddie 
Davis whe hung them on favored 
people; as. such it’s not only a 
good try but a successful type- 
writer. transfusion. Which is an- 
other way of saying this is a very 
funny book, great for the shut-in, 
and just as: funny if you never got 
scared by a vitamin pill. Abel. 





Thyra Winslow's ‘Sex’ 

Thyra Samter Winslow has put 
18 of her short stories between 
hard covers and slugged them ‘/The 
Sex Without Sentiment” (Abelard- 
Schuman; $3.50). She has per- 
formed a craftsmanlike job in this 
difficult field of fiction writing and 
deservedly rates a big nod for the 
manner in which she has depicted 
a curious assortment of characters. 
In “The Sex Without Sentiment” 
she has managed to get terribly 
close to the inner machinery of the 
hearts and minds of the near in- 
digent and the filthy rich, the 
phoney as well as the sterling, the 
dull and the sparkling of the hu- 
man specie, and she has been mi- 
croescopically observant of the be- 
havior pattern of woman’s sup- 
posed best pal, her dog. 

Miss Winslow has carefully stud- | 
ied the thinking processes of actors | 
and actresses, and in this group of | 
short stories she has revealed this | 
breed of animated homosapien 
with subtle insight and consider- 
able irony. Her greasepaint short- | 
ies, “Interview,” “‘The Actress”’ and | 
“Technique,” are socko, and “A 
Lamb Chop For The Little Dog” 
and “Hotel Dog” are splendid con- 
tributions to the literature of dog- 
dom. The entire output of “Sex 
Without Sentiment,” much of 
which originally appeared in the 
New Yorker, Cosmopolitan, Har- 
per’s Bazaar and other slicks, in- 
creases Miss Winslow’s stature as a 
short story writer and unquestion- 
ably places her among the more 
eloquent fictioneers of this era. 

Ranson. 








“There is no place for artistic tem- 
perament in battle areas.” 

Putting down Noel Coward’s 300- 
odd pages of recollections, one can- 
not help feeling that it is really the 
affection and respect of Noel Cow- 
ard that the author seeks, often 
quite desperately. Down. 


Can Fill A Book Too! 

_A. N. Marquis Co., which pub- 
lishes Who’s Who in America, is 
preparing a compilation of all im- 
portant current prizes, honors and 
awards, to be called “The Blue 
Book of Awards.” Volume will 
cover virtually every field and will 
give details as to the awards, 
donors and winners. 

It’s said to be the first such vol- 
ume in its field, and its publication 
is due, according to the publish- 
ers, to the fact, that such informa- | 
tion up to now can be found only | 
from scattered sources, 











CHATTER 


Mrs. Ruby D. Lindsay new wom- 
en’s editor of the Niagara Falls, | 
Ont., Evening Review. 

Tallulah Bankhead authoring an) 
article for book on Willie Mays, | 
star outfielder of the Giants. 

Elisa Bialk’s latest novel, “Marty 
|Goes to Hollywood,” a sequel to 
| ‘Marty,’ to be published Sept. 20 
by World. 

B. A. Botkin editing “Sidewalks | 
of America,’ an anthology of hu- | 
mor pieces for Bobbs-Merrill fall 
publication. 

Bess Streeter Aldrich, 73, w.k. | 
author who has been hospitalized | 
for several weeks, is in poor*con-| 
dition at Lincoln, Neb. 





George Lichty has compiled his | 


cartoons for McGraw-Hill publica- 


._Bear It.” Joseph Henry Jackson | 
did the intro. 
Radio poetry-reader, David Ross, 


for reading aloud, under the title 
of “Poet’s Gold” which Devin- | 
Adair will publish this fall. 


in-chief of the Irish News Agency, 
named editor of Evening Press; 
new daily to make its debut with | 
guaranteed 100,000 initial circula- 
tion in Dublin, Sept. 1. 


Anatole Chujoy, editor-publisher | 





cago Nat’l Assn. of Dance Masters’ | 


annual convention beginning Sun- 
day (8). He'll lecture to the group 
Sunday on contemporary American 
dance. 

San Diego VarIETY mugg Donald 
Freeman, 


cated in Copley chain on the Coast, 
has a piece in current Quill, “A 
TV Critic Can Always Fall Back 
on Liberace.” 


Paul Henry Lang, Professor of 


Music at Columbia U., is replacing | 
Virgil Thomson as music critic of | 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, starting | 


in October. Thomson quit after 14 
years, and will devote more time 
to composition. 

“Love Is Like That,” short story 
by Bill Ornstein, M-G trade press 
rep, is his latest yarn published in 


'the American Jewish Times Out- | 


tion, under the title of “Grin and | 


has edited an anthology of poems, | 


Douglas Gageby, former editor- | 


of Dance News, to Chi for the Chi- | 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


(While Frank Scully ts vacationing, his column, as usual, will be 
ghosted by his most devoted public—Frank Scully.) 
Hollywood. 

From the beginning, Hollywood had a problem that has by no means 
been solved to this day. In the main its producers knew how to 
handle seasoned troupers, and also knew how to bypass bright young 
things, roughly classified as San Quentin quail. But the town was 
baffled when it found itself stuck with a lady. 

These girls, in fact, were problems to their families, too. One its 
producers didn’t quite know what to do with was Celeste Holm,.an 
actress of far greater range than most. Y 

This one’s case-history I know more intimately than most because 
I happened to marry into the Scandinavian family of which Miss 
Holm is a member. In fact, every time we meet or talk on the tele- 
phone, whieh is not very often, her first greeting is “Cousin!” 

So when I saw the unanimity of good notices which came to her 
after she had opened recently at a hotel in Los Angeles, I put on 
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| my gas mask and drove down from Desert Springs (4,000 feet high; 


nice, clean, pine-laden airi, to Smogland-By-The-Sea. 
Gilt-By-Association, Eh? Not Bad 

As she warmed to her audience and vice-versa, I began to enjoy 
a feeling which I shall describe as gilt-by-association. Her glamor 
seemed to be rubbing off on everybody in the room, the Ringmaster 
of the Scully Circus included. 

After the show, we were discussing show business as a family prob- 
lem. An uncle from Norway visited the family in New York not long 
ago and asked her whatever made her go into acting as a career? 


| Before she could answer, he added, “You know, your grandmother 


wouldn't have liked this at all.” 

It hurt Celeste to hear this because she has always wanted to make 
all the members of her family proud of her, and it never occurred 
to her that her grandmother in Norway might think that an actress 
in the family, however glamorous, however ‘successful, might not be 
viewed with pride. 

Then this uncle went to see Celeste as Gertie Lawrence's sub in 
“The King And I.” He was so carried away by her performance as 
an English lady among the royal rough diamonds of an earlier Thai- 
land that he went backstage afterward, embraced her and _ said, 
“Celeste, that was beautiful! How your grandmother would have 
been proud of you!” 

That there are not enough parts for ladies either on Broadway, 
in Hollywood, or in niteries is sad but true. That if there were enough 
such parts, many actresses wouldn’t want to play them, believing 


| that there is lots more boxoffice appeal in roles a little short of bag- 


slingers ‘and in some cases including them). is also true. 

But Celeste says that she doesn’t enjoy the triumph of evil, even 
in make-believe. She has a great love of family, and of people. too, 
because I have mever heard her talk like a housebroken feline about 


| anybody, even when appraising producers who had obviously handled 


her badly. 

I recall a talk with her after she had won an Academy Oscar for 
her performance in “‘Gentleman’s Agreement.” We agreed that the 
studio toppers would be on the lookout for evidence of the tempera- 
thental star, and that it would be smart to pull a switch and let them 


radio-tv columnist for | 
the San Diego Union and syndi- | 


do all the leading. 

After all, they knew they now had an important property and their 
job was to make it pay off handsomely. How did they use it? Well, 
they dawdied along for eight months not using it at all. Then they 
threw her into the lower levels of “The Snake Pit.” By 1950 she had 
ara the point of being an offscreen voice in “A Letter to Three 

ives.” 

She also, while waiting for her Hollywood producers to make up 
their minds, traveled 21,000 miles in 21 days, entertaining troops in 
| Newfoundland, England, France, Italy, Greece, Tripoli, Morocco and 
Bermuda. 

From there to the saloon set, which has become the bigtime vaude- 
ville of the postwar era, was but a step. She tried out the Persian 
Room at the N.Y. Plaza and when she was finally released from the 
bondage of that velvet rope, she got herseif booked into the Wash- 
ington and Los Angeles Statier hotels. 
| This may seem to be a pretty sad success story for a girl who had 
| Started out as a smash in “Oklahoma” and had done beautifully in 
“The Women,” “The Time of Your Life,” “Papa Is All,” “Bloomer 
Girl,’ “Affairs of State,” and a pleasant piece of fluff called “His 
,; and Hers.” 

Always concerned how her voice comes.over, she told how she 


Noel Coward’s ‘Past Pluperfect’ look for August. Theme is the same auditioned for “Oklahoma.” 


Complimenting the title of his 
first autobiography, “Present In- 
dicative,” Noel Coward calls his 
latest memoirs, “Future Indefinite” 
(Doubleday; $4.50). A better title | 
might have been “Past Pluperfect. ’ | 

Mr. Coward’s earlier recollec- 
tions covered 31 years. “Future 
Indefinite” deals with his activities 
during the war years, 1939-1945. 
This book is fashioned, apparently, 
from diaries and a Kodak-memory. 
It is written with a splendid deter- 
mination to omit nothing that hap- 
pened to the author, and it is 
braced with some wit and soph- 
omoric high spirits. 

One cannot and would aot de-, 
tract from Coward’s very consider- | 
able contribution to the war effort 
through his myriad personal ap- 
pearances before Allied troupes in| 
various parts of the globe. The lot | 


of the front-line entertainer was | 
always less than beer and skittles, | 
and Coward was a valued principal | 
figure in wartime morale-building. | 


He deserves all the bows he takes. | 


His book is at its best when he | 
remembers Maxine Elliot, offers, 
vivid glimpses of Gertrude Law- | 
rence, or when he writes affection- | 
ately of Paris. Coward is painfully 
irritating when he patronizes | 
American “agriculture students” 
and their square dances. In mak- 
ing amends for his celebrated slap 
at Brooklyn soldiers in his ‘‘Middie 
East Diary,” the author cannot re- 
sist sniping at the late Mayor La- 
Guardia, at once displaying poor 
taste and an ignorance of local pol- 
itics. 

While bombs and names drop 
with sickening regularity in his 
paragraphs, Coward spares himself 
very little. He admits to sulkiness, 
sometimes even to flashes of tem- 
per in line of duty. And he sup- 
plies this penetrating observation: | 


! 








|final tribute 


as employed in his “Ma and Me” | 


and “Deep Currents’ books. 


Richard E. Rentz elected presi- 
dent and general manager of New 


Castle News Co., New Castle, Pa.., | 


succeeding his father, the late 
Jacob F. Rentz. Mrs. Jessie T. An- 
derson elected chairman of the 
board, and J. Fred Rentz, Jr., sec- 
retary. 

Pudge Heffelfinger, Yale All- 
American, who wrote “This Was 


Football,” as told to John McCal-. 


lum, is uniquely fortified by a fore- 
word by Grantland Rice; an intro- 
duction by Chet La Rocne; and a 


Barnes. publishing. 

Philip Maxwell, editorial promo- 
tion manager of the Chicago Trib- 
une and director of its annual 


| Chicagoland Music Festival, au-'! 
thored a book of verse and prose. 


titled “One, Two, Three, Strike,” 
which Clarion Printers in Napier- 
ville, Ill., is bringing out Aug. 18. 

Kenneth-Kramer, executive edi- 
tor of “Business Week, addressed 
the Schenectady Kiwanis Club on 
“How Consumers Feel About Buy- 
ing Today.” One-time Washington 
editor of the Wall Street Journal, 
Kramer is a member of the edi- 
torial board of McGraw-Hill Pub- 
lishing Co. 

Helen McGill Tubbs, former 
VARIETY muggess in Rome, back in 


by Joe Williams. ! 


Who Was She, Anyway? 
} “y sang ‘Who is Sylvia?,"’ she said, and howled at the innocence 
of such an effort. 

I didn’t think it was such a blooper. After all, the song had stood 
up for 400 years. When it didn’t quite overwhelm Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein, she tried Grieg and Schubert. 

This range amazed R & H, but Dick Rodgers thought that the part 
called for someone who could sing loud and funny. So she sang 
loud and funny. Her performance as a lusty and light-hearted Annie 
in “Oklahoma” has remained to this day the right way to play that 
part. Why didn’t Hollywood pick her for it? 

This fall she goes into a tv series called “Honestly, Celeste.” She 
should do well in situation comedy. Loretta Young liked it, and 
that should be sufficient inspiration for Celeste. 

“Here’s Sand In Your Champagne!” 

Celeste’s humor is native, not synthetic. About five years ago, at 
'a premiere of “Chicken Every Sunday,” held in Tucson, she was 
asked to christen a new flagship of the American Airlines. She was 
wearing a babyblue suede cowgirl outfit. It was in the middle of 
winter and a mean wind was blowing, so she put on a new mink coat 
to protect herself from the cold. As she smacked the champagne 
bottle on the nose of the ship, the wind reversed its field and blew 
sand and champagne all over her. 

The ceremony over, the photographers gone, she repaired to the 
side of the runway and sat down beside us. Her coat and her beau- 
tiful babyblue cowgirl outfit were a mess of sand and goo. She turned 
to Mme. Scully, an authority on all family problems, and said, “Alice, 
tell me, how do you get champagne out of mink?” 

There was a moment of baffled awe, and then they broke into a 
bellylaugh that could have been heard by coyotes in Tombstone. 

I suspect her own question made her feel that perhaps it was time 
to get out of Hollywood for a while. Caviar, champagne and mink— 
the eternal problems of Hollywood—seemed a little incompatible with 
her grandmother’s idea of a lady. 


— —— 





the States, residing with her aunt | 


in Minneapolis, her home town. 
Mrs. Tubbs brought back the body 
of her actor-husband, William 
Tubbs, for burial in the U.S. He 


was a prolific multi-lingual film. 
player on the Continent until sud- | 


denly stricken last year. Robert 
F. Hawkins (Hawk.) has _ since 
set up a VARIETY bureau in Rome. 


George Frazier has been focus- | 


ing on the music business in his 
latest mag pieces. Current issue 
of Vogue has an article on Tin Pan 


Alley personalities, covering both {and the Newspaper Engraving Go., 

the songwriting and disking phases. Grand Rapids. 
| Frazier is now preparing a piece| Georgia H. Cooper, who edited 
/on album liners for Saturday Night! four magazines for Skye Publica- 
| mag. | tions, has left the outfit. Dan Blue, 
Federated Publications Inc., Bat-|former associate editor on_ the 
tle Creek, Mich., has purchased] quartet, is now editor of True 
the Lafayette (Ind.) Journal &/} Crime and Police Detective. Wil- 
Courier, daily with circulation of} liam Carrington Guy, another for- 
more than 40,000. Federated also | mer associate ed of the group, is 
now editor of the other two mags, 


}owns the Lansing State Journal, 
and True 


| Bate Creek Enquirer &..News,| Women In 
, Radio Station WELL, Battle Creek, | Mystery. 


Crime 
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Broadway 


Hortensia Rivas, columnist Louis 
Sobol’s secretary, weds NEA col- 
umnist Dick Kleiner Aug. 7. . 

Earl Blackwell, prez of Celebrity 
Service, to Europe and the Venice 
Film Festival which starts Aug. 22. 

Pietro Bullio, Scalera Film, prez, 
returned to Rome Saturday (31) on 
the Cristoforo Colombo after a six- 
week U. S. stay. 

Charles Levy, ad-pub head of 
Walt Disney Productions, off on 
vacation swing of Germany, Eng- 
land and France. 

Ruth and Monroe Greenthal 
hosting their annua! Westchester 
brawl Friday-the-13th when show 
biz moves to Scarsdale. 

Elizabeth Winston, artists’ rep, 
flew yesterday (Tues.) to Sicily on 
biz. Will stop in Milan before re- 
turning to N. Y. end of August. _ 

The late producer-publicist Mi- 
chael Mindlin’s daughter, Con- 
stance, engaged to James W. Hart- 
man; she’s now with the Damon 
Runyon Memorial Fund. 

Union Dime Savings Bank seek- 
ing Frederick Sumner Logan, last 
known address 1 W. 69 St., who has 
unclaimed balance. He’s a writer, 
since believed gone to Hollywood. 

Ram Gopal, Hindu dancer not 
seen in the U.S. since 1938, arrived 
in N. Y. last weekend for appear- 


ances at Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Festival, Lee, Mass., next week 
(11-14). 

George Jessel, just returned 
from a European trip, complained 
about the mosquitoes in_ Israel: 


“They were bigger than Abe Last- 
fogel and anybody else in the en- 
tire Morris office.” 

Wil Marcus, veepee of Loucks & 
Norling Studios, bought the 18- 
room Scarsdale estate of Robert K. 
Haas, executive veepee of Random 
House. It includes over six acres, 
plus gardener’s cottage. 

Steve Allen, who married Jayne 
Meadows this past weekend, is of 
a show biz family; his mother was 
known as Belle Montrose on the 
stage and his late father, Billy Al- 
len, was a vaude singer. : 

Larry Parks and his actress-wife, 
Betty Garrett; actor Richard Bur- 
ton, Metopera singer Robert Mer- 
rill and E. R. (Ted) Lewis, man- 
aging director of British Decca, 
in from Europe Monday (2) on the 
Queen Elizabeth. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 

Larry Adler back to England for 
longhair recording sessions. : 

Hazel Scott topping Moulin 
Rouge nitery vaude show here. 

“Greatest Show On Earth” (Par) 
being reissued here in four first- 
runs. 

Jane Russell coming in for ex- 
teriors on pic, “Gentlemen Marry 
Brunettes,”” in September. 

Line Renaud up for possible lead 
in London presentation of “Can- 
Can.”? Miss Renaud is the top disk 
name here. , 

Olympia Music Hall goes magico 
with its next show, composed only 
of prestidigitation numbers head- 
lined by hypno Le Grand Robert. 

U. S. film biz personalities here 
are Carmel Myers, Thelma Jordan, 
Muriel Berkson and Alfred W. 
Schwalberg, Miss Myers’ husband 
and head of Par distribution. 

Samia Gamal signed by the Mar- 
quis de Cuevas to appear with his 
company at the Sarah Bernhardt 
Theatre in September in a special 
Oriental ballet written for her. 

Olivia De Havilland heads back 
to Hollywood, after her stint on 
the Anglo-Spanish pic, “That 
Lady,” for a top role in United 
Artists’ pic, “Not As A Stranger.” 

Morris Novik, U. S. radio con- 
sultant, here from London for a 
few days when he repped ffe U. S. 
at a UNESCO conference on the 
use of tv for educational and labor 
purposes. 


Glenn E. Wallichs, Capitol Rec- | 
ords prexy, being feted by Pathe | 


Marconi, Capitol distrib here. Goes 


on by auto to Rome, Naples, Flor- | 


ence, Venice, Stuttgart, Frankfort, 
Amsterdam, Hamburg, Copenhagen, 
saedee. and then to the U. S. Sept. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Lionel Hampton combo played 
one-night Auditorium date. 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “The Curious Savage.” 
“Hippodrome of 1955,” roller- 
skater-water show, set for St. Paul 
Auditorium Oct. 26-31. 
Lanny Ross held over at Hotel 


Radisson Flame Room which has’ 


comic Will Jordan and_ singer 
Giselle MacKenzie underlined to 
follow in that order. 


Theatre-in-Round here to pre-| 


sent “My Three Angels,” “I Killed 
the Count,” “Time of Cuckoo.” 
“Death Takes a Holiday” and “Bell, 
Book and Candle” 
season. 


For first time in long history, Old! inked for Aug 10-14 


Log strawhatter offering initial 
production of new play anywhere, 
“Only Young Twice,” by Bob Mur- 
phy, Minneapolis Star-Tribune film 
editor-critic, ~ Set for two weeks, 
starting Aug. 4. 

Entire. Nicollet Park capacity 
sold out in two hours on first come- 
first served basis for Aug. 12 ex- 
hibition baseball game _ between 
Minneapolis A. A. team and New 
York Giants, its parent club, with 
many people standing in line ail 
night. It’s Giants’ first appearance 
here since it acquired franchise 
five years age. 


San Francisco 


By Ralph Gleason 
Charles Washburn up from L. A. 
in advance of “Seven Year Itch”. 
Eddie Laguna, of Gene Norman 
Presents record firm, in town visit- 
ing deejays and Bob Chatton, local 
distributor. 
Kenneth Dodson, who wrote 
“Away All Boats” which was pur- 
chased by Universal, here to see 
drama eds and radio interviewers. 
Irena Brynner, Frisco jeweiry 
designer and cousin of Yul, was 
robbed of $50 by an armed prowler 
who broke into her Marina apart- 
ment during the night. 
Courtney Burr, producer of 
“Seven Year Itch,” in from N. Y. 
for opening at the Geary Monday 
(2) and host to press at a cocktail 
party prior to performance. 
Walter Herbert, former San 
Franciscan until recently director 
of the New Orleans Opera Co., 
here to visit his mother. Next 
season Herbert will direct operas 
in Shreveport, La. 


Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 

Quarterdeck theatre offering 
“Yes, My Darling Daughter” with 
Vera Tatum this week. 

Elena Nickolaidi featured Tues- 
day (3) at seventh annual Ventnor 
Summer Music Festival. 

Jean Carroll and Russell Arms 
into Steel Pier vaudeville with 
Charlie Spivak in Marine ballroom. 

Sally Joan Waller’ picked as 
“Miss New Jersey” here Saturday 
(31), with Al Owens, WMID dee- 
jay acting as m.c. 

Atlantic City Boy Scout Council 
benefits from performance of Jolfn 
Harris Ice Capades Monday (2),-an 
annual gesture by the show’s pro- 
ducer. 

“One Touch of Venus” opened 
Aug. 3 at Gateway Musical Play- 
house in surburban Somers Pcint 
featuring Margot Moser, Arthur 


Hammond. 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 

Raul and Eva Reyes back here 
for first time in years for an An- 
kara stand. 

Mission Players lost one of their 
strawhat actors, Jimmy Spino, to 
the Army. 

Norma Winters back to her old 
spot, the White Barn Theatre, for 
“Elizabeth Sleeps Out.” 

Earl Gordon, manager of the 
Squirrel Hill, joined his family at 
Crystal Beach, Canada. 
| McKeesport’s girl  bullfighter, 
| Bette Ford, will be starred in a 
WB color featurette based on her 
career. 

Mrs. Evan Evans, of dancing 
Evans Family, went home from 
West Penn Hospital after major 
surgery. 

Sheila Bond to Lido Beach Club 
as guest of Sid Caesars after fin- 
ishing “Wish You Were Here” at 
Pitt Stadium. 

WDTV general manager Harold 
Lund’s mother flew to Hollywood 
to visit her granddaughter, the for- 
mer Shirley Stevenson. 

Vogue Terrace has big lineup for 
September: Julius LaRosa, Billy 





Kallen comes in next October. 





Dick Cvetic, who now manages a 

theatre in Fargo, N. D., home on 
| vacation; he’s the son of Matt 
Cvetic, who was “a Communist for 
the F.B.I.” 
_ Bill Krot, who got his start here 
in summer opera chorus eight 
years ago, now stage manager for 
outdoor Music Theatre, Highland 
Park, II. 


Portland, Ore. 


Dell O'Dell, Charles Carrer and 
Red Watson at Latin Quarter. 
Oregon Film Men will have their 
annual golf tourney at Tualitan 
|} Aug. 10-11. 
Arthur Lee Simpkins and The 
|Glenns at Amato’s Supper Club for 
three weeks. 
| George Amato flew to San Fran- 
|cisco to catch opening of Frank 
| Sennes’ Minsky Follies 
Woody Herman and Third Herd 








jopened a week's date at Jantzen 


| Beach Balircom last night 


; 


in fall-winter | Auditorium for 


Tues 
Ralph Meeker in “Picnic” at the 
ori three days Aug. 3-5 
for William Duggan. “King and I” 


Daniels and Harry Belafonte. Kitty | 


London 


Metro’s new picture house at 
“Aberdeen, whic had opening 
junket July 26, is fitted with the 
second British Perspecta sound in- 
stallation. 

-Gala-preem skedded for “Caine 
Mutiny” at Leicester Square Odeon 
Aug. 12, with stars and top brass 
from the U. S. and Royal navies 
expected. 

A new D’Oyly Carte season of 
Gilbert and Sullivan operas opens 
at the Savoy later this month fol- 
lowing “Angels in Love” which 
folds this week. 

Eddie Vitch, originally in Folies 
Bergere revue, “Paris to Picca- 
dilly,” signed up for its 40-week 
tour following his return to Lon- 
don from the U. S. 

Patric Doonan to replace Rich- 
ard Attenborough in Agatha Chris- | 
tie’s record-breaker, “The Mouse- 
trap,” when star ankles thriller 
next month for film stint. 

Val Parnell’s seventh Palladium 
pantomime is to be “Mother 
Goose,” starring Max Bygraves, 
Richard Hearne, with Margaret 
Burton making her West End de- 
but as Principal Boy. 

Frakson returns to England 
after several years absence, open- 
ing at the Savoy Hotel Aug. 2 for 
two weeks with option. Then he 
starts vaudeville tours for Moss 
Empires and Stoll theatres. 

Passengers to N. Y. last week in- 
cluded Ben Schrift, Roberta Mac- 
Donald, Robert Merrill, Richard 
Burton, Larry Parks, with incom- 
ers including Patricia Medina, 
John Blake, John Fischer, Eugene 
Spaulding and William Cowles. 

John Van Druten’s “Bell, Book 
and Candle” goes into rehearsal 
soon for a pre-London tour in Sep- 
tember. Lilli Palmer and Rex Har- 
rison are set for their original 
roles, with Athene Seyler, Liam 
Redmond and David Evans in sup- 
port. 

Exclusive Pictures signed Eva 
Bartok to star in new film, “Break 
in the Circle,” in which Stirling 
Hayden will play opposite her. 
Scripted by Val Guest, who is also 
director, film starts shooting Aug. 
16, with locations in Hamburg and 
Cornwall. 

Cicely Courtneidge and Jack 
Hulbert are to co-star in a new 
comedy thriller, ‘‘Miss Tulip Stays 
the Night,” being filmed by Jaywell 
Productions. It is to be directed by 
Leslie Arliss. Other players in- 
clude A. E. Matthews, Diana Dors, 
Patrick Holt. 

Syndicate Halls, operated. by 
Gerard Heath, experiments with 
No. 2 revues during the summer 
months, instead of the usual vaude- 
ville shows, as a stopgap. This year 
these shows have proved a very 
profitable proposition, attributed 
primarily to the inclement weather. 


Fire Island 


By Mike Gross 

Arnold Auerbach guesting at the 
Herman Wouks in Seaview. 

Legit producer Mort Gottlieb in 
for a two-day stand with the 
Arthur Cantors. 

Red Buttons pacing the head- 
gear fashion for the beach with a 
plaid tam topped by a white pom- 
pom, 

Among the weekenders:. Tele 
thesp Frank Baxter, Hill & Range 
exec Arnold Shaw, and flack Mar- 
vin Frank. 

Tele producer Irving Mansfield 
traded in a weekend at the Con- 
cord (N. Y.) for his debut stay at 
Ocean Beach. 

Record company reps on the 
beach: Jack Lewis (RCA Victor), 
Arthur Shimkin (Bell), and Jerry 
Wexler (Atlantic). 

Goldie moves his Fire Island 
—_e operation to Gotham in the 

a 
| Club, eastside nitery. 
Tele scripters Everett Green- 
|}baum (“Mr. Peepers”) and Regi- 
nald Rose (“Studio One’) trekked 
|to Ocean Beach from Fair Harbor 
| Saturday to 0.0. the night life. 
| Publisher Herbert E. Marks in 
from Ocean Bay Park for the same 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Al Freeman, Sands Hotel, Las 
Vegas, publicity director, here to 
visit ailing mother. 

Arnold Orsatti, proprietor of Or- 
satti’s midtown cafe, has reopened 
his Somers Point, N.J., seashore 
spot. 

Julie Gibson, danseuse at the 
Wedge, made principal address at 
luncheon meeting Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. 

National convention of Veterans 
| Foreign Wars hiked entertainment 
|in bars, clubs and film houses by 
| bringing in estimated 50,000 vets. 
Willard Keefe, press rep of 








).| Theatre Guild, in to do missionary 


| work for coming Guild-American 
| Theatre Society subscription sea- 
son 

Edward S. Barsky, local MGM, 





when he takes over the Q) 
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Records distrib, took over distrib- 
ution of Victor’s Label X. and 


by Lou Borstein, t ce hers 

Lester Vihon and Martin 
O’Shaughnessy held preview re- 
ception for disk jockeys and press 
at Hotel Warwick (27) for new 
Recordland magazine. 


Ainens 
By Irene Velissariou 

Berta Kardova at the Argentina. 

Great folk dancers. returned from 
successful tour of Israel. 

Andrew Nezeritis in from a long; 
successful tour of U. S., England 
and France. 

Christine Verssel and Sylvio 
Siveira playing Athens nightclubs 
and the Athens radio station. 

Hun,garian pianist George Wes- 
serly, in from Copenhagen, will be 
heard over Athens Radio Station. 

“They Knew What They Want- 
ed” at the Rialto, with Helen 
Hatzearguyre and Nico Tzoya 
starred. 

Robert Rossen, here on visit, 
offered Katina Paxinou a role in 





“Alexander the Conqueror,” his 
next film. 
National Symphony concerts 


every Monday night at Herodous of 
Attica Theatre draws mostly long- 
hair fans. 

“Hippolytos,” ancient Greek dra- 
ma presention in the Epidavros 
Theatre, was tops here with 10,000 
patrons from Athens.and nearby 
cities as well as many tourists. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
urner Layton in for stint at 
Theatre Royal, Dublin. 

Seamus Kelly, in John Huston's 
“Moby Dick,” hospitalized. ; 

Abbeyite Ronnie Wash opening 
recording studios in Dublin. 

Radio Eireann Symphony Orch 
will do northern Ireland tour this 
fall. 

The Capitol in Dublin will be 
first Irish cinema to install Vista- 
Vision. 

Peter D. Rackow, director of 
Cinema Films, broke bone in his 
foot while vacationing in France. 

Scottish chirper Robert Wilson, 
currently on stint here, slated for 
three-month U.S. and Canada swing 
this fall. 


Comedienne Maureen Potter 
sicklisted and out of Jimmy 
O’Dea’s August revue “Old Ac- 


quaintance,” at Dublin Gaiety. 

Brendan Smith staging three for 
Butlin’s Holiday Camp at Mosney 
— “Whiteheaded Boy” (Lennox 
Robinson), ““French Without Tears” 
(Terence Rattigan) and “Love in 
a Mist” (Kenneth Horne), 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Maria Aranda in Barcelona in 
search for 15 gypsies to form a 
Spanish Ballet for Paris dates. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in from 
Rome, stopped overnight in Madrid. 
He left for Malaga for a long rest. 

Ismael Merlo legit company at 
the Carrion in Valladolid with 
“Life in a Block,” play by Carlos 
Llopis. 

Adolfo Torrado’s new legit play, 
“My Spinster’s Flat,” with Mer- 
cedes Barranco, Maercedes Mon- 
terrey and Mario de Bustos. 

Mercedes Vecino with new show, 

“Cabalgata Cinematografica,” at 
the Calderon. Plays leads herself. 
Manolo el Malagueno and Paul 
Cancio are in cast. 
_ Gloria Swanson and Lois Wilson 
in town and made a personal ap- 
pearance at Monterrey nitery em- 
ceed by journalist Vic Rueda who 
came along with them from Ma- 
drid. The two former pic stars 
are well remembered here from 
the time of silent pix. 











O’Brien’s Expecations 


Continued from page 5 








ture Export Assn. will ask for free 
transfer of U. S. film monies from 
Britain. One potential stumbling 
block has been British production 
by the American companies. With 
remittances running to around $22,- 
000,000 annually, the Hollywood 
outfits have an incentive to invest 
their blocked earnings locally in 
production. With convertibility a 
fact, this incentive would no longer 
exist. 

O’Brien said employment in 
British studios had settled down 
to a steady level after a 12,000 drop 
from 1946 during which period 
five studios shuttered. He was sat- 
isfied with the quality of British 
films, he commented, which are 
doing increasingly well in their na- 
tive country. There was no need to 
raise the present quota, he thought, 
unless it was done as a wedge to 
force American labor to grant free 
trading privileges to the British 
industry. 





Groove platters, formerly handled 


. Jack. Carson back from tw 
‘trip: to Ses and Minneapolis” * 
a arx yore in good 
condition at St. John’ i 
Santa Monica. * hospital, 
Donaa Reed rushed by cha 
plane from Jackson Hole, Wo, to 
e or eme 
— he 4 jarcptnee 
rving Bérlin in from W " 
ton, D. C. for further Gintahe 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
pialph Bella 
p éllamy, prexy of Act 
Equity Assn. and Chorus Equity 
Assn., arrived for annual meeting 
of coast membership. 


Cleveland 


Marty Cain, indie booker former- 
ly with Frank Sennes agency, ill 
and in Mt. Sinai Hospital for ob- 
servation. 

Sam Costell¢ looking over new 
Westgate shopping centér for a 
site to open new Arthur Murray 
branch dance studio. 

Four Aces at Sky-Way and rest 
of town’s nitery talent doubled 
July 29 in Fun For Funds Fair, 
outdoor charity mardi gras. 

Johnny Huntington, former 
bandmaster-booker, sold his home 
here and is moving to Detroit to 
open liquor package store in 
Grosse Point. 

Steve Mosberger, one-time local 
prizefighter, had new song tabbed 
“Little Sleepy Head,” published 
by Doolie-Williams Co. and waxed 
by Georgia Brown on Dootone disk. 

Val Novak made new head of 





Koehl, Landis and Landan ad 
agency, ,which handles _ several 
niteries here. Succeeds his boss, 


Russ Rowan, promoted to account 
exec post in New York. 

Perry Como, here for “Star 
Night,” partied by Tony Carlone, 
biz agent for musicians’ local. Long 
friendship dates back to era when 
Como began crooning in band 
formed by Freddy Carlone, brother 


Cape Cod 


Bx Earl J. Dias 


Rocky Marciano at Manomet. 

Edgar Bergen and family visiting 
in Hyannis. 

Roland Winters vacationing on 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

Steve Cochran at 
“Heaven Can Wait.” 

Margaret Truman at Falmouth 
Playhouse to do “Autumn Crocus.” 

Arthur Sircom has completed his 
directing chore at Somerset Play- 
house. 

Dennis King is at Dennis to re- 
hearse for his appearance next 
week in “My 3 Angels.” 

“Oklahoma” in successful second 
week at Richard Aldrich’s Cape 
Cod Melody Tent, Hyannis. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 

Ruth Roman went to Turin to 
start work in Lewis Milestone’s 
“The Widow.” 

Xavier Cugat, Abbe Lane and 
troupe due,in for series of shows 
in Rome's Foro Italico. 

Reissue of Richard Thorpe’s 
“Tarzan Escapes” lists Johnny 
Weissmuller as “the real Tarzan.” 

Lucienne Boyer. spotlighted in 
new show at the Belvedere delie 
Rose, fashionable local alfresco 
nitery. 

Nino Taranto and Dolores Pa- 
lumbo into Casina delle ‘Rose 
nitery, using their winter revue 
material. 

Rossana Podesta, Helen in WB 
locally shot’ “Helen of Troy,” 
injured her ankle in crowd scene; 
injury is third in pic. 

Ingrid Bergman slated to start 
new pic soon. Titled “Fear,” it 
will be shot in Germany with Ro- 
berto Rossellini directing. 

Vittorio DeSica back at work 
here, starring opposite Gina Lollo- 
brigida in “Bread Love, and 
Dreams” followup pic __ titled 
“Bread Love and Jealousy.” Luigi 
Comencini will direct the Titanus- 
Girosi production. 


Memphis 
By Matty Brescia 
Tex Beneke crew to Hotel 


Claridge’s Magnolia Roof for two 
weeks. 





Dennis in 


for WJTV, Jackson, Miss., here 00 
biz trip. 

Jim Ownby, skipper of WJXN, 
Jackson, Miss., checked in here 
enroute to Phoenix, to open his 
new daytimer, KONI, at Arizona. 

Tom O’Neil, Mutual prexy, an 
aide Johnny Poole in town hosting 
staffers of WHBQ and WHBQ-TV 
aed properties of General Tele- 
radio. 

Prencess Nelson, Memphis model 
here for rest from the Copa line, 
will judge the Miss Tennessee 
Beauty Pagent at Jackson this 





week. 


Frank Willis, commercial chief © 
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WILLIAM P. RAOUL 
William P. Raoul, former general 
cretary-treasurer, of the Interna- 

a al Allianee of Theatrical Stage 
ae jloyvees an Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of the U. S. 
and Canada, died July 26 in 
atlanta, Ga. He became a projec- 
tionist while a student at Georgia 

was appointed to At- 


‘+h and 
ae first board of examiners of 


in 1909. - 
MPM 910, Raoul joined Atlanta 
stage Employees Local 41 of 


ATSE and helped establish Opera- 

= Local 5 in 1911. He was 
its first secretary and then its pres- 
jdent for many years. In 1918, he 
was appointed an International 
representative and was active in 
building up that org’ in south. He 
was named assistant International 
prexy when Richard F. Walsh took 
over the presidency in- 1941. and 
was elected general secretary- 
treasurer in 1945, serving from 
then until poor health forced his 
retirement last August. 


DANIEL HAYNES 

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Haynes, 60, 
a clergyman who was aiso a legi 
and film actor, died July 28 i 
Kingston, N. Y., of a heart attack. 
His legit appearances ineluded a 
five-vear run on Broadway and 
on tour in “The Green Pastures.” 
He played two supporting roles 
in the original production of the 
Mare Connelly drama and was cast 





OBITUARIES 





an automobile crash. He had 
joined KOVR this summer after 
serving as an account executive of 
KJBS, San Francisco, for some 
time. Prior to that, he had served 
in the U. S. Navy and was with 
ABC in Chicago. 

Surviving are his wife, the for- 
mer Patsy Lee of Don McNeil’s 
“Breakfast Club,” and the couple’s 
six-months-old daughter. 


CHARLES ROSSKAM 

Charles Rosskam, 81, retired 
theatrical agent, died July 29, in 
Wildwood Crest, N. J. He directed 
and managed the Chicago Stock 
Co., touring with that group for 
30 years, appearing in 29 states 
and Canada. He was also manager 
of the Nixon and Regent Theatres 
in Wildwood. 

A daughter and a son survive. 


CHARLES COTTLE- 
Charles Cottle, 53, a member of 
the Balaban & Katz Theatre organ- 
ization for 25 years, died July 26 
in Chicago. For the last 10 years 
he had been a B&K district man- 
ager in charge of the chain’s West 
Side theatres in Chicago. 
to joining BE&K, he was a drummer 
with Ted Lewis’ band. 
Survived by wife and son. 


JOHN G. LYMAN 
John Gardner Lyman, 53, stage 














and radio-tv writer, died July 26'- Ss 
: /actor who was general manager of 
in New York after a three-year ill- | the Miles Theatre chain in Detroit 


In Remembrance 


BARRETT H. CLARK 


August 5, 1953 


His Staff at D.P.S. 


as De Lawd when the play was 
revived several seasons ago. 

Early in his career Dr. Haynes 
had roles in “The Bottom of the 
Cup” and “Earth.” In 1938 he ap- 
peared in “Androcles and _ the 
Lion,” put on in the Lafayette 
Theatre in Harlem by the Federal 
Theatre Project. He played the 
lead in “Hallelujah,” the first all- 
Negro pic. Among other films in 
which he was seen were “So Red 
the Rose,” “Escape From Devil’s 
Island.” “The -Last Mile” and 
“Androcles and the Lion.” 

Wife survives. 





JOSEPH H, CURTIS 

Joseph H, Curtis, 37, vice presi- 
dent of the Donahue & Coe ad 
agency and son of Jack Cohn, 
executive veepee of Columbia Pic- 
tures, died of a heart attack July 
31 in Mount Kiseo, N. Y. Long a 
cardiac sufferer, he was stricken 
at his father’s farm in nearby 
Katonah, N. Y. Prior to joining 
Donahue & Coe, he was v.p. of 
Weiss & Geller, also an ad agency. 

Surviving besides his father and 
mother are his wife, Jewel, 
retired from the stage upon her 
Marriage; two sons and two broth- 
ers, One, Ralph, heads Columbia’s 
Screen Gems affiliate, and Robert 
Cohn is a Columbia studio associ- 
ate producer. 





LLOYD A, PIXLEY 

Lloyd A. Pixley, 54, part owner 
of W LOK and WLOK-TV in Lima, 
G. died in Columbus, July 30. Be- 
ieee his broadcasting interests, he 
“as a civic leader in Columbus and 
a manufacturer, 

Pixley Joined his father in the 
electrical business, was executive 
'n four electric companies and was 
. district manager in Detroit for 
General Electric. He was owner 
and president of WCOL-AM-FM in 
Columbus from 1944 until 1952 

Survived 
three sons. 





' _JEANNE GUSTAVISON 
the St 2 Gustavison, who sang in 
os. Louis Municipal Opera for 
cop; /Secutive years, died of can- 
tired that city July 29. She re- 
Sennen 1944 to “make room for 
Staton singers” according to her 
ae om to production director 
: ennedy. 
heres Gustavison rever revealed 
Winton She spent a number of 
ti aan asons In road shows work- 
8 of New York. 





RICHARD J. LIFVENDAHL 
Chard J. Lifvendahl, 26, sales- 





' 


| 
| 





ness. In collaboration with Roman 


Bohnen he wrote the three-act | 


play “Incubator,” which was pro- 
duced on Broadway in 1932. 

Lyman also wrote “Bacon’s Re- 
bellion,” a production of the Group 
Theatre. 





KUY KENDALL 
Kuy Kendall, 60, retired actor- 
dancer, died July 21 in Hollywood, 
following a heart’attack. He had 


been a choreographer for the 
Shuberts and danced with the 
Dolly Sisters in the Ziegfeld 
Follies. 


Kendall also assisted in staging 
shows at the Masquers in Holly- 
wood. <3 





HARVEY C. HODGENS 


Harvey C. Hodgens, theatre 
architect who designed the Tower 
Theatre, in Upper Darby, Pa., and 
100 other film and _ playhouses, 
died July 30 in Philadelphia. 

Hodgens, who was nationally 
known for his theatre architectural 
work, was also prominent as a 


who | Naval architect. His wife and a 


sister survive. 





TOM HEARN 
Tom Hearn, 75, known as the 
Lazy Juggler, died July 26 in Lon- 
don. Coming from a theatrical 


family, all of whom appeared witb | 


Prior | 


Nemo” and “Ben Hur” in th 1 
1900’s. . hres 


Surviving are three’sisters and a 
brother. 


(MISS) BILLY TICHENOR 





Mrs. Jerome H. Cargill, 54, for- | 


mer musicomedy ingenue and 
vaudevilli n, professionally known 
as Billy Tichenor, died July 20 in 
New York. During her career she 
had worked for the Shuberts and 
Florenz Ziegfeld. 

Her husband, Jerome H. Cargill, 
a@ packager-producer, survives. 





RUTH ARELL 
_Ruth Arell, 47, show biz publi- 
cist and freelance writer, died July 
31 in New York, after a long ill- 


ness. She had been with the Mur-. 





| 


MARRIAGES 


Mimi Cooper to Dave Murray, 
Pittsburgh, July 23. He’s news- 
caster and program head at WENS. 

Grace Weisberg to Jack Weil, 
Pittsburgh, July 24. He’s tv head 
of Friedman-Rich ad agency. 

Virginia Lawnizak to Don 
D’ Aquila, Pittsburgh, July 31. He’s 
with Stanley Warner Theatres. 

Marjorie Morse to Milton Saul. 
New York, July 31. He's an analyst 
with Metro’s eastern story depart- 


| ment. 


_Anne Fleischman Bernays to Jus- 
tin D. Kaplan, New York, July 29. 
Bride is an editor and daughter of 
publicist Edward-L. Bernays; he’s 
also an editor. , 

Susan Ellenn Ott to- John C. 


iel Francis office for the past_seven Faulkner III, Petoskey, Mich., re- 
years as press rep for music per- | cently. Bride is director of Keene 


sonalities. 
Husband and a sister survive. 





RALPH CARE ., 

Ralph Care, 36, lyricist, died 
July 22 in New Yorke He wrote “A 
Penny A Kiss,” “Blue December,” 
“It’s Not for You” and “I Envy,” 
among other tunes. e 


| 


Children’s Theatre, Keene, N.H. 


; Jayne Meadows to Steve Allen, 


| Waterford, Conn., July 31, Both are 
'tv performers. 


| 





- BIRTHS 


|. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Tusher, daugh- 
| ter, 


North Hollywood. July 29. 


Surviving are his wife and a Father is a radio commentator. 


daughter. 





| New 


Mr. and Mrs. John Springer, son, 
York, July 29. Mother is 


Shep Waldman, 59, former book- ‘singer Monica Lane; father is an 


er with the Harry and Herman 
Weber office and onetime straight- 
man in burlesque, died July 24 in 
Hollywood. His brothers, Ted and 
Al, were blackface comics and his 
sister, Thelma, a pianist. 








Thomas H. Ealand, 69, former 


RKO publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Terrance Mullin, 
| daughter, Hollywood, July 29. Mrs. 
Mullin is the daughter of Mrs. Her- 
bert T. Kalmus. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bob Berry, son, 
San Antonio, July 28. Father is on 
commercial staff of KITE in that 
| City. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Piper, daugh- 





| addition to her husband she left | 


in | ter, Houston, Tex., July 19. Father 
F seth tay pe sea pn. Pgh is staffer with KTRH there. 


‘ ia euptird..| .2ar. and Mrs. Herb Gold, seri, 
| tent leet eee ona hier ong Hollywood, July 30 .Father is an 
} 


| agent in the Louis Shurr office. 
| Mr. and Mrs. William Mertz. 





| 


j 
| 
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Labor Envoy — 


=a Continued from page 5 =——eaat 
sary.” He added that Britain might 
be forced to adopt retaliatory 
measures such as the raising of the 
eurrent quota (which he considers 
adequate for the moment to pro- 
tect British industry interests). 

“It’s ridiculous to maintaim that 
tv films made in Britain seriously 
impair Hollywood employment,” 
he held. “At the present, the num- 
ber of tv films made in British 
studios would take wp less than 
1° of the time available on Amer- 
ican networks. And yet, look at 
the U.S. record in FPritain where 
70% of the films shown on the 
screens come from America and an 
increasing number of Hollywood 
productions find their way onto the 
BBC programs.” 

Indicative of the seriousness 
with which such “outsiders” as the 





Motion Picture Export Asssn. con-~ 


|sider the matter is the reception 


accorded O’Brien during his stay 
here. In-N.Y. yesterday (Tues.) he 
was guest of honor at a luncheon 


‘thrown for him by the MPEA and 


| for talks with MPEA prexy 


| 


| J. Myles Putnam, 50, former ac- | daughter, Columbus, July 28. 
;tor and theatrical manager, was father is a disk jockey 
found dead July 28 in his New) Mr. and Mrs. David Polland,* 


| York apartment. He had a — 
| wound under his chin and a .22- ; Jul Fath “gags oe sal 
caliber rifle lay beside him. jack wats 





twins, son and daughter, Washing- . 


attended by the foreign’ toppers 
and other execs. 

His itinerary calls for him to 
leave for Washington Friday (6) 
Eric 
Johnston, the British Ambassador 
and George Meany, AFL president. 
From the capital he goes to Cin- 
ciniati where Richard Walsh, 
IATSE prexy, has invited him to 
address the IA convention there. 
He'll also confer with Dolf Thomas, 
Films Council topper. Later, 
O’Brien will address the full Coun- 
cil during a week’s stay on the 
Coast. . 

After that he goes to Seattle on 
British Foreign Office business, 
and to Vancouver. On Aug. 23, in 
Regina, he is to address the con- 
vention of the Canadian Trades & 


| Labor Congress on the broad sub- 


Mr. and Mrs. Stan Conrad. son, | 


| Jacob G. (Jack) Hexter, 68, for | Pittsburgh, July 26. Father’s a 


many years a booking agent for the | nitery organist. 

| Pastime, Breeze and Dixie Theatres! Mr. and Mrs. Frank Liberman, 
|in Philadelphia, died July 31 at his! daughter, Hollywood, July 25. 
| West Philadelphia home. His wife.| Mother is the former Pat Harris, 
/son and a daughter survive. |tv casting director and onetime 





tres, died July 27 in Kansas City., son, Hollywood, July 27. Mother 


15 years. Surviving are his wife, | an_actor. 


sister, brother and father. Mr. and Mrs. 


Dick Davis, son, 


Mrs. Edward Hope Coffey, 50°) BBD&O and ex-ABC staff write): 





(Coffey), died July 29, in Holly- | star Jeanne Lavery. 

wood, after a long illness. In; Mr. and Mrs. Len_ Dressliar, 
daughter, Chicago. July 28. Father 
a son. jis singer at WBBM there.-—~ 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Kasser, 


1 





Thelma Warren, 48. studio secre- 
tary and script girl, died July 26 in 
| Hollywood. Surviving is her sister, 
|Edith Warren, Paramount film 
cutter. 


is radio-tv time buyer at Ruthrauff 
'& Ryan’s Chi office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Murphy. son. 
Chicago, July 25. Father is Chi 
‘ | NBC controller. 

Sister of singer James Melton | 
died Aug. 2 in. Ocala, Fla. Her hus- 








son, Pittsburgh, July 24. Mother's 
the daughter of Fed Blake, nitery 





| band, a daughter, two sisters and > ll 

| ‘ r als rvive. Cc. 

benead ae Mr. and Mrs. John_ Walker. 
| Jesse Fromkess, 44, brother of daughter, Baltimore, July 24. 


film producer Leon Fromkess, died 
of a heart ailment July 27 in Holly- 
wood. His wife survives. 


MGM Records topper. 


son, Freeport, L. L., July 24. Father 
Mother, 66. of television writer !S @ tv scripter. : 

Marion Cooper, died of cancer July Mr. and Mrs. Graham Giles, son, 
/24 in Hollywood. She leaves an- Des Plaines, Il., tying bo ae 
| aaah ie is manager of the es aines 
Posies qouguter and ene. Theatre in H&E Balaban circuit 

| I. Val Levey, 65, studio projec- 
; tionist at Paramount for 17 years, 
died July 26 in Hollywood follow- 
ing a heart attack. 














Newest Gripe 


him in his early days, he was. a} 
| star for years. 





A pilot in the first World War, | Luther Ashby Dirting, 66, Para- 


Hearn met Maurice Chevalier in a }mount studio technician, died July 
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cuit executive who commented on 





prison camp, later became his man- 
ager. 





KAMIYAMA 

Sojin Kamiyama, 70, onetime 
actor in Hollywood silent films, 
died July 28 in Tokyo. He ap- 
peared in U. S. pix from about 
1913-1929. He had roles 


SOJIN 


\films as “The Thief of Baghdad” 





by wife, mother and {and “Chinese Parrot.” 


In later years Kamiyama worked 
in the Japanese film industry. 





JACOB MELOFF 
Jacob Meloff, 65, general main- 
tenance superintendant for the 
William Greenfield Theatres for 
18 years, died July 25 in South 


Philadelphia. He was in charge of, . 
maintenance at the Carman, Am-_| 


bassador and Byrd Theatres. 
His wife, two sons and three 
daughters survive. 





JOHN F. R. HENRY 
John F. R. ‘Jack) Henry, 65, re- 
tired vaudeville comic and legit ac- 
tor, died July 30 in Bronxville, 


man with KOVR, § va,,.| in sue 
die : tockton, Cal,,..N., Y,, He, had appeared. in .sueb 
ed in’ Oakland July' 30 following Broadway -productions as “Little 


in such | 


the situation ‘off the record.” 
“I've often had complaints from 
potential customers that they've 


(27 in Hollywood. Wife, son, and 
three daughters survive. 

1 
|* Marie J. Flynn, 63, widow of 
' John E. Flynn, former Metro mid- 
west division sales manager, died 
| July 28 in Chicago. 





holdovers predominant downtown 
and so many neighborhood theatres 
in the same clearance slot playing 
the identical film day-and-date 
they didn’t have any place to go. 
-They had seen most of the pictures 
being shown and didn't care to at- 
tend the others and there was so 
little in the way of offerings from 
which to select. So they stayed at 
home and watched tv or attended 
some sports event.” 

As far as the near-term is con- 
cerned here, there's little likeli- 
hood of much improvement in the 
| aforementioned situation. Ciner- 
ama, “Gone With the Wind” and 





| Mother of George Uribe, assist- 
ant manager of the Warfield Thea- 
tre, San Francisco, died in. that 
city July 29. 





| Mrs. Florence L. Edwards, 63, 
longtime singer, died July 22 in 
| Laconia, N. H., after a long illness. 





| Mother, 73, of Larry Johnson, 
musical director at WNBQ, Chi- 
cago, died in that city July 17. 
Wife of . Walter A. Thimmig, 
‘owner of the McNair Theatre, St. 
Louis, died July 13 in that city. 


| —— 


midst of long runs, the ends of 
which are believed to be far dis- 
tant. Also, “Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers” and several other 
just about to arrive on the local 
| Brother, 85. of writer-musician- SCene are believed certain to chalk 
lecturer Sigmund Spaeth, died "P. extended engagements, it’s 
July 26 in Wayne, Pa ¢ yoews pointed out. ' 


| Charles Webber, 79. longtime 
/eonductor of ‘the Carl Rosa Opera 
Co., died July 28 in London. 





| N. Y. talent agent: father is a) 
Walter H. Kirkham, 42, film publicist. em 
booker for Commonwealth Thea- Mr. and Mrs. William Talman, 


ject of trade between Britain and 
the U.S. O’Brien is immediate past 
president of Britain’s powerful 
Trade Union Congress. He's due 
back in N.Y. Aug. 26 and will re- 
turn to London Sept. 1. 

O’Brien refused to commit him- 
self on the current struggle for 
power within the IATSE. He is a 
close friend of Walsh’s whom he 


nevertheless characterized as “a 


He was with the chain for some|is Barbara Reed, actress; father is | 


New York, July 23: Father is with | 


tough trader.” He said he expected 
also to see and meet with Roy M. 
Brewer, contender for the IA pres- 
idency. “We in Britain have great 


|respect for Mr. Walsh, and we ad- 


wife of screen writer Edward Hope | mother is former Cleveland child | 


| daughter. Chicago, July 27. Father | 


te 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Parker Jr.. | 


Father is son of Frank B. Walker. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Edelstein, | 


wanted to go to a movie, but with | 


“The Caine Mutiny’ are in the? 


» (om Paris. thesg days. 


mire what he has done for the un- 
ion.” O'Brien commented. 

The four unions for which 
O’Brien speaks are the Assn. of 
Cinematograph and Allied Techni- 
cians. British Actors’ Equity Assn., 
Electrical Trades Union, and 
NATKE. On July 21, acting for 
the first time in unison, the four 
groups issued a joint statement. 
It deplored the Hollywood Films 
Council’s position, noted the lack 
of notification to the British un- 
ions. and urged the Americans to 
withdraw their “pressure cam- 
paign.” 
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Alhambra. Paris 
made up for the lukewarm recep- 
tion of his last music hall show 
with his solid Xavier Cugat pac- 
kage. In for eight performances, 
this looks like it will be held over. 
Crowds were the most demonstra- 
tive and exuberant to be seen at 
a Parisian music hall in some time, 
and tix were at a premium. Crix 
were unanimous in giving the nod 
to Cugat for his rhythms, talent 
roster and socko pace of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Latino sounds actually had pat- 
rons dancing on the seats when 
caught and orch and choir gave 
out -with many numbers, plus the 
adding and flanking of the various 
selections by terpers. Using the 
extremely malleable mambo team 
of Candido Dimanly & Diablito 
was fine showmanship, and in tor 
kudos are the Step Bros. (4) in a 
solid terp turn, Raffael Mendez for 
his outstanding trumpeting, The 5 
Facundo Rivero in their ensemble 
Latin terp. The Barrancos (2) in a 
fine mambo outpour, Juan Manuel 
in the charm tenor category, and, 
of course, the orch and choir in 
a full carioca and standard rep. 
Light note is added by the shenan}- 
gans of a couple of monkeys, Tippy 
& Cobina. 

Abbe Lane gives this the torch 
and pash touch in her poured-on 
gown and well rendered songs Gal 
draws whistles of admiration and 
deserved it. Cugat is his amiable 
self and solos on his violin. There 
is no mistaking the carior” old: 
». Meska 





ie ae a 
we 5: 





















FOR MAKING MY NEW 
ADVENTURE IN SHOW BUSINESS 
So thrillingly gratifying! 
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4°. - SOLTERS-o’ROURKE 
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BEVERLY HILLS 
elu Nit Amanel: 
Ortavatalatets| 





ly 
- who come to Bever 
une see-hear this southern 





more tha 
inted. her debut - 
will not be disappo Af ut at the 
or eee nas ens ee oe d brimod “ baits pond -_ 
ears gown 4 ’ ey’re oe] 
man eagp and ¢ man's heat ston Connegner Read ot ay Prt 
Shai and of value. She is, of an act lice ie Mien your singer. 
hair and o . ‘ e€ on nto 
pe be—though years — oe Shame ered last as on es Lang. 
separate the re, simply Fock debut. it's af 1 ~ 
suceessor. Frances a RY ng oo PAUL Pleasure.» 
erormeiine. cana ” “Broadway, Om HULL 
films, TV and who has been in On Press 


ear every minute of it.” 
tis ROBERT HEIDLER, 
Cincinnati Times Star 


Thanks to THE FELLAS, G 
JOHN FORTNA, DICK Hi 


ne ducting from the piano 


C.0~<) Performances. 


EORGE BURLES, GARY FLEMING, 
LL and DAVE FLEISCHMAN con- 
—for their consistently wonderful 


JAD Thanks to Jerry Seelen and 
.$piring material, 


Lee Pockriss for creating the in- 


Thanks to Herb Ross for inspirational direction and 


Thanks to Joe Merman for imaginative arrangements and 


untiring efforts at the Piano in rehearsal and the first 
break-in dates, 


Thanks to Charles Wick and General Artists Corporation for 
their guidance and cooperation. 


staging. 


Thanks to Solters-O’Rourke for spreading the “good news.” 


Personal Management 


' Direction 
CHARLES wick co. 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
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